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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

To say this season was successful would be an understatement.  Our club celebrated its Fortieth anniversary by winning four (4) premierships and once again achieving the prestigious Senior Club Champion Award.

This year we fielded 17 sides and from this seven (7) made semi finals 10A, 12B, 16s, 17s, 19s, 2nd Grade and A Grade.  From these seven (7), only the two A Grades missed the grand finals with championships going to the 10A's for the 3rd straight year and the trifecta being achieved with the 16's, 17's and 19's.  To all the other teams who played each week thank you for your efforts this year and I look forward to seeing you all back next year.

As with the running of any club special people put their time and efforts into making the club function efficiently and to all those on both the general and ladies committee's thank you for your support and tireless work.  To my executive Ian, Mark and Rod your commitment to this club is outstanding and done in a manner of professionalism and total dedication.  A special thank you to our retiring club recorder Helmut Zusak, you have given our club a recording system that all other clubs envy and delivered statistics on each player that is second to none within this Shire.  To all our major award winners Steve Johnston, Rodney Woodruff, Matthew Ford, Robert Kemp, David Croft, Jeremy Thomson, Mike Darlington, Danny O'Leary & Mark Watchorn.  Congratulations on your selections you are deserved winners and to all team award winners a job well done.

To all the coaches, managers and trainers thank you for your time and efforts.  To all players, supporters, parents and partners thank you for your continued commitment to our club.

To our sponsors and advertisers who without your support and generosity our club would not function as efficiently as it currently does, thank you.

Miss Nicole Ryan, Miss Cronulla-Sutherland entrant, escorted by Daniel Chapman you did yourselves and our club proud.

In closing, I would like to pay a special tribute to Peter Green who achieved the unbelievable record of 400 games with our club.  Peter you have graced Anzac Oval longer than any other player and we appreciate your dedication and commitment to the Engadine Dragons.

All the best during the off season and I hope each and every player, parent and supporter has a prosperous and safe Xmas and New Year and we all look forward to seeing each and every one of you next year.

Larry Warner
SECRETARY'S REPORT

1998 has certainly been a remarkable year for the Dragons.  In our 40th anniversary year, we had seven teams out of a possible fourteen, make it to the semi-finals, and finished the season with four premiership winning sides.  Those sides were the under 10A, under 16, under 17 and under 19.  The achievements of these sides augers well for our future, as they contain many fine players who will wear the Dragon’s colours hopefully for many more seasons.

While deserved congratulations go to these teams, I would also like to express, on behalf of the club, our appreciation for the efforts of all other teams, from under 6 to A grade for the 1998 season.  As another added bonus, the Dragons also won the Senior Club Championship for the second year running, something we can all be proud of.

My thanks go to all my fellow committee members for their help and advice, a special thankyou to Larry Warner, Bill Kemp, Rod Waudby, Mark Chapman and Kellie Watchorn for their guidance throughout the year.

The ladies committee once again excelled themselves in providing social functions, organising the canteen and end of season gifts for all sides, and their efforts are well noted and greatly appreciated.

Congratulations also to our junior representative players on making the playing squads and representing our club, and their district, at this level of football.

I must also mention the work done by Mick Kelso and Rob Carr, for organising the ground and raffle rosters respectively, a great job done all year.  And last, but certainly not least, to Helmut Zusak, the gratitude of our whole club for the outstanding service you have given to the Dragons in the many years you have been our official recorder.  Your dedication to what is a huge responsibility is acknowledged by all, and now that you have decided to hand over the reins to someone else, on behalf of the club I wish you all the best as you learn to relax.

May 1999 be as successful as this one.

Ian Bilsborough
TREASURER'S REPORT

A good year for the club financially where we were able to adequately cover expenses incurred.  This does not happen by chance and my thanks and appreciation is extended to all those committee members and club supporters who actively help in the fund raising, organisation and running of the club.  This help always makes the financial side of things a little easier to look after.

The Engadine Family Tavern raffles continue to be our main fundraiser.  Thanks must go to the Liddy family as well as Rob Carr and Brian Cannings for their jobs well done in the organisation of the raffle and to all those who helped in the selling of the tickets and the patrons who participate each week.

All of our sponsors and advertisers are a very important part of the club and their support is very much appreciated.  Please acknowledge their support of our club by supporting their business.

The club this year celebrated its fortieth anniversary with a very enjoyable night held at the Engadine Tavern.  Raffles and an auction helped our club along financially, and our appreciation is extended to all those who purchased these items of memorabilia.  As part of our 40th year celebration, the club provided each player, coach and manager with a commemorative ‘Dragons’ polo shirt.

Another major fundraiser and ‘event’ for the year is the golf day co-ordinated by Mark Chapman.  Thanks to Mark, his organising committee, the sponsors and to all that attended for making it once again, a great day.

Again the Ladies committee and all their helpers are congratulated on their tireless work during the year.  The gifts received by each player on presentation days are a result of the hard work put in by these ladies.

Congratulations to Ian Bilsborough in his first year as Secretary and to Mick Kelso who did a great job in his year as Ground Manager and to all Engadine Dragons teams for your efforts in 1998 and in particular to those four teams that attained premierships.

Rod Waudby
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1998


Expenditure
Income

Advertising
1,161-00

Bar Sales
9,960-39
15,441-20

Club 40th Anniversary Function
9,667-00
22,215-00

Club 40th Anniversary Shirts
7,662-60
390-00

Club Awards - 97
2,772-00

Club Functions
2,187-31
960-00

Clubroom Insurance
495-05

Clubroom Rental - 97/98
967-60

Coaching Courses
110-00

CSDJRLF - Admin Fee
275-00
130-00

CSDJRLF - Functions
760-00
660-00

CSDJRLF - NSW Sports Insurance
1,650-00

CSDJRLF - Insurance Fee 98/Rebate 97
7,812-00
1,374-00

CSDJRLF - Nomination Fees
1,060-00
935-00

First Aid/Strapping
2,557-64

Donations/Floral Tributes
145-00

Football Equipment
14,371-00
450-00

Golf Day Function 
2,554-72
7,505-00

Grand Final Function
1,766-45

Hotel Raffle
21,293-00
37,024-55

Liquor License Fee/Rebate
109-00
957-45

Ladies Committee Grant

1,000-00

Maintenance - Club/Grounds
1,766-63

Presentations Junior - 97/98
2,865-50

Presentations Senior - 97/98
8,365-15
7,600-10

Registration Fees
419-55
13,465-25

Sponsorship - 97

1,980-00

Sponsorship - 98
1,090-00
12,746-44

Team Grants - 97
200-00

Team Presentations
522-00

Telephone
354-25

Weekly Magazine 97/98
5,020-00

Weekly Magazine Advertising

1,540-00

Yearbook - 97
1,912-00

Government Transaction Tax
225-94


==========
==========


$ 112,077-78
$ 126,373-99


==========
==========

Reconciliation:

Opening Balance

$ 12,304-25

Trading Surplus

$ 14,296-21

Closing Balance

$ 26,600-46

Term Deposits:

St. George Bank

$ 27,526-86

National Australia Bank

$   6,732-18

LADIES COMMITTEE

Thank you to the ladies for their support this year, and the 100% effort given in the canteen.  Thank you to the parents who helped out, but again as in previous years the response was very poor.

Congratulations to the Club for a wonderful night to celebrate “40” years.  Due to this major event our fundraising was kept to a minimum.

Congratulations to all teams from Under 6’s to A Grade on their achievement this year.  Special mention to the U10A, 16, 17 and 19 teams for their premiership wins and a special mention to runners up U12B’s for their wonderful achievement this year.

We hope to see some new mums in 1999 and wish the incoming committee every success.

Wendy Isaac

President

TREASURER'S REPORT - LADIES COMMITTEE

1998 has been a year of mixed successes, which saw a down turn in canteen profits, and also poor response to fundraising ventures.

Although the Ladies Committee decided to only hold two fundraisers in season ’98 due to the 40th Anniversary celebrations, these were poorly attended even though those who attended had thoroughly enjoyable evenings.  A great deal of hard work and time goes into the organisation and running of these functions and with such poor responses it is very disheartening for all those involved.

The canteen once again had to “employ” young teenagers to help serve in the canteen on Sundays at a total cost of $320, which also comes out of the profits.  This help is imperative as Sundays are the busiest canteen days and with not many parents/partners coming to help, this was the only avenue open to us to enable us to keep the canteen running.

On a lighter note a special thank you to all the ladies of the Ladies Committee for their commitment and dedication, for the time and effort put into running, stocking and organising our canteen which by all accounts is one of the best canteens of the local sporting fixtures.

Alas, I am tendering my resignation at our Annual General Meeting in November.  My decision has not come lightly as I have been a part of the Executive committee for the last six years (part of the furniture more likely) and I have made many friends and also the acquaintance of the colourful characters at Engadine Dragons.

Karen Nelson
4TH ANNUAL GOLF DAY

What a great day for our 4th annual golf day, fine in the morning and we just finished when down came the rain (for the next week), we were pretty lucky.

We had 125 players tee up on the day, our best result yet, and every one had a really great day.  There were plenty of home made sandwiches for breakfast with some ‘cold’ drinks for those game enough, followed up by a really good lunch back at the clubhouse, accompanied by cold refreshments and excellent entertainment, all good value for the amount that each player paid.

With such a large number teeing off it looks like we may reach the maximum number that we can cater for next year (136), so it’s ‘first in best dressed’ for the 5th annual golf day in 1999.

The 1998 winners were Alan McKenzie, Greg Chenhall, Trevor Parkes and Warren Holland, well done guys and we look forward to seeing you next year to defend your title.  First prize this year was a night at the Windmill Chinese at Yarrawarrah, thanks to mine host Peter Quan, plus a club shirt with ‘winners Golf Day 1998’ embossed under the club logo.

The day would not be the success it has become without the help from a lot of people including - Kellie Watchorn, Dot Bailey, John Palmer, Graham Sherwood, Ray Frater, Bill Kemp, Len Cousemacker, thanks very much for your valuable assistance.

The day would definitely not be as successful as it is without the generous support of the following sponsors who sponsor the 18 holes – BWB Fabricators, Stapleton’s Butchery - Engadine, Performance Trophies, Giant M, Engadine Family Travel, Crossley Coaches, Windmill Chinese, Chemical Cleaning Solutions, Coca-Cola, Metromix, Dave Turner Carriers, Kirrawee Auto Electrics, Caringbah Supa Centre, Southside World Travel, Shire Labels, Mocopan Coffee and IBM.  I would like to give special thanks to Colin Crossley for supplying the buses at a really good price for the day.  We also had additional sponsors for the day, which provided prizes for the raffle at the clubhouse later in the day - Illawong Golf Centre and Mitre 10.  My special thanks to all of these guys.

The net result for the day was about $6,500 which is a tremendous result and will go a long way to supporting the club financially.

Once again thanks to all those who turned up on the day and made it the success that it was, I look forward to seeing you all again next year.  If you want to reserve your spot for next year (Friday 23rd July 1999) see Chappo, Larry or John Palmer.

Mark Chapman

Vice-President

PAST & PRESENT EXECUTIVE


ACTIVITY
PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER

1958
Rugby League
Barry McManus
Laurie Crosby
Ron Chapman

& Cricket Club

1959

Barry McManus
Laurie Crosby
Ron Chapman

1960

Barry McManus
Danny Carroll
Ron Chapman

1961

Barry McManus
Bernie Howard
Ken Binner

1962

Bill Forster/
Noel Foreshaw
Ken Binner


Barry McManus

1963

Barry McManus
Noel Foreshaw/
Ken Binner



Clive Greenwood

1964

Noel Forshaw/
Reg Sommer
Harold Shooter


Ken Johnson

1965

Ken Johnson
Kevin Woodbridge
Harold Shooter

1966

Ken Johnson
Kevin Woodbridge/
Harold Shooter



Harold Shooter

1967

Ken Johnson
Harold Shooter
Harry Robbins

1968

Ken Johnson
Harold Shooter
Harry Robbins

1969
Sports Club
Fred Gardner
Harold Shooter/
Harry Robbins



Graeme Morrison

1970

Fred Gardner
Graeme Morrison
Colin Cole

1971

Fred Gardner
Graeme Morrison
Harry Robbins

1972

Ron Dudman
Graeme Morrison
Bill Costanzo

1973

Harold Shooter
Graeme Morrison
Bill Costanzo

1974 Rugby League Club
Ray Price
Graeme Morrison
Bill Costanzo

1975

Ray Price
Phil Tierney
Jack Radios

1976

Ray Price/
Phil Tierney/
Brian Cannings


Phil Tierney
Paul Egan

1977

Jack Rodios
Fred Bennett
John O'Halloran

1978

Jack Rodios
Fred Bennett
Ron Cassel/




Cliff Carmody

1979

Jack Rodios/
Wayne Miller
Eric Swanson


Keith Hughes

1980

Ron Bedford
Norm Eshman
Eric Swanson

1981

Ron Bedford
Norm Eshman
Eric Swanson

1982

Len Cousemacker
Wayne Miller
Glen Walters

1983

Barry Beak
Graeme Oates
Glen Walters

PAST & PRESENT EXECUTIVE
(CONT.)


ACTIVITY
PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER

1984 Rugby League Club
John Molanus
Grahame Kidd
Glen Walters

1985

John Molanus
Graeme Oates
Glen Walters

1986

Grahame Kidd
Max Williams
Glen Walters

1987

Len Cousemacker
Max Williams
Glen Walters

1988

Len Cousemacker
Max Williams
Glen Walters

1989

Neil Spencer
Ray Miles
Grahame Thurkettle

1990

Neil Spencer
Ray Miles
Grahame Thurkettle

1991

Neil Spencer
Bill Kemp
Grahame Thurkettle

1992

Neil Spencer
Bill Kemp
Graham Wagener

1993

Ray Miles
Bill Kemp
Ken Johnston

1994

Larry Warner
Bill Kemp
Ken Johnston

1995

Larry Warner
Bill Kemp
Ken Johnston

1996

Larry Warner
Bill Kemp
Rod Waudby

1997

Larry Warner
Bill Kemp
Rod Waudby

1998

Larry Warner
Ian Bilsborough
Rod Waudby

CLUB SERVICE AWARDS
COLIN COLE MEMORIAL TROPHY  -  awarded for outstanding services








to the Club.

1977
John GILBERT

1978
Graeme MORRISON

1979
Barry McMANUS (Snr.)

1980
Eric SWANSON

1981
Glen & Myra WALTERS

1982
Ron CASSELL & Warren WESTON

1983
Graeme OATES

1984
Kay CANNINGS

1985
Helmut ZUSAK

1986
Colin TOMS

1987
Neil SPENCER

1988
Gary BEAUMONT

1989
Brian CANNINGS & Ray MILES

1990
Ray FRATER

1991
Graham THURKETTLE

1992
Bill KEMP

1993
Trevor ROGERS

1994
Bill KEMP

1995
Mark CHAPMAN

1996
Ian BILSBOROUGH

1997
Kellie WATCHORN

1998
Mike DARLINGTON

ROD BAKER MEMORIAL SHIELD  -  awarded for service to the Club.

1971
Tony ANDREWS

1972
Colin KEENAN

1973
Geoffrey PRICE

1974
Barbara HALL

1975
Alf MARTIN

1976
Iris HUGHES

1977
Cliff CARMODY

1978
Graham ENGEL

1979
Norm ESHMAN

1980
Glenn & Myra WALTERS

1981
Dennis SMITH

1982
Brian & Kay CANNINGS

1983
Ann SULLIVAN

1984
Glen & Myra WALTERS

1985
Neil SPENCER

1986
Glen & Myra WALTERS

1987
Gary MARKHAM

1988
Warwick GREEN

1989
LADIES COMMITTEE

1990
Neil SPENCER

1991
Trevor RILEY

1992
Judy RILEY

1993
Bob CALHOUN

1994
Jo-ann WARD & Kerrie HUNT

1995
Neville CROFT

1996
Kellie WATCHORN

1997 Rod WAUDBY

1998 Danny O'LEARY

COLIN COLE MEMORIAL AWARD

MIKE DARLINGTON

The award for outstanding services in 1998 goes to a guy who took on a number of positions on the club committee, Insurance Officer, Gear Steward, Junior League Delegate, Senior Presentation committee, as well as assisting the coaching staff of the under 16 and under 19 teams.  Whilst these are the official positions Mike had, he also helped wherever help was needed.  This help was appreciated by whoever was organising functions or work around the clubhouse.

Mike was also called upon on occasions to assist in providing medical assistance to spectators, this support was provided spontaneously and much appreciated by all concerned.

Congratulations Mike on your efforts throughout ’98.

ROD BAKER MEMORIAL SHIELD

DANNY O’LEARY

This award is given in recognition of someone’s service to the club and none can deny that Danny has given his all in supporting the Dragons.  Whenever we had a BBQ going, a raffle to be run, a social function happening then Danny was always there offering to help. 

Danny offered his support because he believed in the Dragons, having been associated with the club since 1971 when the first of his sons started playing, with his second son starting in 1975.

Danny was always available and willing to help, and it is this type of support that enables the Dragons to prosper.

It is with deep regret that we will not be able to present Danny with this award as he passed away whilst on the annual A grade end of season trip.  Danny will be missed by all that had the pleasure of knowing him.  Our deepest respect to his wife Dot, and their sons Glenn and Mark.

RECORDER'S REPORT
MAJOR AWARD WINNERS

JOE WEYMOUTH SENIOR CLUB CHAMPION TROPHY  -  awarded to a player from any of the three most senior sides and held on one occasion only.

1962
Warren HARRIES

1963
Robert WALKER

1964
Michael CROFT

1965
Mark JOHNSON

1966
Colin COLE

1967
Michael WILLIAMS

1968
Robert ROSS

1969
Barry McMANUS

1970
Gary COOPER

1971
Barney LA CROSSE

1972
Geoffrey PINK

1973
Phillip WARNER

1974
Kevin ROBINSON

1975
Ossie WELSH

1976
Michaell McSTAY

1977
Murray MORRISON

1978
Peter HAMMOND

1979
Michael PORTER

1980
Peter O'DONNELL

1981
Gary HAMMOND

1982
Colin BEAK

1983
Kurt GILLIES

1984
Glenn O'LEARY

1985
David SULLIVAN

1986
Glenn BLOOR

1987
Paul GILBERT

1988
Steven EBB

1989
Craig AIREY

1990
Peter GREEN

1991
Paul DWYER

1992
Mark NOAKES

1993
Scott VITELLI

1994
Mark WATCHORN

1995
John TOLHURST

1996
Wayne TURNER

1997 Drew LEVIN

1998 Steve JOHNSTON

NELL WARNER JUNIOR CLUB CHAMPION TROPHY  -  awarded to any player from teams from under 14 to under 10 and held on one occasion only.

1969
Scott DUDMAN

1970
Donald CARTER

1971
Craig COLLIE

1972
Tony ANDREWS

1973
Murray MORRISON

1974
Gary HAMMOND

1975
Brett LONGVILLE

1976
Stephen DENFORD

1977
Colin BEAK

1978
Michael PORTER

1979
Gary McKINNON

1980
Brett BENTLEY

1981
Dean KEMBER

1982
Dean LONGVILLE

1983
Mitchell HEALEY

1984
Wayne SMITH

1985
Adam NAPPER

1986
Dale JOHNSTON

1987
Cameron NAPPER

1988
Ryan MILES

1989
Markus ZUSAK

1990
Robert KEMP

1991
Tony REA

1992
Ben GREEN

1993
Aaron PALMER

1994
Daniel CHAPMAN

1995
Mark STEWART

1996
Dane HUNT

1997 Matt CHAPMAN

1998 Rodney WOODRUFF

GRAEME MORRISON COACH OF THE YEAR TROPHY - awarded to any coach for team performance.

1992
Glenn BLOOR

1993
Craig AIREY

1994
Mark ROBIN

1995
George CRAWFORD

1996
Mark DODGE

1997 Greg TOWNSEND

1998 Mark WATCHORN

ENGADINE BOWLING CLUB SPORTSMANS TROPHY - awarded to any player on sporting achievement and held on one occasion only.

1968
Gary TEMPLE

1969
Shane McCARTHY

1970
Bruce BUTLER

1971
Phillip WARNER

1972
Michael McSTAY

1973
Des CORBY

1974
Ross MORRISON

1975
Mick FLEMING

1976
John GARDNER

1977
Michael LATHAM

1978
Bradley WATTS

1979
Brett LONGVILLE

1980
David SULLIVAN

1981
Colin BEAK

1982
Murray MORRISON


1983
Michael PORTER

1984
Markus ZUSAK

1985
Kurt GILLIES

1986
Kenneth EBB

1987
Glenn NELSON

1988
Michael HART

1989
Ryan MILES

1990
Cameron NAPPER

1991
Glenn BLOOR

1992
Adam NAPPER

1993
Paul INGRAM

1994
Simon PARSONS

1995
Wayne TURNER

1996
Mick CONROY

1997 Aaron PALMER

1998 Robert KEMP

ROBERT TICKNER TROPHY - awarded to best performing club player at Junior Representative game level.

1990
Scott FLEMING

1991
Scott FLEMING

1992
Wayne HOOD

1993
Daniel NEWTON


1994
Tony REA

1995
Martin STEWART

1996
Andrew JOHNSTON

1997 Mark STEWART

1998 Jeremy THOMSON

PETER GREEN MOST VALUABLE PLAYER TROPHY - player awarded the most best and fairest points in the club.

1995
Peter GREEN

1996
Scott NANCARROW

1997 Michael FEENING

1998 Matthew FORD

GARY CANNINGS MEMORIAL TROPHY - encouragement award.

1977
Aaron ESHMAN

1978
Robert ELSWORTHY

1979
David HIRD

1980
Kevin JOHANSSON

1981
Dale JOHNSTON

1982
Robert ZUSAK

1983
Cameron NAPPER

1984
Glenn WALTERS

1985
Scott FLEMING

1986
Adam GRANT


1987
Steven EBB

1988
Colin BALLARD

1989
Steven SMITH

1991
Mark NOAKES

1992
Bruce DRIES

1993
Robert KEMP

1994
Alan REA

1995
Markus ZUSAK

1996
Gary VITELLI

1997 Andrew DARLINGTON

1998 David CROFT

SENIOR CLUB CHAMPION

STEVE JOHNSTON
The title of senior club champion is a keenly fought for award and this year was no different with Steve emerging as the well deserved winner.

Steve shows a ton of courage and skill in every game that he plays and is always in contention for points after every game.  This is evident in Steve gaining the Coach’s Award for 1998 and also selection in the 1998 Champion Team as fullback.  (This is Steve’s fourth consecutive year in this team).

Steve has a quiet demeanour off the field and is well liked by his fellow players and others in the club.

This was Steve’s 16th consecutive year with the Dragons and if he continues to show the same skill and determination, should be around for many years to come.

Congratulations Steve.

JUNIOR CLUB CHAMPION

RODNEY WOODRUFF

Rodney “Rocket” Woodruff started playing rugby league with the Dragons in 1990 and has been with the club ever since.  He is a previous winner of an Encouragement Award and for the last two years has been the Best and Fairest for the U13’s and U14’s respectfully.

Rocket has a great attitude towards the game, his coaches and teammates and gives respect where it's due.  Week in and week out, Rocket would perform at the same level and that is giving 100%.  He has rock like defence and pace to burn, can play in the centres or front row and does either at the highest level.

Rocket is a worthy winner of the Junior Sportsman of the Year 1998 for the Engadine Dragons and we all look forward to him going on with the game and representing at the highest level.  Well done Rod.

GRAEME MORRISON AWARD

MARK WATCHORN

Success has finally come home to Mark in ’98.  After being ‘bridesmaid’ in ’97 his team survived a hard fought grand final to emerge winners in extra time with a score of 24 to 10, keeping St Joey’s scoreless in extra time.

Mark has worked well with this team over the last few years that he has had them, and has earned their respect, both on and off the field.  He has developed team spirit to the extent where the guys keep their relationships active after training and throughout the off season.

A measure of Mark’s success as a coach is also shown in the way other club coaches and players show respect for the Dragons.  Mark takes personal pride in ensuring that his team plays a good clean game and shows sportsmanship to the other teams.

Congratulations Mark on this award, and we hope you continue with more successes in your coaching career with the Dragons.

SPORTSMAN AWARD

ROBERT KEMP

This year’s award is given to a player on their efforts throughout the year.  Robert returned in the 98 season after missing the 97 season through injury and played a major role as our senior side strove to make the semi’s.

Robert shows determination in every game that he plays and always leads by example.  It is a pleasure to watch this style of player.

There is an old saying: that the way you train is the way you play, this is very true of Robert’s approach to the game.

Well done Robert and we look forward to seeing you play again next year.

ROBERT TICKNER AWARD

JEREMY THOMSON

This award is given to the Engadine player in all representative teams who gained the most points in the best and fairest category.  This year we had over twelve players representing Cronulla, and as can be seen, this is a very prestigious award.

Jeremy is a gifted footballer with the capacity to listen and learn.  He leads by example, and this attribute rubs off on all his team mates.  His on field demeanour carries on to his private life as Jeremy is a true gentleman.  The Robert Tickner Award is just recognition of his performances.  Congratulations Jeremy.
GARY CANNINGS AWARD

DAVID CROFT

This award is given to a footballer who shows determination, guts and a willingness to keep going even though the odds are against him.

For those of us who know David, this epitomises his every action on the football field.  David is always in the first line of defence bringing down players who are nearly twice his size in weight and a foot taller.

David’s manner on and off the field is also exemplary, well mannered and respected by his peers.

Congratulations David on winning this award and we hope you continue to enjoy your football career.

PETER GREEN AWARD

MATTHEW FORD 

This award is a very prestigious award that is given to the player in the club, in any grade, who receives the most points in their particular age group.

The award recognises the contribution that the player has made to the way their team has performed throughout the year.

Peter, after whom this award is honoured, has been with the club all his life and I feel sure that he would be extremely pleased to present the award to this years recipient.

The winner this year is Matthew Ford from the U6's and we look forward to seeing Matthew playing some very good seasons with the Dragons.

Well done Matthew.

ENGADINE DRAGONS CHAMPION TEAM

(Under 19's, 2nd Grade, "A" Grade)

Fullback
Steve JOHNSTON (A Grade)

Wing
Justin BANNON (2nd Grade)
Wing
Ian Wilcock (A Grade)
Centre
Steven LEWIS (A Grade)

Centre
Luke FORBES (Under 19's)

Five-eighth
Aaron PALMER (Under 19's)
Halfback
Tye FLEMING (A Grade)

Front Row
Shannon ROBINSON (Under 19's)
Front Row
Chris HOWARD  (A Grade)

Hooker
Anthony JONES (2nd Grade)

Second Row
Brook FLEMING (A Grade)

Second Row
Bradley JOHNSTON (Under 19's)

Lock
Mark WILKES (2nd Grade)

Utility Forward
Troy BRINKWORTH (2nd Grade)
Utility Forward
Nathan ROSE (Under 19's)

Utility Back
Paul COLENSO (2nd Grade)
Utility Back
Daniel CHAPMAN (Under 19's)
The players of this Championship Team were picked purely on statistics.

The number of times a player had played in a particular position and the tally of 3-2-1 points achieved was of importance.

Only games in the competition proper (rounds 1-14) were taken into account, excluding semi finals, finals and grand finals.

TEAM PERFORMANCES

Team
     No. of
Position    Points
Points    Matches
Won
Lost
Drew
Byes
Forfeits


     Players
in Comp.      for
Against    Played

6 Blue
9
-
105
327
12
1
11
-
-
-

6 Red
9
-
309
115
10
8
1
1
2
-

7 Blue
12
-
191
225
12
6
6
-
-
-

7 Red
10
-
161
253
13
4
9
-
-
-

8A
8
9th
72
344
11
1
10
-
1
-

8B
10
10th
116
294
11
2
8
1
1
-

9B
16
5th
326
297
12
6
6
-
-
-

10A
16
1st
464
78
14
12
1
1
-
-

11A
17
8th
82
409
12
-
12
-
-
-

12B
17
2nd
314
143
12
9
3
-
-
-

13A
18
6th
100
362
11
2
9
1
-
-

14
17
6th
144
356
11
3
8
1
-
-

15
17
5th
244
217
14
6
8
-
-
-

16
18
1st
422
128
15
13
1
-
-
1

17
17
1st
344
144
13
9
3
1
2
2

19
18
1st
340
90
13
12
1
-
2
1

2nd Grade
34
4th
257
221
15
8
7
-
-
-

A Grade
22
4th
324
176
15
9
5
1
-
-

OUTSTANDING TEAM AWARD - awarded to any team upon achievements.

1975
10A

1976
12A

1977
11B(1)

1978
13A

1979
10A

1980
15A

1981
6A

1982
12A

1983
8A

1984
17

1985
13A

1986
12A

1987
23

1988
17

1989
A

1990
C

1991
11A

1992
21

1993
12A

1994
A

1995
14A

1996
AR

1997 9A

1998 19

MOST IMPROVED TEAM - Upto 1993, awarded to any team under 7 to under 10,

                                                  from 1994 any team under 6 to under 14.

1976
10B(2)

1977
10B(2)

1978
10B

1979
7A

1980
8A

1981
7A

1982
8A

1983
9B

1984
7(2)

1985
10B

1986
7(2)

1987
10A

1988
10B

1989
8A

1990
8B

1991
9B

1992
8A

1993
9C

1994
14

1995
13A

1996
9A

1997 6 Blue

1998 7 Blue

JUNIOR LEAGUE PREMIERSHIPS WON

A
2nd
AR
AR(2)
  23
22
21
20
19
18
17
16
15A

8
Nil
  1
 Nil
   2
Nil
 1
Nil
 4
Nil
 3
 2
  4

15B
14A
14B
14C
13A
13B
13C
12A
12B
12C
11A
11B
11C

  2
  5
  3
  1
  4
  2
  3
  6
 Nil
  2
  7
  4
  1

10A
10B
10C
9A
9B
9C
8A
8B
8C
7A
7B
7C
6A

  8
  1
  1
 7
 5
 1
 9
 2
Nil
  7
  3
 2
 1

In 1990 the under 23 competition was abandoned and was replaced with an under 21 competition in 1991.

In 1995 the under 17’s, under 19’s and under 21’s were changed to under 18’s, under 20’s and under 22’s respectively.

In 1993 the A Reserve competition commenced.

In 1997 there was an additional A Reserves competition, A Reserves 2.

In 1998 the A Reserve competition was changed to 2nd Grade. For a Club to have a

2nd Grade they must field an A Grade side.

JUNIOR LEAGUE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS



JUNIOR (U8-U12)


SENIOR (U13-A GRADE)




1970





1982




1971





1986




1972





1994




1976





1997




1981





1998




1982

1983

TOMMY BISHOP SHIELD - U7 Knock Out






1971

Winner






1972

Winner






1976

Runner-up






1982

Winner

ALL TIME POINT SCORERS (500 POINTS OR MORE)

Mark STEWART *
1285

David SULLIVAN
1092

Aaron PALMER *
914

Markus ZUSAK
879

Kane RYAN *
754

Mitchell NEYLAN *
643

Blake COUSEMACKER
606

Gary HAMMOND
604

Andrew JOHNSTON *
595

Mark WATCHORN
578

Scott BILLSBOROUGH *
560

Paul BELL
555

Joshua SPENCER
546

Dale JOHNSTON
537

Brett SMITH *
531

Brett LEVINGS
525

Warren GREEN
505

Matthew ALEWOOD
504

Brett MAY
503

* Played 1n 1998

CRONULLA-SUTHERLAND DISTRICT R.L.F.C.

Paul BELL

Colin BEST *

Glenn BLOOR

David BROUGHTON

Shaun BRUCE

Don CARTER

Colin COLE

Craig DAWSON

Kenneth EBB

Scott FLEMING

Kurt GILLIES

John GRIFFITHS

Wayne HALL

Gary HAMMOND

Peter HAMMOND

Andrew HICK

Mitchell HEALEY

Steven JONES

Robbie KEARNS

Adam KNIGHT

Anthony KNIGHT

Brett LONGVILLE

Mark McGAW

Leslie NICHOLLS

Mark NOAKES

Geoffrey PINK

Michael PORTER

Adam RITSON

Boyd RYAN

David SULLIVAN

Craig TIMMENS

John TOLHURST

Joe VAN DER VALK

Ossie WELSH

Darren ZIEGENFUSZ

CRONULLA-SUTHERLAND JUNIOR R.L.F.C.

PRESIDENTS CUP

Ray BEACROFT (3)

Colin BEAK

Daivid DEED

Lyle DIAMOND

Mark DODGE

Steven EBB (2)

David FLINT

Paul GILBERT (2)

Kurt GILLIES (2)

Peter HAMMOND

Steven HANSFORD

Warren HARRIES (2)

Tim LEESE

Mark McGAW

Greg MALONEY (2)

Craig MILLER (2)

Murray MORRISON

Glenn NELSON

Peter O'DONNELL

Geoffrey PINK

Michael PORTER

Adam PROBERT

Roby RUSHBOURNE

Shane STRUTHERS

David SULLIVAN (2)

Ted TERONE

Gary TING

John TOLHURST

Phillip WARNER

Joe WHITTLE

Michael WILLIAMS

JERSEY FLEGG CUP

Colin BALLARD (2)

Ray BEACROFT

Paul BELL

Craig DAVIES

Lyle DIAMOND

Mark DODGE

Ronald EMTAGE

Matthew FIELDING

Scott FLEMING (2)

Tye FLEMING

John GARDNER

Paul GILBERT

Kurt GILLIES

Peter GREEN

Gary HAMMOND

Peter HAMMOND

Michael HART (2)

Phillip HEWITT

Andrew HICK

Dean HOSKING (2)

Barry HOWARD

Chris HOWARD

Dale JOHNSTON

Mark KEARNS

Adam KNIGHT (2)

Anthony KNIGHT (2)

Jason LAURENCE

Brett LONGVILLE

Barry McMANUS (2)

* Played 1998

JERSEY FLEGG CUP (Cont) 

Brett MAXWORTHY

Craig MILLER (2)

Murray MORRISON

Cameron NAPPER

Glenn NELSON

Shane NEWTON *

Mark NOAKES

Shaun O'BRYAN

Mark O'HALLORAN

Glen O'LEARY

Aaron PALMER *

Michael PINK

Michael PORTER

Tony REA

Mark ROBIN

Cameron ROSSITER

John RUSSELL

Darren SANCHEZ

Craig SCUTTS (2)

Martin STEWART

Raymond THOMPSON

Wayne THOMPSON

Denis TING

Scott VITELLI

Phillip WARNER

Michael WARTON

Mark WATCHORN

Michael WESTON (2)

Blake WHIPPS

Darren ZIEGENFUSZ

S.G. BALL CUP

David ADAMS

Murray ASTON

Brian BALLARD

Brett BENTLEY

Paul BELL (2)

Michael BLACK

Scott BILSBOROUGH

Karl BOOTHROYD

Craig BROUGHTON

Adam BROWN

Simon BROWN

Shaun BRUCE

Martin CAMPBELL

Paul CASSEL

Mark CHANDLER

Shaun CRAWLEY (2)

Craig DAVIES

Kenneth DENFORD

Lyle DIAMOND

Scott DUDMAN

Mark ELDER

Scott FLEMING (2)

Andrew FRASER

Adam GARVEY *

Timothy GIBSON

Paul GILBERT

Craig GILLIES

Derek GRAY *

Peter GREEN

Richard GREEN

Warren GREEN

Markham HANDCOCK

Michael HART (2)

Brett HEADLEY

Mitchell HEALEY (2)

Phillip HEWITT

Andrew HICK

Wayne HOOD

Dean HOSKING

Barry HOWARD

Dane HUNT *

Darrel HUTCHINSON

Andrew JOHNSTON *

Robert KEARNS

Mark KEEGAN

Adam KNIGHT (2)

Anthony KNIGHT

Michael LATHAM

Tim LEESE

Ricky LEWIS

Brett LONGVILLE

Dean LONGVILLE

Shane McCARTHY

John McCLAREN

Paul McGRODER

Barry McMANUS    (Oatley Shield)

Greg MALONEY

Ryan MILES

Craig MILLER

Mark MONK

Bradley MOON

Murray MORRISON

Adam NAPPER

Cameron NAPPER

Glenn NELSON

Daniel NEWTON (2)

Timothy NICHOLLS

Gavin NICHOLSON

Jason OATES

Dean O'BRYAN

Shaun O'BYRAN

Peter O'DONNELL

Michael PINK

Michael PORTER

Tony REA (2) 

Anthony RICE

Adam RITSON

Cameron ROSSITER

John RUSSELL

Craig SCUTTS

Mark STEWART *

Mitchell STUART *

* Played 1998

S.G. BALL CUP (Cont.)

Gary TEMPLE

Andrew THEOBOLD

Jeremy THOMPSON *

Raymond THOMPSON

Dennis TING          (Oatley Shield)

Gary TING             (Oatley Shield)

Cameron TOPHAM

Larry WARNER

Paul WARRINGTON

Michael WARTON

Bradley WATTS

Michael WESTON

Mark WOOLSEY

Darren ZIEGENFUSZ

HAROLD MATTHEWS CUP

David ADAMS

Michael ADAMS

Jason ANDERSON

Colin BALLARD (2)

Paul BELL

Brett BENTLEY

Karl BOOTHROYD

David BROUGHTON

Adam BROWN

Justin BRUBAKER *

Shaun BRUCE

Tim BRYANT

Mathew BUCKLEY

Paul CASSEL

Mark CHANDLER

Shaun CRAWLEY

Craig DAVIES

Peter DOEPEL

Scott DUDMAN (Endeavour Cup)

Paul DWYER

Andrew FERGUSON

Darren FINDLAY

Scott FLEMING

Darren FOGARTY

Mark FOSTER

Andrew FRASER

John GARDNER

Adam GARVEY (2)

Timothy GIBSON

David GRAINGER

Peter GREEN

Warren GREEN

Markham HANDCOCK

Michael HART

Mitchell HEALEY

Andrew HICK

Jason HODSDON

Glenn HOLDEN

Dean HOOD

Dane HUNT *

Andrew JOHNSTON (2)

Dale JOHNSTON

Timothy KEARNEY

Robert KEARNS

Mark KEEGAN

Dean KEMBER

Adam KNIGHT

Timothy LEESE

Brett LEVINGS

Brett LONGVILLE

Dean LONGVILLE

Mark McKERNAN

Garry McKINNON

Paul MAGUIRE

Ryan MILES

Murray MORRISON

Scott MURPHY

Adam NAPPER

Cameron NAPPER

Glenn NELSON

Gavin NICHOLSON

Daniel NEWTON

Jason OATES (2)

Dean O'BRYAN

David O'DONEELL

Matthew O'DONNELL (2)

Peter O'DONNELL

Matthew PALLISTER

Michael PORTER

Jason SMITH

Mark STEWART

Brad STREETING *

Mitchell STUART (2)

Ryan STUART *

David SULLIVAN

Jeremy THOMPSON *

Cameron TOPHAM

Wade VAN GEMERT

Larry WARNER (Endeavour Cup)

Ken WARREN

Darren ZIEGENFUSZ

Markus ZUSAK

* Played 1998

MAL MENINGA CUP

Colin BEST

TERRY LAMB CUP

Mark McKERNAN

Mark STEWART

PRESIDENTS CUP was under 19 years (1975, 76 and 77). Prior to 1975 and after 1977 the competition was under 21 years.  In 1988 this competition was controlled by the District Club, and continues to be.

JERSEY FLEGG CUP was under 17 years (1975, 76 and 77). Prior to that and until 1984 it was under 18 years.  In 1985 it was changed to under 19 years.  In 1997 it was changed to under 20.

S.G.  BALL CUP was under 15 years prior to 1978 when it took over from the Oatley Shield.  From 1979 to 1985 it was under 16 years.  In 1986 it was under 17 years.  In 1997 it was under 18.

HAROLD MATTHEWS CUP was an under 14 K.O. having taken over from the Endeavour Cup.  In 1985 it was a 'round robin' carnival.  1986 to 1996 under 15 years.  1997 it was under 16 years.

MAL MENINGA CUP formed by the Super League in 1997 (for that year only) and was an under 19 competition.

TERRY LAMB CUP formed by the Super League in 1997 (for that year only) and was an under 17 competition.

Internet

Did you know the Junior League has a web homepage.  This page contains coming events, weekly results, club details, representative teams, etc.

http://cronsuth.webtel.net.au
For our Club it also contains details of all players games, tries, goals, awards, etc since 1968.

400 MATCH AWARD

Peter GREEN

250 MATCH AWARD

Kurt GILLIES

Peter HAMMOND

Dean LONGVILLE

Glenn O'LEARY

Mark NOAKES

200 MATCH AWARD

Colin BALLARD

Colin BEAK

Paul BELL

Scott BILLSBOROUGH

Glenn BLOOR

Blake COUSEMACKER

Drew COUSEMACKER

Craig DAVIES

Mark DODGE

Paul DWYER

Kenneth EBB

Steven EBB

Mark ELDER *

Paul GILBERT

Adam GRANT

Kevin GREEN

Wayne HALL

Markham HANDCOCK

Mitch HEALEY

Steve JOHNSTON

Robert KEMP *

David KIDD

Drew LEVIN

Brett LONGVILLE

Adam LYNCH

Mark McGAW

Michael McSTAY

Murray MORRISON

Glenn NELSON

Adam NAPPER

Cameron NAPPER

Simon PARSONS

Michael PORTER

Wayne TURNER *

Scott VITELLI

Larry WARNER

Phillip WARNER

Mark WATCHORN

Markus ZUSAK

150 MATCH AWARD

Barry ARKLEY

Corey ASTON

Brian BALLARD

Chad BEATTIE

Nathan BILLSBOROUGH

Glenn BLOOR

Daniel CHAPMAN

Matthew CHAPMAN *

Sean CRAWLEY

Stephen DENFORD

Bruce DRIES

Andrew FERGUSON

Darren FINDLAY

Brett FLEMING

David FLINT

John GARDNER

Adam GARVEY

Matthew GILMORE

Gary HAMMOND

Brett HEADLEY

David HESFORD

Mark HESSE

David HINE

Michael HOOPER

Tommy HOOPER

Dean HOSKING

Kevin JOHANSSON

Dale JOHNSTON

Tim KEARNEY

Dean KEMBER

Peter KINGSTON

Hilton LEES

Brett LEVINGS

Brett LOWDER

Denis MARSH

Brett MAY

Ryan MILES

Tim NICHOLLS

Matthew O'DONNELL

David O'TOOLE

Aaron PALMER

Anthony PARSONS

Michael PINK

Alan REA

Tony REA

Dean SHIPWAY

Steven SMITH

Warren SMITH

Wayne SMITH

Todd STEWART

David SULLIVAN

* Awarded 1998

150 MATCH AWARD (Cont.)

Richard TAYLOR

John TOLHURST

Kenneth WARREN

 Bradley WATTS

Michael WESTON

Robert WESTON

Matthew WRIGHT

100 MATCH AWARD

Grant ABSALOM

Craig AIREY

Mathew ALEWOOD

Clint ALLEN

Phillip ALLEN

Brian ANDREWS

Ryan ASPLIN

Gavin ASTON

Greg BAKER

Robert BALDOCK

Jason BALLARD

Stephen BEAK

Glen BEAMES

Grant BEAMES

Troy BEAUMONT

Adrian BEDFORD

Kyle BEDFORD

Christopher BELL

Jeffrey BENNETT

Michael BLACK

Chris BOLAND

Karl BOOTHROYD

Wayne BOUFFLER

Daniel BRANDER

Matthew BRANDER

Adam BROWN

Simon BROWN

Evan BRUNTON

Mitchell BRUNTON

Bradley BYRNE

Donovan CAMPBELL

Craig CANNINGS

Craig CASSEL

Mark CHANDLER

Darryl CHAPMAN

Bradley CHARTERS

Joel CHEESMAN

Ross CLARKE

Colin COLE

Kevin COLE

Laurie COLE

Mick CONROY *

Paul CONSTANZO

Jason COTTLE

James COTTON

Paul COTTON

Robert COTTON

Thomas COTTON

David CROFT

Trent CROFT

Lee CURTIS

Andrew DARLINGTON

Mitchell DARLINGTON

Craig DAWSON

Kenneth DENFORD

Matthew DOVES

Michael DRIES

Neil DUDMAN

Scott DUDMAN

Brett DUHIGG

Bradley EBB

Andrew EDWARDS

Peter EDWARDS

Scott EDWARDS

Aaron ESHMAN

Christian ESHMAN

Michael FARRELL

Scott FLEMING

Tye FLEMING

Ashley FRASER

Michael FROST

John FRY

Ross FRYER

Grant GARRICK

Todd GARVEY

Wayne GEDDES

Timothy GIBSON

Gregory GILBERT

Mark GILBERT

Craig GILLIES

Andrew GILMORE

Scott GORDON

David GRAINGER

Ben GREEN

Warren GREEN

Scott GUERIN

Troy HALL

David HAMMOND

Michael HAMMOND

Troy HARPER

Paul HAWKINS

Andrew HICK

Rodney HIRST

Glenn HOLDEN

Dean HOOD

Wayne HOOD

Robert HOST

Barry HOWARD

Daniel HOWARD

Keith HUGHES

Mark HUGHES

Paul HUGHES

Dane HUNT

Lincoln HUNT

Paul INGRAM

Craig IRELAND

Chris ISAAC *

Bradley JACKSON

Andrew JAMES

Matthew JAMES

Darrel JOHNSEN

Mark JOHNSON

Andrew JOHNSTON

Brendan JOHNSTON

* Awarded 1998

100 MATCH AWARD (Cont.)

Mark KEEGAN

Stuart KEENAN

Craig KENWORTHY

Phillip KING

Adam KNIGHT

Anthony KNIGHT

Ryan LAKER *

Scott LAKER

Michael LATHAM

Ben LEDGERWOOD

John LEEBOLD

Andrew LONDON

Brendon LUCK *

Gareth LUPTON

Jamie LUPTON

Ryan LUPTON *

Justin McLEAN

Gary McKINNON

Barry McMANUS

James McMAHON

Paul MAGUIRE

Corey MARKHAM

Ian MARSH

Kurt MARSH *

Grant MAY

Shane MAYBERRY

David MEREDITH

Ian MIDDLETON

Craig MILLER

Ross MORRISON

Tom MORRISON

Scott NANCARROW *

Trevor NEVILLE

Jason OATES

Shane OATES

Glenn O'BRIEN

David O'DONNELL

Peter O'DONNELL

Luke OLDFIELD

Stephen O'TOOLE

Andrew PERRY

Gavin PHILLIPS

Glen PHILLIPS

Cameron PIPER

Scott PIPER

Brett POOLE

Michael PRICE

Andrew PURCELL

Brett RILEY

Mark ROBIN

Gary ROBINSON

Graeme ROBINSON

Kevin ROBINSON

Mark RADIOS

Alan ROWLING

Glenn RUSSELL

Kane RYAN

Kris SCHOFIELD

Frank SCHREUDER

Michael SCHREUDER

Craig SCHWEIGHOFFER

Kurt SCHWEIGHOFFER

Gregory SELL

Peter SHEPHERD

Craig SHIRWELL

Jimmy SHOOTER

Steven SHOOTER

Jeffrey SHORT

Peter SIMPSON

Rodney SIMPSON

Shane SIMPSON

Brendan SMITH *

Brett SMITH

Terry SMITH

Morris SNEPVANGERS

Joshua SPENCER

Rodney STAFF

Robert STANTON

Mark STEWART

Mitchell STUART

Bradley STUVE

Mark SULLIVAN

Ben TANNER

Andrew THORNBERRY

Ken THORNBERRY

Justin THORBURN

Craig TIMMENS

Anthony TOMS

Craig TREHEARNE

Luke TURNER

Steven TURNER

Adrian VAN DER VALK

Scott VAN DER VALK

Gregory VAUGHAN

Brett VINCENT

Gary VITELLI

Stephen WAILES

Mark WAKEFIELD

Matthew WALKER

Glenn WALTERS

David WARD

Brad WARDROBE

Colin WARNER

Shaun WARREN

Steven WARREN

Michael WARTON

Billy WEBECK

Ossie WELSH

Craig WHEELER

Brett WIGGINS

Todd WIGGINS

Glenn WILCOX

Brett WILLIAMS

Troy WOOD

Trent WOODHILL

Rodney WOODRUFF

Trent WOOLDRIDGE

Brendon WRIGHT

Robert ZUSAK

* Awarded 1998

NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS

Highest Point Scorers:


Junior:

Hayden AIREY

6Red

112 Points


Senior:

Jason BEARE

19

118 Points

Highest Try Scorers:


Junior:

Hayden AIREY

6Red

26 Tries


Senior:

Dane HUNT


16

18 Tries

Highest Goal Kickers:


Junior:

Adam DRANSFIELD
10A

11 Goals


Senior:

Jason BEARE

19

47 Goals

Highest Scoring Team:


Junior:

10A
464 Points


Senior:

16
427 Points

Best Defensive Team:


Junior:

10A
  78 Points


Senior:

19
  90 Points

1998 Cronulla-Sutherland DJRL senior club champions.

40 years as a club in the Cronulla-Sutherland DJRL.

HIGHEST POINT SCORERS IN EACH TEAM

Junior (U6 - U12)

6Blue
Matthew FORD
81

6Red
Hayden AIREY
112
7Blue
Daniel WATTS
51

8A
Cameron DUNSTAN
22

8B
Stephen CLARK
41

9B
Nathan AIREY
71

10A
Mitchell NEYLAN
83

11A
Brett WRIGHT
29

12B
Matthew GORDON
80


Senior (U13 - A Grade)

13A
Daniel O'Reilly
36

14
James MOLLARD
36

15
Ryan WOODWARD
40

16
Trent NEWTON
78

17
Mark STEWART
100

19
Jason BEARE
118
2nd Grade
Dave CHALLAND
44

A Grade
Steven LEWIS
110

HIGHEST POINT SCORERS (50 or more)

Junior (U6 - U12)

Hayden AIREY (6Red)
112

Eathon MAY (6Red)
92

Mitchell NYLAN (10A)
83

Matthew FORD (6Blue)
81

Matthew GORDON (12B)
80

Nathan AIREY (9B)
71

Matt TOWELL (9B)
69

Ryan CARR (10A)
63

Adam DRANSFIELD (10A)
60

Leigh CAPEL (10A)
58

Daniel WATTS (7Blue)
51


Senior (U13 - A Grade)

Jason BEARE (19)
118

Steven LEWIS (A Grade)
110

Mark STEWART (17)
108

Trent NEWTON (16)
78

Dane HUNT (16)
76

Ryan MAYNE (16)
50





5 SEASON AWARDS





Jason RAPER
9B





Matt TOWELL
9B





Kenneth HYDE
10A





Matt MORTIMER
10A





Daniel MUTZ
10A





Luke TOWNSEND
10A





Ryan SHERWOOD
11A





Daniel BRUBAKER
12B





Andrew HYDE
12B





Rhys MOWLAM
12B





Tim ROSE
13A





Mischa IYALOO
13A





Tim FELTON
13A





Chris HAYWARD
14





3 SEASON AWARDS

Sean CAPEL
7Blue

Anthony FRANCO
7Blue

Tyler McGLINCHY
7Blue

David MITCHELL
7Blue

Boyd MUNTZ
7Blue

Mitchell FLOYD
8A

(Awarded 1997)

Joshua DAVIS
8A

Brett GIBBS
8A

Stephen CLARK
8B

Scott McFADDEN
8B

Adam McKINLEY
8B

Travis RING
8B

Stuart BROWNE
9B

Dane FERGUSON
9B

Logan McGLINCHY
9B

Lawrie BARNES
10A

Blake CASHMAN
11A

Matthew HUNT
11A

Christopher IRWIN
11A

Ryan SMITH
11A

Joel MANNS
12B

Dylan REDDY
13A

Cameron CURREY
13A

Daniel KELSO
14

UNDER 6Blue

COACH:

Blake Cousemacker

MANAGERS:
John Nichols & Gary Ford

SPONSOR:

Giant M Sportswear

TEAM:

Hayden Ayers, Aaron Carroll, Matthew Ford, Luke Dodge, 

Luke Richmond, Dean Robinson, Dylan Circosta, Luke Nichols, Daniel Sheehy.

This team was an absolute delight to coach.  Every boy’s behaviour was excellent, as were their manners.  This year marked the Club’s 40th Anniversary and this team showed the club’s age by having two players with grandfathers who played for the Dragons in the early ‘70’s A Grade sides, surely this must be a first for the club.  Daniel Sheehy’s grandfather is Billy Goodman and Dylan Circosta’s grandfather is Trevor Rogers.

Firstly I would like to give a huge thank you to Gary Ford and John Nichols who both did an outstanding job looking after the team when I was away.  To the parents who ran the line and sat the table your help was invaluable, thanks heaps.

All the supporters, parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, aunts and uncles, thank you for coming to each game and cheering the boys on.  Larry and the committee did yet another marvelous job and the ladies committee, well; the club is blessed to have these ladies.  Top job girls!  The club as a whole has had an outstanding year, 40th Anniversary, senior club champions, Matt Rogers played for Australia and Robbie Kearns for NSW, everyone should be proud to be involved with the club this year, and be very proud of the mighty under 6’s!

AWARD WINNERS

ESHMAN FAMILY TROPHY FOR

BEST AND FAIREST:  Matthew Ford

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Dylan Circosta

HAYDEN AYERS:  A young giant who is going to be a great footballer.  Hayden’s best asset is that he loves the game and loves being part of a team.  With the ball he runs hard and straight and isn’t scared to mix it with the older boys.  Two more years in the 6’s and he will become a try scoring, tackling machine.  Onya Haydo!

AARON CARROLL:  What a tremendous talent this kid is.  A copy book defender and electrifying with the ball, Aaron had a great year and is a player with a huge heart who always tries his best every game.  Aaron is easily the best U6 tackler in Australia.  Keep it up Aaron.

MATTHEW FORD:  Even though it is hard to believe, but this year was Matt’s first year.  Matt has natural ability oozing through his bones, pace to burn, a step, a swerve and reads the game exceptionally well.  He scored heaps of tries combining his ability and determination.  What a year for Matthew.

LUKE DODGE:  Dodgie had a great first year, he is tough and the rougher it gets the better.  Dodgie is another boy who just loves the game and being part of a team.  When he switches on he is an exceptional player who runs hard and a dynamic tackler.  Good season Dodgie.

LUKE RICHMOND:  Richo’s style of play can be described as flamboyant.  Richo scored tries by bamboozling the opposition.  He made great progress through the year and showed he is the makings of a magnificent footballer.  Top stuff Richo!

DEAN ROBINSON:  Robbo is fearless in defence and dazzling in attack, always in the thick of things in defence and scored tries utilising his blistering pace.  I know Robbo will one day play for the Sharks much to the disgust of his family of Saints.  Well done Robbo, you had an excellent season.

DYLAN CIRCOSTA:  I described Dylan in a report through the year as the next Robbie Kearns, well I think if you saw him play, you would agree.  Dylan is going to be an excellent forward, he always runs straight and hard and drives in low and hard in defence.  Outstanding year from an outstanding young footballer.

LUKE NICHOLS:  Without a doubt the quietest and best mannered boy in the team, without a doubt a potential superstar.  Another boy who I think is going to be an excellent footballer due to his straight hard running.  Luke always does the hard yards in the lead up work to our tries.  Good on ya Nico, you played magnificently this season.

DANIEL SHEEHY:  Daniel is a chirpy vibrant character who displayed all the good traits of a dummy half or first receiver.  Daniel played a lot in these positions and relished the responsibility.  He is a good organiser in attack and an excellent tackler.  Daniel loves rugby league and being part of the team, I can only see a big future for Daniel.

UNDER 6Red

COACH:

Andrew Darlington

MANAGER:

Kristine Knigge

SPONSOR:

Giant M Sportswear

TEAM:

Josh Simpson, Nick Beecroft, Matt Knigge, Hayden Atkins, 



Nathan Knigge, Tyson Rogers, Alana Ferguson, Eathan May,



Hayden Airey

First of all I would like to congratulate everyone in the team for a terrific year.  Although not a proper comp, the mighty 6R’s went through the year only losing one game, and along with the 6B’s the Dragons future looks very promising.  For three-quarters of the team this was their second year of footy and the improvement shown by everyone not only on the field, but also at training, has been above my expectations.

I would like to thank all the parents for their support during the year, it was very helpful having parents willing to help out where possible.

To our manager, Kristine, I would like to thank you for the work you’ve done throughout the year, it’s been great and made my job easier.

To Blake, thankyou for your help during the year.  To our sponsor Giant M Sportswear, thanks for your support.

Last of all I would like to thank everyone associated with the team on a great year and I hope to see everyone back with the Dragons next year.












Andrew

AWARD WINNERS

FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Eathan May

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Hayden Atkins

JOSH SIMPSON:  One of the teams big improvers from last year.  Not only was Josh’s defence strong, but his attack really came on in leaps and bounds, proving a handful for the opposition and was unlucky not to score a couple of tries.  Good on ya Josh and I hope to see you next year.

NICK BEECROFT:  A definite front rower in the making.  Nick would have to be one of the strongest players in this age group.  Nick scored some great tries using his strength and speed, and in defence was just as strong, pulling off some great tackles.  A force to be reckoned with next year.  Top effort Nick.

MATT KNIGGE:  Another big improver from last year.  Matt scored some very strong tries this year using a step and a swerve that would put ET to shame.  Not only did Matt’s attack improve, so did his defence and was one of the teams tackling machines.  Congratulations on a great season Matt.

HAYDEN ATKINS:  Hayden having his first year with the Dragons is a deserving winner of the encouragement award.  As each game went on Hayden kept on improving and kept on having a great time which was great to see, and by the end of the year came close to scoring his first try on a couple of occasions.  But, I wouldn’t worry Hayden because I’m sure there’s plenty to come next year.

NATHAN KNIGGE:  One of the young guns of the side, Nathan had a great first up year, having a ball at training and at the games.  Nathan is going to be one of the U6’s veterans next year.  This year Nathan proved a terror for the opposition on many occasions as they tried to run over him many times to no avail, and by the end of the season his attack was very good with Nathan getting in there and having some good runs.  Good luck next year Nathan.

TYSON ROGERS:  One of the team’s characters, Tyson again had a great year scoring some good tries with his barnstorming running.  Tyson’s defence was very strong, as well as making it very hard for the opposition to get past him.  See you next year Tyson.

ALANA FERGUSON:  Alana proved to be a crowd favourite each Saturday morning at games as she continually ran rings around the opposition, scoring tries at will, and was also a tackling machine, often making tackle after tackle which made the other boys think ‘we aren’t running at this girl anymore’.  Congratulations Alana, and I hope to see you in the Dragons colours next year.

EATHAN MAY:  The team’s second leading try scorer.  Eathan had a great year scoring many tries using his speed and step.  Another advantage is Eathan is looking to offload as he gets tackled, which stands him in good stead.  In defence, Eathan was no slouch either, making some good try saving tackles throughout the year.

HAYDEN AIREY:  Last year’s best and fairest, this year’s leading tryscorer, and without a doubt would have to be one of the club’s leading tryscorers this year.  Hayden averaged three tries a game with most of them coming without a hand being laid on him.  In defence ‘H’ often made many try saving tackles throughout the year.  Congratulations on a great year ‘H’.

UNDER 7Blue

COACH:

Dennis Cotton

MANAGER:

Sherryn 

SPONSOR:

C & D Painting

TEAM:

Brayden Davies, Jack Brubaker, David Mitchell, Sean Capel,



Ben Ryan, Boyd Muntz, Daniel Watts, Tyler McGlinchy,



Braidy McGlinchy, Anthony Franco.

Firstly I would like to thank our sponsor C & D Painting for their support throughout the year.  Also to the mums and dads for their support on and off the field, and special mention to the manager, Sherryn Ryan, for all of the hard work involved in managing a side, thanks Sherryn.  Also to Helmut for his support and excellent job as club recorder, thanks Helmut.  All players from the U7’s can be very proud of their performance on the field, sometimes showing excellent skills both in attack and defence with true Dragon spirit.












Dennis

AWARD WINNERS

LIONS CLUB OF ENGADINE TROPHY

FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Brayden Davies

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Jack Brubaker

BRAYDEN DAVIES:  All season Brayden showed the desire and determination that every coach loves to see, add to that a sharp brain and his never say die attitude and you have our best and fairest player, big effort Brayden.

JACK BRUBAKER:  Jack is the toughest, hardest under 7’s player in the comp, what he lacks in size he more than makes up for in ticker.  Although a very quiet boy off the field, Jack is like a volcano ready to explode when he pulls on that Dragons jumper.  Well done Jack.

DAVID MITCHELL:  David is a player with great rugby league ability, he plays with confidence and the maturity of a seasoned veteran.  This year saw him absolutely cream the opposition in defence and then back it up with his ability to score tries.  Great season David.

SEAN CAPEL:  Sean is an excellent runner of the ball, scoring some great tries throughout the season, his ability to get outside his man is tremendous.  Sean’s greatest point is his attitude to training; he is an excellent trainer and understands the game well.  Well done Sean.

BEN RYAN:  Ben is without a doubt the best dummy half in the comp, quick thinking is the key to this position and Ben is at this, scoring try after try this season.  Ben is also very solid in defence in the middle of the field.  Top year Ben.

BOYD MUNTZ:  Boyd’s fearless approach to the game lifts his team mates every time he makes a run, making many yards with the ball.  Boyd’s defence was the big improver this year which he worked hard on.  Put them both together and another volcano will erupt.  (PS Boyd is still the fastest player to the canteen over 20m).  Well done Boyd.

DANIEL WATTS:  Tall, strong and fast, Daniel was a handful for any opposing team, scoring a heap of tries this year through his strength and determination.  Daniel was also very good in defence stopping many tries with good ball and all tackles.  Good effort Daniel.

TYLER McGLINCHY:  Tyler is the type of player every coach needs, he puts his hand up whenever his team needs to do the hard yards and is always near the top of the tackle count.  Tyler plays the game hard and with his current dedication to the game should have a very bright future.  Thanks Tyler.

BRAIDY McGLINCHY:  Braidy had a pretty solid year all round.  She loves to run the ball and was very keen to try things.  Braidy also filled in at dummy half and did a very good job.  Thanks Braidy.

ANTHONY FRANCO:  Anthony showed good involvement in the game, both in attack and defence, making some good runs with the ball and helping out players in tackles to bring down the bigger players.  Well done Anthony.

UNDER 8A

COACH:

Mark Elder

MANAGER:

Craig Davies

SPONSOR:

Engadine Automatics

TEAM:  

Tom Teuma, Steven Coughlan, Josh Davies, Mitchell Floyd,




Peter Elder, Brett Gibbs, Cameron Dunstan, Corey Muntz.

In the first year of grading, we had a team combined and split from previous years, and although the results weren’t as good as we had hoped, the boys tried their hearts out each week, made new friends (as did the parents) and generally a good time was had by all.

Special thanks to our trainer Rod Gibbs, and Tom Coughlan who ran the line each week, if only to get in his son’s ear, for their help both at training and on game day, and also to all the parents for their help and support throughout the year.

Our thanks also go out to Steven Ebb of Engadine Automatics for his continuing sponsorship of the club, and our team in particular, and especially Monica who’ll kill us if we don’t give her mention.











Craig & Mark

AWARD WINNERS

BEST AND FAIREST:  Cameron Dunstan

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Corey Muntz

TOM TEUMA:  In his second year of football, Tom again progressed well, and being one of our bigger kids, his go forward play was a big asset to the team.  He was always keen to take the ball up and consistently unloaded to a support.  Tom’s defence was sound, he has a good fend and will be a big asset to the team in years to come.

STEVEN COUGHLAN:  Steve has never handed in a game giving less than 100% (because his dad would bag him), and can always be relied upon to give something when the team needs it.  As one of the smaller kids in the team, never shied away from the task, be it in attack or defence and his effort against Gymea was one of the most inspired performances you’d ever see from an eight year old.  This kid lives for his footy and if he continues to play with the same heart and commitment, will be a start in years to come.

JOSH DAVIES:  Once again, our first receiver who organised our play in attack with great competence.  On the occasions he ran the ball himself, he invariably made good ground and proved hard to tackle.  Josh plugged the centre of the ruck in defence, and as his confidence grew, was able to tackle well above his size and weight.  Although not big in size, Josh reads a game well, has the makings of a good playmaker and his keen mind for the game will see him develop into a very good player in years to come.

MITCHELL FLOYD:  Mitch spent the year as our dummy half and gave good service to Josh in attack.  Mitch scored a couple of good tries, the result of some good runs on the last tackle.  His defence can be best described as patchy, and while he has shown he can tackle and tackle well, needs to grow a bit in confidence and back his own ability, and when this happens, he has the makings of a good hooker.

PETER ELDER:  Once again, Peter was our fullback, gave 100% each week, and we lost count of the number of tries he saved in defence.  His attack put us in good field position, but as the fastest player in the team, needs to back himself, go for the comers more often and not cut back inside, and he’ll score a lot more tries a lot more often, but even so, still had a very good year.

BRETT GIBBS:  The quiet achiever.  Brett started the year very tentatively but in the last four games played like a man possessed.  The tackling practice at training finally paid off, taking what he learnt onto the field in defence, and this new found confidence saw his attack also improve immensely.  Brett finished the year as one of our best; it’s a pity the season ended when it did, and if he carries that form into next year will have a huge year.  The revelation of the year.

CAMERON DUNSTAN:  For a first timer this kid has shown huge potential.  His sheer size and strength and ability to unload the ball is well complimented by his determination in defence, often running players down from behind when a try looked imminent.  Cameron never took a backward step, was a good listener at training, wanted to learn, did so and was a deserving winner of our best and fairest award.  A great first year, we look forward to seeing you do it all again next year.

COREY MUNTZ:  Another consistent player who always gave 100%, Corey barely said ten words all year, but his work on the field spoke volumes for his ability and he was sorely missed when not playing.  Corey never needed help to put a player on the ground, tackling low always, and made the most yards up the middle of the ruck of all our bigger players.  Corey wins our encouragement awards this year for a job well done, and can only improve as the years progress.

UNDER 8B

COACH:

Colin McKinley

MANAGER:

Donna McKinley

SPONSOR:

Mocopan Coffee

TEAM:

Paul Bremner, Stephen Clark, Jon Ross Hunt, Scott McFadden

Adam McKinley, Travis Ring, Shane Roach, Khan Salamalikis, 

Joel Shears, Kupe Tauwhare.

The new season saw a few changes, not only with the boys changing teams, but with myself taking over the role of coach.

Unfavourable weather allowing only 11 games and very few training sessions was the only disappointing part of the season, apart from missing the memorable ‘STOP’ moment that may go on to win The Footy Show’s ‘A league of their own’ award for Como, while I was in hospital.

The boys tried their hardest every week, playing most of the year with no reserves.  They finished the year with a win and a draw.

Many thanks to the players and parents, their enthusiasm helped to make the year a very enjoyable one.

A very special thankyou to Donna, Steve McFadden and Steve Roach who turned up to help out at most training sessions and games.  Hope to see you all again next year.













Colin

AWARD WINNERS

BEST AND FAIREST:  Stephen Clark

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Travis Ring

PAUL BREMNER:  Paul joined the team late in the season having never played league before.  He showed a lot of natural ability especially in the tackling department, usually being the first player up in defence.  With some practice and guidance I am sure Paul will go very well next year.

STEPHEN CLARK:  A great year for Stephen accepting the responsibility of the dummy half role.  He scored many tries from this position.  Always willing to listen to instructions, his running game has come a long way this year.  He will continue to improve.

JON ROSS HUNT:  Another boy who finished the year on a high, J.R’s confidence grew towards the end of the year.  He uses his size to his advantage, barging through the opposition to get to the try line.

SCOTT McFADDEN:  The smallest in stature in the team but by no means in heart.  Scott took a lot of bumps during the year but always came back stronger.  He tackled well all season with no fear of the bigger boys.

ADAM McKINLEY:  Adam started the year at first receiver.  His game and confidence grew towards the end of the season which saw him switch between dummy half and first receiver when required to.

TRAVIS RING:  Travis was one of the big improvers of the year.  In the last few games all he wanted to do was score a try, unfortunately he was denied one this year, but next year I am sure with his enthusiasm and growing ability he can come up with the goods.

SHANE ROACH:  Shane did a great job finishing the season in the first receiver role.  It took him a few games to get used to this position, however once he did it was a big help to the team.  Shane enjoys running the ball and has no trouble making distance with each run.

KHAN SALAMLIKIS:  Khan had a good year playing fullback for most of the season, a tough job considering the amount of times he had to stop the opposition running straight at him.

JOEL SHEARS:  A boy with plenty of energy and just as much ability.  Joel can make plenty of yards with the ball finding plenty of gaps.  He has no fear when it comes to tackling even the biggest of boys.

KUPE TAUWHARE:  Kupe also joined the team late in the year.  A keen lad that shows promise of being a good all round player.

UNDER 9B

COACH:

Craig Airey

MANAGER:

Brett Rogers

SPONSOR:

GWF Transport

TEAM:
Nathan Airey, Stuart Brown, Joel Croft, Dane Ferguson, Dane Ford, Daniel Gough, Daniel Hayden, Kyle May, Logan McGlinchy, 

Reece Piper, Jason Raper, Jarrod Richards, Steve Ring, Kyle Rogers, Thomas Ryan, Matt Towell.

This season will be remembered as the season the under 9’s showed immense improvement and displayed their true potential as a future champion team.

It’s true to say that whilst we missed the end of season games, the season was a huge success.  The boys played with plenty of courage and determination and at times were worthy of premiership honours.  At the start of the season we were faced with a situation which by all means is not desirable.  Whilst we had too many players for one side we didn’t have enough for two teams.  After conferring with the parents the decision was made to run with one team that would be played in the B comp.  We adopted a roster system, which unfortunately saw four players rostered off each weekend.

The players were not happy for the system to be put in place, however after not winning a game last year, it was decided that this was the best chance for the players to at least achieve some weekend satisfaction.  

The final result was pleasing to all, with the more developed players bringing the best out of the players who lacked in confidence.

The last few games saw most players on equal footing and the season end coming much too quickly for all.  To miss the semi’s by one point, with a washed out game in hand, that we were certain to win, was disappointing, however the season of 1999 should be at least rewarding and looked forward to with a renewed enthusiasm.

The parents were supportive and understood the circumstances that made the season difficult and for that I would like to thank you all.

There must be something with the name Rogers; they certainly make good managers.  Like Trevor, Brett has done a fantastic job, not only managing the side but also organising the team photos.  Brett has organised the team with extreme efficiency and has certainly impressed with his dedication and commitment to his task.  Thanks Brett for you assistance, you certainly made the season enjoyable.

Once again the big man made his more than generous donation to the club.  GWF Transport supplied the team’s jerseys, sponsored the team through the club and also supplied the major prize for the team’s raffle.  Unfortunately Gavin Fisher was unable to see the boys collect their jerseys and to feel the enjoyment they had by knowing at the seasons end they could keep the jumpers.  Thanks Gavin, I am sure the boys would all like to thank you personally, you may be a big man but you certainly have a heart to match.

I would also like to thank the clubs tireless workers, especially Helmut Zusak who would have the most demanding job and does it with a minimum of fuss, and Kellie Watchorn for putting together the magazines and doing some adjusting before going to print.

Finally I think the biggest than you should go to the players themselves, what an absolute joy to coach, the hours of enjoyment that we had together can never be duplicated, and for your efforts throughout the season I would like to thank you all.  Remember it’s better to be a champion team than a team of champions.

AWARD WINNERS 

LEONARD J FLETCHER TROPHY

FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Matt Towell

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Dane Ferguson

NATHAN AIREY:  By far the coach’s favourite player, Nathan is without doubt a confident player who lacks nothing against his bigger opposition.  His Steggle legs carried him to many great tries this season and his bulky frame enabled him to halt the opposition.  His attacking game has always been first class but Nathan’s defence this year was outstanding.  A player who plays with plenty of commitment and has a great dislike for being defeated on the football field. 

STUART BROWNE:  At the start of the season Stuart was lacking a little confidence, but in true Ginger Meggs style came through to be one of the toughest players in the side.  His tackling often took the wind out of the opposition and his no fear attitude made him a valuable member of the side.  Stuart will develop into a fine player and should be an asset to future sides.

JOEL CROFT:  Talk about big hearts, this kid’s makes Phar Lap’s look small.  Not the biggest under 9 in the comp, but possibly the most aggressive pound for pound.  Often Joel would be the first into a tackle and the first one ready to make the next tackle.  Joel’s darting runs often made valuable yards, and saved his best to last with a final game try that thrilled the capacity crowd at Anzac.

DANE FERGUSON:  Dane was certainly the most improved player this year.  Starting off the season as a quiet, unassuming player, Dane developed into our first receiver and gave our side direction, and proved that he will be a player to be reckoned with in the future.  Dane ran the ball with great determination and was always willing to do the hard work.  A great season and a year to be proud of.

DANE FORD:  Dane was almost unstoppable when he put his mind to it and also put his foot down.  Our fastest player and without a doubt our best cover tackler.  His length of the field tries became a feature of his game and with the added space of mod league next year Dane will only improve and should become one of the team’s greatest assets.

DANIEL GOUGH:  Goughy has always been a quiet player and this year he started to come out of his shell.  Handed the dummy half duties he displayed the same skills that saw his brother play many times for the Dragons.  You could always count on Daniel to try his best and would never disappoint with his enthusiasm.  A great team player and with a little time and confidence will certainly develop into a champion.

DANIEL HAYDEN:  What a find!  Daniel’s first year of league and by the way he played this will certainly not be his last.  Another of the quieter kids, but with time became a real personality.  His block busting runs not only sent the opposition scattering but also gave our team a great deal of confidence.  Whilst Daniel still has a lot to learn it would be a safe bet to say this kid could develop into something special.  Another of the kids who had a great season.

KYLE MAY:  They say it’s not the size of the dog in the fight but the size of the fight in the dog, well this never rang truer than with Kyle.  Weighing in at about the same weight as half a box of Corn Flakes, Kyle was as determined as any player on the field.  His neat step, his great passing game and his aggressive defence were all key parts of his game.  With just a gentle push in the right direction Kyle is capable of making his own reputation just like BJ.

LOGAN McGLINCHY:  Well if there’s one thing that can be said for Logan, he’s enthusiastic, loves his football and is pretty good at it as well.  An absolute copy book tackler and the team’s highest tackler of the season.  Logan can run the ball and is always close to the action.  With the game played on the larger field next year Logan’s defence will become vital if the team is to be a force.

REECE PIPER:  A lot of players develop at different rates and you only have to look at the club’s stalwart Peter Green to get a good example.  Back in ’89 Peter was on the bench for A Grade and has ended up being one of the true club greats.  Reece is in the same boat, given the right amount of time to develop and with the confidence that comes with age, Reece will become a player of the future.  He is already capable of tackling the biggest and the toughest, and his contribution this year was first rate.

JASON RAPER:  I always thought red heads were supposed to be as tough as nails and as thick as planks.  Well this freckle-faced kid is certainly tough but can sniff out the opposition’s weaknesses and has the ability to read a game.  To have these attributes at an early age is outstanding and that really sums up Jason’s year.  With a bit more pace he could become whatever he chooses in any sport not just league.  AN absolute pleasure to coach.

JARROD RICHARDS:  Our mystery man.  Jarrod often turned up to a game with his mind focussed and was dynamic.  He could cut the opposition to shreds, with a particular try against Menai coming to mind.  Jarrod’s basics of the game are great with his tackling a real feature.  Next year may well be Jarrod’s year and with the confidence he gained this year he should be able to make very post a winner.

STEVE RING:  The’Hole’ had a whale of a season.  Shedding his shoulder pads, chest protector, arm guards, back brace, head gear, waist belt, shin pads, jock strap and garter belt, he became the resurrected Ring Hole of season ’98.  Steve was also one of our most improved players and gave me a great deal of satisfaction in the way he competed this season.  With the confidence he gained this season there will be a few opposition players looking out for an even bigger and better ‘Hole’ next year.

KYLE ROGERS:  The manager’s favourite and quiet rightly so.  Kyle was yet another of the class of ’98 developers and will be better off for this season.  Proved to be a handy dummy half and an equally capable runner of the ball.  Kyle still lacks a little confidence and with time I am sure that will change and then he will be able to play to his true potential.  Kyle’s attitude and determination was to be commended and his thirst for league will no doubt ensure he returns for 1999.

THOMAS RYAN:  Tommy was a little overawed at the start of the season but developed into a key member of the team.  No one within a five mile radius could ever forget any of his tries this season as his mother leant her verbal support.

An exceptionally strong player who often broke tackles and tackled with great determination.  Thomas was always willing to help his teammates and was never afraid to do the hard work.

MATT TOWELL:  A great season from big Matty.  Whenever we looked like we needed a lift you could rely on Matt to get his team out of a tough situation.  A balanced runner and an aggressive tackler Matt will love the extra yards Mod football will allow him next year.  Matt was one of the reasons some of the less confident players found their feet this year and was a real pleasure to watch and coach.

UNDER 10A - PREMIERS

COACH:

Greg Townsend

MANAGER:

Len Cousemacker

SPONSOR:

Southern Suburbs Physiotherapy

TEAM:

Matt Mortimer, Adam Dransfield, Ken Hyde, David Gibbs, 

Mitchell Neylan, Chad Brownhill, Dan Smith, Luke Townsend,

Dan Muntz, Chris O’Reilly, Paul Scotland, Leigh Capel, 

Ryan Carr, Blake James, Nathan Bullock, Laurie Barnes.

To maintain concentration and enthusiasm to win three competitions in a row is a great feat for boys of this age, and to win their third grand final in the manner in which they did, is astounding.  In forty minutes of football the boys made only three mistakes and amazingly not one dropped ball.  Losing only one game (7 nil) and one draw in a very tight and incredibly high class competition, speaks volumes for this teams ability.  Always easy to train and obedient on the field, and always with a strong will to win was one of the secrets of success.  This is a very serious team!

Also the parents attitude and loyalty to the team was most commendable.

If you all stick together there is no reason why you cannot go on to better things.

Congratulations boys.

AWARD WINNERS

BEST AND FAIREST:  Nathan Bullock

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Ryan Carr

MOST IMPROVED:  Paul Scotland

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Chris O’Reilly

MAT MORTIMER:  Used as an impact player from the bench most of the year, Mat always went on and did his job competently.  An easy boy to train and possessing a pleasant personality Mat was a popular member of the team.  Because Mat listened and tried hard his improvement throughout the year was notable.  Diving on loose balls and filling gaps in defence Mat was a valuable player.  Well done Mathew.

ADAM DRANSFIELD:  A quiet boy, with great talent and enormous potential, Adam was an important link in the side.  Playing in the five eight position Adam proved to be a great defender with solid head on tackles and low diving cover defence.  This year Adam took on the kicking in general play and did the job wonderfully well.  His long raking kicks in the grand final had a lot to do with the victory.  Adam also possesses a good step and many times made good breaks and always troubles the defence.  A typical Aussie kid, with blonde hair and freckles, Adam is an all round good player and an all round good bloke.  Nice work Adam.

KEN HYDE:  Uninjured all season Ken had to have an off field accident a few days before the grand final, sending shock waves through the Engadine camp.  But managing to keep it out of the media and away from the opposition Ken turned up dressed and ready to play but could manage only a few minutes on the field.  Throughout the season Ken was the instigator of many of our attacking moves.  A will of the wisp, Ken always backed up players who made a break and unselfishly passed to a player in the best attacking position.  Ken always seemed to bob up out of nowhere to make a necessary tackle.  A bit of a character, with a great sense of humour, Ken also sported some great haircuts during the season, and also taught some adults how to play golf.  Good on ya Kenneth.

DAVID GIBBS:  David, after showing some potential early in the season, decided to throw it in.  A quiet, well behaved boy, David always tried hard and was always reliable.  David you are always welcome to come back if you change your mind.

MITCHELL NEYLAN:  A multi talented player, who unbelievably seems to improve with each year, Mitch had a wonderful season.  First to kick for goal each game Mitch never missed all year.  An exciting player, who bring the crowd to their feet every time he touches the ball, Mitch can step off either foot and accelerate in a wink.

Nicknamed The Little Genius, he is paid the ultimate compliment by the opposition by the way he is closely spotted.  This boy has made the fullback position exciting with exhilarating running and solid defence.  If Mitch continues on his way I am sure he will become a representative player.  Onya Mitch.

CHAD BROWNHILL:  Enthusiastic and reliable, Chad is another player who showed promise early but had to leave us halfway through the season.  Hope we see you again, Chad.

DAN SMITH:  Nicknamed The Chief, Dan is a very deceptive player.  After cleaning up a loose ball and seemingly nowhere to go, other than into touch, Dan is suddenly away avoiding clutching hands and despairing dives.  Although small in stature Dan is a very strong player in both attack and defence.  A good lad at training, Dan has a happy go lucky disposition and plays with a smile on his face, which is indicative of how much he enjoys playing footy.  Dan is also a hairdresser’s model who displayed various styles of haircut throughout the season.  Good work, Chief.

LUKE TOWNSEND:  Troubled with foot problems Luke had a mixed season.  Luke was still a very strong player up the middle with short hard runs and rock solid defence which made the opposition think twice about running at him.  Luke’s greatest attribute this year was his great work rate.  Next year Luke will be back at his very best and will once again become the blonde dynamo we all know.  Well done Luke.

DAN MUNTZ:  Probably the most genuinely improved player in the team Dan proved a very reliable winger.  Letting very few players past him and backing up intelligently in attack.  Dan during the year scored a brilliant try at a time a try was really needed.  Coming in from a B side last year Dan handled the rise in standard very ably.  A good, obedient trainer Dan is a popular player with a pleasant personality.  Stick with it, Dan, and I’m sure you’ll make it.

CHRIS O’REILLY:  It is hard to adequately describe this players value to this team.  With an incredible work rate which makes you think there is five of him out on the field, Chris is an astonishingly intelligent player.  His quick thinking and his equally quick reflexes are an asset in attack and defence.  Playing in the halfback position Chris cover defends like a Mitch Healey and his passing game is spot on.  Another player who has a big future ahead of him, Chris is a dedicated trainer and a gentleman.  Nice work, Chris.

PAUL SCOTLAND:  Paul came to us from rugby half way through last season and made a huge impact.  Now with more experience in league Paul has become an important cog in this team.  A tall strong runner he often breaks the defence and always looks to unload.  Paul also is a very busy defender running strongly with the ball this excellent player has the knack of knowing when to pass to supports or to go himself.  An easy going lad with an impish sense of humour, Paul also holds the record for eating the most oranges in one season.  Great season Paul.

LEIGH CAPEL:  A hard fast running back with a fiendish fend Leigh is a dedicated and talented player.  Playing out wide he is a fearsome figure and rarely fails to make ground.  Often when the team is in bad field position Leigh runs the ball up through the middle and relieves the pressure.  This season Leigh has scored some exciting tries and always defends safely.  His ball and all tackles often snuffs out promising back line movements.  Who could forget his grand final try which sealed the game for us.  Leigh could well be another Eric Grothe.  Great stuff Leigh.

RYAN CARR:  Mr Excitement himself, a young ET, or Reg Gasnier reborn.  Ryan is a great attacking player who brings the crowd to its feet each time he runs onto the ball.  Scoring some of the most brilliant tries this season Ryan seems to bob up in support whenever someone makes a break.  In defence Ryan gets to the ball carrier very quickly and stops the attack before it gets a roll on.  A deep thinking player, Ryan barely makes a mistake.  A boy who listens to instructions, and does his best to carry them out, Ryan is destined for a big future.  With his whole family, so proud of him, firmly behind him Ryan can’t fail.  

Yeah Ha Ryan!

BLAKE JAMES:  Very reliable and at times brilliant Blake has done a good job this season.  When Blake plays dummy half his passes are spot on and he is always there to pick up any loose balls.  When he plays out wide Blake is a brilliant and safe winger.  Blake’s greatest asset it his ability to slot into any position and do the job well.  A quiet, slightly built lad, his gutsy strong playing style belies his appearance.  Excellent, Blake.

NATHAN BULLOCK:  Nicknamed Ritto early in his career, Nathan could now perhaps be likened to Robbie Kearns considering how he has learned to offload.  This season Nathan has realised how big he is and is using his size and strength to great effect.  In one memorable try Ritto ran twenty five metres carrying four passengers.  In previous seasons Nathan was used as an impact player as he usually ran out of puff.  This season he often played a full game, showing great stamina, taking the ball up right to the final whistle.  Nathan had a great season and deserved the top award, having more than just a little to do with this years competition success.  Keep up the good work (stay away from the fridge) and you will go a long way Ritto.

LAURIE BARNES:  A quiet, slightly built lad, Laurie proved himself a wing specialist.  Always reliable Laurie cleaned up loose balls and kicks for the line in a competent manner.  Possessed of good speed Laurie always backed up the ball player and took the last pass safely.  It is not easy to come from a B side into an A side of this quality but Laurie has made a great fist of it and there’s more improvement to come I am sure.  Keep trying Laurie and you’ll make it.

UNDER 11A

COACH:

Brett May

MANAGER:

Col James

TRAINER:

Chris Hatch

TEAM:

Chris Bellizia, Kyle Blair, Blake Cashman, Brad Chandler,

Shane Chapman, James Chappellow, Mitchell Hatch, Matt Hunt, 

Chris Irwin, Matt James, Tyson Mangioni, Ryan May, Cameron Ring, Nathan Shaw, Ryan Sherwood, Ryan Smith, Brett Wright.

Thanks to the boys for an enjoyable season.  Even though we would have all liked more success on the field these boys never gave in and showed many of the qualities that can lead to a successful team.  Thanks to the parent for their support at the games, also thanks to my manager Col James, and to Chris Hatch for their great work with training and organising the team throughout the year.  Thanks also to Mark Chapman for helping out at our games early in the season.  Well done boys, I hope you all come back next year!

AWARD WINNERS

LIONS CLUB OF ENGADINE TROPHY

FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Christopher Irwin

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Brett Wright

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Shane Chapman

MOST IMPROVED:  James Chappelow

CHRIS BELLIZIA:  (Wing)  Chris played well in this position and tried hard all season.  Well done Chris.

KYLE BLAIR:  (Wing)  A very busy player and strong defender.  Good team player who never gives in.  Good work Kyle.

BLAKE CASHMAN:  (Wing)  A strong runner and good defender who plays above his size.  An enthusiastic team player, well done Blake.

BRAD CHANDLER:  (Forward)  Brad is always willing to do what’s best for the team.  Busy in attack and defence, a good team man.  Good work Brad.

SHANE CHAPMAN:  (2nd Receiver)  Shane has all the skills a good footballer needs.  Very strong runner, a busy defender and an excellent trainer.  Good season Shane.

JAMES CHAPPELLOW:  (Forward)  The longer the season went, the better James’ football became.  Very busy in both attack and defence and willing to learn.  Well done James.

MITCHELL HATCH:  (Centre)  Mitch is the type of player every team needs, a willing worker who never complains.  Well done Mitchell.

MATT HUNT:  (Forward)  Matt worked hard all season in both attack and defence and never stopped trying.  A good trainer, good work Matt.

CHRIS IRWIN:  (Forward)  A very tough competitor for his age, tireless in defence and strong in attack, a pleasure to coach.  Well done Chris.

MATT JAMES:  (Forward)  Matt has all the skills to worry any opposition, elusive runner and strong defender with a good kicking game.  Good work Matt.

TYSON MANGIONI:  (Forward)  Playing in his first season Tyson took to the game very quickly.  Busy player who defends well and runs strongly with good offloads.  Well done Tyson.

RYAN MAY:  (1st Receiver)  A strong team player who shows good discipline for his age.  A willing worker and good trainer with good skills.  Good work Ryan.

CAMERON RING:  (Forward)  When Cameron is on his game he has all the skills to succeed.  A strong runner and good defender; well done Cameron.

NATHAN SHAW:  (Forward)  Nathan was our dummy half and filled this role admirably.  Good team player and competitor who pulled off the best chase and tackle of the season.  Good work Nathan.

RTYAN SHERWOOD:  (Forward)  Ryan is a willing worker in both attack and defence who always supports his teammates.  Good season Ryan, keep it up!

RYAN SMITH:  (Centre)  An elusive runner and strong defender who loves his football.  A willing worker who is a good team player.  Great work Ryan.

BRETT WRIGHT:  (Forward)  A very strong runner who created plenty of headaches for our opponents.  Good defender with a strong work rate and easy to coach.  Good season Brett.

UNDER 12B - GRAND FINALISTS

COACH:

Trevor Bailey

MANAGER:

Rob Usov

SPONSOR:

Mocopan Coffee

TEAM:

Mitchell O’Reilly, Blake Marshall, Corie Payn, Blake Cole, 

Kurt Marsh, Tom Cotton, Jason Muntz, Nathan Kenaly, Peter Ellis,

Andrew Hyde, Mathew Gordon, Joel Manns, Daniel Brubaker,

Chris Nelson, Daniel Sayegh, Rhys Mowlam, James Forrest.

What a great season of footy from our boys.  We were beaten twice during the season by Bosco and again in the grand final by the same team.  For our team to make the grand final was special for all involved.  On the day, we didn’t get much of a chance to get into the game and the final result was a little disappointing.  But that’s footy and there is a lot more good years ahead for this team.  The boys are starting to get a little older now and they are really getting together as a team and this is showing on the field.  It really stood out in the semi final where we had a good win over Bosco after being down 18-5 in the second half.

We have a good big pack of forwards that are developing into a real good unit.  With a few ‘set plays’ next season, I’m sure our forwards can keep doing the job.  Our back line also are a very complete unit.  Strength, brains and pace are all a part of this lot and that’s what pleases me most as a coach.  Each and every player is involved in our ‘team’ outlook and again this is shown in our improvement and performance for this season.  Well done boys.

Thanks to Rob, our manager for this season.  Without his drive and dedication our team could not have improved so quickly.

Thanks to our sponsor, Mocopan Coffee, for the support throughout the whole season.  Thanks to our dads that helped out at training during the season.  All this involvement only helps our boys learn faster.  And last, but by no means least, thanks to all our parents for another great season.  This season was quite interrupted and I thank you all for your patience and contribution.

AWARD WINNERS

LANDERS NEWSAGENCY TROPHY FOR

BEST AND FAIREST:  Corie Payn

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Matthew Gordon

MOST IMPROVED:  Kurt Marsh

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Joel Manns

MITCHELL O’REILLY:  This was our first season at having a full back and Mitch did a good job for us.  His ball retrieval was good and without a lot of opportunity Mitch showed he runs the ball very well.  He seems like an ideal type of player for full back and with a little determination in defence will be an asset in any team.

BLAKE MARSHALL:  Blake played as a winger and impressed on many occasions during the season.  Some great copybook tackles saw our smallest player knock down some very big opponents, always a very pleasing sight for any coach.  Blake learns very fast and also did some smart things with the footy.

CORIE PAYN:  Corie had an outstanding year and was our best and fairest award winner.  With his input, Corie has really helped this team develop a team approach, and it showed in his own game.  At some stage the boys have to learn to make ‘on field’ decisions and Corie is learning fast.  I was very happy to see Corie tackling much lower toward the end of the season.

BLAKE COLE:  We use Blake as our utility player and Blake seems to take readily to any position that we play him.  Blake played at five eight for most of the season and scored some good tries.  Another small boy in our team Blake can really whack’em in the defence.  The best thing about this boy though, is that he enjoys any time on the field.

KURT MARSH:  Kurt played wing for us again this season and was our most improved award winner.  Kurt loves his footy and always seems to be in the right place at the right time.  This gives Kurt the opportunity to be very involved in most games he plays.  His defence is not copybook, but it certainly is effective.  Good season Kurtey.

TOM COTTON:  ( C)  Tom is learning his role as captain very well.  He is now starting to read the game and knows when that big tackle is needed or we need a strong runner with the ball.  It is not an easy thing to lead by example, especially when the chips are down, but Tom takes it in his stride and continues to impress in all aspects of the game.

JASON MUNTZ:  Jason has been our half back for the last five seasons and when he broke his arm early in the season the team really missed the value of this boy’s play.  After he repaired, he came back to play a big part in our last two games of the season.  Jason rarely makes a mistake and is very much one of our best ‘team’ players.

NATHAN KENALY:  A much better season from Nathan saw him gain a lot more time on the field.  With better concentration, Natt found himself more involved in the games.  A strong runner and a more thank capable tackler; Natt just needs to keep up the concentration level to make even more chances for himself.

ANDREW HYDE:  Andrew is our hooker/dummy half and I think is a natural at the position.  I also think he will benefit very much next season when the dummy half rule changes.  Andrew shows amazing strength in both defence and attack, but his low tackling is his best feature.

MATHEW GORDON:  This was Matt’s first season of league and what a year.  He showed his devastating running ability very early and scored the most tries for our side this year.  I was very impressed with the way Mathew improved his tackling technique and work rate throughout the year.  Look out for this player in the coming years for he certainly turns heads.

JOEL MANNS:  Off the field Joel is the nicest of boys, but on the field he is fast becoming the ‘enforcer’ of our team.  Strong, driving tackles often do their damage to the opposition in more ways than one.  His strong running is also a feature and when he starts to unload the ball, will be a handful for any opposition.  Joel is also an excellent trainer and I think this is paying off.

DANIEL BRUBAKER:  Daniel again showed us what a valuable player he is in our team.  A good runner with the footy and a high work rate in defence, Daniel just needs a bit more work on his concentration to again be a force on the field.

CHRIS NELSON:  Chris is one half of a very large front row and improved again this season with his technique and work rate.  A big boy for our age group, Chris also enjoys the game as much as anyone does.  Again, his strong running led our side forward, and I especially liked the way Chris’s work rate improved throughout the year.

DANIEL SAYEGH:  The second half of our large front row, Daniel had another fine season, getting better with every game.  Daniel still qualifies for the age group below ours, but has chosen to play in our team for the past four years.  This to me, makes his performances that much better.  Also a very polite and quiet type, Daniel has always been a pleasure to have around and I was very sad when he told me he could not be with us next season.  Good luck wherever you play Dan, you mean a lot to us all.

RHYS MOWLAM:  Rhys was our most improved player last season and began this season where he had left off.  A broken bone in his foot early in the year saw Rhys miss the rest of the season.  It was most pleasing as a coach to see Rhys at training and all our games toward the end of the season.  Good team stuff Rhys and I hope to see you playing again soon.

PETER ELLIS:  Peter again showed us the value of having pace out wide.  As our outside centre Peter had another fine season scoring many tries.  With Corie, the combination seems to be working well, for Pete is also a smart type with the footy.  I like the way Pete approaches his defence.  He works very hard at this part of his game and sets a good example for the rest of his teammates.

JAMES FORREST:  This too was James’ first season of league.  A tall strong looking athlete, James moved through the season nicely.  Not as fast to adjust to our game as Matt, James still showed us that he has plenty to offer our team.  His strong tackling became a feature toward the end of the season and when he learns his role in attack will be even more of an asset.

UNDER 13A

COACH:

Adam Lynch

TRAINER:

Brett Headley

MANAGER:

Bill Kemp

Water Technician:
Al Rae

SPONSOR:

Hess Air

TEAM:

Ryan Laker, Matthew Attlee, Bryce Purcell, Jason Radford, 

Cameron Currey, Tim Felton, Tim Rose, Matt Counsel, 

Logan Brownhill, Matthew McKenzie, Daniel O’Reilly, 

Scott Nancarrow, Brett Bullock, Chris Isaac, Dylan Reddy, 

Jamie Tepuke, Caleb Brown, Mischa Iyaloo, Peter Wackwitz.

Firstly I would like to thank the boys on what was another enjoyable season.  Before the start of the season we weren't sure if we would even have a side but with the addition of six new kids we had a whole new look for ’98.

With most of the boys not even knowing each other’s name we took a bit of time to get used to each other, myself included.

As the season rolled on the boys played some entertaining football, including an exceptional game against Yarrawarrah where the boys showed just how much they’ve improved over the last couple of years by getting stung on the bell by a try.

Our main problem this season was consistency, one week playing with great commitment and enthusiasm, and a week later not putting it together at all.  I know all the boys have the potential and talent to be a top class side but it all begins at training.

We have to put in at training whether we are tackling the bags or doing sprints, and I’m sure the results will come in the future.

Unfortunately due to more rainy nights than training nights, we were restricted with our preparation toward the end of the season, but overall I think we still had a very successful year.

To Buggo, I would especially like to thank him for all his effort towards the side with training, games and also looking after all our injuries.  Also to our water technician, Al for his non stop fluids all year round.  Once again to Bill Kemp, thankyou for your behind the scenes effort and all our game day paperwork and organisation, making mine and Buggo’s job a lot easier.

To all the parents and supporters I thank you for your patience with all the rain interruptions during the season, and ongoing support over the past four years, with the washing of jumpers, running the line and organising the drinks week in week out.

Finally to the boys, over the past four years you have made me very proud to be associated with you and I look forward to watching your football progress in years to come, and one day a premiership I’m sure.  Thanks.












Lynchy

AWARD WINNERS

BEST AND FAIREST:  Daniel O’Reilly

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Jamie Tepuke

MOST IMPROVED:  Matthew McKenzie

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Matthew Attlee

RYAN LAKER:  (Centre/Second Row)  Razza had another solid season.  A solid ball runner with enormous strength, Ryan is also effective in defence.  Whether in the locks or forwards he never shirked his duties.  Well done Razza.

MATTHEW ATTLEE:  (Wing/Fullback)  Matt was a newcomer to us this season from the Tigers and what a find he was.  Matt was the speedster of the side and as the season went on he only got better.  Matt is an aggressive defender and safe under pressure, always trains hard and is willing to learn.  He was our most improved for ’98.  Great year Matt.

BRYCE PURCELL:  (Hooker/Half)  Bryce had a much improved season in ’98.  A positional change to halfback saw him produce some terrific skills.  With more concentration at training and a bit more confidence in his talents he will be a player of the future.  Top effort Bryce.

JASON RADFORD:  (Second Row)  Jason had his first year in Dragon colours and what we hope was an enjoyable first up year.  Jason improved as his confidence grew and by seasons end turned into a good defensive forward.  With a little more park time who knows what next year holds.  Well done Jason.

CAMERON CURREY:  (Second Row/Wing)  Cameron was also in his first season with us after leaving old enemies Bosco, and had a great first year.  Cameron is a big strong kid with loads of talent and is versatile as he switched from the forwards to the back quite often.  Cameron loves his football and is always keen at training, by seasons end Cam was an intercept king.  Congratulations on a good year Cam.

TIM FELTON:  (Wing)  Tim had another solid season on the wing.  His involvement continues to improve every week and he is very elusive with the ball.  Tim in defence is very safe and always willing to roll his sleeves up for the team.  Well done Tim.

TIM ROSE:  (Second Row/Wing)  Terrible Tim had his best season so far with a change of attitude towards training and games.  Tim really proved himself as a forward with some strong running and tigerish defence.  Tim just one thing, give up the pears before training.  Well done Tim.

MATT COUNSEL:  (Centre)  Matt came to us from the Roosters and soon became an integral part of our side.  Attack and defence came easily to Matt, he quickly showed us he can play the game.  Matt’s talk on the field really lifts everyone around him.  Although wearing number eleven because of our jumper sizes, you could often mistake him for a second rower.  Congratulations on a terrific year.

LOGAN BROWNHILL:  (Centre)  Logan for his first year at club football was a natural.  He is fearless in defence often bringing boys twice his size to the ground.  In attach he’s a real handful for the opposition and was unlucky not to score a few more tries.  Great first up year, one to watch.

MATTHEW McKENZIE:  (Hooker)  Maca loves his football and is a real character of the side, tops the tackle count every week and plays the game very hard.  With a little more concentration at training I know he will become a terrific player.  Just stay away from the Sega.  Well done Beans.

DANIEL O’REILLY:  (Five Eight/Captain)  Daniel is a pleasure to coach and a more than worthy recipient of the best and fairest award.  There isn’t much Danny can’t do on a football field, this was rewarded with his selection in the U13 Cronulla development squad.  We look forward to you progress as I’m sure the future will be bright.  Thanks for all your efforts Danny.

SCOTT NANCARROW:  (Lock/Half)  Scott is a naturally gifted footballer who is in everything, never stops trying and never gives up.  He started the year as lock but as the year went on we moved him back to half where he excelled.  Roberts is a dominant part of our side and a pleasure to coach.  Another huge year.

BRETT BULLOCK:  (Front Row)  Brett had a much improved season due to his dedication at training.  He always gives 110% in whatever we’re doing.  His defence really muscled up this year which brought huge smiles to his and our faces several times throughout the year.  Brett is starting to realise his ability and with more games will only get better.  Well done Bert.

CHRIS ISAAC:  (Second Row)  Chris is the hard man of the side.  His defence was stinging and his ball running is fearless.  His gung-ho approach to his footy was rewarded with his selection in the u13 Cronulla development side.  If Chris can put his mind on the job and train hard, he could be anything.  Thanks Boofhead for your efforts.

DYLAN REDDY:  (Half/Centre/Hooker)  Dylan is a natural talent at rugby league.  With great hands and an amazing weaving attack, Dylan is a nightmare for many teams.  His defence is never above the knees and being so versatile he is a key member of our squad.  A pleasure to coach and an exceptional talent.  Good stuff Dylan.

JAMIE TEPUKE:  (Front Row)  Bull as he was eventually known, had an outstanding debut year for the Dragons.  He tore the middle of the ruck apart with his barnstorming running, and in defence never took a backward step.  Loves the rough stuff, Jamie has huge potential and could become an awesome footballer if he applies himself to training a bit more and realises his ability.  Great year Bull.

CALEB BROWN:  (Lock)  Caleb was another new boy to our ranks but took little time to stamp his mark as a tough young forward.  His nickname is Dog and I can see why, he’s into everything, trains hard and listens well, and I have no doubt Caleb will be an invaluable part of our new look side.  Hope to see you run around a dragon next year.  Top year Dog.

MISCHA IYALOO:  (Fullback)  Mischa continued his progression as our number one fullback and had a top year.  He proved to be a safe last line of defence and his ability to bring the ball back was excellent.  He has a great step which always sees him beat the first defender.  Well done Mischy.

PETER WACKWITZ:  (Front Row)  Pete had another strong year with us.  Although his training was limited, on the field he produced some great football.  Big, strong and hard to contain, Pete has got to believe in his own ability and potential.  Hope to see you stampede some opponents in the years to come.  Good work Wacka.

UNDER 14’s

COACH:

Rob Howard

ASST COACH:
Andrew Perry

MANAGER:

Mick Kelso

SPONSOR:

Crossley Coaches

TEAM:
James Mollard, Brendan Smith, Rodney Woodruff, Russell Johnston, Ryan Lupton, Ryan Laws, Josh Rose, Joel Cheeseman, Chris Hayward, Byron Ward, Chris Roberts, Brett Poole, Sean Hall,

Brent Monaghan, Brad Wood, Brett Anderson, Brendon Horsnell,

Danial Kelso, John Clarke.

This side knew it was going to be a tough season coming up against a number of very good ‘A’ grade teams, but to their credit and that of their coaching staff, they performed a t a very creditable level.












Mick Kelso
AWARD WINNERS

MICHAEL BOUGHTON MEMORIAL TROPHY FOR

BEST AND FAIREST:  Rodney Woodruff

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  James Mollard

MOST IMPROVED:  Ryan Laws

ENCOURAGEMENT:  Brad Wood

JAMES MOLLARD:  Captain of the team and was an inspiration at five eight.  James had a complete all round game and had the ability to read a game and sight where the ball should go.  Will go on to greater heights in this game.

BRENDAN SMITH:  Brendan shared the hooking spot with Danial and did a great job.  He put his body on the line every game in an attempt to tackle around the legs.  He got bashed around a bit, but has got plenty of ticker.

RODNEY WOODRUFF:  An exceptional year’s football from an exceptional player.  Followed on from last years effort in winning the best and fairest to again take the trophy in a close tussle from James.  Rocket showed his versatility by playing front row at the start of the season and then moving out into the centres.  Tough as nails and sure to be one of the Dragons’ greats.

RUSSELL JOHNSTON:  Plagued with a few injuries, Russell always put in 100% every time he ran onto the field.  Started off in the centres and found his way into the pack.  Solid performer.

RYAN LUPTON:  Luppo had a devastating start to the season by suffering a serious shoulder injury during training prior to the comp starting.  When he got back onto the paddock, he played well above his weight and never took a backward step.

RYAN LAWS:  After having a season off and then enduring some early season inspirational coaching and discussions, Lawsie was our most improved player for the season.  Tackled well, had a go at everything and had a season to remember.  Well done Ryan.

JOSH ROSE:  One of our flying backs who played well above his weight.  Loves to run the ball and get involved in the game.  Turned out to be our leading goal kicker who had a great style – a la Rogers.

JOEL CHEESEMAN:  One of our go forward men who was always willing to put his hand up to do the hard yards.  Cheesy stood tall up front and had a great year.  It’s great to see a young man smiling all the time.  Keep it up Cheesy.

CHRIS HAYWARD:  Chris was another of our flying backline who played wing, fullback and sometimes hooker.  There was not much meat around his bones, but plenty around his heart.  Showed plenty of ticker and would have a go at anything.

BYRON WARD:  Tough man up front who never took a backward step.  Plays the game hard and would always be there to take the ball up.  Wardie has good speed for a front rower and combined with his rock like defence has a good all round game.

CHRIS ROBERTS:  After starting the season in the centres, Chris slotted into the half back position and did a very commendable job.  Has speed to burn and a very good kicking game.

BRETT POOLE:  Poolie was our fullback who had a great year.  Safe as a bank under the high balls and his defence was solid.  Sustained a number of injuries during the year but he just kept bouncing back.  There was always an ambulance handy.

BRENT MONAGHAN:  Monty was having his first year in league after kicking the round ball for a few years.  He quickly displayed some flair to our game and after having this season under his belt; we are looking forward to next year when he straps on the boots to see the results.  Well done Monty.

BRAD WOOD:  First year with the Dragons and was a very valuable acquisition to the side.  Played the year in the back row of the scrum and had a fine season.  Has a good all round game and would put his hand up to play even when he was crook as a dog.

BRETT ANDERSON:  Ando was another in his first year with our club who proved a great gain.  With his great speed and solid defence out in the centres, Ando was able to hold his head up with some fine performances.

BRENDON HORSNELL:  This guy has the ability to go on to great heights in the game.  His charging runs up the centre of the ruck created havoc amongst the opposition and combined with rock like defence; Brendon enjoyed a great year.

DANIAL KELSO:  Started at half and ended up hooker.  Danial gave good service from the play the ball to his support runners and did his job in defence around the ruck.  DJ will never forget the goal he kicked from the sideline against Bosco.

SEAN HALL:  We were all looking forward to Sean playing in our team, but fate was to fall upon us with Sean succumbing to a bad back injury which forced him out of the game for the year.  We all know what a devastating player he is and look forward to seeing him next year injury free.

JOHN CLARKE:  This guy is the teams Clubman Of The Year.  Johnno badly broke his leg just prior to the season starting, putting him out of action for the year.  But crutches never stopped him, Johnno came to every game, gladly carrying the dirt, water or whatever needed to be done.  John, you are a credit to yourself, you parents and our team.

ROB HOWARD:  (Coach)  Rob had the job of moulding this group of young men into a football team that was coming up from the B’s to play against some of the best football sides in the Shire.  As the season progressed, Rob’s coaching skills shone out with the side recording some gutsy wins.

ANDREW PERRY:  (Assistant Coach)  Andrew had the task of getting the boys fit and he certainly did a great job.  Worked in well with Rob and the two are to be commended for the effort they both put in.

UNDER 15

COACH:

George Crawford

MANAGER:

Graham Thurkettle

TRAINER:

Gary Pintatara

BALL BOY:

Shane Chapman

SPONSOR:

Pizza Haven

TEAM:

Clint Allen, Adam Beehag, Evan Brunton, Daniel Campan, 

Matt Chapman, Paul Cotton, Ben Counsel, Ben Craig, Ben Ford, Gawain Gibbons, Keiran Glozier, Michael Holmes, Blake Jennings, Geoff Mason, Ryan McKernan, Nathan Stewart, Nathan Watkins, Scott Waudby, Ryan Woodward.

Congratulations to all players on a well performed, creditable first season with a new coach, manager and trainer.  We set out to win games, enjoy our football and improve our team performance.  I believe we achieve these goals.

However you guys have the ability to go much further, your attitude to training and fitness as a team must improve voluntarily to realise your potential.  If I am to enjoy another season with you guys I can assure you the improvement will continue.

On behalf of the players and team management congratulations to our award winners.  To our captain Paul Cotton thank you for your unselfish, inspirational, quiet way you went about the added responsibility of being Captain.  Indicates a  great club player of the future.  To our manager Graham Thurkettle, thank you for a season made easy working with ‘the best’.  To our trainer Gary Pintatara thanks for your assistance during the season.  To Rod Waudby our video cameraman thanks for your valuable contribution.  To our sponsor Pizza Haven thank you.  To all parents, friends of players and supporters, thank you for your encouragement, interest and support throughout the season.

AWARD WINNERS

ENGADINE DRAGONS J.R.L.F.C. TROPHY

FOR BEST AND FAIREST:  Matthew Chapman

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Clint Allen

COACH’S AWARD:  Geoff Mason

MANAGER’S AWARD:  Ryan Woodward

CLINT ALLEN:  Fullback/Winger.  It took us a while to play Clint at fullback, however it wouldn’t matter what position Clint played he gives 100%.  Quiet, good trainer, good player, good team guy.

ADAM BEEHAG:  Centre/Fullback.  I don’t believe we saw the best of Adam this season, his reputation as a dominant point scorer for Engadine Dragons saw him heavily marked in all games, allowing him very little latitude.  I’m sure he will adjust his game and continue the 'Beehag Tradition’.

EVAN BRUNTON:  Front Row/Second Row Forward.  Evan started slowly and continued a steady improvement all season, playing great football at seasons end.  A valuable goal kicker, good trainer, good team guy.

DANIEL CAMPAN:  Front Row/Second Row Forward.  Daniel unfortunately missed the early part of the season due to injury.  It was great to have him return to the playing field, build up his confidence with strong ball carrying runs and good defence.  Perhaps a bit more work on fitness between games.  Another good team player.

MATTHEW CHAPMAN:  Hooker/Halfback.  Well Matt can do it all!  He can run the ball, set up support players, tackle low or high, whatever is needed on the particular player with the ball.  Query referee’s decisions.  He is just a great competitor.  I know he had a great season, however the best is yet to come.

PAUL COTTON:  Captain/Halfback/Five Eight/Lock.  I have nothing but admiration for the unselfish way Paul played his football and helped me with some awkward decisions during the season.  A ‘no frills’, no nonsense player, runs hard, tackles hard, can give it and take it, a good sportsman.  Another player who will just get better.

BEN COUNSEL:  Winger.  Ben is a great winger.  I’m sure he can play in any other positions, however this season the opportunity just didn’t arise.  Ben scored some good tries, a very technically correct one on one defender, good trainer, could get physically stronger, good team player.

BEN CRAIG: Front Row/Second Row Forward.  Ben’s season was interrupted with injury and then just as his confidence was returning the injury re-occurred.  We missed his contribution greatly.  Ben has enormous potential as a rugby league footballer, size, ability, speed, can score tries, good defender.  Work on those strengthening exercises, however don’t consider coming back before everything is okay.

BEN FORD:  Hooker/Forward.  Ben our hooker, a great guy to have in the middle, takes backward steps from no one.  A great head-on defender, his dummy half work improved all season, an ankle injury restricted his running.  Let’s see you next season fit and healthy.

GAWAIN GIBBONS:  Centre/Five Eight/Lock.  Gawain’s season didn’t seem to get a consistent roll on, being interrupted with niggling injuries.  I have no doubt Gawain has heaps of ability and will improve further with week to week football.  Perhaps some gym work for strength and development.  A dangerous attacking player, good defender, good team guy.

KEIRAN GLOZIER:  Second Row Forward.  Keiran is a clever player, has good hands and good ball skills.  Keiran needs to get fitter, train harder, do a bit more fitness work away from formal training and allow his football skills to be used more by his team mates.  You can do it Keiran; it’s a matter of attitude.  A good defender, good team guy.

MICHAEL HOLMES:  Halfback/Winger/Hooker.  Michael another new player at our club and great guy to have around.  Enthusiastic in all facets of the game.  Played in many different positions, always playing very well.  Good hands and ball skills, perhaps a bit of work on defence technique, good trainer, good team player.

BLAKE JENNINGS:  Forward.  Blake, due to education commitments, was only able to make a couple of guest appearances with us.  Unfortunately it was our loss and Scott’s gain.  A great young guy, good player, super fit, enthusiastic, all the best in the future.

GEOFF MASON:  Front Row Forward.  Geoff having his first season with the Dragons had a great season.  A big, strong, fit, hard running forward, scored plenty of important tries in hard games.  Geoff has a promising future in rugby league.  Still has a bit of work on his technique to do here and there, but being a good trainer and listener, this should be no problem.

RYAN McKERNAN:  Centre/Winger.  Ryan is a gifted well balanced athlete and very quick.  Scored some great tries with brilliant speed.  A quiet guy, very casual, who can only get better.  Perhaps some off season gym work could assist upper body strength and confidence.  A good team player and good defender.

NATHAN STEWART:  Forward.  Nathan played in the trials and aggravated a back injury, taking medical advice not to play this season.  However I would like to thank Nathan for attending all our games, assisting our trainer, running the water and helping out in pre match preparations.  A good team guy and great to have around.  Many thanks Nathan.

NATHAN WATKINS:  Forward Prop/Second Row.  Mu has ability.  Not blessed with blistering speed or a great liking for hard training.  Nathan I would like to see you have one ‘fair dinkum’ season, you have good ball skills, can unload a good pass in traffic, can tackle, can play tough.  Mu forget about being the team entertainer, get fit and help your team mates make the final four and anything could happen.  A good team guy and good player.

SCOTT WAUDBY:  Five Eight/Lock.  Scott is another very talented footballer, fit, strong, good hands, good defender, has ability to score tries.  I haven’t quite found the key to Scott yet, nor am I convinced what is his best position, however we will.  I would like to see Scott take a few more risks with the ball, if you ‘think it’ – ‘do it’, you have plenty of ability.  Good trainer, good team player.

RYAN WOODWARD:  Lock/Second Row Forward.  ‘Mr. Consistency’ sets himself a high standard of football and plays at that level almost every game.  A good athlete, very fit, very mobile, good ball runner and seems to enjoy tackling.  I would like to see Ryan trying to run at the gaps more or getting outside his man and unloading to support players.  Perhaps a bit of gym work, general strength and upper body, shoulders and arms.  A good team player.  

SHANE CHAPMAN:  A great ball boy.  Never lost a ball all season, knows all the tricks of this important job.  A good young guy to have around.

UNDER 16 - MINOR PREMIERS & PREMIERS

COACH:

Larry Warner

MANAGER:

John Skevington

TRAINERS:

Ian Bilsborough




Mike Darlington

SPONSOR:

BWB Fabrications

TEAM:

Justin Brubaker, Tod Skevington, Trent Newton, Tim Aherns, 

Mitch Darlington, Phil Neeves, Dane Hunt, Dane Ward, David Croft, Nathan Bilsborough, Michael Feening, Jeremy Thomson, 

David Kempston, Corey Pearson, Shane Hanby, Jeremy Cadzow, 

Ryan Smith, Ryan Mayne, Ryan Stuart, Brad Streeting.

This year this team fulfilled the potential I always believed they had.  To lose a grand final one year then come back with the desire and commitment that these guys have shown was an outstanding effort.  To be Minor Premiers by 12 points and go on and win the grand final against Gymea 24 to 2 showed the dominance we had over our competition this year.

To the players that joined us this season thank you for bringing a new dimension to this team and to the nucleus of the team from which this championship has been built over the last couple of seasons, thank you for your commitment and confidence in what I as coach have been trying to develop and bring to this team.

I would like to thank some very special people who give up a lot of their time and time away from their families to help our team win this premiership, Skevo for taking the title from Harps as manager of the year, to Ian who not only puts up with me as a coach but also as my club Secretary, and Mike for allowing to run you into the ground week after week with the amount of messages I give, thankyou all for your totally committed support.

In closing I would like to pay a special thanks to our supporters who week in and week out proudly and positively support this team in a manner in which I believe all supporters should follow.

AWARD WINNERS

MALCOLM ROSS TROPHY FOR

BEST AND FAIREST:  Brad Streeting

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Dane Hunt

COACH’S AWARD:  Tim Aherns

MANAGER’S AWARD:  Ryan Stuart

JUSTIN BRUBAKER:  Second Row.  A tough competitor who knows how to hit and run the ball hard.  Justin suffered a shoulder injury mid season that kept him out for many games, but was able to return when it mattered.  His games in the semi final and grand final were first class.  Well done Justin.

TOD SKEVINGTON:  Centre.  One of the safest backs in the competition.  Good defence and pace made Tod a player to be reckoned with.  His ability led to the scoring of many good tries.  A very determined and committed player who hated to lose, which unfortunately for the opposition didn’t happen too often.  Well done Tod.

TRENT NEWTON:  Wing.  What can you say about ‘Noisy’!  Although Trent may not be the fastest winger in town, not too many tries were scored down his side.  Always reliable in attack and defence, Trent backed up his play with some good goal kicking.  Well done Trent.

TIM AHERNS: Centre.  Tim strolled down to Anzac this year looking for a game of footy.  Thanks Tim, (tough luck Como)your efforts this year in a new team were a real eye opener.  A strong running, hard tackling centre, Tim proved to be a handful for all opposing backlines as his natural aggression and ‘no prisoners’ attitude made him an outstanding success.  Although Tim and the whistle blowers had a few battles early on, to Tim’s credit, he bit his tongue in the latter part of the season and his game improved immensely.  Well done Tim and congratulations on you award.

MITCH DARLINGTON:  Front Row/Second Row.  What a shame Mitch couldn’t play the whole season.  Filling in on a number of occasions, Mitch played his best football for a long time.  His hard running and strong defence were a feature of his game, and his efforts were appreciated by all.  Thanks for helping out Mitch.

PHIL NEEVES:  What started as a most promising season ended for Phil when he suffered a bad injury when filling in for the U17’s.  Hopefully he will recover from the injury and play again next year.  Good luck Phil.

DANE HUNT:  Second Row/Centre, Captain.  Dane as captain led by example every time he took the field.  Played mostly in the second row but was moved into the centres to negate the opposition attack.  Dane is the complete footballer, with punishing defence and the ability to bust the oppositions line every time he handles the ball.  Congratulations Dane on your award, and for a great season.

DANE WARD:  Wing.  ‘Rowdy’ had a fine year.  His defence was first class and his finishing play enabled the team to score some class tries.  There might be quicker wingers around but none as complete as Dane.  Thankyou for a very good season.

DAVID CROFT:  Hooker.  ‘Bearers’ is the toughest player pound for pound in any age group in the competition.  A great hooker/dummy half who organised the plays, gained many metres with his darts from the play the ball, and dropped the opposition with some great defence.  Congratulations Crofty on a job well done.

NATHAN BILSBOROUGH:  Fullback.  Bils was a huge bonus for the team this year as his improvement in all aspects of his play was great to see.  His talk at the back, kick returns, and defence were first class.  His game in the semi final was the best display seen by a fullback in a long time.  Great season Bils.

MICHAEL FEENING:  Lock.  Michael was always looking for work around the scrum base and made some great darting runs up the middle.  His straight running style set up a lot of the moves that followed in the backs.

JEREMY THOMPSON:  Second Row/Front Row.  Although Jeremy missed a few of the earlier games of the season, he didn’t take long to show what ability he had, much to the opposition’ regret.  A highly motivated and skilled player in both attack and defence.

DAVID KEMPSTON:  Wing/Second Row.  David was a player who clearly enjoyed his game of football and was always eager and ready to take the ball up from the line to help out the forwards.  His strong running made it difficult for the opponent’s defence.

COREY PEARSON:  Second Row.  One of our much valued forwards who didn’t take a step backwards in any game.  Corey would hit the ball up hard in attack.  He also appeared to enjoy ‘burying’ the ball carrier in some fine ball and all tackles.

SHANE HANBY:  Second Row.  Shane didn’t let size get in the way of some hard, straight bursting runs with the ball and could always be relied upon to put his hand up when the hard work was on.  A top effort in a new team.

JEREMY CADZOW:  Hooker/Lock.  While we had no shortage of players for Jeremy’s position, he showed he was a worthy player in the side.  Much of the play centered on what was happening around the rucks and Jeremy provided many of the outside opportunities with his ball work.

RYAN SMITH:  Half Back/Hooker.  Some new faces in the team put some pressure on Ryan and he responded as expected.  His play this season was his best since joining the Dragons.  Either at hooker or half back, small in stature but big in heart, Ryan was a constant thorn in our opponents eyes and a constant enthusiast for his team mates.

RYAN MAYNE:  Five Eight/Centre.  Have-A-Chat really stood up this year, his attack and defence were always spot on wherever he played.  Sometimes tried to do too much on his own, but generally played a good team game and was a real spark in attack.

RYAN STUART:  Prop.  Last season ‘Joists’ played centre and had a fair season, this year Ryan took to the front row like a seasoned veteran.  His no nonsense, non stop attack and defence contributed to an outstanding season as he led from the front in every game.  Great season Ryan!  Congratulations on your award.

BRAD STREETING:  Half Back/Five Eight.  Another new face in the team this year, and what a season.  Outstanding in attack and tireless in defence, Brad displayed all the skills all the time, reading play, directing traffic and generally driving opposing sides crazy as they tried to contain him.  A super season Streeto, and we look forward to next season to see you do it all again.  Congratulations on your award, you earned it.

UNDER 17 - PREMIERS

COACH:

Ken Stewart

MANAGER:

Ian Marsh

SPONSOR:

Garvey’s Piano Removals

TEAM:
Tim Lloyd, Matt Crowley, Matt Grant, Andy Johnston, Mark Stewart, Wade Walsh, Brett Smith, Mitch Brunton, Adam Garvey, Denis Marsh, Nathan Harris, Justin Thorburn, Mitch Stuart, Jason O’Reilly, Derek Gray, Nathan Panucci, Lee Bailey.

I will put this year down as a very trying year as far as coaching goes.  I knew if we could field a side each week we would eventually show the players ability, and make it to the games that counted at the end.

For many of the players the thought of winning or competing in a grand final was only a remote chance at the start of the year, but each week that goal became a reality.  With only seventeen players we found it tough, but with no injuries in the semi final we showed what ability these guys have by winning the BIG ONE.

With these guys we took the approach that they should be told their strengths and weaknesses which we hope helped in the teams overall results.

On a lighter side we have many characters in the side which adds to the pleasure of being involved with such a great bunch of guys.  With so many distractions such as women, cars, grog etc, we were never short of a story at training or before the game.  One day that I will never forget is walking into the dressing rooms at Menai and seeing Smithy sitting on the dunny with the door open, talking to the guys.  Only Smithy had the class to do this.  

Finally to Ian Marsh, Peter O’Reilly and all the parents, thanks for a memorable year and thanks to Mary and John Garvey from Garvey’s Piano Removals, for their continued support.













Ken

AWARD WINNERS

BEST AND FAIREST:  Brett Smith

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Mark Stewart

COACH'S AWARD:  Matt Grant

MANAGER'S AWARD:  Derek Gray

TIM LLOYD:  Fullback.  New to the team this year, he quickly established himself as a quick and reliable fullback with good attacking skills.  Always there to clean up opposition line breaks, his kick returns were also a feature of his game.

MATT CROWLEY:  Wing.  Another new player to the team this year and showed himself to probably be the fastest player in the competition.  Made the most of some limited opportunities this year and scored some exciting tries.

MATT GRANT:  Wing/Centre.  As a new player to the club, Matt started the season slowly but just got better and better with every game.  As he got to know the other guys and grew in confidence, he put in some great displays and was definitely our most improved player.

ANDY JOHNSTON:  Centre.  Continues to get better and stronger each year.  Andy put in some solid performances both at centre and occasionally at fullback.  His toughness and experience were just what we needed in the big end of season games.

MARK STEWART:  Centre/Five Eight.  Mark was our Captain and leader throughout the season.  He put in top line performances week after week, led by example and capped the year off with a Man of the Match display in the grand final.  Mark has a big future in the game and we wish him every success.

WADE WALSH:  Five Eight.  When Wade came to the club this year he strengthened what was already a very good backline.  His strong defence and elusive running created numerous opportunities for our outside backs and he showed great leadership qualities and fight when things were not going our way.

BRETT SMITH:  Halfback.  Brett had not played in the side for a couple of seasons but quickly slotted back in like he had never left.  For probably the smallest player in the competition his work rate in both attack and defence was outstanding every week.  Often played himself to the point of collapse.

MITCH BRUNTON:  Wing/Hooker.  Made the most of his limited opportunities this season showing great reliability when thrown into numerous positions at various times of the game.  Although not one of the star players, he would never let us down and was an important part of the team.

ADAM GARVEY:  Lock.  Adam’s strong running and outstanding defence were the feature of his game every week.  Some of the things he did each game probably went a little unnoticed because it was just expected of him.  Capped off the season with very strong games in the finals series.

DENIS MARSH:  Second Row.  When he put his mind to it Denis was one of the strongest running forwards in the team.  In pressure games he often got us going forward again when we had lost our way a little.  He continues to improve with every season and has a bright future.

NATHAN HARRIS:  Second Row.  Nathan was one of those players who just did the job week in and week out.  His crunching defence was a feature of his game and he often stopped the opposition dead in their tracks when they were looking very dangerous.  He did all the good things that second rowers are supposed to do with a high work rate.

JUSTIN THORBURN:  Front Row.  Has been an important part of the team for many seasons now.  When he put his mind to it, Justin was a very strong attacking and defensive forward who used his size and mobility to great advantage.  His easygoing, pleasant nature made him a pleasure to coach.

MITCH STUART:  Front Row.  Mitch was one of our most experienced players who led from the front every week.  He was very strong in both attack and defence and his defence in particular was outstanding.  His cutting low defensive style often stopped the opposition forward charges dead in their tracks.

JASON O’REILLY:  Hooker.  Jack was our ever reliable hooker who played every game with his typical enthusiasm and high work rate.  Chucked into hooker basically because we didn’t have one, he made the position his own with some great displays during the season.  Often made good yards from dummy half when they were really needed.

DEREK GRAY:  Front Row.  When he joined the side this year he was just what we were looking for up front.  His size and mobility made him a handful for opposition defences and his workrate was very high.  He never takes a backward step and his performances in the big end of season games were outstanding.

NATHAN PANUCCI:  Second Row.  Played many positions during the year and was very reliable.  He showed plenty of toughness in difficult situations and could be relied upon to give it his all no matter where or when he was thrown into the game.

LEE BAILEY:  Wing.  Didn’t get a lot of opportunities during the season but showed potential.  Always tried very hard and with some more experience could develop into a good footballer.  Just a little green but there was never any doubt about ‘ticker’.

UNDER 19 - MINOR PREMIERS & PREMIERS

COACH:

Mark Watchorn

MANAGER:

Neville Croft

TRAINER:

Joel Levin

STRAPPERS:
Mike Darlington

Ian Bilsborough

Andrew Darlington

BALLBOYS:

Chris Crisafulli

Anthony Crisafulli

SPONSORS:

Laidler & Partners, Kevin R Sheather Electrical, 

Stapleton Meats, Fuller & Ross Automotives.

TEAM:
Kris Schofield, Lincoln Hunt, Lee Wilson, Luke Forbes,

Jason Beare, Aaron Palmer, Daniel Chapman, James Beehag,

Shannon Robinson, Shane Newton, Trent Croft, Nathan Rose,

Mark McKernan, Bradley Johnston, Daniel Brander, Brendon Luck,

Scott Laker, Jamie Lupton.

First of all I would like to congratulate all of the players involved for making this past season a successful one.  You all made a commitment after last year’s grand final to come back and go one better and you should all be very proud of yourselves.  To go through a C Grade competition and only lose one game is a major achievement.  All the players should be commended for keeping their intensity and commitment intact, especially toward the end of the season when we were training three to four times a week and not playing any games due to wet weather, forfeits and a bye.  But in the end it all paid off, well done.

Secondly I would also like to thank Joel Levin, Neville Croft, Andrew Darlington, Mike Darlington and Ian Bilsborough.  The huge effort that these people have put in over the last three years is a major reason why this side had stuck together and finally won a premiership.  Special thanks must also go to our sponsors – Ian Marsh from Laidler & Partners who always stick with the C Grade, Craig Airey from Kevin R Sheather, for his financial support, also Stapleton Meats and Fuller & Ross Automotives, thanks and I hope to see you all involved again next year.

I’d also like to thank our ball boys, Chris and Anthony Crisafulli, for their efforts this year.  Anyway I’ll just finish by thanking everyone from players to coaching staff, sponsors, parents and ball boys for making this season one that I will never forget.












Bumper

AWARD WINNERS

BEST AND FAIREST:  Nathan Rose

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Bradley Johnston

COACH'S AWARD:  Daniel Chapman

MANAGER'S AWARD:  Lee Wilson

KRIS SCHOFIELD:  Fullback.  Scoey had another great season, keeping his position all year through great defensive work and attacking skills.  His talking and motivation from the back was a great advantage to our side, excellent under the high ball or at any stage when put under pressure.  Saving his best game to last, his second half display in the grand final was close to perfection.  Congratulations on a great year, hope to see you in Dragon colours next season.

LINCOLN HUNT:  Winger.  What can you say about this young man, smallest bloke in the team with probably the biggest heart, and one of the hardest trainers.  Spending most of last year on the bench, Lincoln was one of the few players not to miss a game all year.  Very rarely making mistakes, always doing the right thing at the right time, Lincoln is a great reader of the game.  Thanks for your efforts this year and I hope you come back next year because your enthusiasm is contagious to everyone involved.

LEE WILSON:  Centre.  Mixing rep football with club football this season, it wasn’t hard to see where Lee’s loyalty lied.  Without doubt the toughest defender in the competition, his defence in the final series was awe inspiring to all his team mates.  With commitment and dedication a career in football looks extremely promising.  Thanks for the great season mate.

LUKE FORBES:  Centre.  Picking up from where he left off last year, Feret was one of our most consistent footballers.  Other than his defence, his reading of the play and ability to hit the holes was a main feature of his game.  Some of the tries Feret scored this year, particularly in the finals series, were the best seen all year in any grade.  Congratulations on finally being rewarded after all the years of hard work.  Hope to see you next year.

JASON BEARE:  Winger.  Bearey was another player who was very consistent all year.  Safe as a bank on the wing and with speed to burn, Bearey scored some great tries throughout the season.  One try in particular, that I will never forget, was the one he scored in the extra time of the grand final.  Above all that, he was our goal kicker and probably one of the best in the Shire, turning 80% of our tries into 6 points.  This was one of the main reasons we went on to win the comp.  Congratulations on a top season.

AARON PALMER:  Five Eight, Captain.  A great clubman, Aaron led by example on and off the field this year, which was no surprise to anyone.  If anyone deserved to win this competition it was this bloke, always putting maximum effort in at training, Aaron is a natural born leader.  His passing and kicking games were a feature of his play, but in recent years he has developed into one of the most feared defenders in the competition.  Being one of the easiest guys to coach, Aaron has got a big future in the game.

DANIEL CHAPMAN:  Halfback.  Chappy is another one of those players who are small in stature and huge in the heart department.  Taking on more responsibility this year he never let anyone down.  His competitiveness and never say die attitude always rubbed off onto the other players, not to mention the coaching staff.  A classic example of this was his display in the grand final, no way in the world was he going to lose this one.  A great season from a great bloke, well done.

JAMES BEEHAAG:  Front Row.  Jimmy was another player who picked up from where he left off last season.  Always prepared to do the hard yards, motivating his teammates with his strong runs and big hits, never taking a backward step, Jimmy is also a very good trainer.  Congratulations on finally winning a premiership, after all the hard work, you deserve it.

SHANNON ROBINSON:  Front Row.  Shannon played his first season with the Dragons this year and I’m glad he chose us to play with.  After a slow start due to lack of fitness, Kiwi turned into one of the strongest runners of the ball in the comp.  His highlight of the season being his 50m solo run in the semi final to set up the winning try.  Congratulations on a top season and I hope to see you back next year.

SHANE NEWTON:  Hooker/Front Row/Second Row.  Playing most of the year at hooker, Shane’s running from dummy half and passing game were a huge advantage to the team.  When called on to play other positions late in the year, he played with distinction there also.  A great motivator on the field, Shane was always spurring his teammates on.  With a bit more dedication to training, Shane has got grade football written all over him.  Well done on a fine season and I hope to see you back next year.

TRENT CROFT:  Lock/Hooker.  Crofty is another payer who is always consistent.  Playing lock most of the year and finishing off at hooker Crofty always put the team first.  His cut them down style in defence and his darting runs around the ruck were a feature of his play.  A very dedicated trainer and a great motivator on the field, Crofty has finally got the premiership he so richly deserves.  Congratulations on a great season.

NATHAN ROSE:  Lock/Second Row.  Rosey was one of our best players all year.  A tackling machine with great hands, Rosey always played well above his weight.  An absolute freak at training Rosey was probably the fittest bloke in the comp.  After receiving most of the man of the match awards at the start of the season, Nathan succumbed to a few minor injuries mid season.  Always putting the team first, he came back like the true champion he is.  A pleasure to coach and a pleasure to be around, Rosey’s inspirational speeches before the game are legendary.  Congratulations on having a great year, you deserve everything that comes your way.

MARK McKERNAN:  Centre/Second Row.  Big and fast with all the skills, Macca’s strong running game always gave the opposition something to think about.  His positional play this year was fantastic, either setting up tries or sniffing one out himself through great backing up.  Always the big impact player Mark has got a big future in the game.  With a bit more dedication and hard work there is no reason why this guy can’t go all the way.  A great season this year and I hope to see you play for many years to come.

BRADLEY JOHNSTON:  Second Row.  Without doubt the most improved player in the competition.  Johnno played on the wing for us last season but asked for a switch to the forwards this year.  After training like a man possessed in the off season, he got a start in the second row and never looked back.  Being the first player picked every week, Johnno was an inspiration.  Doing at least two hit ups every set of six, and getting through a mile of defence, he was one of our best players all year.  A stand out on grand final day with the man of the match award, topped off a fantastic year.  Well done mate.

DANIEL BRANDER:  Lock/Second Row.  Missing most of last season through injury, Daniel certainly made up for lost time this year.  A great defender and a very deceiving runner with the ball in his hands, Daniel held his position in the pack all year.  A tireless worker and a great trainer, Daniel is a quiet achiever.  A great player and a great bloke, Daniel would get a start in any side.  Congratulations on a great season and a premiership is definitely what you deserve.  Thanks for your efforts and I hope to see you back next year.

BRENDON LUCK:  Wing/Second Row.  Lucky made a comeback to football this year after having a few seasons off, so he had to bide his time before he got his chance.  Through hard work at training Lucky eventually forced his way into the team with devastating results.  Starting on the wing and pulling off some miraculous hits on opposing forwards, he forced his way into the pack.  Unfortunately as things started to look good, Lucky received a bad ankle injury.  Having to miss most of the second half of the season Lucky showed plenty of commitment and dedication and fortunately for us, he was there on grand final day.  Coming off the bench on grand final day, Lucky played most of the game and was an inspiration to everyone concerned.  Well done mate and I hope I see you back next year.

SCOTT LAKER:  Second Row/Front Row.  Unfortunately through work commitments, Scotty could not attend most training runs, but was always there on game day keen as mustard.  Scotty still got plenty of game time and was a tireless worker in defence, and was always willing to take the ball up.  A hard trainer and a good footballer, I hope he backs up next year.

JAMIE LUPTON:  Lock/Second Row.  Another player who had an interrupted year through sickness and injury.  When given the chance to play Luppo never let anyone down.  It is common knowledge that Luppo is a tough and skillful footballer and I hope to see him there next year.

2ND GRADE - SEMI FINALISTS

CO COACH’S:

Peter Ellem 

David Sullivan

MANAGER:


Barry Smith

STRAPPER:


Tom Morrison

BALL BOY:


Brendan Smith

SPONSORS:


Waratah Meats 

Windmill Chinese Restaurant

TEAM:

Peter Robinson, Paul Colenso, Glen Davidson, Gary Vitelli, 

Craig Sheehy, Dave Challand, Justin Bannon, Scott Frater, 

Marty Edson, Mark Wilkes, Mike Jackson, Andrew Perry, 

Luke Oldfield, David Page, Mark Elder, Anthony Jones, 

Adam Winnell, Nathan Gale, Chris Brown, Mick Conroy, 

Craig Marton, Mark Southern, Greg Taylor, Wayne Hood, 

Matt Swanson, Shaun Mathieson, Troy Brinkworth.

We believe season ’98 should be summarised this way:  The season that got away from us, and the year that forged great mateships and clubmen.

Sincerely, thankyou to the entire squad for their participation and involvement this year.  It has been our greatest pleasure to work with players who put their mates and their club before their own good.

To put ‘the season that got away from us’ into context, one must consider the season as a whole.  We won our first two games to nil.  A horrific injury toll throughout the whole A Grade squad then squashed our momentum.  Add to the long injury list, work commitments and the teams continuity and consistence were adversely affected.  Just as our player were returning from injury the ‘big wet’ set in and our new look squad lacked cohesion because of a lack of game time together.  This culminated in a tight semi final we all though we should have won.

It was a team management ‘high’ at seasons end, in that, with almost a full squad of twenty six players, the players who did not receive a start did not vent their disappointment, but rather showed their maturity by maintaining their enthusiasm and overall commitment to the team.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Hilton Lees, Jason Burns, Mick Rea, Peter Johnson, Brian Gallagher and Tom Morrison for displaying tremendous club spirit and helping out by playing for us during our time of need in the injury doldrums.  

Thankyou to our ball boy Brendan Smith for his loyal attendance all season.  Thanks to Tom Morrison for unselfishly giving his time to strap the team and run on as trainer on game day.

Without sponsorship it is a severe strain on club funds to field senior sides.  Thankyou to Waratah Meats and the Windmill Chinese Restaurant.

A special thankyou to Trevor Rogers for his overall organisation, administration and fund raising for the total A Grade squad.

Finally, thankyou to all players.










Peter, David & Barry

AWARD WINNERS

BEST AND FAIREST:  Mark Wilkes

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Troy Brinkworth

COACH'S AWARD:  Mike Jackson

MANAGER'S AWARD:  Anthony Jones

WAYNE HOOD:  Hoodie shows a touch of class in everything he does on a football field.  He is overendowed with acceleration and speed, is a copy book low tackler, and a quality distributor.  Although our time with you at season’s end was short, we enjoyed working with you.

PETER ROBINSON:  Robo we thought you were ‘an accident waiting to happen’, early in the season.  With broken ‘fingers’ and a knee brace you spent far too much time on the sideline.  In hindsight this probably hurt your confidence.  Fingers, you showed good back up skills with a strong running game.  An excellent aspect of your defensive game is your ‘rushing’ of opposition centres to tackle them ball and all.  Next season less time on the sideline with injuries please.

CRIAG MARTIN:  Craig was one of the NSW Deaf Side representatives this year whose season with us was cut short with injury.  You showed you were safe under the high ball, safe in defence, and possess a good side step.  Congratulations on your rep jumper.  It was the teams loss that we did not see enough of you this year.

JUSTIN BANNON:  Justin possesses a good turn of foot and he enjoys and plays well as a flanker.  Justin your positional play is first class as is your defence.  The strong point in your game is your willingness to become involved in the game with quality hit ups through the forwards and on kick retrievals.  You are an asset to any team and can reflect upon this season with pride.

LUKE OLDFIELD:  Unfortunately for the side you were a late starter this season.  You are a non stop and confident player who performed all tasks at speed.  Enthusiastic, hard working, hard hitting and hard running, we feel, best describes you.  Hopefully next season you will not leave you run to play football so late as quality personnel are always in high demand.

MARK SOUTHERN:  Mark was one of our best go forward men.  Unfortunately an overseas holiday robbed us of what was promising to be your best season.  A big man at speed is always difficult to defend against, however, we believe the best attribute of your game is your singling out of the opponents largest player and taking him on in defence.  Congratulations on your selection in the NSW Deaf Side.

MARK WILKES:  Every team would like their captain to lead by example and we were fortunate ours did.  Country proved that by winning both the Best & Fairest  and Players Player awards that he was judged by both team management and his peers to be our best player.  In some games you were our only player going forward, in others you distributed well.  You have an excellent positional game and your defence is first class.  You played well in every game.  Your misfortune in sustaining a shoulder injury and missing the call to A Grade was our good fortune.

CRAIG SHEEHY:  Craig is truly nature’s gentleman.  His selfless attitude in always putting his team mates first and helping out in any position, even as trainer, certainly made our season much easier.  Your positional play is first class in whatever position you play in.  You had an excellent defensive game when relieving at five eight and on the wing came in for hit ups thus making the forwards workload lighter.  Your strength of character in accepting hard decisions made your season our pleasure.

NATHAN GALE:  Terry is a workaholic on the football field.  The aspect of his game that appealed to us the most was his on field organisation skills in calling our plays around the ruck area.  Nathan enjoys playing in the middle where the action is.  His defence is very solid, his passes accurate and he has the ability to put a support into a gap.  We enjoyed our time with you this season mainly because you were a good listener and a good bloke.

MARTIN EDSON:  Marty had mixed fortunes this season.  His excellent start to the season was rewarded with his call up to the top grade.  He injured his knee there and was sidelined for in excess of eight weeks.  To his credit his comeback peaked in the semi final with a man of the match performance.  You are a tireless worker and more than capable ball player/runner.  Marty, your ability in defence is your forte.  We found you read opposition plays well and position yourself to either cut it off, before it gathers momentum or cover defend it.  Here’s hoping you have many injury free seasons in the dragons colours.

TROY BRINKWORTH:  Brinky is an excellent club man and very versatile forward utility player.  He polled well in best and fairest points in both of the top grades.  Troy is a gifted footballer with the ability to offload, back up, bust the defensive line, competently tackle and finish off half completed tackles.  The reason you won your award was your ability to perform these skills with a high degree of fineness, consistently and tirelessly.  Congratulations on an excellent season.

PAUL COLENSO:  Jock it was a pleasure for us to be associated with you this season.  In the teams best interests whichever position we asked you to play in you accepted the challenge willingly and wholeheartedly.  You possess an arsenal of skills such as an excellent kicking game, quality kick return runs, back up and construction of attacking raids.  This combined with your consistent high standard of play added up to an outstanding season.

MARK ELDER:  Mark has had many a season in the dragon colours and this year justly achieved a career milestone by playing his 200th game for the club.  Mark helped the side by showing the benefit of his experience by being able to play in various positions during the season.  You have safe hands and displayed excellent team skills of draw and pass.  You are a very capable defensive player with a man on man defence being a highlight.  You accepted our calls and assisted in any way you could.  You showed yourself to be a gentleman and we thank you for this season.

DAVE CHALLAND:  Dave played his first season with the Dragons this year.  It usually takes a good season to settle into a club, but not so with Dave, he was quickly at home.  Dave, your experience helped us as coaching staff with you being able to play at lock, fullback and wing.  We believe you are an exceptional goal kicker, you time your kicks brilliantly.  You were the sides leading point scorer, from only a handful of games, with twenty goals and one try.  Your success percentage was 82%.  What Daryl Halligan is to the Bulldogs you are to us.  We hope to see Dave back on the paddock next year kicking goals.

MIKE JACKSON:  The intercept king of the side.  We nicknamed you ‘Action Jackson’ because you listened at training and put into action on the field what you had learned.  Besides being a selfless team player who was willing to play anywhere in the backline, Jacko was always exploring avenues to improve his game.  For these reasons we rewarded you with the Coach’s Award.  Your game’s greatest asset is your back up skill.  You have natural speed, swerve and are a more than capable defender with an excellent positional sense.

ANDREW PERRY:  Winkle was one of our best trainers and had a good solid season.  He possess a great ability to pop passes in impossible situations.  Andrew, you are a more than capable defender with the determination to train well and involve yourself in the hard work of the hit ups in the middle.  You are starting to fill out now, and most front rowers bloom late, so the ‘pop-pass’ skill, your positional sense, determination and willingness at training all add up to a top front rower of the future.

GARY VITELLI:  The stalwart of the second grade side and a big game player.  We directed a little criticism towards his game mid season and to his credit he copped it on the chin and fought back to be one of our best performers in the semi.  Defending on our line and doing the hard yards off it is big Gazza’s domain.  Gary, you best game was the semi, our biggest game.

GLEN DAVIDSON:  Davo’s strength was very suprising to us this season, as was his off loading skills at training.  He is green, but has a strong running game and is as keen in defence.  Experience will be your greatest teacher in the future.  Thanks for showing selflessness and team spirit by helping out in both grades when asked.  You showed great character in ‘hanging in’ towards seasons end.

GREG TAYLOR:  Greg came to us from first grade at around the midway point of the season.  On his arrival he instantly added direction and confidence.  We rewarded that with the vice-captaincy.  Initially you tried to do too much, however, when you settled in, found the correct mix of passing and running.  You are a quality distributor and first class defender willing to take on any opponent regardless of size.  Greg, as a specialist halfback, you were the injection in the arm we needed to get back into the semi final race.

MATHEW SWANSON:  Swanie could tend to be a little hot headed at times but this did not adversely affect his game.  Probably the best way to describe you would be ‘Mr. 100%’, as you showed great enthusiasm and determination in every game.  The feature of your game is your straight and strong running style, which always troubled our opponents defensive patterns.  Thankyou for this year and we look forward to future associations.

SCOTT FRATER:  Scott had a mixed season.  He showed a strong running game which prompted us to move him from the wing into the forwards when we suffered a plague of injuries.  We now believe you are better suited as a flanker, where you played your best games.  Kept fresh on the wing your runs take on more impact, you possess speed, have a natural strong running game and area first class defender.  Thankyou for displaying your club loyalty by playing up in the top grade when at risk of losing a semi spot with us.

ADAM WINNELL:  Gunga is the biggest raw talent in the side.  He is a no nonsense prop or second row who is always willing to do his share in attack or defence.  Adam, you ran excellent splits and saved tries with your last ditch defence.  We enjoyed your keenness to listen at training and always give your best on game day.  You were extremely unlucky not to get a run in the semi, your form deserved better, but others missed out as well.

MICK CONROY:  Mick has once again had a fine season for the Dragons.  He is one of the most consistent footballers running around.  He has the safest set of hands in our pack and is a tireless worker both in attack and defence.  We found we could always depend on you to do the right thing and found you a pleasure to work with.  Congratulations on coaching and playing in the NSW Deaf Side and also on your 100 games for the club that you are very loyal to.

SHAUN MATHIESON:  Matho was a late starter for us this season, however he soon became an important part of the side, by adding momentum to the pack coming off the interchange bench.  He is a quality, determined runner of the ball who always hit the ball at speed.  This combined with his bulldog like tenacity in defence certainly added volumes to our depth.  We are all pleased to learn that the knee is healing well and look forward to seeing you on the field again next year.

DAVID PAGE:  Pebbles is a quality flanker or fullback and was the best finisher in the team.  His back up skills are excellent and he certainly knows hoe to score tries.  His positional play and defence are outstanding and he has never knocked on in his life.  We also found you fearless in taking the ball up into the rucks.  Congratulations on making the NSW Deaf Side and we hope to see you again in the Dragon colours next year.

CHRIS BROWN:  Charlie has blistering speed and great ball skills.  He played in numerous positions for us and always acquitted himself well.  We found you safe in defence and a keen trainer.  Your unselfish attitude and happy go lucky style made you a pleasure to be associated with this year.  We look forward to seeing that broad smile, perhaps your tongue hanging out, as you hit a gap at speed next season.

ANTHONY JONES:  Jonesy has an abundance of natural ability.  He made an enormous contribution to our season with his utility value, playing at halfback, second row and hooker.  He has a quality kicking game, gave excellent service from the acting half and added momentum to our pack with his speed off the mark from the play the ball.  You were the recipient of the Manager’s Award because you played wherever you were asked willingly and in the team’s best interests.  Thanks for your efforts this season; team players are the greatest assets of all.

A  GRADE - SEMI FINALISTS

COACH:


Mark Dodge

MANAGER:


Trevor Rogers

MAJOR SPONSOR:
Engadine Hotel

Sleeve Sponsors:

Steve Ebb - Engadine Automatics





Stapletons Meats

Shorts Sponsor:

Skin Dog Surf Wear

Number Sponsors:

Gavin Fisher - GWF Transport, Fence Magic, Wheels,





Barry McManus Bricklaying, Andy Mortimer, Greg Sell

TEAM:
Scott Bilsborough, Troy Brinkworth, Dave Challand,

Paul Colenso, Marty Edson, Kendall Flint, Tye Fleming, 

Brook Fleming, Glen Davidson, Scott Frater, Peter Green, Brett Headley, Wayne Hood, Chris Howard, Steve Johnston, Robert Kemp, Steve Lewis, Adam Lynch, Drew Levin,

Paul McGroder, Andrew Ninness, Mark Robin, Greg Taylor,

Pete Robinson, Andrew Smith, Dean Shipway, Gary Vitelli,

Wayne Turner, Ben Tanner, Adam Winnell, Ian Wilcock.

A rebuilding year for the A Grade team, with a number of our past regulars either retiring or playing with other teams, and considering our circumstances we can feel justly proud of our achievements this year.

With six players with A Grade experience, and a number of B graders up from last years A Reserve 2 competition, we started off slowly, inexperience costing us some early wins, but by round six we were matching it with all the top sides, a narrow, unlucky loss to De La Salle our only blemish in the last nine rounds, during which time we had great wins over Gymea, Menai and Como and a draw against Bosco, the bell sounding with the Doggies down and nearly out.

One game decided our season, a round four loss to Sutherland in a shocker costing us second spot and the luxury of a second chance, which had we the opportunity of, would have seen us fighting out the grand final spot.

It was a shame to see us go down by twenty points in the semi against D.L.S. after leading 6-2, the experience of the college side seeing them come away in the second half, but what we learnt in the second half of that game will benefit us in the ‘99 season, and had we another chance at them this season, I have no doubt we would have matched them.

To all the players in a large squad of over 45 players, (1st and 2nd Grade) I’d like to thank you all for the efforts you put in during the season and getting Engadine A Grade back on the rails again.

Another great coaching effort by Mark Dodge, getting the side up into the semi’s this year after taking the Reserves to the grand final in ’96 and ’97 with a premiership in ’97, and more importantly getting both the A grade and second grade sides back as one squad after the different factions of past years.

This cohesion was one of the major parts of both our successes, the Thursday night drinks together after training, and some top social evenings making for a very enjoyable year.  

I hope Mark can continue as coach next season, the efforts he put in this year and the results he achieved will be our stepping stone on our rise to the top next year.

There’s a lot of people I’d like to thanks, none more than our two backstops, Danny O’Leary for his help all year running raffles, cleaning up amongst a host of assistance, and the games slowest sand boy in Bill Kemp who was with us all the way giving a hand whenever called on.

Peter Ellem, David Sullivan and Barry Smith, the second grade mentors did a great job, working in well with Mark to guarantee cohesion, evidenced by the comradeship that developed during the year.

To our sponsors, too many to thank personally, but without you the season would have been so much harder, and we’ll thank you personally with a drink at the teams off season ‘Do’ within the next few months.

Another top effort by the club’s Brain Trust, and our appreciation to Larry Warner, Ian Bilsborough, Rod Waudby, John Palmer, Mark Chapman and their committee for their efforts, especially on match days at Anzac.

Thanks also to Bob Calhoun, helping us out after our functions, and also to Graham Oates, always willing to do any printing the team required.

I know I could go on thanking people all day, but I’ll take this opportunity to relay the teams appreciation to any supporter I haven’t had room to mention.

Now all that’s left of the year is the squads end of season trip to Whitsundays with most of the two teams venturing north, and I’m sure there’ll be a lot of stories told on our return.

I hope that all players will return for next season, you have shown that together you have the ability to become as good as any of our past A Grade sides, and this year will surely be just the forerunner of some great things to come.

AWARD WINNERS

WILLIAM MORRISON TROPHY FOR

BEST AND FAIREST:  Tye Fleming

BEST AND FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Brook Fleming

COACH'S AWARD:  Steve Johnston

MANAGER'S AWARD:  Adam Lynch

ANDREW SMITH:  Fullback.  An exciting attacking fullback, Andrew’s season was again cut short with a bad ankle injury.  Whenever he came into play you knew something was about to happen as he charged the ball upfield, a great side step mesmerising the opposition, paving the way for some great team yardage.  Fearless under the high ball, his high leaps to gather were a highlight of his play.  Bad luck saw him on the sideline in the latter part of the season, but he’s only a youngster and hopefully he’ll bounce back next season.

1998 – Played 3 A Grade games, scoring one try

Club Record – Played 27 games, scoring 32 points.

STEVE LEWIS:  Fullback/Centre.  The longer the season went, the better Steve got as he improved game by game.  Starting out in the centres he formed a steady combination with Oils in the early games, before switching to fullback when Smithy took his fall.  A very flashy player with pace to burn he proved a prolific points scorer, putting over many goals and grounding a ton of tries week after week.  Steve is the type of player you build a side around and his quality and class should see him one of the mainstays of our backline whilst ever he done the Dragons colours.  Steve was also selected as a centre in last years club champion side.

1998 – Played 14 A Grade games, scoring 8 tries and kicking 39 goals.

Club Record – Played 98 games, scoring 334 points.

STEVE JOHNSTON:  Lock/Fullback.  A very versatile player, Steve could be put into any position on the field with confidence, and I can’t recall him having an ordinary game all year.  A demon tackler, he didn’t let many get past him, and any who did has something to boast about.  At fullback he showed great positional play, always there to bring the ball back or make a last ditch tackle.  He plays way above his size and could always be counted on for that little extra effort.  Steve has the ability to earn a spot in any company and I know he will be one of the finest in our A Grade sides in the years to come.

1998 – Played 16 A Grade games, scoring 3 tries

Club Record – Played 245 games, scoring 169 points

MARK ROBIN:  Five Eight.  Only one game by a very stylish player, Mark having to give it a miss when an old injury flared up.  Brilliant in attack, with a fine footballing brain, it is hoped we’ll eventually see Mark back on the paddock injury free.  Mark has represented the district at Jersey Flegg Cup level, and has featured in several past A Grade and A Reserve premiership sides.

1998 – Played 1 A Grade game, scoring 1 try, kicking 1 goal

Club Record – Played 113 games, scoring 436 points.

IAN WILCOCK:  Wing.  Nudge proved one of the teams surprise packets this year, getting a chance to show his wares in an early trial, and then not looking back as he consolidated his position and never looked back with a string of steady performances.  A converted forward, he had a high work rate, always looking for the ball and willing to take it up, proving an extra forward in general play.  A quality attacking game, backed up by a classic sidestep he scored some great tries during the competition and can look back on a very impressive season.

1998 – Played 14 A Grade games, scoring 3 tries

Club Record – Played 79 games, scoring 93 points.

SCOTT BILSBOROUGH:  Winger.  Mr Perpetual Motion, Scott could always be relied upon to produce that little extra when it was needed, bringing the sideline to its feet whenever he decided to put something on.  Very fast (able to outrun tornadoes), with quick acceleration, he would sprint onto the ball and be off before his opposition had a chance to react, and he was one of the sides main yard makers.  Tigerish in defence, he was a real all rounder, and whilst a centre in reality, he made a great fist of the wing position.  Coming into the side midway through the year, he proved a great bonus when injuries started to hit the team midway during the year.  A member of the 1996 A Reserve premiership side, playing well over 200 games for the Dragons, Scott has represented in the S.G, Ball Cup.

1998 – Played 7 A Grade games, scoring 2 tries

Club Record – Played 232 games, scoring 560 points.

WAYNE HOOD:  Wing.  A former Cronulla Sutherland representative player of the year, Wayne is a very competent all round footballer and a real asset to any team he plays with.  Lightning fast and quick to capitalise on any opportunity that came his way he had some great games during the year, able to gain good yardage with the ball, always seeming to be able to beat his first man as he took off downfield whilst in defence he proved more than capable.  A member of the A Grade premiership side of 1996, Wayne is a past winner of the Dragons Rep player of the year award, playing rep football at S.G. Ball level, and has played over 100 games for the Dragons.

1998 – Played 10 A grade games

Club Record – Played 121 games, scoring 154 points.

BEN TANNER:  Centre.  The teams quiet achiever, Oils kept his position all year with a solid all round performance and he can look back on a top seasons football.  Competent in all aspects of play he formed a great partnership with Louie early in the year and with Kendall in the later stages, his steady tradesmanslike play giving the side great stability out wide.  His defence couldn’t be faulted, as he took on all comers and rarely missed his mark, and with this first season of A Grade under his belt, he is expected to be one of the mainstays in next years team.  Ben has played well over a hundred games for the club.

1998 – Played 15 A Grade games, scoring 2 tries

Club Record – Played 143 games, scoring 102 points.

KENDALL FLINT:  Centre.  A top all round performer, Kendall bounced back from an early season injury to finish the year full of running, his experience proving invaluable to the younger players as he guided them around the paddock.  A member of several of our past A Grade premiership sides, he proved the man out was and was a heavy influence on our charge to the semi’s.  Now approaching the veteran stage there’s still a lot of good football left in him as was testified to by his great finish to the year.

1998 – Played 6 A Grade games, scoring 3 tries, kicking 3 goals

Club Record – Played 89 games, scoring 204 points.

ALAN REA:  Five Eight.  Al was the steadier for the backline, directing play out wide and giving great service game by game.  Up against several ex first graders during the year he was never outplayed all year, having a jolly time against the Menai headliner before sending the Gymea big gun back to the sheds in just two of many memorable performances throughout the past four months.  Able to step off both feet while carrying the ball in both hands, he constantly split the defensive line, making great yardage before offloading to supporting players.

A past member of winning A Grade premiership sides, Al is a winner whenever he takes the field.  A 150 game plus player, Al is a past winner of the Gary Cannings Memorial Trophy.

1998 – Played 16 A Grade games, scoring 4 tries

Club Record – Played 181 games, scoring 150 points.

ANDREW NINNESS:  Utility Player.  Max is the perfect utility player, able to play in any position on the field and come off with his head high.  Player in reserves for the past few seasons he made the most of his call up this year and has proved invaluable.  A very busy all round games sees Max to the fore front in any post match discussions.  Always ready to support the ball carrier he could be relied on as a finisher, his try against Bosco a highlight of his year while defence wise he couldn’t be faulted, as he carved a name with many vigorous defensive displays.  A member of the 1996 A Reserve premiership side, Andrew was the half chosen for last years Champion side.

1998 – Played 11 A Grade games, scoring 2 tries

Club Record – Played 67 games, scoring 88 points.

GREG TAYLOR – Utility.  Greg has untold potential and with this years experience behind him, should have a bumper season next year as he puts the experience gained to work.  A very nippy player with an uncanny knack to sight a gap and push through it, he added a lot of excitement to the games he played in.  His defence was well up to par, he showed no fear as he took on much bigger opposition and came out on top.  A snappy chip and chase game complimented a complete football package, and next year will see Greg to the fore as he claims an A Grade position.

1998 – Played 9 A Grade games, scoring 2 tries

Club Record – Played 95 games, scoring 96 points.

TYE FLEMING:  Half.  We have had some great A Grade half backs over the years and Tye is as good as any of them, with a lot of improvement still to come.  He was the best half in the competition by far, dominating the scrum base in every game he played.  Elusive around the back of play, his darting runs through the rucks always causing headaches as he made life hard for his opposition.  Scored a number of tries on his own individual brilliance but also backed up well in general play.  Formed a formidable scrum base combination with Al Rea, and in Tye we half a half par excellence – bar none.  A prolific try scorer, he has now played over 100 games for Engadine.

1998 Played 15 A Grade games, scoring12 tries

Club Record – Played 123 games, scoring 212 points.

PETER GREEN:  Lock/Second Row, Captain.  Rambo played his 400th game for the club this season, a record not likely to be broken and at this stage of his career is playing better than one.  A member of our A Grade fraternity since 1989, with many premierships under his belt, his vast experience proved a big bonus to a very youthful side.  As captain he led by example, bone jarring defence augmented by a hard running game giving his younger team mates great comfort and a standard to rise to.  Representing in the Sharks S.G Ball, Jersey Flegg and Mathews Cup teams, Pete was chosen as the Dragons senior club champion in 1990, and the club’s most valuable player in 1995, and is a true Engadine legend.

1998 – Played 13 A Grade games, scoring 1 try

Club Record – Played 402 games, scoring 447 points.

WAYNE TURNER:  Second Row.  Tommy played his 200th game, the same match winding up a good part of his year with a bung shoulder, and next game having a shovel thrust into his hands to shovel dog droppings off the pitch before the game could begin.  A hard finale to a great player.  Defence would have to be Tommy’s forte, a constant 40 plus tackle count on the stat sheets proving his value to the side, a non stop game giving his other forwards plenty to equal.  No shirker with the ball, always willing to make the hard yards, Tommy has played in several A Grade premiership winning sides, as well as being a past senior club champion and we look forward to his return to the game next year.  The Club’s Senior Club Champion in 1996, Wayne now has played 200 games.

1998 – Played 6 A Grade games, scoring 1 try

Club Record – Played 200 games, scoring 90 points.

PAUL McGRODER:  Second Row.  Up from last years A Reserve 2 side Paul made a great fist of his first year in A Grade, improving with each game and I have no doubt he will in years to come, emerge as one of the best forwards to wear the club colours.  A very robust player it was a shame to see injury cost him several games midway through the year, but once intact he hit back with a vengeance, proving his headache as he made his mark in the latter games, carrying all before him as he carved opposing packs up.  A player of the future and I know there is a lot of great football to come from Paul in the future.  A rep player at S.G Ball level, Paul is another player chosen in last years Champion side.

1998 – Played 10 A Grade games, scoring 5 tries

Club Record – Played 83 games, scoring 60 points.

ADAM LYNCH:  Hooker/Second Row.  A highly versatile player with the ability to play in most positions, Cheeks can look back on a rewarding year, playing a vital part in A Grades surge back to prominence.  Playing over 200 games for the club, he shared the hooking spot with Kempie, as well as managing a second row position.  Coaching a junior side, as well as playing A Grade saw him carry a big work load this season, and shows what a top clubman he is.  Has won an A Grade premiership in 1996, he knows what it needs to come out on top and the effort he put in this year was well appreciated by the coaching staff.  Adam was picked as hooker in last years champion team.

1998 – Played 16 A Grade games, scoring 2 tries, kicking 1 goal

Club Record – Played 228 games, scoring 137 points.

ROBERT KEMP:  Hooker.  A knee injury has kept Robbie sidelined for a lot of the past few seasons, but this year he bounced back to show what a solid, all round footballer he is.  A former half back in his formative years, he still shows great skill at darting through from dummy half to make good ground up the middle, quick acceleration leaving markers stranded as he ran past them at will.  Once he hit his straps, he was a vital part of the side, handling A Grade like a veteran, and we will be seeing Rob as one of the clubs finest in future seasons.  With 200 games up, Rob is a past Junior Club Champion as well as earning the Gary Cannings Memorial Trophy in 1993.

1998 – Played 12 A Grade games, scoring 2 tries

Club Record – Played 203 games, scoring 400 points.

CHRIS HOWARD:  Prop.  They say it takes a few years at the top level before prop’s reach their best, but Chris handled his first year in the A Grade boiler room pretty well, showing a steady improvement with each game, and by seasons end he was a very accomplished front rower.  He never took a backward step all year, and was always willing to make the hard yards, good ground being made whenever he took the ball up.  A good defensive rate saw him always figure in post match discussions, and he was definitely one of the years success stories.  Chris has represented Cronulla Sutherland in the Jersey Flegg Cup.

1998 – Played 14 A Grade games, scoring 1 try

Club Record – Played 77 games, scoring 56 points.

GLEN DAVIDSON:  Second Row.  The couple of games Davo played for us after being called up from the seconds saw him acquit himself quite well, never shirking the task with a willing brand of football that saw him give his all, a rugged defence and a keen running game the qualities that saw him earn the coach’s accolades each game he played up.

1998 – Played 3 A Grade games

Club Record – Played 11 games, scoring 4 points.

DAVE CHALLAND:  Fullback/Wing.  Dave started the season in A Grade, but injury and the form of his replacement saw him back as one of the leading lights in second grade.  New to Engadine, the experience he brought to the A Grade squads after a lot of years in Souths Juniors and rugby union proved of great value.  A quality goal kicker with a low mistake rate, Dave had some top games for us, only to see bad luck costing him a place in the team later in the year.

1998 – Played 4 A Grade games, kicking 3 goals

Club Record – Played 15 games, scoring 50 points.

SCOTT FRATER:  Wing.  A couple of games up saw Scotty gain a lot of experience that should benefit him as a footballer.  He played some good football for us on the flank, his attacking play first rate and it was great to see him finish off one of the years best tries against Bundeena at Anzac,  His defence was spot on and I have no doubt on the form he showed for us he wouldn’t be out of place in any back line.

1998 – Played 2 A Grade games, scoring 1 try

Club Record – Played 98 games, scoring 44 points.

ADAM WINNELL:  Prop.  Up from the seconds for a few games, Gunja fitted in well and gave a couple of barnstorming games for the side.  Now in his second year with the Dragons he can always be counted on to carry his weight, solid in defence while there wouldn’t be any player in the club who would run the ball up harder.

1998 – Played 3 A Grade games

Club Record – Played 33 games, scoring 20 points.

GARY VITELLI:  prop.  A perennial favourite, big Gazza made the most of his game up with a solid all round effort.  A strong runner with the ball, he is playing as well as ever, and while Gary is with the squads, we have a more than capable back up.  A past winner of the Gary Cannings Memorial Award, Gary was last season selected as prop in the club champion team.

1998 – Played 1 A Grade game

Club Record – Played 115 games, scoring 88 points.

PETE ROBINSON:  Centre.  Pete’s first year with the club, and another to have injury in his first game up seeing him unable to regain a spot.  A great attacking centre he has plenty to offer and I’m looking forward to seeing him play next year.

1998 – Played 1 A Grade game

Club Record – Played 9 games, scoring 12 points.

TROY BRINKWOTH:  Second Row.  A very under rated footballer, Brinky did a great job for the side this year, his energetic forward play proving a constant worry to our opposition.  A big hitter in defence, as one St Pats player in particular can attest to, his high work rate made him a valued member of the squad.  Coming up from the A Reserve 2 side of last year, he started in the seconds before getting the call up and he hasn’t looked back since.  With a good attitude to training, I have no doubt he will be the backbone of future A grade packs, his brand of football sure to give Anzac regulars plenty of things to cheer about in the next few seasons.  

1998 – Played 9 A Grade games

Club Record – Played 98 games, scoring 30 points.

BROOK FLEMING:  Second Row.  After an injury interrupted 1997 season, Brook bounced back to his best this year and was one of the form forwards in the A Grade competition, and would have to be up there among the best the Dragons have produced over the years.  A complete all round game, a great defensive rate complimented by eager attacking play that saw him one of the busiest players in each match he played in.  There was no better sight than Brook charging onto the ball, and a lot of good tries came from his runs up the middle.

1998 – Played 13A Grade games, scoring 2 tries

Club Record – Played 97 games, scoring 44 points.

BRETT HEADLEY:  Prop.  Another injury interrupted year for Buggo, but it was a big plus for the side when he returned to the field towards the end of the season, as he quickly stamped his authority with a succession of great games that provided the lift the team needed on our charge to the semis.

A big, large striding forward he always proved a handful to the defence and any support player following him could always expect to receive a good pass, his ability to offload one of the highlights of his game.  A past Cronulla S.G Ball representative player, nearing his 200th game for the club.

1998 – Played 8 A Grade games, scoring 1 try

Club Record – Played 181 games, scoring 298 points.

DREW LEVIN:  Prop.  The reigning Senior Club Champion, ‘Frank’ is probably the teams ‘hard man’.  A solid, uncompromising game saw him command respect all season, and I can’t recall when he didn’t finish on top of his opposition as each week he put in the big ones.  The best thing about this year was his consistency, you knew you were always going to get a 100% effort, no matter how rugged the terrain.  A 200 plus game man with an 1996 premiership jacket in his bag, he is one of the mainstays of the side and a cornerstone to build future sides on.  Nearing 250 games played for Engadine, Drew was last seasons senior club champion, and was one of the props chosen in the ’97 champion team.

1998 – Played 15 A Grade games

Club Record – Played 235 games, scoring 76 points.

MARTY EDSON:  Wing.  Another to have injury cost him future games up in A grade, but the game he had up showed what a fine player he is, always being prepared to put it on the line.  I saw a lot of his games in the seconds, and it shows the quality of the A Grade if he couldn’t find a place.  A very classy footballer.  Marty was chosen as a utility forward in the 1996 champion team.

1998 – Played 1 A grade game.

PAUL COLENSO:  Wing.  A very versatile player, Jock gave a great display in his game up, scoring a top long range try at Menai.  One of second grades best and most talented players, Jock is another who has the talents to make a top A grade player.  Chosen as a utility forward in the 1997 Dragons Champion team.

1998 – Played 1 A Grade game, scoring 1 try

Club Record – Played 31 games, scoring 28 points.

LUKE OLDFIELD:  Second Row.  Luke came midway through the year and had a problem gaining a spot in a pack of forwards all playing strongly, but with an early start to next season he should be a regular in the top side.  All over the paddock he shows great determination, a noted cover defender with a solid running game, and any team that has Luke hanging out the back of the scrum has a top quality player in the side.

1998 – Played 1 A Grade game

Club Record – Played 134 games, scoring 34 points.

DEAN SHIPWAY:  Centre.  Only one game this year for Shippy, a knee injury putting the kybosh on his season, especially disappointing after his 97 season when he backed up for a second game on nine occasions.  A centre of some note, his experience was missed in a youthful backline, but hopefully he’ll be back on deck next year.

1998 – Played 1 A Grade game

Club Record – Played 86 games, scoring 82 points.
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