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�PRESIDENT'S REPORT





The 1997 season once again was a highly successful year for our club.  With continued support through our schools development program we maintained the status quo fielding 20 sides under difficult circumstances in Rugby League.



Nine sides made the semi finals this year 9A’s, 11B’s, 13B’s, 14’s, 15’s, 16’s, 18’s, AR1, and AR2.  Our under 9’s in particular continued to dominate with not only our only premiership but an outstanding performance on the big day.  We had 3 other teams, 15’s, 18’s and AR1’s reaching the grand finals but unfortunately falling short of a premiership with our 18’s particularly unfortunate as they were our only minor premier side.  To all our other sides thank you and a special mention to our senior sides as they delivered THE SENIOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP once again to our club.  A job well done from all.



Special thanks again goes to our tireless workers those being our general and ladies committee.  To all coaches, managers, trainers thank you for your time and efforts.  Many thanks to our coaching co-ordinator and to our schools liaison team as without their help and development our club would not continue to enjoy growth in juniors each year.



Many thanks to our sponsors and advertisers as without your generous assistance our club would not continue to promote junior rugby league within the Engadine District.



To all our major award winners Drew Levin, Matthew Chapman, Aaron Palmer, Andrew Darlington, Mark Stewart, Greg Townsend, Michael Feaning, Rod Waudby and Kellie Watchorn.  Congratulations on your selections and to each team award, well done players.



Special thanks to Miss Kristy Brown, Miss Cronulla Sutherland Entrant, escorted by Ben Tanner you did credit to yourself and our club.



I would like to thank all of our supporters who continue to follow our teams.  Parents, girlfriends, brothers, sisters, thank you for being part of our club.



In closing, I would like to make a very special mention of some key people that make my job so satisfying through their help and support Bill Kemp, Mark Chapman, Kellie Watchorn, Rod Waudby and John Palmer for his diligence with registration.



All the very best for the off season and a happy and peaceful Xmas and New Year and I look forward to seeing each and everyone in 1998 and helping us celebrate our 40th anniversary as the Engadine Dragons JRLFC.



Larry Warner



�SECRETARY'S REPORT





1997 is the last season for me as Secretary of this great Club.  Over the seven years as Secretary I have made a large number of friends and have enjoyed participating along with others in providing a venue for both children and young men to play rugby league. It is a great pleasure watching the under 6’s begin their careers and the players continuing to gain experience though the years to the open A Grade sides.



The Club had a limited number of young players making it through to representative ranks, with Mitchell Stuart, Andy Johnston (for their second year) and Adam Garvey playing for the Harold Matthews Cup (under 16’s). Mark Stewart and Mark McKernan playing for the Terry Lamb Cup (under 17’s) and Colin Best playing for the Mal Meninga Cup (under 19’s).Congratulations to all these players.



I would like to thank my fellow Committee members for their efforts again this year.  A number of positions on the Committee that do not have a high profile but involve a great deal of effort - Peter Ryan, always on hand on Saturday setting up the playing fields, Nev Croft, Junior League representative for the Club organising the junior draw for the whole Junior League, Helmut Zusak, keeping all the statistics for every player and John Palmer, registering all players for the Club.



A special thanks to the tireless efforts put in every week by Ladies President, Wendy Isaac and her fellow Committee members. Organising the canteen, providing social functions and end of season keepsakes is appreciated by all.



To Vice-President Mark Chapman and President Larry Warner, congratulations on leading our Club throughout 1997 and to another great season of Rugby League culminating in the Club winning the Junior League Senior Club Championship from Como-Jannali.



On behalf of everyone involved with the Engadine Dragons thank you.



My personal invitation is made to all parents and senior players to attend our annual general meeting, held in the clubhouse on Tuesday, 4th November, 1997 at 7:30pm (Yes! it is Melbourne Cup day).  As with most clubs, a strong and energetic committee makes those clubs successful and leaders in their sport.  If you feel you can assist our Club in its endeavours, come along to the AGM and join the committee.



Thank you all for another great year.





Bill Kemp

�TREASURER'S REPORT



A reasonably good year for the club financially.  Unfortunately we were unable to cover all expenses with generated income falling short by nearly $5000.  With a turnover in excess of $10,000, it is always a consistent effort needed and provided by a dedicated club committee and supporters to ensure that we meet our financial targets.  I would like to express my appreciation to all those active committee members and supporters who work so hard behind the scenes to ensure the continued financial success of the club.



A special thanks to the management and staff of the Engadine Tavern for both their assistance and valued sponsorship during the 1997 season and to all those who regularly and generously support the meat raffles supplied by our good sponsors Stapletons and Waratah Meats of Engadine.  Thanks to Brian Cannings who ensures that the raffles get underway on time and to all the committee and club members who regularly work very hard to ensure this aspect of fund raising is a success.



The club would especially like to thank all of our other valued sponsors advertisers including Giant M Sportswear for your continued support of the club.  It is very much appreciated and acknowledged that all club members and supporters are actively encouraged to in turn, support these people and businesses who through their generous financial contributions support you as players or parents of players.



The Golf Day organised by Mark Chapman, John Palmer & co. was again a great success and is a day not to be missed.  The weather is always great, the golf is as good as it ever will be, the lunch and entertainment a roaring success.  Thanks to all concerned.



Thank you also to all who helped with setting up the grounds and worked the beer tents and club bar on game days and to our loyal Anzac supporters who help the club financially by participating in the provided refreshments.  Again some unfavourable weather conditions resulted in less revenue than anticipated.



A special mention to the Ladies Committee for their tireless work in running the canteen and social functions resulting in valuable financial assistance to the running of the club.



The club actively encourages support and participation from all club members, parents and senior players in the running of the club.  You are welcome to attend any club meeting held on the first Tuesday of the month in the clubroom from 7.30 pm or see any of our committee members.  Many hands make light work and any assistance is greatly appreciated.



For those of you with your own businesses or part of larger organisations, opportunities exist for advertising in the club magazine as well as team and golf day sponsorships.



In closing I would like to add my expressions of thanks to our retiring Secretary Bill Kemp, who’s tireless efforts and dedication to the club over many years will be greatly missed.



Rod Waudby

�FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1997



	Expenditure	Income

Advertising	803-95

Bank Charges	234-38

Bar Sales	14,280-60	23,710-42

Club Awards - 1996	7,662-45

Club Awards - 1997	275-00

Club 40th Anniversary Function - 1998	240-00

Club Functions	2,641-77	855-00

Clubroom Insurance	492-60

Clubroom Rental - 96/97	971-70

Coaching Courses	390-00	150-00

CSDJRFL - Adam Ritson Benefit	200-00

CSDJRLF - Admin Fee	200-00

CSDJRLF - Ball/Golf Day	1,310-00	930-00

CSDJRLF - Fines	207-00

CSDJRLF - NSW Sports Insurance	1,758-90

CSDJRLF - Insurance Fee/Rebate	8,124-00	1,758-90

CSDJRLF - National Registration Day	150-00

CSDJRLF - Nomination Fees	1,306-00

Electricity	930-69

First Aid/Strapping	1,850-75

Floral Tributes	290-00

Football Equipment	19,548-34	100-00

Golf Day Function - 1996		200-00

Golf Day Function - 1997	100-00	4,635-00

Grand Final Function	1,486-35

Hotel Raffle	20,031-55	34,634-15

Liquor License Fee	2,144-00

Maintenance - Club/Grounds	4,237-85	1,368-00

Presentations Junior - 1996	1,612-98

Presentations Senior - 1996	9,087-00	8,749-70

Registrations	290-00	15,060-00

Sponsorship - 1996		930-00

Sponsorship - 1997	1,034-00	14,326-50

Sponsorship - Dragons Softball	74-95

Team Grants - 1996	1,450-00

Team Grants - 1997	1,250-00

Team Presentations	975-97

Telephone	394-00	57-25

Weekly Magazine	3,400-00

Weekly Magazine Advertising		1,660-00

Yearbook - 1996	2,537-72

Yearbook - 1997	72-00

	==========	==========

	$ 114,046-50	$ 109,124-92

	==========	==========

Reconciliation:

Opening Balance		$ 17,225-83

Trading Surplus		$   4,921-58

Closing Balance		$ 12,304-25



Term Deposits:

St. George Bank		$ 26,565-88

National Australia Bank		$   6,644-82

�LADIES COMMITTEE





Thanks to the small band of ladies who have worked tirelessly in the canteen and organising social functions throughout the year, eg. the Trivia Night was a resounding success and all who attended enjoyed themselves, especially the champions from the U18’s team who can be seen proudly wearing their Trivia Champions t-shirts.  Thanks to the supporters of the fundraisers and to those whose donations ensure that our functions are such a success.



Some parents feel that their help in the canteen is not required, so due to lack of support we had to obtain assistance from ‘outside’, especially for Sundays.  If every player had a representative in the canteen prior to their game ‘outside’ help would not be required.



The ladies Committee are very proud of their canteen and it appears to be one of the best in the Shire due to the variety of foodstuffs available and the familiar faces who work tirelessly for their club.



All monies raised by the canteen and social functions is returned to all players in the form of end of season gifts and equipment for the club.



Thank you to the General Committee for their assistance and support throughout the season.



Congratulations to all teams from Under 6’s to A Grade on their achievements this season and to the coaches, managers, players and parents for their involvement.



We hope to see more new faces with new ideas in 1998 to allow some of the long serving members time to participate in their son’s season.





Wendy Isaac

President

�3RD ANNUAL GOLF DAY





The 3rd annual golf day was a great success with 98 players teeing off on a really fine Friday morning.  As usual the Riverlands golf staff helped us on the day by marking the green that we used to test the players ‘closest to the hole’ ability and putting up all the sponsors signs at each tee.



The winners this year were Peter Ryan, Peter Wykes, Mick Collins and Trevor Bailey - congratulations guys and I hope you enjoy your new handicaps next year.  The competition was pretty tough with only half a point between first and second place.  It was interesting to see all the ‘sludging’ going on during the day, especially as the day progressed and every one started to relax.  This was due to a lot of good work from our refreshment ‘caddies’ - Kellie Watchorn and Ray Frater - thanks very much.  There was also ‘breakfast’ provided which went down well, thanks to Michael Bowtell from Stations Treat for his help.



The day would not be as successful as it is without the generous support of the following sponsors who sponsor the 18 holes:  BWB Fabricators; Stapleton’s Butchery - Engadine; Performance Trophies; Engadine Automatics; Giant M; Engadine Family Hotel; Crossley Coaches; Windmill Chinese; Sherwood Roofing; Chemical Cleaning Solutions; Coca-Cola; Metromix; Dave Turner Carriers; Kevin R Sheather; Tynan Motors; Kirrawee Auto Electrics; Caringbah Supa Centa.  We also had additional sponsors for the day who provided prizes for the raffle at the clubhouse later in the day - Sutherland Indoor Cricket Centre, Illawong Golf Centre and Mitre 10.  My special thanks to all these guys.



The net result for the day was $4,335 which is a tremendous result.



Others who helped organising the day with me were John Palmer and Graham Sherwood and I appreciate their help as it is difficult to organise 100 guys at 6.00 in the morning.  Also to Lenny Cousemacker who stayed behind to ensure that the refreshments were ready for our return from the golf course.



Once again thanks to all those who turned up on the day and made it the success that it was, I look forward to seeing you all again next year when I would like to reach 128 players (which is the maximum I can hit off - so first in best dressed).  If you want to reserve your spot for next year (Friday 24th July 1998) see Chappo, Larry or John Palmer.





Mark Chapman



�PAST & PRESENT EXECUTIVE





	ACTIVITY	PRESIDENT	SECRETARY	TREASURER



1958	Rugby League	Barry McManus	Laurie Crosby	Ron Chapman�	& Cricket Club

1959		Barry McManus	Laurie Crosby	Ron Chapman

1960		Barry McManus	Danny Carroll	Ron Chapman

1961		Barry McManus	Bernie Howard	Ken Binner

1962		Bill Forster/	Noel Foreshaw	Ken Binner�		Barry McManus

1963		Barry McManus	Noel Foreshaw/	Ken Binner�			Clive Greenwood

1964		Noel Forshaw/	Reg Sommer	Harold Shooter�		Ken Johnson

1965		Ken Johnson	Kevin Woodbridge	Harold Shooter

1966		Ken Johnson	Kevin Woodbridge/	Harold Shooter�			Harold Shooter

1967		Ken Johnson	Harold Shooter	Harry Robbins

1968		Ken Johnson	Harold Shooter	Harry Robbins

1969	Sports Club	Fred Gardner	Harold Shooter/	Harry Robbins�			Graeme Morrison

1970		Fred Gardner	Graeme Morrison	Colin Cole

1971		Fred Gardner	Graeme Morrison	Harry Robbins

1972		Ron Dudman	Graeme Morrison	Bill Costanzo

1973		Harold Shooter	Graeme Morrison	Bill Costanzo

1974 Rugby League Club	Ray Price	Graeme Morrison	Bill Costanzo

1975		Ray Price	Phil Tierney	Jack Radios

1976		Ray Price/	Phil Tierney/	Brian Cannings			Phil Tierney	Paul Egan

1977		Jack Rodios	Fred Bennett	John O'Halloran

1978		Jack Rodios	Fred Bennett	Ron Cassel/�				Cliff Carmody

1979		Jack Rodios/	Wayne Miller	Eric Swanson			Keith Hughes

1980		Ron Bedford	Norm Eshman	Eric Swanson

1981		Ron Bedford	Norm Eshman	Eric Swanson

1982		Len Cousemacker	Wayne Miller	Glen Walters

1983		Barry Beak	Graeme Oates	Glen Walters



�PAST & PRESENT EXECUTIVE�(CONT.)







	ACTIVITY	PRESIDENT	SECRETARY	TREASURER



1984 Rugby League Club	John Molanus	Grahame Kidd	Glen Walters

1985		John Molanus	Graeme Oates	Glen Walters

1986		Grahame Kidd	Max Williams	Glen Walters

1987		Len Cousemacker	Max Williams	Glen Walters

1988		Len Cousemacker	Max Williams	Glen Walters

1989		Neil Spencer	Ray Miles	Grahame Thurkettle

1990		Neil Spencer	Ray Miles	Grahame Thurkettle

1991		Neil Spencer	Bill Kemp	Grahame Thurkettle

1992		Neil Spencer	Bill Kemp	Graham Wagener

1993		Ray Miles	Bill Kemp	Ken Johnston

1994		Larry Warner	Bill Kemp	Ken Johnston

1995		Larry Warner	Bill Kemp	Ken Johnston

1996		Larry Warner	Bill Kemp	Rod Waudby

1997		Larry Warner	Bill Kemp	Rod Waudby



�CLUB SERVICE AWARDS







COLIN COLE MEMORIAL TROPHY  -  awarded for outstanding services

							to the Club.





�1977	John GILBERT

1978	Graeme MORRISON

1979	Barry McMANUS (Snr.)

1980	Eric SWANSON

1981	Glen & Myra WALTERS

1982	Ron CASSELL & Warren WESTON

1983	Graeme OATES

1984	Kay CANNINGS

1985	Helmut ZUSAK

1986	Colin TOMS

1987	Neil SPENCER

1988	Gary BEAUMONT

1989	Brian CANNINGS & Ray MILES

1990	Ray FRATER

1991	Graham THURKETTLE

1992	Bill KEMP

1993	Trevor ROGERS

1994	Bill KEMP

1995	Mark CHAPMAN

1996	Ian BILSBOROUGH

1997	Kellie WATCHORN

�









ROD BAKER MEMORIAL SHIELD  -  awarded for service to the Club.





�1971	Tony ANDREWS

1972	Colin KEENAN

1973	Geoffrey PRICE

1974	Barbara HALL

1975	Alf MARTIN

1976	Iris HUGHES

1977	Cliff CARMODY

1978	Graham ENGEL

1979	Norm ESHMAN

1980	Glenn & Myra WALTERS

1981	Dennis SMITH

1982	Brian & Kay CANNINGS

1983	Ann SULLIVAN

1984	Glen & Myra WALTERS

1985	Neil SPENCER

1986	Glen & Myra WALTERS

1987	Gary MARKHAM

1988	Warwick GREEN

1989	LADIES COMMITTEE

1990	Neil SPENCER

1991	Trevor RILEY

1992	Judy RILEY

1993	Bob CALHOUN

1994	Jo-ann WARD & Kerrie HUNT

1995	Neville CROFT

1996	Kellie WATCHORN

1997	Rod WAUDBY

��COLIN COLE MEMORIAL AWARD





KELLIE WATCHORN





The Club’s Colin Cole Memorial Award is presented in recognition of outstanding services given to the Club and Rugby League.



Kellie last year received the Rod Baker Award for services to the club and has continued her work for the club with drive and vigour.



As you may be aware Kellie is the assistant secretary for the club, but also fulfils many other duties being advertising and magazine, canteen duties, golf day and our year book.



For this club to have such an outstanding worker is a benefit but to have Kellie with her enthusiasm, her drive and her commitment to tackle and fulfil all duties shows we are truly a lucky club.



I know the entire club congratulates you on another fantastic effort.  Well done Kellie !





ROD BAKER MEMORIAL SHIELD





ROD WAUDBY





This award is presented in appreciation of services to the Club.



Rod Waudby has been involved with The Dragons for a number of years and has actively participated in coaching and management of teams and has also been involved in club management roles.



1997 was Rod’s 2nd year as Treasurer and he has done a tremendous job in ensuring that the club remains on a sound financial footing.



Rod is one of those guys who is always there to give a hand on the weekend when he is involved in putting up/pulling down tents, ensuring that there are enough refreshments available and general keeping the place functioning.



If any team needed a video taken of their game and knew Rod, he would be only too happy to take it for them.



A well deserved award Rod and we look forward to seeing you around the Dragons for many years to come.

�RECORDER'S REPORT



MAJOR AWARD WINNERS



JOE WEYMOUTH SENIOR CLUB CHAMPION TROPHY  -  awarded to a player from any of the three most senior sides and held on one occasion only.



�1962	Warren HARRIES

1963	Robert WALKER

1964	Michael CROFT

1965	Mark JOHNSON

1966	Colin COLE

1967	Michael WILLIAMS

1968	Robert ROSS

1969	Barry McMANUS

1970	Gary COOPER

1971	Barney LA CROSSE

1972	Geoffrey PINK

1973	Phillip WARNER

1974	Kevin ROBINSON

1975	Ossie WELSH

1976	Michaell McSTAY

1977	Murray MORRISON

1978	Peter HAMMOND

1979	Michael PORTER

1980	Peter O'DONNELL

1981	Gary HAMMOND

1982	Colin BEAK

1983	Kurt GILLIES

1984	Glenn O'LEARY

1985	David SULLIVAN

1986	Glenn BLOOR

1987	Paul GILBERT

1988	Steven EBB

1989	Craig AIREY

1990	Peter GREEN

1991	Paul DWYER

1992	Mark NOAKES

1993	Scott VITELLI

1994	Mark WATCHORN

1995	John TOLHURST

1996	Wayne TURNER

1997	Drew LEVIN

�





NELL WARNER JUNIOR CLUB CHAMPION TROPHY  -  awarded to any player from teams from under 14 to under 10 and held on one occasion only.



�1969	Scott DUDMAN

1970	Donald CARTER

1971	Craig COLLIE

1972	Tony ANDREWS

1973	Murray MORRISON

1974	Gary HAMMOND

1975	Brett LONGVILLE

1976	Stephen DENFORD

1977	Colin BEAK

1978	Michael PORTER

1979	Gary McKINNON

1980	Brett BENTLEY

1981	Dean KEMBER

1982	Dean LONGVILLE

1983	Mitchell HEALEY

1984	Wayne SMITH

1985	Adam NAPPER

1986	Dale JOHNSTON

1987	Cameron NAPPER

1988	Ryan MILES

1989	Markus ZUSAK

1990	Robert KEMP

1991	Tony REA

1992	Ben GREEN

1993	Aaron PALMER

1994	Daniel CHAPMAN

1995	Mark STEWART

1996	Dane HUNT

1997	Matt CHAPMAN

��GRAEME MORRISON COACH OF THE YEAR TROPHY - awarded to any coach for team performance.





�1992	Glenn BLOOR

1993	Craig AIREY

1994	Mark ROBIN

1995	George CRAWFORD

1996	Mark DODGE

1997	Greg TOWNSEND

�



ENGADINE BOWLING CLUB SPORTSMANS TROPHY - awarded to any player on sporting achievement and held on one occasion only.





�1968	Gary TEMPLE

1969	Shane McCARTHY

1970	Bruce BUTLER

1971	Phillip WARNER

1972	Michael McSTAY

1973	Des CORBY

1974	Ross MORRISON

1975	Mick FLEMING

1976	John GARDNER

1977	Michael LATHAM

1978	Bradley WATTS

1979	Brett LONGVILLE

1980	David SULLIVAN

1981	Colin BEAK

1982	Murray MORRISON

�1983	Michael PORTER

1984	Markus ZUSAK

1985	Kurt GILLIES

1986	Kenneth EBB

1987	Glenn NELSON

1988	Michael HART

1989	Ryan MILES

1990	Cameron NAPPER

1991	Glenn BLOOR

1992	Adam NAPPER

1993	Paul INGRAM

1994	Simon PARSONS

1995	Wayne TURNER

1996	Mick CONROY

1997	Aaron PALMER

�



ROBERT TICKNER TROPHY - awarded to best performing club player at Junior Representative game level.





�1990	Scott FLEMING

1991	Scott FLEMING

1992	Wayne HOOD

1993	Daniel NEWTON

�1994	Tony REA

1995	Martin STEWART

1996	Andrew JOHNSTON

1997	Mark STEWART

�



PETER GREEN MOST VALUABLE PLAYER TROPHY - player awarded the most best and fairest points in the club.



�1995	Peter GREEN

1996	Scott NANCARROW

1997	Michael FEENING

��GARY CANNINGS MEMORIAL TROPHY - encouragement award.



�1977	Aaron ESHMAN

1978	Robert ELSWORTHY

1979	David HIRD

1980	Kevin JOHANSSON

1981	Dale JOHNSTON

1982	Robert ZUSAK

1983	Cameron NAPPER

1984	Glenn WALTERS

1985	Scott FLEMING

1986	Adam GRANT

1987	Steven EBB

1988	Colin BALLARD

1989	Steven SMITH

1990	Blake COUSEMACKER

1991	Mark NOAKES

1992	Bruce DRIES

1993	Robert KEMP

1994	Alan REA

1995	Markus ZUSAK

1996	Gary VITELLI

1997	Andrew DARLINGTON



�



SENIOR CLUB CHAMPION





DREW LEVIN





Drew has played 221 games for the Engadine Dragons and probably completed more bone crunching hit ups than people see in a lifetime.



Drew has played the game in the spirit in which it was meant that being very hard but fair, knock them over during the game and have a beer with our opponents after the game.



It is a great honour to achieve the senior club champion award and if you look at our past winners you will agree Drew fits very well into the category of the Engadine Dragons Senior Club Champion.



I would like on behalf of our club to not only congratulate Drew on this achievement but wish him all the best in the future and hopefully wearing our jumper for many years to come.



�JUNIOR CLUB CHAMPION





MATT “Chappy” CHAPMAN



1997 was Matt’s 10th year with the Dragons and he played his 149th game in this years semi-finals.  Matt has won a number of awards over the 10 years (including Best and Fairest and runner-up) and was Vice-Captain the last two years as well as being either Captain or Vice-Captain in the previous years.



Matt plays a very good team role at half-back and provides good service to his backs, and to his forwards when some strong runs are required from the ruck area.  He is not backward in talking and revving up his team mates before and during a game.



Matt is always involved down at the Dragons and supports a lot teams - he has been the “ball boy” for the A Reserves the last two years.



As Matt moves into the senior ranks and improves his playing skills, I think that he will make a good contribution to the Dragons in the years to come.



Congratulations Matt on your being the 1997 Junior Club Champion.





GRAEME MORRISON AWARD





GREG TOWNSEND



Greg has been involved with our club for a number of years both coaching & training.  For the last two years Greg has been involved with a young football side which has done wonders under his guidance.



Last year Greg coached our under 8A’s to undefeated an premiership.  This year Greg took the side on again and after the first round suffered losses to Menai and the Holy Family.  The wolves from other clubs were telling Greg your gone, but with Greg’s drive and ability to get the best out of his team put in a second years performance to be marvelled at.



Without going through each game, I will just say that they won the semi 14-0, and absolutely demolished the grand final 21-5 in possibly one of the most outstanding under 9 games witnessed.



In conclusion, I would take this opportunity on behalf of our club to congratulate Greg on a job well done and a deserved recipient of the 1997 Coach of the Year Award.

�SPORTSMAN AWARD





AARON PALMER





Aaron is a very consistant and talentedfootballer and everyone who has watched this talent develop would agree with this sentiment.



This year Aaron stamped himself as without doubt one of the best under 18 year footballers playing the game in the Cronulla-Sutherland DJRL.



Aaron has all the skills to go a long way in this game but in particular has the right attitude, committment and drive which separates tyhe good players from the great players.



As a former winner of the Junior Club Champion award it shows dedication to continue to strive for excellance and his committment for his team and club.



I know that all of our club wish you all the best in your future endeavours and join me in congratulating you as being awarded the 1997 Sportsmans Award.







ROBERT TICKNER AWARD





MARK STEWART





Well what can we say about Mark which superlatives and an on field performance have not already said.



This year again saw Mark stamp himself as possibly one of the outstanding potentials for Cronulla-Sutherland.  Winner of several awards playing for the Terry Lamb Shield which is a year above his age.



The pleasing features of this award is that Mark is a fine young man with a great attitude, dedication to succeed and the desire to achieve his goals for the future.



I would like all to join with me in congratulating Mark on being named the 1997 Representative Player of the Year.

�GARY CANNINGS AWARD





ANDREW DARLINGTON





Andrew has been an inspiration to his team in the way he continues to get up after setbacks would lead many others to leave the game.



1996 saw Andrew injured in the first 30 seconds of the first game and unable to return to the playing field until 1997.  With renewed vigour Andrew was playing great football and had opposing teams wondering what would happen next.  Once agin late in the season Andrew received a serious injury which has forced him out until 1998.



Knowing Andrew as I and many others do I feel sure that this is just another small setback to a promising career and we will see him again menancing opposing teams and promoting our club and rugby league to its true potential.



It is with pleasure that on behalf of our club we congratulate Andrew on being awarded the Encouragement Award for 1997.







PETER GREEN AWARD





MICHAEL FEENING





This award is given to the person who achieves the highest best and fairest points for the season.



Michael had an absolutely outstanding season.  The committment given both in attach and defence is something to be seen and marvelled at.



The manner in which Michael puts his body on the line helped his team this year to a grand final.  It must also be said that Cronulla-Sutherland have seen potential in Michael and brought him into their development squad to complete the last two games against Westfields and Balmain.



I feel confident that abright future looms for Michael and that you will all join with me in congratulating Michael on receiving the 1997 Most Valuable Player Award.



�ENGADINE DRAGONS CHAMPION TEAM

(A Reserve (2) to "A" Grade)











Fullback	Tye FLEMING (A Reserve 2)

Wing	Ashley FRASER (A Grade)

Wing	Tom MORRISON (A Reserves 1)

Centre	Steven LEWIS (A Reserves 2)

Centre	Les NICHOLLS (A Grade)

Five-eighth	Hilton LEES (A Reserves 1)

Halfback	Andrew NINNES (A Reserves 1)

Front Row	Drew LEVIN (A Grade)

Front Row	Gary VITELLI (A Reserves 1)

Hooker	Adam LYNCH (A Grade)

Second Row	Brett HEADLEY (A Grade)

Second Row	Paul McGRODER (A Reserve 2)

Lock	Peter GREEN (A Grade)

Utility Forward	Martin EDSON (A Reserves 2)

Utility Forward	Andrew COLENSO (A Reserves 1)

Utility Back	Steve JOHNSTON (A Reserves 2)

Utility Back	Wayne SMITH (A Reserves 1)





The players of this Championship Team were picked purely on statistics.



The number of times a player had played in a particular position and the tally of 3-2-1 points achieved was of importance.



Only games in the competition proper (rounds 1-16) were taken into account, excluding semi finals, finals and grand finals.



�TEAM PERFORMANCES





Team	     No. of	Position    Points	Points    Matches	Won	Lost	Drew	Byes	Forfeits

	     Players	in Comp.      for	Against    Played

6 Blue	9	-	314	201	13	8	5	-	-	-

6 Red	9	-	293	258	13	6	6	1	-	-

7 Blue	10	-	105	294	13	4	9	-	-	-

7 Red	10	-	161	253	13	4	9	-	-	-

8A	10	9th	149	523	13	1	12	-	-	-

8B	9	11th	26	624	13	-	13	-	-	-

9A	9	1st	309	95	15	13	2	-	-	-

9B	9	13th	71	461	13	-	13	-	-	-

10A	11	8th	209	370	14	5	9	-	-	-

10B	12	8th	160	550	14	2	11	1	-	-

11B	18	4th	347	254	15	6	8	1	-	-

12A	15	8th	68	578	14	1	13	-	-	-

13B	17	3rd	245	254	16	7	9	-	-	-

14A1	21	4th	434	188	15	9	5	-	-	1

15	21	2nd	386	136	20	13	5	1	-	1

16	16	4th	360	192	15	9	6	-	1	1

18	24	2nd	413	122	18	15	3	-	-	-

AR2	23	3rd	380	180	14	9	5	-	2	2

AR1	28	2ndt	313	196	18	11	6	1	1	-

A	21	7th	171	244	14	4	10	-	1	1







OUTSTANDING TEAM AWARD - awarded to any team upon achievements.



�1975	10A

1976	12A

1977	11B(1)

1978	13A

1979	10A

1980	15A

1981	6A

1982	12A

1983	8A

1984	17

1985	13A

1986	12A

1987	23

1988	17

1989	A

1990	C

1991	11A

1992	21

1993	12A

1994	A

1995	14A

1996	AR

1997	9A

�

��MOST IMPROVED TEAM - Upto 1993, awarded to any team under 7 to under 10,

                                                  from 1994 any team under 6 to under 14.





�1976	10B(2)

1977	10B(2)

1978	10B

1979	7A

1980	8A

1981	7A

1982	8A

1983	9B

1984	7(2)

1985	10B

1986	7(2)

1987	10A

1988	10B

1989	8A

1990	8B

1991	9B

1992	8A

1993	9C

1994	14

1995	13A

1996	9A

1997	6 Blue

�





JUNIOR LEAGUE PREMIERSHIPS WON



A	AR	23	22	21	20	19	18	17	16	15A	15B

8	  1	 2	Nil	 1	Nil	 3	Nil	 2	 1	  4	  2





14A	14B	14C	13A	13B	13C	12A	12B	12C	11A	11B	11C

  5	  3	  1	  4	  2	  3	  6	 Nil	  2	  7	  4	  1



10A	10B	10C	9A	9B	9C	8A	8B	8C	7A	7B	7C	6A

  7	  1	  1	 7	 5	 1	 9	 2	Nil	 7	 3	 2	 1





In 1990 the under 23 competition was abandoned and was replaced with an under 21 competition in 1991.



In 1995 the under 17’s, under 19’s and under 21’s were changed to under 18’s, under 20’s and under 22’s respectively.



In 1993 the A Reserve competition commenced.



In 1997 there was an addition A Reserves competition, A Reserves 2.

�JUNIOR LEAGUE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS



		JUNIOR (U8-U12)			SENIOR (U13-A GRADE)



		1970		1976				1982

		1971		1981				1986

		1972		1982				1994

			1983					1997







TOMMY BISHOP SHIELD - U7 Knock Out



					1971		Winner

					1972		Winner

					1976		Runner-up

					1982		Winner





ALL TIME POINT SCORERS (500 POINTS OR MORE)





Mark STEWART *	1177

David SULLIVAN	1092

Aaron PALMER *	884

Markus ZUSAK	879

Kane RYAN *	754

Blake COUSEMACKER	606

Gary HAMMOND	604

Mark WATCHORN	578

Mitchell NEYLAN *	560

Paul BELL	555

Andrew JOHNSTON *	555

Scott BILLSBOROUGH	552

Joshua SPENCER	546

Dale JOHNSTON	537

Brett LEVINGS	525

Brett SMITH	511

Warren GREEN	505

Matthew ALEWOOD	504

Brett MAY	503





* Played 1n 1997



�CRONULLA-SUTHERLAND DISTRICT R.L.F.C.



�Paul BELL

Glenn BLOOR

David BROUGHTON

Shaun BRUCE

Don CARTER

Colin COLE

Craig DAWSON

Kenneth EBB

Scott FLEMING

Kurt GILLIES

John GRIFFITHS

Wayne HALL

Gary HAMMOND

Peter HAMMOND

Andrew HICK

Mitchell HEALEY

Steven JONES

Robbie KEARNS

Adam KNIGHT

Anthony KNIGHT

Brett LONGVILLE

Mark McGAW

Leslie NICHOLLS

Mark NOAKES

Geoffrey PINK

Michael PORTER

Adam RITSON

Boyd RYAN

David SULLIVAN

Craig TIMMENS

John TOLHURST

Joe VAN DER VALK

Ossie WELSH

Darren ZIEGENFUSZ

�



CRONULLA-SUTHERLAND JUNIOR R.L.F.C.



�PRESIDENTS CUP



�Ray BEACROFT (3)

Colin BEAK

Daivid DEED

Lyle DIAMOND

Mark DODGE

Steven EBB (2)

David FLINT

Paul GILBERT (2)

Kurt GILLIES (2)

Peter HAMMOND

Steven HANSFORD

Warren HARRIES (2)

Tim LEESE

Mark McGAW

Greg MALONEY (2)

Craig MILLER (2)

Murray MORRISON

Glenn NELSON

Peter O'DONNELL

Geoffrey PINK

Michael PORTER

Adam PROBERT

Roby RUSHBOURNE

Shane STRUTHERS

David SULLIVAN (2)

Ted TERONE

Gary TING

John TOLHURST

Phillip WARNER

Joe WHITTLE

Michael WILLIAMS

�

JERSEY FLEGG CUP



�Colin BALLARD (2)

Ray BEACROFT

Paul BELL

Craig DAVIES

Lyle DIAMOND

Mark DODGE

Ronald EMTAGE

Matthew FIELDING

Scott FLEMING (2)

Tye FLEMING

John GARDNER

Paul GILBERT

Kurt GILLIES

Peter GREEN

Gary HAMMOND

Peter HAMMOND

Michael HART (2)

Phillip HEWITT

Andrew HICK

Dean HOSKING (2)

Barry HOWARD

Chris HOWARD

Dale JOHNSTON

Mark KEARNS

Adam KNIGHT (2)

Anthony KNIGHT (2)

Jason LAURENCE

Brett LONGVILLE

Barry McMANUS (2)

Brett MAXWORTHY

Craig MILLER (2)

Murray MORRISON

Cameron NAPPER

Glenn NELSON

Mark NOAKES

Shaun O'BRYAN

���JERSEY FLEGG CUP (Cont)



�Mark O'HALLORAN

Glen O'LEARY

Michael PINK

Michael PORTER

Tony REA

Mark ROBIN

Cameron ROSSITER

John RUSSELL

Darren SANCHEZ

Craig SCUTTS (2)

Martin STEWART

Raymond THOMPSON

Wayne THOMPSON

Denis TING

Scott VITELLI

Phillip WARNER

Michael WARTON

Mark WATCHORN

Michael WESTON (2)

Blake WHIPPS

Darren ZIEGENFUSZ

�

S.G. BALL CUP



�David ADAMS

Murray ASTON

Brian BALLARD

Brett BENTLEY

Paul BELL (2)

Michael BLACK

Scott BILSBOROUGH

Karl BOOTHROYD

Craig BROUGHTON

Adam BROWN

Simon BROWN

Shaun BRUCE

Martin CAMPBELL

Paul CASSEL

Mark CHANDLER

Shaun CRAWLEY (2)

Craig DAVIES

Kenneth DENFORD

Lyle DIAMOND

Scott DUDMAN

Mark ELDER

Scott FLEMING (2)

Andrew FRASER

Timothy GIBSON

Paul GILBERT

Craig GILLIES

Peter GREEN

Richard GREEN

Warren GREEN

Markham HANDCOCK

Michael HART (2)

Brett HEADLEY

Mitchell HEALEY (2)

Phillip HEWITT

Andrew HICK

Wayne HOOD

Dean HOSKING

Barry HOWARD

Darrel HUTCHINSON

Robert KEARNS

Mark KEEGAN

Adam KNIGHT (2)

Anthony KNIGHT

Michael LATHAM

Tim LEESE

Ricky LEWIS

Brett LONGVILLE

Dean LONGVILLE

Shane McCARTHY

John McCLAREN

Paul McGRODER

Barry McMANUS    (Oatley Shield)

Greg MALONEY

Ryan MILES

Craig MILLER

Mark MONK

Bradley MOON

Murray MORRISON

Adam NAPPER

Cameron NAPPER

Glenn NELSON

Daniel NEWTON (2)

Timothy NICHOLLS

Gavin NICHOLSON

Jason OATES

Dean O'BRYAN

Shaun O'BYRAN

Peter O'DONNELL

Michael PINK

Michael PORTER

Tony REA (2) 

Anthony RICE

Adam RITSON

Cameron ROSSITER

John RUSSELL

Craig SCUTTS

Gary TEMPLE

Andrew THEOBOLD

Raymond THOMPSON

Dennis TING          (Oatley Shield)

Gary TING             (Oatley Shield)

Cameron TOPHAM

Larry WARNER

Paul WARRINGTON

Michael WARTON

Bradley WATTS

Michael WESTON

Mark WOOLSEY

Darren ZIEGENFUSZ

�

					

�HAROLD MATTHEWS CUP



�David ADAMS

Michael ADAMS

Jason ANDERSON

Colin BALLARD (2)

Paul BELL

Brett BENTLEY

Karl BOOTHROYD

David BROUGHTON

Adam BROWN

Shaun BRUCE

Tim BRYANT

Mathew BUCKLEY

Paul CASSEL

Mark CHANDLER

Shaun CRAWLEY

Craig DAVIES

Peter DOEPEL

Scott DUDMAN (Endeavour Cup)

Paul DWYER

Andrew FERGUSON

Darren FINDLAY

Scott FLEMING

Darren FOGARTY

Mark FOSTER

Andrew FRASER

John GARDNER

Adam GARVEY (2) *

Timothy GIBSON

David GRAINGER

Peter GREEN

Warren GREEN

Markham HANDCOCK

Michael HART

Mitchell HEALEY

Andrew HICK

Jason HODSDON

Glenn HOLDEN

Dean HOOD

Andrew JOHNSTON (2) *

Dale JOHNSTON

Timothy KEARNEY

Robert KEARNS

Mark KEEGAN

Dean KEMBER

Adam KNIGHT

Timothy LEESE

Brett LEVINGS

Brett LONGVILLE

Dean LONGVILLE

Mark McKERNAN

Garry McKINNON

Paul MAGUIRE

Ryan MILES

Murray MORRISON

Scott MURPHY

Adam NAPPER

Cameron NAPPER

Glenn NELSON

Gavin NICHOLSON

Daniel NEWTON

Jason OATES (2)

Dean O'BRYAN

David O'DONEELL

Matthew O'DONNELL (2)

Peter O'DONNELL

Matthew PALLISTER *

Michael PORTER

Jason SMITH

Mark STEWART

Mitchell STUART (2) *

David SULLIVAN

Cameron TOPHAM

Wade VAN GEMERT

Larry WARNER (Endeavour Cup)

Ken WARREN

Darren ZIEGENFUSZ

Markus ZUSAK

�



MAL MENINGA CUP



�Colin BEST *

�



TERRY LAMB CUP



�Mark McKERNAN *

Mark STEWART *



�





* Awarded 1997

�PRESIDENTS CUP was under 19 years (1975, 76 and 77). Prior to 1975 and after 1977 the competition was under 21 years.  In 1988 this competition was controlled by the District Club, and continues to be.



JERSEY FLEGG CUP was under 17 years (1975, 76 and 77). Prior to that and until 1984 it was under 18 years.  In 1985 it was changed to under 19 years.  In 1997 it was changed to under 20.



S.G.  BALL CUP was under 15 years prior to 1978 when it took over from the Oatley Shield.  From 1979 to 1985 it was under 16 years.  In 1986 it was under 17 years.  In 1997 it was under 18.



HAROLD MATTHEWS CUP was an under 14 K.O. having taken over from the Endeavour Cup.  In 1985 it was a 'round robin' carnival.  1986 to 1996 under 15 years.  1997 it was under 16 years.



MAL MENINGA CUP formed by the Super League in 1997 and is an under 19 competition.



TERRY LAMB CUP formed by the Super League in 1997 and is an under 17 competition.



�350 MATCH AWARD



Peter GREEN



250 MATCH AWARD



�Kurt GILLIES

Peter HAMMOND

Dean LONGVILLE

Glenn O'LEARY

Mark NOAKES

�

200 MATCH AWARD



�Colin BALLARD

Colin BEAK

Paul BELL

Scott BILLSBOROUGH

Glenn BLOOR

Blake COUSEMACKER

Drew COUSEMACKER

Craig DAVIES

Mark DODGE

Paul DWYER

Kenneth EBB

Steven EBB

Paul GILBERT

Adam GRANT

Kevin GREEN

Wayne HALL

Markham HANDCOCK

Mitch HEALEY

Steve JOHNSTON

David KIDD *

Drew LEVIN *

Brett LONGVILLE

Adam LYNCH *

Mark McGAW

Michael McSTAY

Murray MORRISON

Glenn NELSON

Adam NAPPER

Cameron NAPPER

Simon PARSONS

Michael PORTER

Scott VITELLI

Larry WARNER

Phillip WARNER

Mark WATCHORN

Markus ZUSAK

�

150 MATCH AWARD



�Barry ARKLEY *

Corey ASTON

Brian BALLARD

Chad BEATTIE

Nathan BILLSBOROUGH *

Glenn BLOOR

Daniel CHAPMAN *

Sean CRAWLEY

Stephen DENFORD

Bruce DRIES

Mark ELDER

Andrew FERGUSON

Darren FINDLAY

Brett FLEMING

David FLINT

John GARDNER

Adam GARVEY *

Matthew GILMORE

Gary HAMMOND

Brett HEADLEY

David HESFORD

Mark HESSE

David HINE

Michael HOOPER

Tommy HOOPER

Dean HOSKING

Kevin JOHANSSON

Dale JOHNSTON

Tim KEARNEY

Dean KEMBER

Robert KEMP

Peter KINGSTON

Hilton LEES

Brett LEVINGS

Brett LOWDER

Denis MARSH *

Brett MAY

Ryan MILES

Tim NICHOLLS

Matthew O'DONNELL

David O'TOOLE

Aaron PALMER

Anthony PARSONS

Michael PINK

Alan REA *

Tony REA

Dean SHIPWAY

Steven SMITH

Warren SMITH

Wayne SMITH

Todd STEWART

David SULLIVAN

Richard TAYLOR

John TOLHURST

Wayne TURNER

Kenneth WARREN

Bradley WATTS

Michael WESTON

Robert WESTON

Matthew WRIGHT

��100 MATCH AWARD



�Grant ABSALOM

Craig AIREY

Mathew ALEWOOD

Clint ALLEN

Phillip ALLEN

Brian ANDREWS

Ryan ASPLIN

Gavin ASTON

Greg BAKER

Robert BALDOCK

Jason BALLARD

Stephen BEAK

Glen BEAMES

Grant BEAMES

Troy BEAUMONT

Adrian BEDFORD

Kyle BEDFORD

Christopher BELL

Jeffrey BENNETT

Michael BLACK

Chris BOLAND

Karl BOOTHROYD

Wayne BOUFFLER

Daniel BRANDER *

Matthew BRANDER *

Adam BROWN

Simon BROWN

Evan BRUNTON

Mitchell BRUNTON

Bradley BYRNE

Donovan CAMPBELL

Craig CANNINGS

Craig CASSEL

Mark CHANDLER

Darryl CHAPMAN

Matthew CHAPMAN

Bradley CHARTERS

Joel CHEESMAN *

Ross CLARKE

Colin COLE

Kevin COLE

Laurie COLE

Paul CONSTANZO

Jason COTTLE

James COTTON

Paul COTTON *

Robert COTTON

Thomas COTTON *

David CROFT

Trent CROFT

Lee CURTIS

Andrew DARLINGTON

Mitchell DARLINGTON

Craig DAWSON

Kenneth DENFORD

Matthew DOVES

Michael DRIES

Neil DUDMAN

Scott DUDMAN

Brett DUHIGG

Bradley EBB

Andrew EDWARDS

Peter EDWARDS

Scott EDWARDS

Aaron ESHMAN

Christian ESHMAN

Michael FARRELL

Scott FLEMING

Tye FLEMING *

Ashley FRASER

Michael FROST *

John FRY

Ross FRYER

Grant GARRICK

Todd GARVEY

Wayne GEDDES

Timothy GIBSON

Gregory GILBERT

Mark GILBERT

Craig GILLIES

Andrew GILMORE

Scott GORDON

David GRAINGER

Ben GREEN

Warren GREEN

Scott GUERIN

Troy HALL

David HAMMOND

Michael HAMMOND

Troy HARPER

Paul HAWKINS

Andrew HICK

Rodney HIRST

Glenn HOLDEN

Dean HOOD

Wayne HOOD *

Robert HOST

Barry HOWARD

Daniel HOWARD

Keith HUGHES

Mark HUGHES

Paul HUGHES

Dane HUNT *

Lincoln HUNT *

Paul INGRAM

Craig IRELAND

Bradley JACKSON

Andrew JAMES

Matthew JAMES *

Darrel JOHNSEN

Mark JOHNSON

Andrew JOHNSTON

Brendan JOHNSTON

Mark KEEGAN

Stuart KEENAN

Craig KENWORTHY

Phillip KING

Adam KNIGHT

Anthony KNIGHT

Scott LAKER *

Michael LATHAM

Ben LEDGERWOOD

John LEEBOLD

�

* Awarded 1997

�100 MATCH AWARD (Cont.)



�Andrew LONDON

Gareth LUPTON

Jamie LUPTON

Justin McLEAN

Gary McKINNON

Barry McMANUS

James McMAHON

Paul MAGUIRE

Corey MARKHAM

Ian MARSH

Grant MAY

Shane MAYBERRY

David MEREDITH

Ian MIDDLETON

Craig MILLER

Ross MORRISON

Tom MORRISON

Trevor NEVILLE

Jason OATES

Shane OATES

Glenn O'BRIEN

David O'DONNELL

Peter O'DONNELL

Luke OLDFIELD

Stephen O'TOOLE

Andrew PERRY *

Gavin PHILLIPS

Glen PHILLIPS

Cameron PIPER

Scott PIPER

Brett POOLE

Michael PRICE

Andrew PURCELL

Brett RILEY

Mark ROBIN

Gary ROBINSON

Graeme ROBINSON

Kevin ROBINSON

Mark RADIOS

Alan ROWLING

Glenn RUSSELL

Kane RYAN

Kris SCHOFIELD *

Frank SCHREUDER

Michael SCHREUDER

Craig SCHWEIGHOFFER

Kurt SCHWEIGHOFFER

Gregory SELL

Peter SHEPHERD

Craig SHIRWELL

Jimmy SHOOTER

Steven SHOOTER

Jeffrey SHORT

Peter SIMPSON

Rodney SIMPSON

Shane SIMPSON

Brett SMITH

Terry SMITH

Morris SNEPVANGERS

Joshua SPENCER

Rodney STAFF

Robert STANTON

Mark STEWART *

Mitchell STUART

Bradley STUVE

Mark SULLIVAN

Ben TANNER

Andrew THORNBERRY

Ken THORNBERRY

Justin THORBURN *

Craig TIMMENS

Anthony TOMS

Craig TREHEARNE

Luke TURNER

Steven TURNER

Adrian VAN DER VALK

Scott VAN DER VALK

Gregory VAUGHAN

Brett VINCENT

Gary VITELLI *

Stephen WAILES

Mark WAKEFIELD

Matthew WALKER

Glenn WALTERS

David WARD

Brad WARDROBE

Colin WARNER

Shaun WARREN

Steven WARREN

Michael WARTON

Billy WEBECK

Ossie WELSH

Craig WHEELER

Brett WIGGINS

Todd WIGGINS

Glenn WILCOX

Brett WILLIAMS

Troy WOOD

Trent WOODHILL

Rodnet WOODRUFF

Trent WOOLDRIDGE

Brendon WRIGHT

Robert ZUSAK

�

* Awarded 1997

�NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS



Highest Point Scorers:

	Junior:		Sean CAPEL			6Blue		121 Points

	Senior:		Adam BEEHAG		14		164 Points



Highest Try Scorers:

	Junior:		Sean CAPEL			6Blue		27 Tries

	Senior:		Adam BEEHAG		14		34 Tries



Highest Goal Kickers:

	Junior:		Mitchell NYLAN		9A		14 Goals

	Senior:		Jason BEARE		18		50 Goals



Highest Scoring Team:

	Junior:		11B	347 Points

	Senior:		14	434 Points



Best Defensive Team:

	Junior:		9A	  95 Points

	Senior:		18	122 Points





Mark STEWART took his total points score for the club to 1177 points, breaking David Sullivan’s record of 1092 points.



The following players doubled up for A grade after playing for their own team, to play two games in one day:



	Steve JOHNSTON	Backing up five times, seasons total games 23

	Drew LEVIN		Backing up twice, seasons total games 21

	Dean SHIPWAY	Backing up six times, seasons total games 20

	Ben TANNER	Backing up four times, seasons total games 20

	Alan REA		Backing up three times, seasons total games 16

	Adam LYNCH	Backing up three times, seasons total games 15

	Shane CANTRELL	Backing up three times, seasons total games 15

	Andrew NINNES	Backing up three times, seasons total games 15

	Chris HOWARD	Backing up twice, seasons total games 16

	Tye FLEMING	Backing up twice, seasons total games 14

	Greg TAYLOR	Backing up twice, seasons total games 18

	Craig MARTON	Backin up twice, seasons total games 15



Matthew JAMES of the under 10’s notched up 100 games for the club.�HIGHEST POINT SCORERS IN EACH TEAM







�Junior (U6 - U12)



6Blue	Sean CAPEL	121

6Red	Hayden AIREY	105

7Blue	Steven Coughlan	25

7Red	Kain EBB	62

8A	Matt TOWELL	41

8B	Stuart BROWNE	15

9A	Mitchell NYLAN	105

9B	Blake JAMES	32

10A	Brett WRIGHT	64

10B	Ryan SMITH	48

11B	Peter ELLIS	105

12A	Daniel O’REILLY	16

�Senior (U13 - A Grade)



13B	Kane RYAN	59

14A	Adam BEEHAG	164

15	Ryan HARTUP	64

16	Mark STEWART	128

18	Jason BEARE	128

AR2	Steven LEWIS	90

AR1	Craig BATTY	44

A	Mulovai MISA	30



�







HIGHEST POINT SCORERS (50 or more)







�Junior (U6 - U12)



Sean CAPEL (6Blue)	121

Mitchell NYLAN (9A)	112

Hayden AIREY (6Red)	105

Peter ELLIS (11B)	105

Ben RYAN (6Red)	92

Jack BRUBAKER (6Blue)	82

Brett WRIGHT (10A)	64

Kaine EBB (7Red)	62

Matthew JAMES (10A)	61

Ryan Carr (9A)	54

Ryan SMITH (10B)	50

�Senior (U13 - A Grade)



Adam BEEHAG (14)	164

Jason BEARE (18)	128

Mark STEWART (16)	128

Steven LEWIS (AR2)	90

Shane NEWTON (18)	67

Ryan HARTUP (15)	64

Kane RYAN (13B)	59

Ryan WOODWARD (14)	58

Gawain GIBBONS (14)	56

Andrew JOHNSTON (16)	56

Ryan MAYNE (15)	56



��				5 SEASON AWARDS



				Leigh CAPEL	9A

				Ryan CARR	9A

				Mitchell NYLAN	9A

				Daniel SMITH	9B

				Blake JAMES	9B

				Shane CHAPMAN	10A

				Ryan JENNINGS	10A

				Cameron RING	10A

				Ryan MAY	10A

				Kane RAWLING	10B

				Chris NELSON	11B

				Corie PAYN	11B

				Matthew McKENZIE	12A

				Scott WAUDBY	14





				3 SEASON AWARDS



�Jack BRUBAKER	6Blue

Peter ELDER	7Blue

Corey MUNTZ	7Red

Nathan AIREY	8A

Joel CROFT	8A

Dane FORD	8A

Kyle MAY	8A

Daniel GOUGH	8B

Reece PIPER	8B

Stephen RING	8B

Kyle ROGERS	8B

Thomas RYAN	8B

Nathan BULLOCK	9A

Adam DRANSFIELD	9A

Chris O’REILLY	9A

David GIBBS	9B

Tyson PETERS	9B

Stuart DIBB	10A

Brett Wright	10A

Kyle BLAIR	10B

Bradley CHANDLER	10B

Mitchell CURTIS	11B

Mitchell O’REILLY	11B

Daniel SAYEGH	11B

Daniel WALKER	11B

Brett BULLOCK	12A

Bryce PURCELL	12A

Daniel O’REILLY	12A

Bradley WALTERS	12A

Rusell JOHNSTON	13B

Byron WARD	13B

Adam BEEHAG	14

Gawain GIBBONS	14

Chris HARRIS	14

�

��UNDER 6B



COACH:		Dave Mitchell

MANAGER:		Robyn McGlinchy

SPONSOR:		Laidler & Partners



TEAM:		Braidy McGlinchy, Nicholas Beacroft, David Mitchell, Sean Capel, 			Boyd Muntz, Tyler McGlinchy, Jack Brubaker, Anthony Franco, 			Brayden Davies.



















































My first year as coach turned out to be a fun year and I hope the boys and their parents had as much fun as I did.  They are a great bunch of kids who, if they stick together will win more than they lose in future years.  A special thankyou to Robin McGlinchy, who I think worked harder than I did and was always in the canteen working.  Thankyou also to the parents who helped out at training and running the lines etc.  Have a great summer guys and I hope to see you all next year.



�AWARD WINNERS



ESHMAN FAMILY TROPHY FOR 

BEST AND FAIREST:  Jack Brubaker

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Davey Mitchell



BRAIDY McGLINCHY:  Braidy is only small of stature and at times was absolutely smashed by opposing teams.  She never cried though and always got up with a smile, dusted herself off and played the ball.  She will benefit from the run this year and I hope to see her next year.



NICHOLAS BEACROFT:  Nicholas started the year late but when he switched on he went great.  Nick loved to tackle, and he didn’t care how big they were or even what jumper they wore.  As the season went on he grew in confidence and took the ball up well.  He will be a force next year.



DAVID MITCHELL:  A football natural who although out for seven weeks after breaking his arm, was our third highest try scorer with ten tries scoring 42 points.  His greatest asset is his ability to read the play, often darting out from dummy half to score.  His speed and agility will serve him well next year, and his cover tackles often left opposing players in tears.  A natural who will blitz them next year if he stays off playground equipment.



SEAN CAPEL:  Sean started the year off slowly and scored his first try in round four.  After that it was a try scoring feast with Sean’s speed blitzing opposition teams with 24 tries and over 100 points.  Playing at fullback he made some top tackles to save tries, and always held his position.  Sean’s career has just started and I’m sure now that he knows how to score, he will score plenty more.



BOYD MUNTZ:  Started slowly but when given a position warmed to the task to become a top tackler and as a forward hit some opposing players with ferocious tackles.  Boyd also scored a couple of tries and figured highly in the Best and Fairest points.  An asset to the team and I hope to see him next year.



TYLER McGLINCHY:  A strong runner of the football who consistently broke the line and carried three or four players on his back.  A great tackler who will also do well next year.



JACK BRUBAKER:  Another natural who possesses the ability to read the game.  Though not as fast as some, his elusiveness saw him score 19 tries and 79 points.  Jack is also a ferocious tackler who, like a bulldog, never gives up or lets go.  A reliable player who loves to train and just lives for the game.



�ANTHONY FRANCO:  A happy soul who just loves playing football.  Anthony still has another year in the sixes and for his size has great strength.  He was smashed a few times during the year and always grinned when he got up.  Will go well next year as he grows in confidence.



BRAYDEN DAVIES:  If there was an award for tackler of the year, Brayden would win it.  One in particular saw his much bigger opponent shaking his head, while Brayden smiled.  A great runner of the ball as well whose speed is deceptive.  Will kill’em next year.



�UNDER 6R





COACH:		Andrew Darlington

MANAGER:		Janelle Airey

SPONSOR:		C & D Painting



TEAM:		Josh Simpson, Tyson Rogers, Ben Ryan, Aaron Carrol, Eathan May, 			Matt Knigge, Hayden Airey, Hayden Ayres, Blake Campbell, 

			Zac Mitchell, Chris Croucher.



















































Well for Janelle and myself our first year with the mighty 6R’s and what a year it was.  All of the boys took to league as though they had been playing for years and I hope to see (with the exception of Ben Ryan) all the boys back in the Dragons U6’s again next year.



I would like to thank all the parents for their support throughout the year whether it be at training, at the games or supplying halftime treats for the boys.



To Janelle, on behalf of the parents and myself thankyou for the time and effort you put in over the year, it was a real help and made my job alot easier.



To Dave Mitchell and Robyn McGlinchy from the 6B’s thanks for your help throughout the year.  I would like to thank our sponsor Laidler and Partners for your support.



In closing I would like to thank everyone associated with the side in what was a great year and I hope to see everyone back down the ‘Zac’ in ‘98’.

											Andrew



AWARD WINNERS



FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Hayden Airey

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Josh Simpson



JOSH SIMPSON:  Josh was probably the teams biggest player and used his size to stop the opposition dead in their tracks.  As the season went on Josh turned into a tackling machine and topped the tackle count many times.  Josh’s first year with the Dragons and I hope to see him back next year.



TYSON ROGERS:  Tyson would have to be one of the teams most improved players and with a surname like his why wouldn’t he be.  One of the characters of the side, his growling runs were one of many highlights on a Saturday morning.  Keep going the way you are Tyson and one day you could end up playing with the Sharks just like your cousin.



BEN RYAN:  One of the speedsters in the side, scoring a bundle of tries this year using his sheer pace and step that ET would envy.  Not only was Ben’s attack great, his defence was just as strong.  He saved many tries with great cover defence.  Ben is the only player we lose to the Under 7’s next year and I’m sure that they will take him with open arms.  Good luck next year Ben.



AARON CARROL:  One of the quieter boys in the side, he did his talking out on the field with strong defence and straight and hard running, and to see Aaron’s face when he scored his first try was another highlight of the year.  I hope to see Aaron again next year because with another year in the 6’s he will become an even better player.



MATT KNIGGE:  Matt along with Tyson would be the teams most improved player.  Matt continually did the hard yards up the middle often putting a little step in which was good to see.  Matt’s defence was strong as well as getting in there and helping out his mates.  I know we will see Matt back next year in the 6’s and maybe with another little Knigge.  Top effort Matt.

�EATHAN MAY:  Eathan this year showed advantages of having older brothers in the club.  His skills are far above the average five year old and this showed in games this year.  He continually made long breaks which often ended in tries and his defence was just as strong.  Eathan will be a force next year in the 6’s and with a big off season of backyard footy with his brothers he will come back an even stronger player.



HAYDEN AIREY:  Hayden was the teams leading tryscorer this year and showed the advantages of front yard footy with the Ebb’s and Darlo’s.  Not only was Hayden a machine in attack, he was a demon in defence often forcing the opposition into mistakes with strong defence.  A force to be reckoned with next year in the 6’s, congratulations on a great season ‘H’.



HAYDEN AYRES:  Well what can you say about this little champ.  The youngest player in the Shire, Hayden turned three halfway through the year.  As Hayden’s English developed so did his football and it was great to see him in there having a go and having fun.  Good work ‘H’ and I hope to see you back next year.



BLAKE CAMPBELL:  A new recruit to the Dragons, Blake joined the side about halfway through the year.  It took him a couple of games to find his feet but by the end of the year and especially the last game, Blake showed he is going to become a very good football player.  Hopefully Blake will be back next year because he will be a tower of strength in the 6’s in 1998.



ZAC MITCHELL:  Unfortunately Zac had to move to Queensland during the year and what a loss he was.  While Zac was with the Dragons he showed what a class player he was scoring many tries with his speed and strength.  His defence was just as strong, stopping many tries.  Good luck in Queensland Zac.



CHRIS CROUCHER:  Along with Zac we lost Chris this year to soccer.  While he was with us he showed what a good player he was, scoring his first try during the year.  Good luck next year Chris whether it be rugby league or soccer.

�UNDER 7B



COACHES:		Mark Elder

MANAGER:		Steve Floyd



TEAM:		Steven Coughlan, Tristan Curtis, Peter Elder, Mitchell Floyd, 

			Scott Gates, John Ross Hunt, Scott McFadden, Khan Salamalikis, 			Joel Shears, Philip Walker.



















































Another season of Saturday morning mayhem drew to a close, ending a good season which saw us finish the year with five wins, no reserves, Stevie’s father ready to fill in, and Joel’s dad wanting to play A Grade.  Our night out at Kaos saw Yvette smash the car, Holly die of embarassment, while no mishaps occurred at our end of season night out at Engadine RSL.  A team barbecue is in the planning stage, and Stephen and I would like to thank the following people:



- Tom Coughlan and Steve McFadden for their unerring assistance each week at training;

- Maree Coughlan and Linda McFadden (the good time girls) for their encouragement from the hill, and running the “water bottle” to me after training each week;

- My wife Vikki for getting me organised on Saturday mornings.



Special mention to Mitchell’s Aunty Jo who made the trek from beautiful downtown Redfern to watch the team play each week and thus becoming the teams first “groupie”, and to all the friends and grandparents who came at various times to watch the team play, the boys do notice.



AWARD WINNERS



LIONS CLUB OF ENGADINE TROPHY 

FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Peter Elder

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Steven Coughlan



STEVEN COUGHLAN:  ‘Mr Reliable’ had a good solid year, always doing his share (and then some) in both attack and defence.  Stevie’s one of those guys whose contribution sometimes goes unnoticed, but always made an impact on the tackle count, and loves to take the ball up the middle of the ruck, his strength belying his slight build.  Will be a good footballer if he continues to tell his father to ‘shutup’.



TRISTAN CURTIS:  The good, the bad, and boy is he ugly.  Tristan’s prison issue haircut and big fend gave players from other teams nightmares on Saturday nights.  Tristan still likes to quit on Thursdays, and graduated to some Saturdays as well this year, but when focussed, his input was the equal of any, and he turned in some great games, especially towards the end of the year.



PETER ELDER:  Our ‘rock of gibralter’ at the back, Pete’s widely perceived as our best attacker, and while that may be true, he had a lot more support in that area this year, and his greatest attribute to the team was his defence, saving tries on countless occasions, always keeping us in the hunt, and consistently topping our tackle count.  Peter worked a lot in dummy half and first receiver but needs to be a bit more assertive in attack and run the ball more himself.  A good year, Peter progressed well and is becoming the complete footballer.



MITCHELL FLOYD:  Mitch can be frustrating to a coach, and is best described as being talented but lethargic.  Mitchell has by far the best tackling technique, reads a game well at his young age, is a competent organiser around the rucks, and is very well balanced athletically, yet for all this, only puts it to use spasmodically, but when he does, is among the best, if not fastest in his grade, as was witnessed with his performance against Kurnell at Anzac during the year, easily the standout performance of any player during the season.



SCOTT GATES:  Scott backed up for his second year and played strongly before moving to Wauchope mid season, scoring a good try against Como in his last game.



�JOHN ROSS HUNT:  JR is one of the new boys this year and started very tentatively, but is very keen and wins the award for the best and most well behaved at training.  As he gained in confidence, JR became a bit more assertive, showed continued improvement, and finished the year with Man of the Match and Tackling awards over the final two games, and barely missed scoring his first try not long before.  A good year.



SCOTT MCFADDEN:  One of the highlights of the year was Scotty scoring his first try, and his quick look around to make sure everyone saw it, which of course we did, except for his mother, who was off indulging her first love, netball.  Scott got a bit lazy towards the end of the year, especially in defence, but played some of his best football in his mothers absence, leading to calls for his mum to be banned from all games next year.  A comforting thought.



KHAN SALAMALIKIS:  Another of our new boys and one of our best, Khan is s bit of a natural, with good speed, and solid in defence.  Khan added another string to our attack this year and while scoring some good tries, he also contributed well in defence, in one instance running almost the full length of the field and making a try scoring tackle just short of the line.  Khan had a great year, and will be a great asset next year when he will be on $10.00 a tackle instead of the lousy $5.00 offered this year.  You’re a good dad Con, that’s more like it.



JOEL SHEARS:  Joel is what coaching is all about.  As another of the new boys, Joel was shy to begin with, and struggled early on, trying hard at training, but missing in action on the field.  Bring on Menai, and it all falls into place, scoring two tries and making eight tackles, six more than his total for the year to date.  Joel went from strength to strength after that and finished the year as one of our most accomplished players, making my year as a coach.  Well, that and tackling his dad in the mud in his good work clothes, on our final training night.



PHILLIP WALKER:  Phil started the year as a new player and showed a lot of promise before moving to the Central Coast mid season.



Thanks again to my manager, Stephen Floyd, whose input during the season at training, and on game day was invaluable and a great help to myself in ensuring all the little things ran smoothly.

�UNDER 7R



COACH:		Craig Davies

MANAGER:		Steven Ebb

SPONSOR:		Engadine Automatics



TEAM:		Nathan Brown, Stephen Clarke, Josh Davies, Kain Ebb, Brett Gibbs, 			Corey Muntz, Adam McKinley, Travis Ring, Shane Roach, 

			Tom Teuma.



















































Our second year together for most of us and another pleasing one.  We had mixed results but everyone gave their best every game.  With the boys having to do it by themselves on the field for the second half of the year they just got better and better.  Also a special thanks to Steven, Rod and Rick for their support.  A big thankyou to all the parents who helped make the season so much easier at training and on Saturdays.



											Craig.

�AWARD WINNERS



FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Josh Davies

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Thomas Teuma



NATHAN BROWN:  Nathan’s first year of football was very pleasing.  His main job was dummy half which he did very well.  The smallest player in the side but didn’t lack heart when it came to tackling and running with the ball.  Gave his best every week.



STEPHEN CLARKE:  Another good year from Stephen who never stopped trying, ran the ball well and was hard to stop once he got going.  A good tackler who used his size and strength to advantage.  Well done Steve.



JOSH DAVIES:  Josh was given the job as our first receiver in attack to offload to his team mates and to organise the side in defence, a job that he did with great ease and very well.  Also another player who lacked size but not heart.  He is a good tackler and when running had good ability to offload the ball to his support.  A great year by Josh.



KAIN EBB:  Kain also had another good year, he never took a backward step in attack and scored some good tries.  Kain’s position was fullback and his great tackling ability saved many tries throughout the season.  Well done on a good year Kain.



BRETT GIBBS:  In his second year Brett is starting to develop into a good little player.  He started the season a little slow but by the second half was a tackling and running machine who pulled off some great low tackles  and scored some good tries with his strong running style.  Well done Brett.



COREY MUNTZ:  Corey also had a very pleasing year, he just went from strength to strength and by the end of the year was virtually unstoppable.  When he ran with the ball he left many of the opposition lying on the ground wondering what hit them.  Also is a very good tackler.



ADAM McKINLEY:  Adam’s year started a little slow but he gained confidence with each game.  By the end of the season he developed into a good all round player.  His main asset was being able to make a lot of ground when it was his turn to run with the ball.  Well done Adam.



TRAVIS RING:  Travis can be proud of what he achieved this year.  His second year also and he improved every game.  He made some good strong runs with the ball and his tackling has improved immensely.  Well done.



�SHANE ROACH:  Shane’s first year of football was very pleasing.  He too started the year slowly but came on in leaps and bounds.  A good all round player, Shane scored some good tries through sheer determination and power.  But his best asset at the moment is his tackling in which he goes in low and hard.  He will develop into a player of the future.



TOM TEUMA:  This kid has a lot of ability already.  In only his first year he can be proud of what he achieved.  Tom’s running was second to none in which his strength left many of the opposition wondering how to tackle him.  He is able to palm off very well and was able to offload the ball to his support with great ease.  He also tackles very well and is definately a player of the future.  Well done “Blocka”.

�UNDER 8A



COACH:		Ross Cawsey

MANAGER:		Dave Towell

SPONSOR:		Kevin R Sheather Electrical



TEAM:		Dane Ford, Nathan Sullivan, Matt Towell, Nathan Airey, 

			Jason Raper, Joel Croft, Nathan Dibb, Gary Dover, Kyle May, 			Logan McGlinchy.



















































Well we didn’t have such a good season as far as wins go, but we did put up some good performances.  Everyone had their good games, but we just could not have everyone having their good games all together.  Anyhow, I think we had alot of fun and even the old grump wasn’t that bad.  We did very good with our raffle and we all should enjoy the day out, I believe sometime in November.



�AWARD WINNERS



FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Nathan Sullivan

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Nathan Dibb



KYLE MAY: 		Our team captain had quite a few matches out with sickness, 				but some of the games he played and still not well.  What a 				talented player he is and what alot of guts he has got.



JOEL CROFT:  		Played a lot of good games.



JASON RAPER:  		Took the ball up most games and has plenty of ability.



GARY DOVER:  		Played well alot of games and will be improved by the 					seasons.



LOGAN McGLINCHY:	Has got plenty of football brains and will get alot better next 				season.



NATHAN DIBB:  		Showed a lot of promise for his first season.  Keep it up 				Nathan.



NATHAN AIREY:		A good footballer with plenty of pace and will make any 				football team.



NATHAN SULLIVAN:	A top footballer and wherever he goes will make good.  				Good luck Nathan.



DANE FORD:  		A top tackler and really puts his body on the line.  Will go 				really well later on.



MATT TOWELL:		Can tackle and runs well with the ball.  A real good footballer 				who will make it.

�UNDER 8B



COACH:		Dennis Cotton

MANAGER:		Brett Rogers

SPONSOR:		



TEAM:		Stuart Browne, Dane Ferguson, Daniel Gough, John Keene, 

			Reece Piper, Jarryd Richards, Steve Ring, Kyle Rogers, 

			Thomas Ryan.



















































Firstly I would like to thank everybody involved in the U8B’s side, from the players, parents, committee to our proud sponsor Laidler & Partners.  I would also like to thank the many players from the U7’s who helped make up the side for us.  Special mention must go to Brett and Karan Rogers, they made my job a lot easier and I’m very proud of the job they did.  Also to Bob Piper who ran the line and always put his hand up for work.  On a sadder note and on behalf of everybody involved in the club I would like to send a big get well to Daniel Gough who was struck down by illness during the season, hope to see you next year Daniel.  Thank you to Helmut for an excellent job as recorder.

In closing I would like to comment not on the score line of this team, but the way they played with guts and determination and never took a backward step.  Look to next year boys and remember Dragons forever.  						



											Thanks											Dennis



AWARD WINNERS



BEST AND FAIREST:  Jarryd Richards

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Stuart Browne





STUART BROWNE:  Stuart like Tom has all the skills of the game, he also reads the game very well.  Excellent season Stuart.



DANE FERGUSON:  Dane was a good team member, who would always support his team mates.  He was a good trainer and was always there in defence or to take the ball up.  Keep it up Dane.



DANIEL GOUGH:  Daniel also played with alot of determination in his game.  Unfortunately he was struck down by illness early in the season and was sadly missed.  Hope to see you next season Daniel.



JOHN KEENE:  John was a bit shy at first but soon became involved in everything.  John’s defence and running of the football got better each week.  Great season John.



REECE PIPER:  All teams must have someone up front to take the ball up and Reece did a great job for us.  A very strong boy.  Thanks Reece.



JARRYD RICHARDS:  This was Jarryd’s first season of rugby league and he showed plenty of potential with some good hard tackling and running.  Well done Jarryd.



STEVE RING:  Steve’s football has improved with every game we played.  His defence at times was very good and when he ran the ball he scored some good tries.  Well done Steve.



KYLE ROGERS:  Kyle was switched from dummy half to runner and got our attack moving forward.  A very good team player.  Well done Kyle.



THOMAS RYAN:  Tom was a real strength in the team.  An excellent runner of the ball and also a very good defender.  A bit more work at training will see Tom go a lot further in rugby league.  Great season Tom.

�UNDER 9A



COACH:		Greg Townsend

MANAGER:		Len Cousemacker

			John Rea

SPONSOR:		Engadine Court Ice Creamery



TEAM:		Paul Scotland, Mitch Neylan, Ryan Carr, Adam Dransfield, 

			Chrys O’Rielly, Leigh Capel, Ken Hyde, Luke Townsend, 

			Nathan Bullock, Blake James, Daniel Smith.















































It is a shame to say this is our only premiership title, but then again it surely will help this proud club hold its head high and look to the future with hope.  During the year this team lost only two games in a very hard and high quality competition.  The reason the team did so well was because each player listened to instructions and did their very best to carry them out.  A major factor of our success was that each boy stood in the position they were put, usually in this age group players finish in a bunch in the middle of the field.  Our straight line of defence, with hard hits up the middle, and great out wide defence, constantly frustrated the opposition.  Thank you Rob Carr for your great help as trainer and to all the parents and grandparents for their support and exemplary side line behaviour.

											Greg & Len

AWARD WINNERS 



GREGORY FORD MEMORIAL TROPHY

FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Mitchell Neylan

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Chris O’Reilly



PAUL SCOTLAND:  Paul came to us halfway through the season from the Rah Rah’s and immediately slotted in and became a major source to the team.  Paul has the ability to sway and step through heavy traffic then accelerate with a great turn of speed.  Paul also is deft at slipping a pass to his supports and can kick a fair goal.  Thanks for choosing us Paul, it’s great to have you.



MITCH NEYLAN:  What a season this guy had!  Small in stature but huge on heart, Mitch entertained us with his exciting running from fullback and his great last ditch tackles saved many a try.  Mitch has a natural running style, which gets him through the defence, and incredibly quick reflexes.  Mitch also includes in his extraordinary talents a great kicking game.  Mitch is obedient, easy to train and sets a great example.  Great work Mitch.



RYAN CARR:  Another multi talented lad who scored some scintillating length of the field tries which brought the crowd to its feet.  Able to step off either foot Ryan had great speed and acceleration.  Ryan is also a handy goal kicker.  Ryan had proved a perfect finisher out wide with his backing up and ability to sniff out a try, but perhaps later in life Ryan will surely be a top class centre.  Let’s hope Super League doesn’t buy him just yet.  Well done Ryan.



ADAM DRANSFIELD:  Another small guy with a heart bigger than himself, Adam has proven to be the tackling machine of the comp.  Either tackling low with scything around the ankle efforts or hard head on hits, Adam belied his size and weight with his defensive efforts.  This lad also developed a step which with hard determined running gained invaluable ground.  In our second round game against the Family, Adam inspired the team with an awesome individual effort, possibly the best of the season.  Good stuff, Adam.



CHRYS O’RIELLY:  A very smart player, who is quick to sum up the situation, Chrys is an invaluable player out there in the middle.  Not only does he score clever tries but his head on crashing tackles make you shudder.  If there is a tougher player around I don’t know him.  In the grand final Chrys won man of the match which was no mean feat as there was eleven great players out there.  His crash tackles in the first ten minutes inspired the rest of the forwards to follow suit in like fashion.  Jolly good show Chrys.



�LEIGH CAPEL:  Hard determined running with the speed of a gazelle, Leigh was another great finisher in our team.  Dedicated and with an aggressive will to win attitude Leigh was an awesome sight to the oppositions defence.  His crashing tackles bundles the opposition into touch like a lock forward.  Leigh has a knack of showing attacking players the sideline and regaining possession.  Leigh gets a little impatient playing out wide when the play does not come his way because he is so keen to get on with it.  But remember Leigh, you won this comp because every player held his position.  Patience, Leigh, you had a great season.



KEN HYDE:  Unpredictable, cheery, clever, reflexes of a cheetah, tough as teak, and very reliable.  All these describe Ken, the intercept king.  Able to interchange with any player Ken was an impact player who kept the opposition guessing.  On many an occasion when things were looking grim, Ken, with uncanny perception, would intercept and reverse the situation by scoring.  Off and on the field Ken has a unique sense of humour which endears him to all.  Ken’s mum also won cheer lady of the year (an award will be given to her on presentation day).  Congrats Ken, you were great.



LUKE TOWNSEND:  Another tackling machine, who did more than his share of the work, Luke took the ball up at least once in every set of 4.  His hard and determined running resulted in setting up play for our scoring efforts.  Luke also scored plenty of tries himself.  An imposing figure out there in the middle, this blonde dynamo at times completely dominated the game.  A quiet boy Luke goes about his work in an unassuming but workman like way.  Congratulations on a great year, Luke.



NATHAN BULLOCK:  Nicknamed Ritto, because of his size, Nathan has improved his game so much the name is even more appropriate.  Lifting his knees and charging into the defence like a stampeding buffalo, Nathan, with three or four defenders hanging off him always made valuable ground and often ran us out of trouble.  Ritto also scored his share of tries.  Nathan left his best defensive game until the grand final.  In the first ten minutes this fella crashed into the Family with bone jarring defence which put them on the back foot, and they never recovered.  An easy going, laid back sort of guy, Ritto became a favourite among this teams followers.  You’re a good bloke Ritto.



BLAKE JAMES and DANIEL SMITH:  Blake and Daniel came up from the B side and filled in for us when needed and became an invaluable part of our team.  Their efforts in the grand final, when there was signs of tiredness toward the end of the game, was exactly what was needed.  Onya fellas!

�UNDER 9B



COACH:		David Hudson

MANAGER:		Graham Peters

SPONSOR:		Laidler & Partners



TEAM  		Matthew Mortimer, Tyson Peters, David Gibbs, Daniel Smith, 

			Blake James, Cameron Hall, Daniel Abbott, Laurie Barnes, 

			Daniel Muntz.



















































We would like to thank all the players for their commitment this year.  Although we had a bit of bad luck as fas as winning goes it was good to see the boys enjoying themselves.  Every player has improved greatly over the season and will continue to improve as they grow older and stronger.  We would also like to thank the parents and friends that turned up to every game and gave us great support.  Thanks boys, good luck in the future.



										  David & Graham

�AWARD WINNERS 



LEONARD J FLETCHER TROPHY

FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Daniel Smith

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Daniel Abbott



MATTHEW MORTIMER:  Matt has a good season this year, great determined running through the defence allowed us to gain lots of ground throughout the season.  Good effort Matt.



TYSON PETERS:  Hard running was Tyson’s specialty this year, always ready to run the ball up.  The opposition was often deterred when Tyson was coming in their direction.  Good work.



DAVID GIBBS:  Unfortunately David had an injury at the start of the season, but when he returned he was quick to recover, saving many tries from his fullback position.  Well done.



DANIEL SMITH:  A tackling machine ‘Smitty’ is always ready to bring even the biggest of the opposition to the ground.  Daniel also had the ability of good ball skills and running the ball.  Thanks for the great season.



BLAKE JAMES:  Blake’s speed, agility and determination is all he needs to outrun most of the opposition.  Blake scored some great tries this season and saved many through his defence.  Keep up the good work.



CAMERON HALL:  Cameron is a great all rounder, good speed, ball handling and a great tackler.  You have good potential Cameron, keep it up.



DANIEL ABBOTT:  A very enthusiastic player, Daniel is a great tackler, and when it came to running the ball we could always count on a big hard run.  Great season Daniel.



LAURIE BARNES:  Laurie improved greatly throughout the season.  Laurie played first receiver and often deceived the opposition with his ball handling skills.  Thanks.



DANIEL MUNTZ:  Daniel was always in the middle of the action.  Daniel is a determined player who will continue to improve throughout his football career.  Good stuff Muntz.

�UNDER 10A



COACH:		Graham Sherwood

MANAGER:		Col James

SPONSOR:		Sherwood Roofing



TEAM:		Shane Chapman, Stuart Dibb, Matt James, Ryan Jennings, 

			Chris Irwin, Ashley McMaster, Ryan May, Ryan Sherwood, 				Cameron Ring, Brett Wright, Joseph Crompton.



















































The boys picked up where they left off last season, stringing together five wins in a row, setting the scene for a promising season.  However, the second half of the season was a little disappointing, as the boys seemed to lack that killer instinct needed to win the close games at the business end of season.  It must be noted that on most weeks we played short or borrowed players from our B team or U9’s, which made it difficult to get any harmony in the side.  This team has all the ingredients needed to be a force in coming seasons with a good enthusiastic bunch of boys in the B team, and with the correct guidance, the sky is the limit.



I would like to thank all the parents for their support and participation, our sponsor Sherwood Roofing, but most of all the boys for a most satisfying season.



AWARD WINNERS



BEST AND FAIREST:  Matt James

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Brett Wright

MOST IMPROVED:  Shane Chapman

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Ryan Sherwood

BEST TACKLER AWARD:  Chris Irwin





SHANE CHAPMAN:  Shane was our five eight this season, a position totally new to him having moved up into mod league this year.  Shane fitted into the position perfectly, having good speed, strong defence evasion and even developed a great dummy towards the end of the season.  One of our keenest players and one of the stars every week.  Well done Shane.



JOSEPH CROMPTON:  Joseph played in the forwards in his first season with he Dragons and it was pleasing to watch Joseph develop throughout the year.  Joseph always had his hand up to take the ball up and do his share in defence.  Great season Joseph.



STUART DIBB:  Being one of our front rowers this season it was Stuart’s job to try and make the hard yards.  Stuart has the ability to set up his support players and unload the ball.  As the team develops Stuart’s ability in the above area will be a key factor.  Stuart is also one of the best kickers of the ball in the game making him a great attribute.



MATT JAMES:  Matt played centre this year, a position that allowed him room to use his speed and evasion, which allowed him to make plenty of inroads in the oppositions defence.  Being no slouch in defence, Matt often topped the tackle count and was always there in cover defence.  When Matt had the ball in his hands you got the feeling something was going to happen.  Well done Matt.



RYAN JENNINGS:  Ryan had the unglamorous job of dummy half which he hated.  Due to his size and passing skills he was perfect for the job and did it well.  Ryan mixed his rugby union commitments with league, which didn’t always work out travelling from one end of the city to the other on the same morning, which was a big effort in itself.  Great effort Ryan.



CHRIS IRWIN:  A great season of football from Chris, playing at outside centre.  His enthusiasm and work rate were an inspiration to his team mates.  Chris was always at the top of the tackle counts and keen to run the football.  Definitely a key player for the future.



ASHLEY McMASTER:  This was Ashley’s first year of rugby league with the Dragons. A late start to the season saw Ashley thrown into the top grade and he naturally took time to settle into the game.  By the end of the season he went from virtually no tackles to featuring in both attack and defence.  A great improver and a pleasure to coach.



RYAN MAY:  Ryan played first receiver, his job was to organise our attack, calling the plays to the forwards and backs.  A position that didn’t allow him to run the ball much, but when he did he proved to be very elusive.  Congratulations Ryan on a job well done.



RYAN SHERWOOD:  Ryan played in the forwards and on his day could be as damaging as any player in the competition.  Providing he continues to run straight, Ryan has the size and strength to bust the line, and in defence he always did his share.  We look forward to watching Ryan develop next season.  Well done Ryan.



BRETT WRIGHT:  This season Brett played in the front row and proved to be one of the most damaging runners in the game.  If we needed some metres it was Brett’s job to get us out of trouble.  If we needed a try, he was virtually unstoppable near the line.  He is also capable of hitting hard in defence and pulling off some great covering tackles.  Great season Brett.



CAMERON RING:  Cameron played in the forwards this season and is quite capable of being one of the best players in the team.  There is no harder runner of the ball or no harder tackler than Cameron, and providing he applies himself to training and on game day, will be a great asset in years to come.  I think we can expect bigger and better things from Cameron next season.

�UNDER 10B



COACH:		Kim Smith

MANAGER:		Chris Gates



TEAM:		Nathan Shaw, James Chappelow, Bradley Chandler, Ryan Smith, 			Kyle Blair, Mitchell Hatch, Brendon Abbott, Mathew Hunt, 

			Kane Rawlings, Blake Cashman, Matthew Gates.























































The boys had a very busy season with just ten players for most of the season.  Each week the boys backed up with enthusiasm, they played like a real team.  Thanks to the parents for all their support at each game.  Most of all, thanks boys for the season.  Well done.



										Sharon & Kim

�AWARD WINNERS



BEST AND FAIREST:  Kyle Blair

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Ryan Smith

MOST IMPROVED:  Mathew Hunt

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Ryan Smith



NATHAN SHAW:  Having his first season Nathan took to league very quickly.  He has loads of ability with pace to burn, a good all round player, well done Nathan.  See you next year.



JAMES CHAPPELOW:  James played his first season also with the Dragons and quickly showed plenty of potential.  A very strong runner and hard defender who trains well.  Next year look out.  Well done James.



BRADLEY CHANDLER:  Brad seems to start the season slow but with every game his confidence grows.  He was a good team man and was a strong runner.  Brad, with a little bit more determination and confidence in your own ability, you’re only going to get stronger with each season.  Well done.



RYAN SMITH:  An outstanding season from an outstanding player.  Ryan has all the ability in the world with speed, rugged defence and willingness to listen and learn.  His all round game gives him a great chance to go a long way in football.  Congratulations Ryan on an outstanding season.



KYLE BLAIR:  A very deceiving runner who had the ability to slip through the defence and score an unexpected try.  His greatest asset was his fearless head on tackling, his defence this year was faultless, pulling off some big tackles throughout the year.  A very valuable member of the team.  Congratulations Kyle.



MITCHELL HATCH:  Mitch’s first season this year.  A player with plenty of commitment and speed.  Mitch was capable of hitting hard in defence and breaking the line in attack.  Well played Mitch.



BRENDON ABBOTT:  A hard running forward and a hard hitter in defence, which left a few players a little stunned.  With his never say die effort, Brendon shows he is a player to watch in the future.  Well done Brendon.



MATHEW HUNT:  Matt had a great season with plenty of ability in attack and defence.  His long runs down field with the ability to offload and his determination in defence made him a hand full for any team throughout the season.  Well done Matt.



KANE RAWLINGS:  A player that showed he can go a long way in league.  Kane is a very strong player with plenty of skills.  He showed great improvement in the season.  All the best Kane.

BLAKE CASHMAN:  Blake had a great season.  Blake is an exceptional kicker of the ball, we always counted on Blake to put it over the black dot.  He also shows plenty of ability in attack when the ball got out to him, also he was a good cover defender.  Thanks Blake.



MATTHEW GATES:  Matt played a handful of matches before moving up north.  Matt was always in the thick of the action, some good try saving tackles and some very good runs.  Well done Matt.

�UNDER 11B



COACH:		Trevor Bailey

MANAGER:		Rob Usov

SPONSOR:		Mocopan Coffee



TEAM:		Daniel Brubaker, Tom Cotton, Mitchell Curtis, Mitchell O’Reilly,

			Sam Dixon, Peter Ellis, Andrew Hyde, Nathan Kenaly, Joel Manns, 			Blake Marshall, Jason Muntz, Daniel Sayegh, Daniel Walker,

			Chris Nelson, Corie Payn, Rhys Mowlam, Kurt Marsh, Blake Cole.



















































Well done boys on another season of improvement.  After a bit of a shaky start to the season this team really started to develop as a ‘team’.  With only two wins and a draw from the first round we were positioned in seventh place.  Again we were beaten in the first game of the second round, but I think this was the turning point for the rest of the season.  Our defence improved greatly in just one game, and after this we really started to control the following games.  We won four straight to put ourselves in 4th place and a definite spot in the semi’s and two games to play.  These were against second placed Gymea and first placed Menai.  We led Gymea with ten minutes to play and some basic mistakes saw us defeated.

We led Menai with three minutes to play and again a simple mistake saw us defeated.  We went into our semi very confident of performing well, and that we did.  I feel we were on the wrong side of the ref before the game even started, being beaten 15-17 by Bosco and having three tries disallowed.  However, we still had our opportunities (3 missed shots at goal) to win, but didn’t quite get there on the day.  Great season fella’s and now let’s look forward to the next.



I would like to thank our parents yet again, I have never been involved in a side with such a good mob.  this makes everything so much easier for us to do our bit.  Special thanks to mums and dads that help at training and on the table and flag duties.



AWARD WINNERS



LIONS CLUB OF ENGADINE TROPHY

FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Daniel Brubaker

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Joel Manns

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Rhys Mowlam

MOST IMPROVED:  Peter Ellis



DANIEL BRUBAKER:  Back to his best, Daniel again showed what a good runner of the footy he is.  No matter what, Daniel is hard and fast at them every time.  A little more concentration when catching the ball is needed, and a little more tackling practice and Daniel could surely go on to bigger and better things.



BLAKE COLE:  This was Blake’s first season of rugby league and what a surprise package.  Blake filled positions from wing to second row, and for one of the smallest boys in the side showed amazing courage and ability.  There are a few opposition forwards who felt the might of his tackle and the strength in his running.



TOM COTTON:  As our team captain, Tom displays a lot of unselfishness in his play.  His tackling is very strong and Tom has the ability to lead by example, which he showed on many occasions.  Tom probably didn’t have his best season to date, but the input is always there and he is always trying.



MITCHELL CURTIS:  Mitchell played as a reserve forward for this season and showed good improvement as the season progressed.  Another with limited opportunities, Mitchell showed that given the chance he wouldn’t let his team mates down.  There was one memorable head-on tackle against Menai in the last round which showed us that he has the ability and desire to keep improving.



SAM DIXON:  Sam was another of our team with limited opportunities playing on the wing.  A good listener and trainer, Sam soon began to contribute with his ‘no mistakes’ style of play.  Put under real pressure on a few occasions, Sam always seemed to keep his cool and pull off the right play.



�PETER ELLIS:  This was Peter’s first season of rugby league too, and what a season.  With pace to burn Peter scored many fine backline tries playing in the outside centre position.  He is a real pleasure to coach, but I think I liked most his desire to keep playing even when things didn’t go his way.  Great season Peter and I hope to see you keep playing this game.



ANDREW HYDE:  Week in, week out, Andrew just keeps going.  When tackling, I have never seen a boy with so much courage, absolutely smashing bigger opponents constantly.  At dummy half Andrew rarely makes a mistake and again for a small boy scored scored some very strong tries, some as far as 10-15 metres out.  (Two great tries in the semi, unfortunately, neither of which was awarded.)



NATHAN KENALY:  A reserve forward, Nathan has to learn to use his time better on the field.  Nathan has the ability to tackle and run strongly, but often found it hard to get involved.  With a bit more concentration at training, I’m sure Nathan will be back to his best for next season.



JOEL MANNS:  Another great season from Joel.  When running the footy he always a handful to tackle and he shows a real desire to do his best.  Cautioned a couple of times for high tackles, Joel improved his technique and really became the enforcer of our competition.  Another excellent trainer, Joel certainly has the ability to go places.



KURT MARSH:  A bit of an up and down season from Kurt, but on occasions showed some of his very best.  Kurt’s biggest asset is his love of the game, often showing the ability to ‘read’ the game better than most.  Many times he was there when the ball was kicked on the last to clean up in defence.  Our wingers still don’t see too much of the ball in attack but Kurt soon worked out his role and did get to run the ball more toward the end of the season.



BLAKE MARSHALL:  This was Blake’s first season of any type of footy.  A good listener and learner Blake soon learned how to become involved with his limited time on the field.  Another small boy who showed a lot of courage learning to tackle, Blake pulled off a couple of good strong tackles, the last one breaking a bone in his hand.  I especially liked the way he attended games and training even though he couldn’t play.  Great team stuff Blake.



RHYS MOWLAM:  Rhys took the opportunities he was given this season and forced his way into the starting line up with strong running and tackling.  He improved with every game and is certainly a player that will improve with age.  I was most impressed with the way Rhys trained this year and I’m sure this is what showed in his performances.



�JASON MUNTZ:  Jason is yet another small boy that shows great courage in tackles.  Playing as our half back Jason often found himself doing a lot of tackles, which only helped to improve his technique.  With most of our play revolving around Jason, I like the way he commits himself to playing an unselfish team game.  An excellent listener and trainer, Jason has probably learnt more already than some footballers do in a lifetime.



CHRIS NELSON:  Another consistent season from Chris.  A large boy in our side, Chris always leaves a couple of tacklers lying in his wake as he runs with the ball.  His tackling is gradually improving and his work rate improved toward the end of the season.  Also a great team man, talking and calling encouragement to all his team mates.



MITCHELL O’REILLY:  Mitchell also made the most of his limited opportunities as a winger.  As with Kurt, Mitchell reads the game well and often found himself in the right place at the right time, making good tackles and running well with the ball.  Another good team man, Mitchell is the type of player that is always prepared to listen and learn.



CORIE PAYN:  Corie shows the desire that every coach likes to see.  Every game he plays he gives 100% but he sometimes wanders a little from the team plan.  I don’t think this is a bad thing, I would just like to see him a little more selective.  Corie definitely has the imagination and the ability to be an excellent centre in years to come.



DANIEL SAYEGH:  Daniel is another large boy for his age and is fast learning how to use his size.  Everyone has seen how powerful he can be, especially down the blind.  Another who improved his tackling and his work rate as the season progressed.  Daniel has a great outlook towards his footy, enjoying every bit.



DANIEL WALKER:  Daniel only played a couple of early season games and we were all sad to see him move to the Central Coast.  Where ever he plays, I’m sure Daniel will enjoy it and will succeed.

�UNDER 12A



COACH:		Adam Lynch

MANAGER:		Bill Kemp

TRAINER:		Alan Rea

ASSISTANT:	Peter O’Reilly

SPONSOR:		Hess Air



TEAM:		Brett Bullock, Jason Dykes, Tim Felton, Chris Isaac, Mischa Iyaloo, 			Ryan Laker, Matthew MacKenzie, Tim Rose, Matthew Scholes, 			Scott Nancarrow, Daniel O’Reilly, Bryce Purcell, Dylan Reddy, 			Peter Wackwitz, Brad Walters.



















































Firstly I would like to congratulate all the boys on sticking it out in a tough year in A grade.  We knew this year was a big challenge and every week the boys continued to play their hearts out.  Although being on the wrong end of some big scorelines in the first round, by years end the scores had been halved or even bettered, and the highlight of our year being our well earned victory over last years enemy Holy Family, in which the boys looked organised and dominated in defence and attack.

To Bill Kemp, our manager I would like to thank him for his countless hours and effort he puts in behind the scenes, not only for the 12’s but also the club.  Thanks Bill.



Also to Al Rea for his assistance at training and games, and for getting the boys ready for games in the sheds just like the big boys do.  I know the kids enjoyed that.



Another guy that made my job alot easier was Peter O’Reilly who took over the reins when myself and Al had work commitments, also being our waterman every week.  Much appreciated Peter.



Finally to the parents and supporters for your ongoing support on the sidelines, running the lines, canteen and being on table duties, also getting the kids to training and games on time.  Thankyou for another enjoyable year.



											Lynchy



AWARD WINNERS



LANDERS NEWSAGENCY TROPHY FOR

BEST AND FAIREST:  Scott Nancarrow

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Chris Isaac

MOST IMPROVED:  Peter Wackwitz

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Mischa Iyaloo



BRETT BULLOCK:  Front Row.  Another great year for Brett.  Copped alot of high tackles this year which went unseen but showed his true colours by playing on every time.  A strong runner with the ball and solid ball and all tackler.  Look forward to seeing you back next year.  Well done Brett.



JASON DYKES:  Wing.  In only his second year of league, Jason is improving week after week.  Never stopped trying all year and with a little bit more confidence will come on as a great player.



TIM FELTON:  Wing.  Tim has great hands and an amazing step which saw him make several weaving runs.  Had a blinder against Holy Family making several try saving tackles.  Tim was also our stopwatch man.  Well done Tim.



CHRIS ISAAC:  Second Row.  What can I say, this guy has gone from terror to terminator.  Although playing much harder opposition, Chris ran onto the ball harder than them all.  In defence he was punishing.  Chris trained very hard and deserved his results.  Well done Chris.



MISCHA IYALOO:  Fullback.  Mischa made fullback his own this season.  He was a bit hesitant at the start but by the end was attacking the ball and bringing it back very smoothly.  Another top year and you will only get better.  Well done Mishy.



RYAN LAKER:  Second Row.  Razza had limited opportunity for his trademark length of the field run this year, but never stopped trying.  A bit more concentration at training and I’ve no doubt Ryan will be a player of the future.



MATTHEW McKENZIE:  Hooker.  Maca had a typical Maca season with organisation at dummy half and always topping the tackle count.  One of the characters of the team, but when it came to a game he gave 110% every week.  Good one Maca.



TIM ROSE:  Centre/Wing.  Tim has built up a lot this year which brought confidence into his game.  With some great runs and very fine tackles, Tim had a much improved season.  Keep up the good work.



MATTHEW SCHOLES:  Wing/Hooker/Half.  Matt started the year late, but showed early he can play the game.  Small in size but big in heart, Matt played from wing to halfback and even had a stint at hooker.  A good year Matt, good to see you back in Dragons colours.



SCOTT NANCARROW:  Lock.  Scott is a natural football player, if he’s not running the ball up, he’s in the thick of things in defence.  A tireless worker who leads the forwards by example.  Another big year Scott.



DANIEL O’REILLY:  Five Eight - Captain.  Daniel plays like he trains, 100%.  He has the ability to score from anywhere and on countless occasions cuts players in half with bone crunching tackles.  Congratulations Daniel on leading the boys in a tough year.



BRYCE PURCELL:  Centre/Second Row.  Bryce was Mr Versatile, playing in the forwards and in the backs.  Bryce has improved every week and with more confidence in his own ability, he will only get better.



DYLAN REDDY:  Halfback.  Dylan took off where he left off last year, this little guy is full of enthusiasm.  He made the move to halfback and handled it with ease.  A great pair of hands and passing game, he organised our forwards and even moves were no problem.  Dylan will be one to watch in future years.



PETER WACKWITZ:  Front Row.  Peter saw the light this year and travelled to the Dragons.  In his first year Peter really played some great football.  Hard to contain with the ball and strong in defence, he proved a handful for many sides and next year will be even better.  Top work Pete.



BRAD WALTERS:  Second Row.  Considering this guy has only played the game for two years you would think he’s been around for years.  Brad is a great trainer and is always willing to learn.  He runs the ball hard and does his share in defence.  Great year Brad.

�UNDER 13B



COACH:		Robert Howard

MANAGER:		Andrew Perry

SPONSOR:		Crossley Coaches



TEAM:		Jeffrey Bowen, Joel Cheesman, John Clark, Chris Hayward, 

			Russell Johnston, Daniel Kelso, Ryan Lupton, Nathan Manns, 

			Sean Mulchay, Brett Poole, Chris Roberts, Kane Ryan, 

			Brendon Smith, Dane Smith, Wade Tabor, Byron Ward, 

			Rodney Woodruff.



















































What can be said about this year ?  Well where do I begin ?  My first impression when I took this team was that of what I heard through rumour at that wasn’t a really good wrap.  First I heard that I had too many players, second was that they had lost every game.  Well those rumours were proven to be wrong.  I found that I had a team of 17 players who were keen to improve on last years season, and that is exactly what they did.  They improved to finish third, and an outstanding third it was.  Right from the start of the season I knew I was in for a challenging year, firstly because I was new at coaching football and secondly I had to get the team to work as a team.

Both worked out to be very enjoyable and rewarding.  Right from the first week the team started to gel and the boys started to win games.  These games may only have been trials but none the less they were a good learning experience.  Our main aim for the season was to try and win all our home games.  We were unsuccessful at that but made up for it by winning a good number of away games.  As the season progressed we learnt to deal with all different kinds of strain.  These strains we overcame and became a better team because of them.  Our biggest hurdle that we jumped with great ease was that of needing to win one of two games at the end of the season to make the semi finals.  The first of these games we were down but fought back to win, the second we won with great ease.  We won our first semi final game after being behind but unfortunately lost the final.  Although disappointing, I could be nothing shorter than proud.  This year I have seen a team of young lads start from being a team of learners to a team that has learnt.  I’d like to thank many people for helping us through this excellent season; Andrew Perry who was assistant coach/manager, also the parents of the boys who volunteered their time to help the boys, especially Peter Ryan and Kevin Tabor for being assistant manager and trainer respectively.  Finally I’d like to thank the boys for giving me the time and effort through the season, and I hope to see them all again next season.

										Robert Howard



AWARD WINNERS



BEST AND FAIREST:  Rodney Woodruff

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Byron Ward

MOST IMPROVED:  Chris Hayward

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Kane Ryan



JEFFREY BOWEN:		(Wing) Only played a few games for us but proved to be very 				deceptive with the ball.



JOEL CHEESMAN:	(Prop) Always gave 100% when running with the ball, 					always looking for gaps to run at.



JOHN CLARK:		(2nd Row/Hooker) Small in size, big in heart, always gave 				100% to every task.



CHRIS HAYWARD:	(Wing) Tackling a big player was as easy as tackling a small 				player.  Lot of heart for a small player.



RUSSELL JOHNSTON:	(2ND Row/Centre) Doesn’t talk a lot, but says plenty on the 				field.



DANIEL KELSO:		(5/8) Has a great brain for football and adapts it to the game 				beautifully.



RYAN LUPTON:		(Lock) Great ball handler form the scrum with great 					acceleration.  Has a fiery passion.



NATHAN MANNS:		(2nd Row) Shows great strength with an elusive step.



SEAN MULCHAY:		(Wing) Showed great improvement through the season and 				showed that size doesn’t matter.



BRETT POOLE:		(Fullback) Shows great leadership skills which makes him 				perfect choice of captain.



CHRIS ROBERTS:		(Centre) Definately centre material, shows great strength and 				speed.



KANE RYAN:		(Halfback) Great ball handling skills, elusive step, great 				kicking game and a good head for football.



BRENDON SMITH:	(Hooker) Being small showed no barrier just great energy for 				the game.



DANE SMITH:		(Centre) A great defender and a whiz with the ball.  Always 				gives 100%.



WADE TABOR:		(Wing/2nd Row) Showed great speed and strength which 				allowed him to play both positions equally as well.



BYRON WARD:		(2nd Row/Prop) Strength and determination sets him up for 				great go forward.



RODNEY WOODRUFF:	(Prop) Strong, describes his go forward, his tackling and his 				game.

�UNDER 14



COACH:		John May

MANAGER:		Mark Chapman

TRAINERS:		David Kidd and Craig May

SPONSOR:		Pizza Haven



TEAM:		Clint Allen, Adam Beehag, Evan Brunton, Daniel Campan, 

			Matt Chapman, Paul Cotton, Ben Craig, Ben Ford, 

			Gawain Gibbons, Kieran Glozier, Blake Jennings, Blake Mayne, 			Ryan McKernan, Nathan Pitt, Joel Reddy, Aaron Rodger, 

			Nathan Stewart, Nathan Watkins, Scott Waudby, Ryan Woodward.



















































Starting the season with some very big wins and able to remain competitive with the majority of the top sides we were looking good to be a threat in the competition.  However, a huge loss to De La Salle mid season did not do a lot for our confidence, but to the players credit they recovered and once again showed the form they were capable of to reach the semi final.  Unfortunately in this game we were beaten by a better Como Jannali side who ran out easy winners.

The players in most of their games showed enormous courage and spirit and it was only in two games that our performance left a lot to be desired.



I would like to thank manager Mark Chapman, trainers David Kidd and Craig May for the time and effort they gave the team, all did exceptional jobs and I greatly appreciate their input.  Special thanks to Rod Waudby for all the videos, they proved invaluable.  Thanks also to all the supporters who not only attended matches but our fund raising activities as well.



To sponsor Pizza Haven goes our gratitude for their support they gave to our players, we hope to see you next year.



All players should be proud of their efforts and on reaching the semi finals.  I would like to sincerely thank them for their support and the way they conducted themselves both off and on the field.

											John May



AWARD WINNERS



MICHAEL BOUGHTON MEMORIAL TROPHY FOR

BEST AND FAIREST:  Gawain Gibbons

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Adam Beehag

MOST IMPROVED:  Ben Craig

ENCOURAGEMENT:  Clint Allen



CLINT ALLEN:  Outstanding defender who saved many dangerous situations with superb copy book tackles.  Clint’s ability to judge when to leave the wing position to defend was excellent.  Clint is also a solid attacking player who knows his way to the try line.



ADAM BEEHAG:  A try scoring machine, Adam crossed the line 34 times this season.  Adam was at times unstoppable as the opposition had no answer to his powerful running.  He is also a strong defender who shows a ton of potential and should develop into a class player.



EVAN BRUNTON:  Free running back row forward who made many breaks on the edge of the ruck.  Evan was always on hand to do the hard yards and consistently supported the ball carrier.  Evan’s defence was sound and reliable.



DANIEL CAMPAN:  Caused problems to the opposition whenever he took the ball up through or wide of the ruck.  Daniel possesses a fine dummy and great fend.  Daniel’s defence, particularly in the later part of the season, was first class.



�MATT CHAPMAN:  Vice Captain.  Live wire of the side who never took a backward step and always encouraged his team mates.  Matt never shirked any task taking on much bigger players on many occassions.  Matt set up his supports well from the half back position.



PAUL COTTON:  Top defender who controlled the ruck area to perfection.  Paul’s bootlace tackles were a gem to watch, while his great dummy half work resulted in many valuable yards gained for his team.  Paul’s work rate was outstanding in every game.



BEN CRAIG:  Strong and robust forward who made several length of the field runs.  Ben was extremely difficult to contain when he was in his rampaging mood.  Ben made some big hits in the defence department and was certainly a major problem to all teams we played.



BEN FORD:  Has the ability to motivate his team mates and was always looking to become involved in any facet of play.  Ben pulled off some fine cover defending tackles.  Ben is a clever player who was never far away from the action.



GAWAIN GIBBONS:  Captain.  Outstanding talent with a brilliant side step that bewildered the opposition on many occassions.  Gawain made many fine breaks and was a perfect link man to his outside backs.  Gawain’s punishing defence certainly earned him the respect of all opponents.



KEIRAN GLOZIER:  Excellent one on one defender who made his presence felt with some mighty tackles this year.  Keiran’s attacking ability resulted in him making many important runs to help us out of some dangerous situations.  A fine team player.



BLAKE JENNINGS:  A very dedicated footballer who would never let the team down.  Blake throws an excellent pass which enables his outside supports plenty of room to move.  Blake’s cover defence and his ability to read the game are a feature of his make up.



BLAKE MAYNE:  Very capable player who had the ability to pick the right time to scamper from the dummy half position.  Blake made many fine runs for this position and had our opponents always in two minds.  Blake tackles in copy book and solid fashion.



RYAN McKERNAN:  Exceptional speedy player who scored some great tries with his sheer pace.  Ryan was able to outpace the opposition on many occassions turning a defensive situation into an attacking one.  Ryan was also sound in defence.



NATHAN PITT:  Pocket dynamo who never showed any fear when taking on much bigger opponents.  Nathan likes to be involved in every part of the game and will volunteer his services to play in any position that becomes available.  Fine all round player.



JOEL REDDY:  Strong running forward who likes to take the first pass off the ruck.  Joel is able to break the defence line with his powerful runs and his defence in that area is also of a high standard.



AARON RODGER:  Likes to make the hard yardage and was never far from the ball.  Aaron never failed to give his best whenever he took the field in both attack and defence.  His contribution to the team was exceptional.



NATHAN STEWART:  With the ability to offload to supports while being tackled, Nathan caused headaches to other teams who found it hard to contain him.  Nathan produced some fine defensive skills throughout the year.



NATHAN WATKINS:  Hard running and tough forward who takes on the other forwards with plenty of determination and good old fashion guts.  Nathan proved a great asset to our side with his never say die attitude.



SCOTT WAUDBY:  Excellent player with loads of potential.  Scott was able to beat the opposition with his outstanding attacking skills, and his positional play in defence was superb.  Scott certainly has a huge future in the game of rugby league.



RYAN WOODWARD:  A hard working player who has the talent to go all the way.  Ryan is a strong attacking player who made many fine breaks around the ruck area.  His consistent defence saw him top the tackle count often.  Excellent goal kicker.

�UNDER 15



COACH:		Larry Warner

MANAGER:		Greg Harper

TRAINERS:		Ian Bilsborough and Mike Darlington

SPONSORS:		BWB Plastic Fabricators



TEAM:		Nathan Bilsborough, Justin Brubaker, Matthew Brander, 

			David Croft, Mitch Darlington, Ryan Erickson, Michael Feening, 			Ryan Hartup, Dane Hunt, Andy James, Nick Langdon,

			Ryan Mayne, Phil Neves, Trent Newton, Ross Parsons, Ryan Smith, 

			Nathaniel Spencer, Ryan Stuart, Joel Thraves, Dane Ward.



















































I will start by thanking the guys for putting in a 110% effort each week.  This year, for many of them, was the first time they had made it to a grand final and although not being victorious they did themselves proud, their families proud and their club proud.



The team developed over the year and as each week moved along their growth as not only footballers, but as young men also moved along.  I will not single any person out, however, some of these players will be the bright lights of Cronulla’s future.



In closing I would like to thank the sponsor of our team, BWB Plastic Fabricators, our trainers Ian Bilsborough and Mike Darlington, a great effort thankyou, the parents who supported what I was trying to achieve, the players once again for your efforts and lastly Greg Harper who is not only a fantastic manager but someone I can always rely on when decisions needed to be made, and if there was an award, would be Manager of the Year



AWARD WINNERS



ENGADINE DRAGONS J.R.L.F.C. TROPHY

FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Michael Feening

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Dane Hunt

MOST IMPROVED:  Nathan Bilsborough

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Ryan Mayne



NATHAN BILSBOROUGH:  Fullback.  Nathan’s performance this year was absolutely fantastic.  This guy listens to instructions and carries them out, not only on the playing field but also at every training session.  A great team player.



JUSTIN BRUBAKER:  Second Row, Captain.  A truly tough competitor who really knows how to play the game.  An inspiration to his team mates and always leads by example.  Looking forward to big things in the future.



MATTHEW BRANDER:  Second Row.  Started off the season on the wing but as time passed, Matt really started to show his true potential eventually starting at second row and playing some great football until injury forced him to the sideline.  Came back showing his true spirit to the game.



DAVID CROFT:  Hooker.  What a champion this guy is for his size.  David does everything a coach asks for, he commits himself to all situations both on and off the field.  I look forward to working with David again next year.



MITCH DARLINGTON:  Front Row.  Mitch works hard, both at training and the game.  A solid defender who takes the ball up strongly.  A couple of injuries and sickness unfortunately hindered Mitch but look for bright things in the future.



RYAN ERICKSON:  Front Row.  It took a while for Ryan to play a true front rowers game but by the finals series his attacking raids and solid defence made our opposition stand up and take notice.  A very good year.



�MICHAEL FEENING:  Lock Forward.  Let’s hope that Michael is with this team for another couple of years as after that any district football club who knows anything about rugby league will have this young man playing for them.  An outstanding defender who also makes ground every time he touches the ball.  A coach’s dream and congratulations to Michael on an outstanding year.



RYAN HARTUP:  Front Row.  Ryan showed through the year that he really started playing as a front row forward.  He had to change his way of play and demonstrated he was willing to try his best, eventually showing true determination in the second half of the comp.  Keep working on it Ryan and the rewards will come your way.



DANE HUNT:  Second Row.  Dane is a truely outstanding potential for the future.  His attacking raids are a thing to be seen and his bonecrushing tackles are absolutely awesome.  At least Cronulla have recognised this talent, a true champion who will no doubt play top level football.



ANDY JAMES:  Hooker.  Andy showed enough potential to be used as a utility player.  Always worked hard at training and showed through the year he was a good team player.



NICK LANGDON:  Second Row.  Nick tried his very best all year.  Didn’t get many opportunities but never let the side down any time he played.  A good team player who committed himself through the entire year.  Well done Nick.



RYAN MAYNE:  Five Eight.  Ryan shows great potential and style playing at five-eight.  His ability to read a game plus his attacking flair made Ryan a force to be reckoned with.  Looking forward to seeing Ryan further develop into a great footballer who, if he commits himself, can go onto rep. status.



PHIL NEEVES:  Centre.  A solid defender and an aggressive runner with the ball, Phil had the ability to also play second row and on each occassion never let the side down.  A good team player who continually committed himself at training.



TRENT NEWTON:  Wing.  Trent grabbed his position early in the season and was never going to let it go.  Showed great ability to finish off moves and was determined in defence.  Finished off the season as our goal kicker.  A very solid year Trent.



ROSS PARSONS:  Second Row.  Rocky was only able to make the occasional game this year unfortunately, because he shows obvious potential as a free running forward and is very solid in defence.  Good luck for the future Rocky.



RYAN SMITH:  Halfback.  Ryan is a player who continually listens to and learns from what is being told to him.  He is quick to react and get the game going, his defence improved as the year progressed and Ryan has the ability to develop into a very good player.



NATHANIEL SPENCER:  Wing.  This was “Frank’s” first year of rugby league, but what an outstanding potential.  Unfortunately a bad injury hindered his season but hopefully all will be well for next year.  A solid defender who reads where to run in both support and attack.  Bad luck this year but make next year yours.



RYAN STUART:  Centre.  Ryan is big and strong and always took defenders with him on his runs.  Ryan is a footballer who has a huge potential and can only develop as time goes on.  Congratulations Ryan on a great year but watch out our opposing teams next year.



JOEL THRAVES:  Joel didn’t have alot of game time this year but to his credit Joel always was there waiting for his opportunity.  Fully committed to the team, Joel was always at training and was part of a team that made the grand final.



DANE WARD:  Wing.  Dane had a great year.  His no nonsense solid defence and his ability to run to space had him at the top of wingers for this season.  A true team player who trained hard and made sure he kept his position in the team all year.  Well done.

�UNDER 16



COACH:		Dean Longville & Kevin Green

MANAGER:		Ian Marsh

TRAINER:		Brett Longville

SPONSOR:		Garveys Piano Removals



TEAM:		Stuart Keenan, David Ward, Shane Greenup, Tim Nugent, 

			Leigh Chandler, Andrew Johnston, Mark Stewart, Tod Skevington, 			Adam Garvey, Nathan Harris, Justin Thorburn, Denis Marsh, 

			Jason O’Reilly, Mitchell Stuart, Paul Knight, Matt Pallister



















































Our team performed very well in a strong and very even competition where any side in the top six was capable of winning the premiership.  We has a difficult start to the season due to some of our players having representative commitments.  During the year we lost players due to injury and at one stage late in the season faced a full strength competition leaders with only twelve men and went down by a whisker.  Many times during the season players came up from the U15’s to help out and we thank them for their efforts.



It was always going to be very difficult to win the comp with our numbers and playing pressure football every week but our guys gave it their all with several players having their best seasons ever.  There is some enormous talent in this side and when they put it together on the day they could beat anyone.  They are a great bunch of young men who played together with great commitment and mateship.



Our very best thanks to our sponsors Garveys Piano Removals.



AWARD WINNERS



MALCOLM ROSS TROPHY FOR

BEST AND FAIREST:  Adam Garvey

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Mark Stewart

MOST IMPROVED:  Dennis Marsh

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Mitchell Stuart



STUART KEENAN:  Fullback.  “Mugsy” was our last line of defence who never let us down.  Whether it was a difficult kick to field or an opposition break of our line, he could always be relied upon to clean up and save our tail.  He always seemed to be in the right place at the right time and you never doubted he would do what was required.



DAVID WARD:  Winger.  David was our pace out wide who if he saw daylight was almost certain to score.  Although he would have preferred to play in the forwards he played out wide where we really needed him and scored some great tries.  His evasive skills and speed created many headaches for the opposition sides.



SHANE GREENUP:  Winger/Hooker.  It didn’t matter whether “Bof” was playing hooker or on the wing he always gave it his very best and he was a much improved player over the season.  He often put his body on the line with some desperate defence and always tried valiantly to never let his team mates down.  He would always give his all whatever the situation.



TIM NUGENT:  Centre/Second Row.  Tim was new to the side this year but fitted in like he had been there for years.  He was a tough competitor who never took a backward step and was equally effective when playing in the backs or the forwards.  He always put in a strong effort and didn’t have a bad game all season.



LEIGH CHANDLER:  Centre.  “Chicka” continues to improve every year and this season was his best.  His never say die defence saved numerous tries and he came up with some memorable moments during the year.  Reliability was the key to his game and his form just kept improving every game.  It’s always good to know you can put a player in a position and he won’t let you down.



�ANDREW JOHNSTON:  Centre.  Andy is the best centre in the competition.  His form in the final rounds of the competition was outstanding.  He intimidated opposition sides with his punishing defence, great speed and elusive running.  “Johno” is a fierce competitor who should go on to greater representative honours to those that he has already achieved.



MARK STEWART:  Five Eight.  Mark is an exceptionally gifted player who led our side by example week in and week out.  He was the main target of all opposition sides most of which failed to contain his influence on the game.  He promoted so many opportunities for his team mates because the opposition never knew what he was going to do next.  Mark will go a long way in this game.



TOD SKEVINGTON:  Halfback.  Tod started with us part way through the season after coming back from the country.  Although he was eligible to play U15’s he came into our side and after an impressive debut and a string of strong performances found himself at halfback where he played above himself every week.  Tod obviously has a lot of ability and he plays with great commitment.



ADAM GARVEY:  Lock.  Without doubt the best forward in the competition.  “Garves” could have got awards points in just about every game he played in, but because his performances were so consistent, it became the expected thing.  His enormous workrate, fearless defence and ability to continually set up scoring opportunities made him our Best & Fairest player.



NATHAN HARRIS:  Second Row.  Nathan’s consistent improvement over the past couple of seasons continued with him having his best year to date.  He gave his all every game and often it was his crunching defence that stopped the opposition in its tracks and put them on the backfoot.  Nathan was another whose performances were so consistently reliable that it became expected.



JUSTIN THORBURN:  Front/Second Row.  When “Jus” put his mind to it he could be an impact player in the game.  His tireless defence and strong running of the ball made him a difficult player to contend with.  He had some memorable games during the season when his big charges up the middle had the opposition on the backfoot.



DENIS MARSH:  Front Row.  Denis’ improvement over the last couple of years resulted in him having the best season ever.  His ability to get us going forward again when we seemed to be stuck was a feature of his game.  He combined this with very strong defence and put in consistently strong performances every week.  It would be good to see him go on from here.



�JASON O’REILLY:  Hooker/Halfback.  “Jack” started at halfback and ended up at hooker during the course of the season and played both positions with total commitment and enthusiasm.  His move to hooker increased our options around the ruck area and his energetic defence combined with his ability to make yards from dummy half was so valuable.



MITCHELL STUART:  Front Row.  “Big Mitch” was our tower of strength in the middle whose performances just kept improving every game.  Just as he was reaching his best form of the season we lost him for several weeks with injury when we really needed him.  His great defence and ability to make a break and offload shows that he has so much potential for the future.



PAUL KNIGHT & MATT PALLISTER were unfortunately injured very early in the season and their anticipated efforts and abilities were sorely missed during the season.

�UNDER 18



COACH:		Mark Watchorn

MANAGER:		Neville Croft

TRAINER:		Joel Levin

STRAPPERS:	Mike Darlington and Ian Bilsborough

BALLBOYS:		Josh and Tim Rose

SANDGIRL:		Amanda Usov

SPONSORS:		Waratah Meats, Kevin R Sheather, Fuller & Ross Auto motive, 			Stapleton Meats - Engadine.



TEAM:		Kris Schofield, Jason Beare, Lee Wilson, Luke Forbes, 

			Brad Johnston, Aaron Palmer, Daniel Chapman, Trent Croft, 

			Shane Newton, Mitch Osborne, Daniel Brander, Jamie Smith, 			Nathan Rose, Mark McKernan, Andrew Darlington, James Beehag, 			Scott Laker, Jack Phillips, Chris McNally, Lincoln Hunt, 

			Troy Usov, Michael Frost, Jamie Lupton, Grant Nancarrow.





















































First of all I would like to congratulate the whole squad on their efforts this year in making the Grand Final.  Although we lost I’m sure the lesson’s learnt this year will help us in the future.  The commaderie and spirit we showed this year was the main ingredient to our success, and if we all keep this attitude I’m sure a premiership title is just around the corner.  Personally I would like to thank every single player for always putting the team first.  These unselfish attitudes always go towards the making of great football sides.  Which you most certainly are.  It’s been an honour and a privilege to be associated with all of you this year and I hope to see everyone back up again next year.  We still have some unfinished business to do.



To the coaching staff, I’d like to thank Neville Croft and Joel Levin for their efforts during the year, I couldn’t have done this without them.  To my strappers, Ian Bilsborough and Mike Darlington who both managed to juggle the responsibilities of two sides all year, thanks heaps fella’s.  To my sister Kellie for her efforts in raising and organising funds for the team and for doing just about anything I asked.  Luv ya Sis!



To my ballboy’s Josh and Tim Rose and sandgirl Amanda Usov, thanks for turning up each week and helping out.



And of course I would like to thank all the sponsors for their contributions this year.  Anyway, I hope to see everyone involved back again next year and let’s go one better.



										Mark Watchorn



AWARD WINNERS



BEST AND FAIREST:  Aaron Palmer

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Luke Forbes

COACH'S AWARD:  Trent Croft

MANAGER'S AWARD:  Shane Newton





KRIS SCHOFIELD:  Fullback.  Scoey had a great season this year playing 16 games and scoring 8 tries for 32 points.  A great attacking fullback and also a great defender.  His communication skills in defence was a feature of his play.  It was always a comforting thought knowing that Kris was at the back for us.  A big future in the game.  Well done mate.



JASON BEARE:  Wing.  Jason was our point scoring machine this year, playing 17 games and scoring 7 tries and 50 goals for 128 points.  Apart from his goal kicking, Jason is a very good player with the ball in his hands.  He is very fast and made lots of ground bringing the ball back this year.  Always a good trainer and I hope to see him back next year.

�LEE WILSON:  Centre.  Lee was one of the best centre’s in the comp this year, playing 17 games and scoring one try for four points.  Although he didn’t score many points his strong running and never say die defence played a big part in the teams success this year.  Lee is a natural born footballer with all the skills and with dedication and commitment has a big future with the game.



LUKE FORBES:  Centre.  From what I’ve seen of this player, Feret had his best season this year.  Playing 18 games this year scoring 10 tries for 40 points, always one of the first players picked each week.  His positional play and his understanding with his outside backs was a feature of his play.  Feret has a great tackling technique which made it very hard for opposing backlines to work.  Feret showed plenty of versatility this year, when called on to play halfback for four games, he stood out in that position as well.  Congratulations on a great season.



BRADLEY JOHNSTON:  Wing.  Another fine season by one of the veterans of the team, Johnno played 18 games this year scoring three tries for twelve points.  A great team player with good hands and sound defence, Johnno didn’t miss a game all year.  Always keen to take the workload off the forwards Johnno made plenty of blockbusting runs in this role.  Johnno is a very good trainer and would be an asset in any team.  Well done mate, I hope to see you next year.



AARRON PALMER:  Captain.  Five-eight.  Anyone who saw Aarron play this year would have to agree that he has all the skills needed to obtain success at the highest level.  As Captain, Aarron lead from the front, at training and especially on the field.  Playing all of the 18 games he scored five tries and one goal for 22 points.  With great hands and a superb kicking game Aarron’s contribution to the team this year has been immeasurable.  Congratulations on a fine season and I wish you all the best in the future.



DANIEL CHAPMAN:  Halfback.  One of the younger players in the side, Chappo had a mortgage on the number 7 jumper early on, and kept it all year.  Playing 14 games this year, scoring three tries for twelve points, Chappo was one of the first players picked each week.  A courageous defender with a great passing game, his positional play and his understanding with his outside backs was a feature of his play.  A very keen trainer with a never say die attitude, Daniel could hold his own against any opposition.  Congratulations on a great season and I hope to see you next year.



TRENT CROFT:  Lock.  Changing position from Hooker to Lock this year, Crofty was an inspiration in the back row.  Playing 16 games this year, scoring six tries for twentyfour points, Trent can hold his head high on having a great season.  Probably one of the fittest players in the side, he led from the front in all facets of the game this year, especially in defence.  Trent’s efforts this year were a major reason why we had the best for and against for the year.  Congratulations on a great season and I wish you all the best in the future.

�SHANE NEWTON:  Hooker.  Shane played 17 games this year scoring 16 tries, 3 goals and 1 field goal for a total of 71 points.  A dedicated trainer, Shane has all the skills needed to be successful in this game.  A great dummy half with good vision which lead to many a try being scored.  Shane’s running from dummy half and his cut ‘em down style defence lifted the team on many occasions this year.  I know that Shane will get a chance at rep football and I wish him all the best for the future.  Well done mate.



MITCH OSBORNE:  Front Row.  Mitch is another player who grabbed his position early and held onto it all year.  Mitch played 16 games this year and lead from the front all year.  His hard running style was an inspiration to the team.  A keen trainer and a good listener, Mitch was one of the most consistent performers all season.  Mitch showed plenty of courage this year coming back from a few heavy knocks which would have discouraged a lesser player.  Congratulations on having a great season and I hope to see you next year.



DANIEL BRANDER:  Lock, Second Row.  Daniel played eight games this year scoring one try.  Daniel was the form player during the pre season trials but unfortunately he received a bad injury before the comp started, then Daniel had to undertake the long haul back onto the field.  Full credit where it’s due, Daniel worked hard and stuck to his guns and eventually forced his way back onto the field at the right time of year where he proved a valuable asset to the team.  We all appreciate Daniel’s efforts this year and I hope he comes back next season bigger and better.  Daniel has certainly got the skills and ability to be a permanent fixture in any team.  Well done mate.



JAMIE SMITH:  Second Row.  Playing 15 games this year and scoring one try, Jamie had a great season.  His strong running and crushing defence was an inspiration to the younger players.  Nicknamed The Axe by his team mates, opposing forward packs were always on the lookout for him.  Having Jamie on the field for us was a huge advantage over the opposition.  With a bit more dedication to training Jamie could achieve anything he wants to.  Congratulations on a great season and I hope to see you next year.



NATHAN ROSE:  Second Row.  Another one of the younger players coming through, what Rosey lacked in size he more than made up for with enthusiasm and determination.  Playing 17 games this year Rosey was always an inspiration on the field.  With a heart like Phar Lap Rosey never took a backward step.  His deceiving running game along with his kamikaze type defence was a huge bonus for us.  An excellent trainer and a great team player, Rosey would be an asset in any team.  Congratulations on a great year and I hope to see you next year.



MARK McKERNAN:  Centre, Second Row.  Big, strong, fast with all the skills, Mark has all the right attributes to go all the way in the game.  Playing 17 games, scoring ten tries for forty points, Macca showed on numerous occassions that he is a match winner.  Starting the season in the backs he was called on to play in the forwards for the teams sake.  His performances in the forwards was a major contribution to our run into the Grand Final.  Mark is destined for bigger and better things and I wish you all the best in the future.



ANDREW DARLINGTON:  Second Row.  A fitness fanatic and a football fanatic, Darlo eats, sleeps and drinks rugby league.  One of the most improved players in the team, Andrew played 13 games this year scoring two tries for twelve points.  Darlo started the season on the bench but it didn’t take him long to force his way into the team.  Once there he held onto his position all year until succumbing to a bad injury two weeks before the semi finals.  Badly missed on Grand Final day, I know Darlo has the dedication and commitment to get back on the field, bigger and better next year.  Congratulations on having a great season and I hope to see you next year.



JAMES BEEHAG:  Front Row.  The form front rower of the competition, Jimmy played 17 games scoring one try.  Always leading from the front and never taking a backward step, Jimmy was an inspiration to his younger team mates.  Always prepared to do the hard yards, Jimmy also came up with the big hits when needed.  With a bit more dedication towards training there is no reason why Jimmy can’t achieve success at representative level, which I am sure he will get a chance at after this year’s performances.  Congratulations on having a great season and I wish you all the best for the future.



SCOTT LAKER:  Second Row, Front Row.  Scott made every post a winner when he took the field this year.  Playing eight games, his string running and solid defensive game kept the pressure on all the forwards to keep performing week in and week out.  Scott is one of the best trainers in the squad and being one of the veterans of the team I’m sure he will be back next year after that elusive premiership.  Congratulations on your efforts this year and I hope to see you back next year.



JACK PHILLIPS:  Wing.  Jack was another player who made the most of his chances when on the field.  Coming off the bench he eventually forced his way into the team through sheer brilliance.  Playing seven games and scoring two tries, Jack had cemented his position in the team until a bad injury unfortunately forced him out at the end of the season.  Congratulations on your efforts this year and I hope to see you back next year.



CHRIS McNALLY:  Front Row, Second Row.  A specialist prop forward, Macca kept the pressure on our big fellas this year to keep performing every game.  Playing six games and scoring one try, Macca never let anyone down when he took the field.  A strong running and defensive game, Macca is also a dedicated trainer.  Congratulations on your efforts this year and I hope to see you next year.



LINCOLN HUNT:  Hooker, Halfback, Wing.  Lincoln was another player who made the most of every opportunity.  Probably the keenest player in the squad.  Playing seven games Lincoln was thrown into the pressure position of hooker dummy half on numerous occassions and handled the pressure magnificently.  Possessing a great pair of hands, Lincoln is also a good reader of a game.  Linc also showed his versatility this year when asked to play on the wing late in the season and proved to be one of the best players on the day.  Congratulations on having a great year and I know you’ll be back next year.



TROY USOV:  Centre, Wing, Fullback.  Troy had his first season with the Dragons this year playing eight games.  Troy had to juggle two sports at once this year which prevented him from attending some training sessions, but when Troy took the field he never let anyone down.  Troy is quick with a good step and possesses a freakish pair of hands.  With more commitment and dedication Troy could be anything on the football field.  Congratulations on your efforts this year and I hope to see you next year.



MICHAEL FROST:  Second Row, Front Row.  Another veteran of the side, Fruit never let anyone down when he took the field.  Fruit played six games this year and always tried his guts out.  Slightly built for a forward Fruit is scared of no one.  We thought we’d lost Fruit halfway through the year to Super League but fortunately Fruit remained loyal to the team and came back to restore our team spirit.  Always a pleasure to coach I hope to see you back next year.



JAMIE LUPTON:  Hooker, Second Row.  Unfortunately we didn’t see much of Luppo this year.  Playing two games Jamie received a bad shoulder injury and was forced out for the rest of the year.  I hope he can overcome his injuries and get back on the field next year.  Even though he couldn’t play he still remained an active part of the team which was great for team spirit.  That’s what this club is all about.  Well done mate.



GRANT NANCARROW:  Front Row.  Grant only played one game this year before being struck down with Glandular Fever forcing him out for the rest of the year.  He was sadly missed by everyone this year and we all wish him a speedy recovery.  Grant is highly respected amongst the team, I know his love of the game will see him back on the field soon.

�A  RESERVES  (2)



COACH:		George Crawford

MANAGER:		Graham Thurkettle

TRAINER:		Glen Bloor

BALL BOYS:	Ryan & Blake Jennings

SPONSOR:		Giant M Sports



TEAM:		Ben Bevan, Troy Brinkworth, Chris Brown, Scott Frater, 

			Martin Edson, Brett Fleming, Tye Fleming, Nathan Gale, 

			Wayne Hood, Chris Howard, Michael Jackson, Steve Johnston, 			Anthony Jones, David Kidd, Steven Lewis, Paul McGroder, 

			Surash Nair, Andrew Perry, Andrew Smith, Ben Tanner, 

			Greg Taylor, Ian Wilcox, Mark Wilks.



















































Congratulations guys on this season performances and achievements in reaching the final of the competition, a competition where the grand finalists in our division would have been worthy grand finalists in the major A Grade competition.



I believe your individual ability and confidence has improved immensely this season.  Playing older, more experienced guys on a week to week basis will prove invaluable experience, for all of you who continue to play next season, hopefully in the correct age group, or in a better structured competition.



To pinch a quote from Bluey, “You guys have something special happening”, you are great mates, you enjoy doing things together, which generates the enthusiasm necessary to do well in the various team sports in which you are involved.



I have enjoyed my time associated with you, great memories and friendships, I will follow your futures with great interest.



To our award winners, congratulations from our team management and all players.



For myself and on behalf of all players, thankyou to our manager Graham Thurkettle, our assistant coach and trainer Glen “Bluey” Bloor, for their tremendous contribution throughout the season, ensuring our finances, our social life, fitness and football skills continued to maintain a high level.



Many thanks also to “Spielberg” (Steve Way) and his video crew, to our ball boys Blake and “Chucky” and injured players who assisted whenever and wherever possible.



To our sponsor Giant M Sports, thank you for your generous support.



To the management of Engadine Dragons Football Club thank you for your support, the opportunity to play football and retain our team identity.



To all parents, supporters, friend of players, thank you for your interest and encouragement throughout the season, it was appreciated.

											George



AWARD WINNERS



BEST AND FAIREST:  Steven Lewis

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Martin Edson

COACH'S AWARD:  Steve Johnston

MANAGER'S AWARD:  Paul McGroder





BEN BEVAN:  Winger.  Beaver had a great season, “Mr Dependable”.  He may not run 100 mtrs in even time, however on the rugby league field where wingers are much more involved I am still waiting for Beav. to make a mistake!  Well done Ben.



�TROY BRINKWORTH:  Second Row Forward.  “Brinkie” has a shoulder problem.  Half way through the season I thought he was gone, he reminded me that he was still available to play, plenty of tape and he is into it.  Brink doesn’t take a backward step, good forward, good defender, scores tries, what more can I say ?!



CHRIS BROWN:  Winger.  “Charlie”, one of the Waterfall set blew in for the season, started from day one and stayed all season.  Quick, elusive, good hands, good party, good ‘hit’ out at Bundeena in the second round and bounced straight up.  Good season Charlie.



MARTIN EDSON:  Second Row, Prop Forward.  Marty has had a great season.  After spending the off-season rowing, Marty’s low driving defence was great, his ability to drop the ball carrier in his tracks was outstanding.  Marty has shown great determination running the ball, breaking the forward line regularly with his straight, hard running.  Another great team player, thanks Marty for a great season.



SCOTT FRATER:  Forward.  Scott returned mid season after a few years break, to play with the Dragons.  A good defender, good ball carrier, good team man.  Come back next season Scott, you can sure play!



BRETT FLEMING:  Forward.  “Monk” returned after a season off, only to have an eye problem prevent him playing most of the season.  Kept training, eye ok, he’s back playing two games before the semi’s.  Rough and tough, strong defender, not always out of the handbook, but effective.  A strong runner of the ball, makes good yards.  Lets hope we see more games next season.



TYE FLEMING:  Centre.  “Rooster” is another good strong player.  A danger man with ball in his hands, can break the line, very quick, scored some good tries.  Memorable moment - a first class game in A grade after a full game in our competition.



MIKE JACKSON:  Winger, Centre, Fullback.  Jacko joined us this season and although appearing a little nervous at first settled in well and played damned good football in the positions mentioned above.  Jacko has all the skills, a good trainer and a good team player.  See you back at Anzac next season.



NATHAN GALE:  Hooker, Centre.  “Short legs” can do it all.  Took over as captain due to injury and did a great job.  Asked for a trial in the forwards and did a great job.  Played in the centre- did a good job.  Good defender, good dummy half, makes easy yards in the middle, good trainer.  Great season!



WAYNE HOOD:  Five Eight, Centre, Fullback.  Hoodie having his first season with us came with big wraps and after a few games the nerves disappeared and ability took over.  A strong player in both attack and defence.  The dreaded hamstring tear two weeks before the semi’s, battled on in the semi only to make it worse.  Another good team man, come back next season Hoodie.



CHRIS HOWARD:  Front row forward.  Howie our captain for most of the season also succumbed to the dreaded hamstring tear, although a couple of weeks earlier than Hoodie.  Intense physiotherapy (thanks to Josie) saw him take his place in the semi and final and although handicapped gave 100% effort as is customary with Chris.  Howie played up in A Grade when asked and certainly showed the true level his game can reach when pressured.  Well done Chris.



STEVE JOHNSTON:  Lock, five-eight.  “Jock”, I have watched and admired Jock play with Engadine for many seasons and being his coach this season has only further impressed me with his ability.  A great club player, doesn’t say much, just lets his actions do the talking.  A very strong, clean defender, leaves plenty of calling cards behind.  Jock in an unselfish player with the ball in hand, always ready to unload to support, however if given the opportunity will score tries.  A strong trainer, great team man.  Well played Jock!



ANTHONY JONES:  Hooker, Winger.  Jonesy was ready to play U20’s, had no team to play in, didn’t wish to leave the club, mad a decision to play with us.  I’m pleased he did.  A very capable player, I’m sure he will benefit from the season.  On a bus trip home from a game he mentioned “he was quicker than Louie”, a winger is injured, Jonesy takes his place.  I knew he could defend, he is quick and cements a wing position for the semis and the finals.  Well done Jonesy, a good season.



DAVID KIDD:  Fullback, winger.  Lobes hadn’t played for a season, hadn’t trained pre season but happened along at our first trial with boots in his car.  We were a bit short of players, out come the boots, like a true champion he is on the field.  Unfortunately Lobes suffered a badly broken ankle mid season and wasn’t able to play again.  An experienced player, we missed his input, a strong defender, try scoring machine and certainly a great bus driver.  Thanks Lobes for a good season.



STEVEN LEWIS:  Five eight, Centre, Fullback.  Louie is an exceptional player.  Louie like Jonesy joined our side because there was no team in his age group at the club.  Although perhaps a little overawed at first, once settled Louie has deceptive speed, the vision and ability to beat the defence, go to the try line or set up his support players.  Louie is a capable defender and a good goal kicker.  Off season upper body build up, strength and speed training could see you go all the way Louie.  Take a tip - set your goals high.  Thanks for a great season.



PAUL McGRODER:  Second Row, Lock.  Macca is a good player who has yet to realise his potential.  A very strong ball runner, can get into a gap with ease, unload great passes.  Macca also has the ability to close down dangerous attacking plays with strong ‘ball and all’ defence.  Macca, do some off season work and take your game to a higher level, who knows how high you can go!  Good season Macca.



�SURASH NAIR:  Winger, Centre, Fullback.  “Hash” another young guy having his first season with us and hopefully not his last.  Hash has all the skills and a fierce competitive streak.  The longer the season went, the better he played, culminating in great games in the semi and the final.  We have not seen Hash at his best yet, see you next season.



ANDREW PERRY:  Front Row.  “Pezza” is another great team player and good club man, involved in coaching a young side as well as playing.  A good strong front row forward, always willing to cart the ball forward.  A good defender in the tight forward area.  Andrew, it is guys like you who keep pressure on starting players to perform at their best and maintain the high standard of football and team results we require.  Well done Pezz, a great season.



ANDREW SMITH:  Fullback.  “Smitty”, unfortunately for us and Engadine supporters Andy broke his ankle very early in the season playing A Grade and we all missed seeing his exciting fullback play.  Never one to train the house down, Andy is a very capable player, lets hope we see him back playing next season.



BEN TANNER:  Centre, Fullback.  “Rowdy” is another great club man whose football continues to improve with every season.  Another guy who played on in A Grade after a full game with us and handled the older players extremely well.  As Rowdy did last season, he played himself out of a mid season slump and had a big game in the final.  A big, string centre, good attacker and strong, safe defender.  Still room to take your game to another level Ben.  Thanks for a great season.



GREG TAYLOR:  Halfback.  “Tayls” is all courage.  A young guy who plays up in an age group beyond his years and more than holds his own.  A very quick player whose speed over 25 metres when used correctly results in plenty of tries.  Tayls is a good defender who can bring much bigger players to ground with copy book defence.  A good passing game and the ability to direct team mates around the field.  Tayls, you have plenty of ability and courage, you are the best judge of what your body can take.  Thanks for a great season.



IAN WILCOX:  Second Row, Lock.  Wilco plays a very high standard of football and perhaps this season became the target for some cheap high shots, more so than other players.  After absorbing much of this practice his confidence was affected, however, by seasons end Wilco was back to his side stepping, ball running best.  A good safe defender, Wilco is a great team player.  Well done Wilco.



MARK WILKES:  Prop Second Row.  “Country”, backing up for this season, Mark as always was in the thick of the action, until a leg injury he received curtailed his ability to train regularly and force his way into the starting six.  Country, at full fitness, is a great asset, good ball player and safe defender, another good team man responsible for the level of play required to stay in the starting line up.

�A  RESERVES  (1)



COACH:			Mark Dodge

MANAGER:			Trevor Rogers

TREASURER:		Brian Cannings

TRAINERS:			Wayne Smith, Brett Taylor

STRAPPER:			Kay Cannings

BALL BOYS:		Kane Ryan, Matthew Chapman

SPONSOR:			Windmill Chinese Restaurant

GEAR SPONSOR:		Steve Ebb, Engadine Automatics



TEAM:		Craig Batty, Paul Colenso, Andrew Colenso, Mick Conroy, 

			Mark Cregan, Shane Cantrill, Brook Fleming, Brett Headley, 

			Pete Johnstone, Hilton Lees, Adam Lynch, Crew Levin, 

			Graham Markley, Craig Marton, Tom Morrison, Sean Mathieson, 			Andrew Ninness, Warren O’Dempsey, David Page, Alan Rea,

			Craig Sheehy, Dean Shipway, Mark Southern, Wayne Smith, 

			Wayne Turner, Adam Winnell, Gary Vitelli.



















































A good season by the boys, and considering the circumstances they deserve a lot of credit for going as far as they did.  



Losing a lot of our top players from our 1996 side, it was never going to be easy, especially with the huge injury toll we suffered during the year, losing players of the calibre of Wayne Smith, Richard Taylor, Sean Mathieson, Brett Taylor and a host of others.  But the new players to the club this year all fitted in well, moulding into a close knit team, and I’m sure they enjoyed their year and intend remaining with the Dragons next season.



Unfortunately our trip away didn’t eventuate this year, due to a variety of reasons, but I know with a lot more time to work with next season, we’ll be able to have a week to remember in 98.  But the end of the season barbecue should go a long way to take away this disappointment, with all A Grade players invited.



To our coach Mark Dodge, another great season at the controls, putting a lot of his time, and a great amount of dedication into preparing the side.  With coaches of Mark’s calibre running the senior sides, the club’s future on the paddock is in good hands.



Thanks also to our trainers, Brett Taylor and Wayne Smith on a job well done, along with Brian and Kay Cannings who continued their long association with the teams as treasurer and strapper respectively.



Our ballboys Kane Ryan and Matthew Chapman, both carried out their tasks to  perfection, and their efforts were much appreciated.



A special thanks to Mark Chapman for filling in for me during my absence on Grand Final day.  Also a special mention to two long time sponsors, Peter Quan of the Windmill Chinese Restaurant who has been the teams jersey sponsor for the past four seasons, and Steve Ebb of Engadine Automatics who donated the team shirts this season.  The money and support both men put into the side was much appreciated and we hope to see them at the team get together after the presentation weekend.



A thankyou also to the club executive and their committee for the fine job done this season in preparing Anzac, and steering the club in the right direction.



In closing, I’d like to acknowledge the efforts of Barry and the A Grade team.  Despite a spate of injuries and the reliance of players backing up each week, it was only bad luck in a number of games that cost them a finals spot.



I know that next season, with the best players on the field, we will again be back where we belong in the local A Grade competition - on top at number 1.



Unfortunately the Grand Final did not go our way as we finished on the wrong side of the ledger 16 to 10.  We were in front at half time leading 10 to 2 but Gymea edged ahead at the end.

AWARD WINNERS



BEST AND FAIREST:  Hilton Lees

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Paul Colenso

COACH'S AWARD:  Wayne Smith

MANAGER'S AWARD:  Adam Winnell





CRAIG MARTON:  Fullback.  Craig’s second season with the Dragons, and I can’t recall him having an off day.  Very safe under the high ball, with a keen positional sense, he was a very valuable member of the team, his attacking prowess, coupled with a good defensive game making him stand out many times during the year.  Still a youngster eligible for the under 20’s, Craig this year represented NSW in the Deaf State of Origin clash against Queensland for the fourth time.  I have no doubt Craig will make a big bid for the A Grade fullback spot next season.

1997 Record - 13 AR games, 2 A Grade games, scoring 4 tries and 2 goals.

Club Record - 24 games scoring 10 tries and 1 goals.



DAVID PAGE:  Wing, Fullback.  A real crowd pleaser Pebbles is now in his fourth season with the club and has proved a real personality player during that time.  Given a yard to move, his electrifying speed saw him create havoc out wide, leading the way to some great tries.  Also representing the NSW Deaf Side for 7 seasons Dave was a great team man and could always be relied  on for that little extra when it was needed in more than one tight spot during the year.  A popular member of the A Grade squads and always ready to back up for a second game, he can look back on a good season.

1997 Record - 12 AR games, 2 A Grade games, scoring 5 tries.

Club Record - 36 games scoring 13 tries.



PAUL COLENSO:  Wing, Fullback.  Jock’s first season with the Dragons and he proved a very versatile member of the squad, playing in several positions during the year.  A desire to play at his full potential each week saw a committed player in both attack and defence, and it was very rare to see him make a mistake, as each week he produced a consistent brand of football that saw him to the fore in post match discussions.  Jock is one of the main achievers in the team and hopefully he’ll back up next year when we get together to do it all again.

1997 Record - played 16 games, scoring 4 tries.



PETE JOHNSTONE:  Centre.  A big free running centre, 1997 was Pete’s first year in Dragon colours and he made quite an impression.  Making many fine breaks he had the ability to offload some great ball to his support players in the lead up to many tries.  Tigerish in defence, he managed to finish on top of his opposing centres in each game played, and his presence was of great value to the side, his wingers especially revelling in the room to move out wide his ball skills created.

1997 Record - played 15 games, scoring 3 tries.



CRAIG SHEEHY:  Wing.  Craig’s first year of league and he proved a revelation, and if he backs up next year will be a top winger with this seasons experience under his belt.  A very safe player, I can only recall him dropping one ball all year, he finished off well to score some top tries, and made his presence felt in defence, with very little progress made down his wing as he constantly outplayed his opposition.  Craig can only get better and I hope this was only the first of many season with the club.

1997 Record - played 11 games, scoring 2 tries.



ALAN REA:  Five Eight.  Al started with the side, before his ability saw him called up to A Grade for a good part of the year.  Another of the players who played two games on many occasions, he has for a long time been one of the club’s finest players with well over a hundred games to his credit.  In attack there’s none better, always able to break the first line and being able to offload the ball, as well as a good chip and kick game, while his defence didn’t suffer in comparison, not many getting past him.  A top club man, Al was a member of last years A Grade premiership team, as well as being assistant coach of the 12A’s.

1997 Record - 7 AR games, 9 A Grade games, scoring 1 try (AR’s)



HILTON LEES:  Five Eight.  The team captain, Hildy brought a lot of experience to the team, having played in A Grade premiership sides for the Dragons, plus a season in France.  Even though his fitness level isn’t at an all time high, he still showed his class with some impressive games throughout the year.  A cool decorum coupled with a keen footballing mind, he provided great stability to the team, leading the younger players by example.  Solid in defence, with a deceptive running game that saw him able to break the first line with ease, he has a lot of football still left in him and hopefully we’ll see him doing the rounds again next year.

1997 Record - played 17 games scoring 5 tries, 3 goals and 1 field goal.

Club Record - 181 games, scoring 45 tries, 10 goals and 2 field goals.



TOM MORRISON:  Winger.  The club’s greatest survivor, the fireman first played A Grade in 1986 and is still going strong after more than 100 A Grade games under his belt, and if his 50 yard try, beating half of the Sutho side is any criterion, there is still a season or two left in the old fellow.  Coming down initially to give the coach a hand at training, Tom only played when we were short one game, but then he was hooked and played in most of the games from then on.  A great club man still playing as well as ever.

1997 Record - played 12 games, scoring 1 try.

Club Record - played 113 games, scoring 24 tries and 1 goal.



WAYNE SMITH:  Half.  Losing Wayne with injury after five games proved a major loss to the side and definitely meant the difference in a couple of our mid season losses.  A brilliant attacking game from the halfback spot saw him create havoc around the rucks, his speed off the mark giving defensive lines plenty of headaches in the five matches played.  As good as any half in junior league, Smithy stayed on as the team’s assistant coach/trainer and was a major part of our success this year.

1997 Record - played 5 games scoring two tries.

Club Record - played 158 games, scoring 126 points.

ANDREW NINNESS:  Half.  Starting off at five-eight, Max stepped in to the number 7 jumper on Smithy’s breakdown and didn’t let the side down with another gritty season for the side.  A very spirited player with a very rugged defensive style that saw him one of the sides best players on each match, he was the mainstay of the team.  Quick and elusive, his attacking game, coupled with and uncompromising defence, he has only to take the field to make an effect on the game.  Max backed up for A Grade many times during the year, proving his worth as one of the club’s finest.

1997 Record - 17 AR games, 4 A Grade games, scoring six tries.

Club Record - Played 53 games, scoring 21 tries and 1 goal.



DEAN SHIPWAY:  Centre.  Dean would be the perfect centre, strong in defence and always dangerous with the ball with an ability to read the game and use it to his own advantage.  A great club man with over 180 games up, Dean came down to help the reserves out for one game, and ended up playing the rest of the season.  His value can be gauged from the fact that in the 9 weekends he played, he turned out for both the A grade and A reserve sides on the one day.  A player with the ability to hold his own in any company, I’m sure Dean will be one of the A Grade gun players in 1998.

1997 Record - 11 AR games, 9 A Grade games, scoring several tries.

Club Record - 185 games.



GAVIN SHAW:  Centre.  Helped the side out when we were desperately short, showing a lot of potential and his help was greatly appreciated.

1997 Record - 2 games.



MICK CARBERRY:  Wing.  Injury put Mick out after four games and unfortunately he didn’t bounce back.  A player for several seasons, it’s hoped he’ll come back in 1998.

Club Record - 13 games scoring two tries.



STEVE JOHNSON: Five Eight.  Backed up from the A2’s playing 2 games.



ADAM LYNCH:  Hooker, Half.  Another player who played most of his season up in the senior side, but when he did turn out for the reserves he made quite an impact.  A versatile player he excelled both at hooker and at the scrumbase.  A good passing game, he provided the team with plenty of options as he read the play and directed his outside players accordingly.  An astute kicker of the ball in general play, he backed his thinking game with a robust brand of defence and a hard running game, especially off the play the ball.

1997 Record - 6 AR games, 9 A Grade games, scoring 2 tries, kicking 6 goals.

Club Record - 218 games.

�BROOK FLEMING:  Second Row.  A solid performer, Brook’s season ended short after an injury, which was a shame as I know he would have played a major role in our semi final campaign.  A speedy back rower he was a major force in both A and AR’s whenever he took the field while in defence it was hard to fault him, as he constantly proved his worth with a top tackle count in every game he played.  Hopefully Brook will be back on deck again next year.

1997 Record - 4 AR games, 6 A Grade games, scoring 1 try and 1 goal in A Reserves.



GRAHAM MARKLEY:  Second Row.  The teams father figure, Graham had a top season in his first year with the club, his powerful running and strong defence proving invaluable to the side, and to quote one of the younger players “He must have been a helluva player a few years ago.”  Playing grade in the Newcastle area gained him a lot of experience which he brought to the team, and this season also saw him represent the NSW team for the eighth time against Queensland.  He was one of the teams hard men this year and hopefully he’ll strap up again in 98.

1997 Record - Played 11 games, scoring one try.



ANDREW COLENSO:  Second Row.  One of the ‘hero’s of 96’, Tige broke down mid way through the year and saw the final series from the sideline.  One of the coaches key men, his strong, all round game was sorely missed.  The first half of the season saw him dominant in each game as he racked up best and fairest points with a no frills game that impressed the teams supporters.  The summer break will see him back at his best and ready to put in a top years football.

1997 Record - Played 9 games, scoring 2 tries.

Club Record - Played 24 games, scoring 7 tries, kicking 2 goals.



CRAIG BATTY:  Lock.  It was good to see Craig back with the team after his travels abroad last season and he added a lot of oomph to the pack with many tireless displays during the year.  An accomplished goal kicker he put most of his kicks over and gained the side many valuable two pointers.  Injuries knocked him around several times during the year but each time he bounced back to place himself at the front and ready to put in the hard work.  Well up to A Grade, it’s hoped Craig will front up next season and make a play for a spot in the senior side’s pack.

1997 Record - Played 13 games, scoring two tries and kicking 21 goals.

Club Record - 75 games.



BRETT HEADLEY:  Second Row.  Brett played most of his season up in A Grade and the experience he brought back to the team in our semi campaign proved invaluable.  A devastating runner of the ball, Buggo proved nigh impossible to stop as he charged his way through opposition packs, making long yards before offloading.  Backed up by a keen tackling game, Brett is a quality forward with all round ability and could command a spot in any company.  A past S G Ball cup representative player, he has now racked up well over 175 games for the Dragons.

1197 Record - 6 AR games kicking 2 goals and scoring one try.



ADAM WINNELL:  Second Row.  Adam came to the Dragons this year having played very little rugby league, and with steady improvement each week finished the season as the teams most improved forward.  The way he throws his body on the line with great charging runs scattered many defensive lines gaining the team great yardage.  A good defensive game to boot makes Adam a player to watch in future seasons and he wouldn’t be out of place in any A Grade pack.  The best is yet to come.

1997 Record - 16 AR games, 1 A Grade game, scoring 3 tries.



GARY VITELLI:  Prop.  When Gazzerino puts his mind to it, he has as much ability as any prop going around.  Luckily for us he has given it all he’s got in the last two seasons, the team thriving on his form up front.  A big, hard running prop of the old school, his charges through the ruck saw him nail a bagful of top tries.  A good passing game (one pass in twenty years) he developed this year saw him set up Max’s boot in one of the seasons highlights in the semi against DLS.  A very valuable footballer playing at his peak.

1997 Record - 19 AR games, 1 A Grade game, scoring six tries.

Club Record - Played 102 games, scoring 20 tries.



MICK CONROY:  Second Row.  Last years club Sportsman of the Year, Mick this season carried on with the brand of football that has seen him a Dragon favourite for many seasons.  Again representing the NSW Deaf Team for the 12th consecutive season, he plays an uncompromising game, putting his body on the line with a relentless attacking game, his back up play a feature, as once the break was made you could count on Mick being at the runners elbow.  A dour defender, Mick unfortunately ended his season with a busted hand in the semi, but has vowed to play again next season.

1997 Record - 13 AR games, 2 A Grade games, scoring one try.

Club Record - 93 games, scoring 4 tries, kicking 26 goals.



DREW LEVIN:  Prop.  A very hard player who gives his all every game, playing it all the way to the wire with a ‘take no prisoners’ style of play.  Spending most of the season in A Grade, Bozo added a lot of starch to our pack and was a major player in the teams successful run up to the semis.  Playing a lot of football this year, including every game for A Grade as well as his A Reserve matches, Drew is a sort of player a coach can build a forward pack around, his high work rate in both attack and defence making him a player of great value.

1997 Record - 6 AR games, 15 A Grade games.  Club Record - 218 games.



WARREN O’DEMPSEY:  Prop.  Wazza’s first season with the club and he really mad an impression in each game he played.  Running the ball up he could always break the first line of defence, bringing the defence crowding in and opening up play for the following ruck.  Could be a little fitter, something I know he’ll be working on with Hilton in the off season, Warren can look back on a successful season with a lot of good things coming from his time on the paddock.  Also bungs on a good after match seafood buffet.

1997 Record - 9 games.



WAYNE TURNER:  Prop.  Last years Senior Club Champion, Tommy this year learnt the shiftworkers blues, his time spent between A and A Reserve grade according to his shift roster.  With well over 200 games to his credit, his high defence rate sees him acknowledged as the clubs top tackler.  I have yet to take a tackle count that hasn’t seen Tommy at the top, and this part of his game, coupled with a hard running game makes him an invaluable asset to any side he plays in.  Next year will see him lead from the front as the A Grade side regains their mantle as the Shire’s top side.

1997 Record - 8 AR games, 8 A Grade games.



MARK SOUTHERN:  Prop.  Southos second season with the club, and this year he carried on with the fine brand of football he came up with in 96.  A hard running prop in the old style, he might start the game a little slowly, but once he gets fired up there’s no harder prop in the competition.  His charging runs up the middle are a feature of his game, his constant breaking of the line giving the team great yardage, while his defence couldn’t be faulted.  Mark this year represented the NSW Deaf Side for the fourth time against Queensland and I’m looking forward to seeing him go around again next year.

1997 Record - 14 AR games, 1 A Grade game.

Club Record - 29 games scoring one try.



MARK CREGAN:  Hooker.  Greges came north from Heathcote for his first season in Dragons colours and made a big impression with team supporters.  A reliable dummy half, his speed off the mark saw him come up with some top darting runs, he was the sides back up specialist, his support play faultless as he was always on the spot to take the ball once the break was made.  Playing with a few injuries for most of the season, his courage was unquestioned, and his solid all round game in both attack and defence proved his worth to the side time and time again.

1997 Record - 17 games, scoring 2 tries.



SEAN MATHIESON:  Second Row.  Another old favourite to fall by the wayside after an injury put him out for the season.  A shame as he was starting to hit his straps, and Matho at his best is a very accomplished footballer.  A member of past A Grade premiership sides, and gifted with a strong all round game, it’s hope Sean will bounce back and go around again in 98.

1997 Record - 3 games scoring one try.

Club Record - Played 50 games, scoring 12 tries, kicking 4 goals.



SHANE CANTRILL:  Lock.  The teams ‘mystery man’, Shane played for most of the season before ‘vanishing’ with a few rounds to go.  One of the sides better players all year, he was blessed with a good game in both attack and defence and his toughness and durability was missed at semi final time.  Next year Shane.

1997 Record - 12 AR games, 3 A Grade games, scoring 1 try, kicking 1 goal.

�A special thanks to the following boys who all helped out during the season when the team was short:



RICHARD TAYLOR	Centre			Played 1 game

BRIAN GALLAGHER	Second Row		Played 2 games

SCOTT VITELLI		Centre			Played 1 game scoring 1 try

BRETT FLEMING		AR 2			Played 1 game

PAUL McGRODER		AR 2			Played 1 game

STEVE LEWIS		AR 2			Played 1 game

TOM WILCOX		AR 2			Played 1 game

GREG TAYLOR		AR 2			Played 1 game

MARCUS LITCHFIELD	Second Row		Played 1 game

PAUL WARRINGTON	Centre			Played 1 game

�A  GRADE



COACH:		Barry McManus

MANAGER:		Dave Flint

BALL BOYS:	Chris Nelson, Scott Nancarrow, Chris Isaac.

SPONSOR:		Engadine Hotel



TEAM:		Peter Green, Drew Levin, Brett Headley, Brook Fleming,

			Adam Lynch, Barry Arkley, Mark Noakes, Sean Crawley, 

			Ashley Fraser, Matt Wright, Dean Longville, Les Nichols, 

			Mark Robin, Dean Shipway, Mulovai Misa, Andrew Smith, 

			Kendall Flint, Alan Rea.





Although missing out on the final four and the problems we had with injuries and lack of numbers, I have to thank the players who saw the season out, for a very gutsy effort.

On behalf of the A Grade players and myself, a big thankyou to the A1 and A2 players who backed up each week to help us out.  To Dave Flint and Ray Beecroft, thankyou for your efforts, and to Scott Vitelli who did a good job every week looking after the players, also our three ball boys Chris Isaac, Chris Nelson and Scott Nancarrow for a great job.  We started with six balls and ended with six.  To our supporters, hope we give you something to cheer about next season.



										Barry McManus





AWARD WINNERS



WILLIAM MORRISON TROPHY FOR

BEST AND FAIREST:  Peter Green

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Drew Levin

COACH'S AWARD:  Brett Headley

MANAGER'S AWARD:  Ashley Fraser





PETER GREEN:  Lock, Second Row.  Powerhouse player who leads by example with strong attacking runs and death defence.



DREW LEVIN:  Front Row.  A villainous and tough competitor who takes the ball up all day.  Drew’s defence, although too vigorous from the referees point of view, was very effective.



BRETT HEADLEY:  Front Row, Second Row.  With pace and ability to offload, Brett caused problems for the oppositions defence, and his busy defence proved he is a complete all round footballer, kicks a goal too.

ADAM LYNCH:  Hooker.  Bust player around the rucks who organises his runners well with good service.  Adam is not frightened to try something different which keeps the opposition guessing.  In defence, seems to get away with a bit of swish, typical hooker.



MARK NOAKES:  Front Row.  Dynamic runner of the ball making big metres while taking three defenders or more to stop his charges.  A good club man and a man the club needs.



SEAN CRAWLEY:  Second Row.  Sean must have played every position except halfback, five eight and fullback, and with his strong running and hard defence he never let the side down once, well done!



BROOK FLEMING:  Second Row.  A solid runner of the ball but a punishing defender stopping the opposition with missile hits, a great competitor.



ASHLEY FRASER:  Lock.  Still eligible for C Grade Ash ran the ball with strength and vigour where he tested the oppositions defence.  Many an opposition player was slow getting up after Ash’s hits.  A rare talent.



MATT WRIGHT:  Second Row, Hooker.  Non stop tackler and made many metres in attack with a good turn of speed and hitting the gaps.  A player greatly missed because of a broken arm.



DEAN LONGVILLE:  Halfback.  Talented footballer who could read a game and create holes.  Saved many attacking raids with solid cover defence.



ALAN REA:  Five eight.  Moving from the forwards to five eight Al did a great job.  His solid defence with smart hands and a good step with a fend made him a handful to opponents.



LES NICHOLS:  Centre.  Strong robust centre who defended fiercely and ran with commitment.  An all round powerful player who had a big influence on the side.



DEAN SHIPWAY:  Centre.  Tackled with pin point accuracy, ran well with the ball, took the high ball to score tries, a champion.



MULOVAI MISA:  Wing.  Fast, powerful runner with the ball and when he tackled he put his body on the line.  A convert from rugby union who gave 100%.



ANDREW SMITH:  Fullback.  Coming from last years C Grade and a background of Australian rules, Andy showed us how the high ball should be taken under pressure.  His ability to stop the attack front on and covering was spectacular.  A real talent who was missed badly with a broken foot.

KENDALL FLINT:  Lock, Five eight.  A good all round footballer, runs the ball well in attack and tackles with consistency.  Another player lost through injury.



BARRY ARKLEY:  Front Row.  A big powerful player we needed but had work commitments.



MARK ROBIN:  Five eight.  A very competetive player in attack and defence who had a good kicking game and also a very good goal kicker, was a big loss through injury.
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