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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

The 1999 season again proved extremely successful for the mighty Dragons.  This year we fielded 18 sides up on last years numbers and against the trend of the total junior league within the Cronulla-Sutherland District.

To the club committee another great job well done.  To all the sub-committee chairmen and members that you for performing your tasks with great vigour and diligence.  To our new styled ladies committee thank you for your continued presence, commitment and ethics in the way you proudly support all the members of this great club.  To Kellie Watchorn thanks for your work with the weekly magazine and year book.

With our 18 sides this year three were minor premiers and four other made the semies.  Out of these seven teams the 10B2's, 11A's and 12B's won premierships and with our 11A's it was there fourth straight championship excellent work by each of you.  Our 16's and 21's both lost hard fought semis and our 18's and A Grade will both be considered unlucky by losing close fought Grand Finals missing out by four and two points respectively.

To our sponsors and advertisers thank you as without your financial injection we would not be able to promote and develop this great game in the manner that this club is proud of.  To our coaches, managers and trainers thank you all for your time, efforts and support during this season.

Thanks to all our supporters and parents for your continued commitment to this great club.

To our major award winners:  Alan Rea, Scott Nancarrow, Tye Fleming, Lincoln Hunt, Rob Carr, Mike Darlington, Brad Streeting, Mark Watchorn and Shane Chapman.

Congratulations on your selections as these awards are held in the highest esteem by the club.  To all players winning team awards congratulations and well done.

Special thanks to Alana Thompson as the clubs entrant in Miss Contrulla Sutherland.  Escorted by Dane Hunt, was indeed a credit to both our club, herself and her family.

I would like to thank my executive for their champion efforts this year, Mark Chapman, Rod Waudby and Len Cousemacker whom without their support and work our club would not be as prosperous as it is today.

In closing, I would just like to wish all the very best for Xmas and New Year and look forward to seeing you all back at Anzac in 2000.

Larry Warner
SECRETARY'S REPORT

Another quite successful year for the Dragons, winning three premierships and runner up in two others, with three teams being minor premiers.

Our 10B2’s, undefeated minor premiers, lost their semi final but regained their balance and went on to win the final and grand final in convincing style.

Confirming that they are a specially fine team our 11A’s won their 4th comp in a row, defeating a gallant Cronulla-Caringbah 27 to 7 in the grand final.

Our 12B’s also were minor premiers who lost their semi final but went on to prove their superiority by winning their final and grand final.

In a hard fought, high standard grand final our under 18’s lost 8 to 4 to a very good Cronulla-Caringbah side.  Many observers thought that this was one of the best C grade games seen for a long time.  Let’s hope selectors were watching both these fine teams.

In a year of mixed fortunes our under 21’s bowed out in the semis but never the less your club is very proud of you.

If the A grade was not a great game then I have not seen one.  Losing to Bosco 2 nil in the greatest defensive A grade grand final I personally have seen both teams covered themselves in glory.  This type of game is needed to keep the game alive.  Congratulations to both sides.

One of the highlights of the season was Brad Streeting being named Rep Player of the Year.  Congratulations Brad.  We are very proud of you.

Congratulations to all our other teams who battled on throughout the year and a special mention to the Under 15’s who had some Under 14’s in the side.  These boys are pretty special.

Finally, many thanks to the executive and committee who ran the whole proceedings in their usual professional manner, and who continued to work tirelessly to keep alive the greatest game of all.

Len Cousemacker
TREASURER'S REPORT

Another good year financially for the club with some very concerted efforts by club members and some great support from very valued sponsors and advertisers.  Their names appear on jumpers and in the magazine and all club members and supporters should recognise their support by using their services and letting them know that you are doing so as part of the Engadine Dragons family.

Many thanks and appreciation is extended to all those committee members and club supporters who actively help in the various fund raising activities and the general organisation  and running of the club.

The Engadine Family Tavern raffle continues to be a major fund raiser.  Our thanks and appreciation is extended to the Liddy family as well as Rob Carr and Brian Cannings for their  jobs well done in the organisation of the raffle and to all those who helped in the selling of tickets and the patrons who participate each week.  To all those who buy tickets each week, your participation is appreciated.

Another major fund raiser and “event” for the year is the golf day co-ordinated by Mark Chapman.  Thanks to Mark, his organising committee, the sponsors and to all that attended for making it once again a great day. It is a day not to be missed!

This year, the canteen accounts have been consolidated into the general club accounting records and its financial value as well as providing the much needed sustenance plays a very important part in the clubs operation.  A special thanks to Kerrie Hunt and Narelle Croft and all those who assisted in its operation.

Rod Waudby
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1999



EXPENSE
INCOME






ADVERTISING & DISTRIBUTION

1,218.50
0.00

BAR PURCHASES/SALES

11,160.18
17,573.85

CANTEEN - FUNDS TRANSFERRED IN

0.00
0.00

CANTEEN - CLOTHING SALES

0.00
354.00

CANTEEN  -TRADING

11,015.67
15,941.85

CLUB AWARDS - 1998

8,653.40
150.00

CLUB/SOCIAL FUNCTIONS

6,284.30
5,867.30

CLUBROOM INSURANCE

547.35
0.00

COACHING COURSES

165.00
0.00

CSDJRFL - ADMIN FEES

200.00
0.00

CSDJRFL - FUNCTIONS

1,658.00
0.00

CSDJRFL - INSURANCE FEE/REBATE 

14,892.40
6,637.40

DONATIONS/FLORAL TRIBUTES

160.00
0.00

ENGADINE TAVERN RAFFLE

24,212.50
40,989.60

FIRST AID/STRAPPING

2,337.20
0.00

FOOTBALL EQUIPMENT

8,486.50
487.00

GOLF DAY FUNCTION 

2,820.90
5,985.00

GOVERNMENT TRANSACTION TAX

301.18
0.00

GRAND FINAL FUNCTIONS

1,112.95
0.00

MAGAZINE ADVERTISING

0.00
560.00

MAGAZINE WEEKLY 1999

2,050.00
0.00

MAINTENANCE - CLUB

6,482.30
0.00

MAINTENANCE - GROUNDS

272.00
0.00

PRESENTATION - SENIOR 1998

8,213.70
9,042.00

REGISTRATION FEES 1998

0.00
300.00

REGISTRATION FEES 1999

320.15
14,648.00

SPONSORSHIP 1998

0.00
5,675.00

SPONSORSHIP 1999

1,565.00
8,050.00

TEAM GRANTS 1998

1,650.00
0.00

TEAM GRANTS 1999

200.00
0.00

TEAM PRESENTATIONS

180.00
0.00

TELEPHONE ACCOUNT

331.80
0.00

YEARBOOK EXPENSES - 1998

2,070.00
0.00








118,560.98
132,261.00

 


 

OPENING BALANCE


26,600.46

TRADING SURPLUS


13,700.02

CLOSING BALANCE


40,300.48






TERM DEPOSIT NAB


6,934.23

TERM DEPOSIT STG


26,565.88

CANREEN COMMITTEE
Thank you to all the ladies on the committee who freely give their time every weekend to ensure that the canteen runs smoothly.  We had an excellent response from parent helpers this year, especially the junior sides.  It is always more difficult to get assistance on Sundays but the 15’s and 16’s parents were always willing to give their time.  Again, thank you to any parent who has helped serve in the canteen this year.

Each year we ask that all teams organise parent helpers for one hour to assist in the canteen before their child’s game.  This is necessary so that every parent is able to watch their child’s game and the canteen facilities are available all day.  We feel that this is a better alternative to rostering a team to do duty for a whole day.

We extend our congratulations to all the teams efforts and achievements this year, especially the grand finalists – Under 10’s, 11’s and 12’s.

We are looking forward to the year 2000 being another great year for the Dragons and hope to welcome new parents on our committee.










Kerrie & Narelle

5th ANNUAL GOLF DAY

This year was the fifth time we have conducted this event and once again it turned out to be a really successful day.

A beautiful, fine morning saw 105 hardy souls venture out onto the course to battle out for the honour of being the 1999 champions with the accolades going to a group comprising of Larry Warner, Bill Smith and Ray Miles - a special note here to these players that the handicapper has shown special interest in this result and I think some changes will be made for year.

The first prize for this year was once again a night at the Windmill Chinese at Yarrawarrah (special thanks again to Peter Quan for his continued support of the local sporting fraternity) plus a club shirt emblazoned with the inscription 'Winners 1999 Golf Day'.

I would like to personally thank the following sponsors for their continued support for this particular fund raising day and look forward to seeing them again next year:

BWB Frabricators
Stapleton's Butchery - Engadine
Performance Tropies

Giant M
Engadine Family Tavern
Crossley Coaches

Windmill Chinese
Chemical Cleaning Solutions
Kirrawee Auto Electrics

Shire Labels
IBM
Engadine Automatics

Mitre 10
Southside World Travel

Special thanks again to Colin Crossley for generously providing the buses for the day - I look forward to seeing you have a game next year.

Others who helped on the day included John Palmer (handicapper and collecting fees early in the morning); Kelly Watchorn (and her mum Dot) for preparing the breakfast sandwiches and also Kelly for being a cart lady for the day dispensing the necessities for life; Ray Frater for helping organise in the morning and also driving another cart to help Kelly; Bill Kemp for organising the 'nearest the pin' on the 6th hole which raised $550 for the day; Len Cousemaker for setting up the bar back at the clubhouse for our return; and every one for turning up.

The net result for the day was about $4,000 which again was a tremendous result and will go along way to supporting the club financially.  It is really pleasing to note that the 5 golf days so far have raised in excess of $18,000.

Once again thanks to all those who turned up on the day and make it the success that it was - I look forward to seeing you all again next year.  If you want to reserve your spot for next year (Friday 21st (or 28th) July, 1999 - date to be confirmed) see Chappo, Larry or John Palmer.

Mark Chapman

Vice-President

PAST & PRESENT EXECUTIVE


ACTIVITY
PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER

1958
Rugby League
Barry McManus
Laurie Crosby
Ron Chapman

& Cricket Club

1959

Barry McManus
Laurie Crosby
Ron Chapman

1960

Barry McManus
Danny Carroll
Ron Chapman

1961

Barry McManus
Bernie Howard
Ken Binner

1962

Bill Forster/
Noel Foreshaw
Ken Binner


Barry McManus

1963

Barry McManus
Noel Foreshaw/
Ken Binner



Clive Greenwood

1964

Noel Forshaw/
Reg Sommer
Harold Shooter


Ken Johnson

1965

Ken Johnson
Kevin Woodbridge
Harold Shooter

1966

Ken Johnson
Kevin Woodbridge/
Harold Shooter



Harold Shooter

1967

Ken Johnson
Harold Shooter
Harry Robbins

1968

Ken Johnson
Harold Shooter
Harry Robbins

1969
Sports Club
Fred Gardner
Harold Shooter/
Harry Robbins



Graeme Morrison

1970

Fred Gardner
Graeme Morrison
Colin Cole

1971

Fred Gardner
Graeme Morrison
Harry Robbins

1972

Ron Dudman
Graeme Morrison
Bill Costanzo

1973

Harold Shooter
Graeme Morrison
Bill Costanzo

1974 Rugby League Club
Ray Price
Graeme Morrison
Bill Costanzo

1975

Ray Price
Phil Tierney
Jack Radios

1976

Ray Price/
Phil Tierney/
Brian Cannings


Phil Tierney
Paul Egan

1977

Jack Rodios
Fred Bennett
John O'Halloran

1978

Jack Rodios
Fred Bennett
Ron Cassel/




Cliff Carmody

1979

Jack Rodios/
Wayne Miller
Eric Swanson


Keith Hughes

1980

Ron Bedford
Norm Eshman
Eric Swanson

1981

Ron Bedford
Norm Eshman
Eric Swanson

1982

Len Cousemacker
Wayne Miller
Glen Walters

1983

Barry Beak
Graeme Oates
Glen Walters

PAST & PRESENT EXECUTIVE
(CONT.)


ACTIVITY
PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER

1984 Rugby League Club
John Molanus
Grahame Kidd
Glen Walters

1985

John Molanus
Graeme Oates
Glen Walters

1986

Grahame Kidd
Max Williams
Glen Walters

1987

Len Cousemacker
Max Williams
Glen Walters

1988

Len Cousemacker
Max Williams
Glen Walters

1989

Neil Spencer
Ray Miles
Grahame Thurkettle

1990

Neil Spencer
Ray Miles
Grahame Thurkettle

1991

Neil Spencer
Bill Kemp
Grahame Thurkettle

1992

Neil Spencer
Bill Kemp
Graham Wagener

1993

Ray Miles
Bill Kemp
Ken Johnston

1994

Larry Warner
Bill Kemp
Ken Johnston

1995

Larry Warner
Bill Kemp
Ken Johnston

1996

Larry Warner
Bill Kemp
Rod Waudby

1997

Larry Warner
Bill Kemp
Rod Waudby

1998

Larry Warner
Ian Bilsborough
Rod Waudby

1999

Larry Warner
Len Cousemacker
Rod Waudby

CLUB SERVICE AWARDS
COLIN COLE MEMORIAL TROPHY  -  awarded for outstanding services








to the Club.

1977
John GILBERT

1978
Graeme MORRISON

1979
Barry McMANUS (Snr.)

1980
Eric SWANSON

1981
Glen & Myra WALTERS

1982
Ron CASSELL & Warren WESTON

1983
Graeme OATES

1984
Kay CANNINGS

1985
Helmut ZUSAK

1986
Colin TOMS

1987
Neil SPENCER

1988
Gary BEAUMONT

1989
Brian CANNINGS & Ray MILES

1990
Ray FRATER

1991
Graham THURKETTLE

1992
Bill KEMP

1993
Trevor ROGERS

1994
Bill KEMP

1995
Mark CHAPMAN

1996
Ian BILSBOROUGH

1997
Kellie WATCHORN

1998 Mike DARLINGTON

1999 Rob CARR

ROD BAKER MEMORIAL SHIELD  -  awarded for service to the Club.

1971
Tony ANDREWS

1972
Colin KEENAN

1973
Geoffrey PRICE

1974
Barbara HALL

1975
Alf MARTIN

1976
Iris HUGHES

1977
Cliff CARMODY

1978
Graham ENGEL

1979
Norm ESHMAN

1980
Glenn & Myra WALTERS

1981
Dennis SMITH

1982
Brian & Kay CANNINGS

1983
Ann SULLIVAN

1984
Glen & Myra WALTERS

1985
Neil SPENCER

1986
Glen & Myra WALTERS

1987
Gary MARKHAM

1988
Warwick GREEN

1989
LADIES COMMITTEE

1990
Neil SPENCER

1991
Trevor RILEY

1992
Judy RILEY

1993
Bob CALHOUN

1994
Jo-ann WARD & Kerrie HUNT

1995
Neville CROFT

1996
Kellie WATCHORN

1997 Rod WAUDBY

1998 Danny O'LEARY

1999 Mike DARLINGTON

COLIN COLE MEMORIAL AWARD

ROB CARR
This award is given for outstanding services to the club and rugby league.

Rob justifies all criteria possible for this most prestigious award.  Rob holds vital positions on our committee, can be seen on Saturdays officiating at Anzac Oval and is the trainer of the mighty 11's.

Rob helps out with many other matters pertaining to the running of the club.  People like Rob have made this a great club in the past and with his commitment the future looks very bright.

Congratulations on receiving this most prestigious award.

ROD BAKER MEMORIAL SHIELD

MIKE DARLINGTON

This award is given for services to the club.  Its an award that dates back to 1970 and is held in high esteem.

Mike is a very worthy recipient.

He works diligently on the committee, he manages the insurance duties, organises the necessary first aid and strapping required by the club and then helps with the senior club presentation night.

This year Mike was called on to help a Cronulla-Caringbah player injured during the under 18's grand final.  Mike as we have come to know went to this persons aid without hesitation.

Congratulations on your efforts in 1999.

RECORDER'S REPORT
MAJOR AWARD WINNERS

JOE WEYMOUTH SENIOR CLUB CHAMPION TROPHY  -  awarded to a player from any of the three most senior sides and held on one occasion only.

1962
Warren HARRIES

1963
Robert WALKER

1964
Michael CROFT

1965
Mark JOHNSON

1966
Colin COLE

1967
Michael WILLIAMS

1968
Robert ROSS

1969
Barry McMANUS

1970
Gary COOPER

1971
Barney LA CROSSE

1972
Geoffrey PINK

1973
Phillip WARNER

1974
Kevin ROBINSON

1975
Ossie WELSH

1976
Michaell McSTAY

1977
Murray MORRISON

1978
Peter HAMMOND

1979
Michael PORTER

1980
Peter O'DONNELL

1981
Gary HAMMOND

1982
Colin BEAK

1983
Kurt GILLIES

1984
Glenn O'LEARY

1985
David SULLIVAN

1986
Glenn BLOOR

1987
Paul GILBERT

1988
Steven EBB

1989
Craig AIREY

1990
Peter GREEN

1991
Paul DWYER

1992
Mark NOAKES

1993
Scott VITELLI

1994
Mark WATCHORN

1995
John TOLHURST

1996
Wayne TURNER

1997 Drew LEVIN

1998 Steve JOHNSTON

1999 Alan REA

NELL WARNER JUNIOR CLUB CHAMPION TROPHY  -  awarded to any player from teams from under 14 to under 10 and held on one occasion only.

1969
Scott DUDMAN

1970
Donald CARTER

1971
Craig COLLIE

1972
Tony ANDREWS

1973
Murray MORRISON

1974
Gary HAMMOND

1975
Brett LONGVILLE

1976
Stephen DENFORD

1977
Colin BEAK

1978
Michael PORTER

1979
Gary McKINNON

1980
Brett BENTLEY

1981
Dean KEMBER

1982
Dean LONGVILLE

1983
Mitchell HEALEY

1984
Wayne SMITH

1985
Adam NAPPER

1986
Dale JOHNSTON

1987
Cameron NAPPER

1988
Ryan MILES

1989
Markus ZUSAK

1990
Robert KEMP

1991
Tony REA

1992
Ben GREEN

1993
Aaron PALMER

1994
Daniel CHAPMAN

1995
Mark STEWART

1996
Dane HUNT

1997 Matt CHAPMAN

1998 Rodney WOODRUFF

1999 Scott NANCARROW

GRAEME MORRISON COACH OF THE YEAR TROPHY - awarded to any coach for team performance.

1992
Glenn BLOOR

1993
Craig AIREY

1994
Mark ROBIN

1995
George CRAWFORD

1996
Mark DODGE

1997 Greg TOWNSEND

1998 Mark WATCHORN

1999 Mark WATCHORN

ENGADINE BOWLING CLUB SPORTSMANS TROPHY - awarded to any player on sporting achievement and held on one occasion only.

1968
Gary TEMPLE

1969
Shane McCARTHY

1970
Bruce BUTLER

1971
Phillip WARNER

1972
Michael McSTAY

1973
Des CORBY

1974
Ross MORRISON

1975
Mick FLEMING

1976
John GARDNER

1977
Michael LATHAM

1978
Bradley WATTS

1979
Brett LONGVILLE

1980
David SULLIVAN

1981
Colin BEAK

1982
Murray MORRISON

1983
Michael PORTER


1984
Markus ZUSAK

1985
Kurt GILLIES

1986
Kenneth EBB

1987
Glenn NELSON

1988
Michael HART

1989
Ryan MILES

1990
Cameron NAPPER

1991
Glenn BLOOR

1992
Adam NAPPER

1993
Paul INGRAM

1994
Simon PARSONS

1995
Wayne TURNER

1996
Mick CONROY

1997 Aaron PALMER

1998 Robert KEMP

1999 Tye FLEMING

ROBERT TICKNER TROPHY - awarded to best performing club player at Junior Representative game level.

1990
Scott FLEMING

1991
Scott FLEMING

1992
Wayne HOOD

1993
Daniel NEWTON

1994
Tony REA

1995
Martin STEWART

1996
Andrew JOHNSTON

1997 Mark STEWART

1998 Jeremy THOMSON

1999 Brad STREETING

PETER GREEN MOST VALUABLE PLAYER TROPHY - player awarded the most best and fairest points in the club.

1995
Peter GREEN

1996
Scott NANCARROW

1997 Michael FEENING

1998 Matthew FORD

1999 Shane CHAPMAN

GARY CANNINGS MEMORIAL TROPHY - encouragement award.

1977
Aaron ESHMAN

1978
Robert ELSWORTHY

1979
David HIRD

1980
Kevin JOHANSSON

1981
Dale JOHNSTON

1982
Robert ZUSAK

1983
Cameron NAPPER

1984
Glenn WALTERS

1985
Scott FLEMING

1986
Adam GRANT

1987
Steven EBB


1988
Colin BALLARD

1989
Steven SMITH

1991
Mark NOAKES

1992
Bruce DRIES

1993
Robert KEMP

1994
Alan REA

1995
Markus ZUSAK

1996
Gary VITELLI

1997 Andrew DARLINGTON

1998 David CROFT

1999 Lincoln HUNT

SENIOR CLUB CHAMPION

ALAN REA

Alan is without doubt a worthy recipient of the clubs major award, a fine young man, and a credit to family and friends.

Alan has played 15 seasons with Engadine and has pulled the jumper of 199 times to do the club proud.  Alan has always given his all on the field for his mates and away from the field has a great attitude for life, family and friends.

Not all of Alan's attributes have been on the playing field alone as for several years has helped with the development of some of our younger players by training teams and being available to help when needed.

A true club champion and congratulations on receiving this prestigious award.

JUNIOR CLUB CHAMPION

SCOTT NANCARROW

Scott has played eight seasons with Engadine playing 113 games.  Previously, Scott has won several Best & Fairest awards and the Peter Green Most Valuable Player award.

This year Scott and several other 14's were asked to play 15's due to lack of numbers in the 14's.  As a true Engadine champion, Scott not only made up the numbers but set the standard for others to match.

Scott has very good skills for the game both in attack and defence.  Scott's attitude towards the game, his coaches and his team mates is excellent and he shows respect where its due.

Scott is a very worthy winner of the 1999 Junior Club Champion award and we look forward to watching his development as he progresses through the ranks.

Congratulations Scott.

GRAEME MORRISON AWARD

MARK WATCHORN

Mark's involvement in the club has been well documented as a player and as a coach..  Mark has achieved all awards possible in this club but he becomes the first coach to win back to back Coaches award.

This year Mark stepped up to coach the A Grade and took the side to within two points of the premiership.  It is widely acknowledged within our club that Mark has no peer and not only players but coaches look to Mark for guidelines and support.

The measure of Mark's ability as a coach can be qualified by the statement from the sources of the District Club that Mark can get the best out of all players and should progress to a higher level as a coach.

Congratulations Mark on an outstanding achievement.

SPORTSMAN AWARD

TYE FLEMING

Tye's sportsmans efforts in achiving this award both on and off the field have been outstanding.

During 1999 Tye was selected to represent Cronulla-Sutherland in the Jack Gibson Shield game against South Sydney.  As with all of Tye's performances he displayed all the qualities reserved to those who win these awards.

Tye was very much an intregal part of our A Grades performance this year.  His commitment to training and playing is second to none.

Congratulation Tye on receiving the Sportsmans Award for 1999.

ROBERT TICKNER AWARD

BRAD STREETING

The Robert Tickner Trophy is awarded the highest performing club player at a junior level.

This year our club was well represented with several players being selected to play in Cronulla-Sutherland's representatives sides.

Brad played in the S. G. Ball under 17 representative side.  He played half-back and performed to such a high level was utilised in more than one position when his coach felt he needed to strengthen areas of his team

Brad is a naturally gifted player with dynamic attacking skills and a very sound and technically correct defensive style.

Not only did Brad win  this award but his performance was so dominant that he achieved the highest representative award possible at Cronulla, that being the Representative Player of the Year.  Brad is not only a credit to the game but is a fine young man off the field and gives his all to whatever he is accomplishing.

Congratulation Brad for winning the Robert Tickner Award for 1999.

GARY CANNINGS AWARD

LINCOLN HUNT

Lincoln has been a quiet achiever, is a fine young footballer who has served the Dragons for 9 seasons.

For those who have watched Lincoln would realise for what he lacks in size he more than compensates for skill, ability and heart.  Lincoln controlled and led his team around the field as hooker this year.

Lincoln manner off the field is exemplary and is held in the high esteem by friends and family.

Congratulations, Lincoln on this award in 1999 and we hope you have a long and prosperous association with the club.

PETER GREEN AWARD

SHANE CHAPMAN

This ward is a very prestigious award that is given to the player in the club, in any official competition grade, who receives the most best and fairest points during the season.

Shane has played 106 games for our club over a seven year period.  As in the true family tradition, played half-back in the under 12B's.  A very cleaver footballer who can dazzle oppositions with good footwork and ball skills.  Shane is a very good defender who organizes his team as a seasonal campaigner.

Peter for whom the award is honoured, will be proud to know this award goes to a player who stands for what the true Engadine Dragons spirit means.

Well done Shane.

ENGADINE DRAGONS CHAMPION TEAM

(Under 21's, 2nd Grade, "A" Grade)

Fullback
Andrew SMITH (A Grade)

Wing
Ash FRASER (A Grade)
Wing
Steve JOHNSTON (A Grade)
Centre
Simon PARSONS (A Grade)

Centre
Lee WILSON (Under 21's)

Five-eighth
Aaron PALMER (Under 21's)
Halfback
Daniel CHAPMAN (Under 21's)

Front Row
Drew LEVIN (A Grade)
Front Row
Brad JOHNSTON (Under 21's)

Hooker
Robert KEMP (A Grade)

Second Row
Glen DAVIDSON (2 nd Grade)

Second Row
David HIRD (2 nd Grade)

Lock
Trent CROFT (Under 21's)

Utility Forward
Stewart JOHNSON (A Grade)
Utility Forward
Nathan ROSE (Under 21's)

Utility Back
Alan REA (A Grade)
Utility Back
Jason BEARE (Under 21's)
The players of this Championship Team were picked purely on statistics.

The number of times a player had played in a particular position and the tally of 3-2-1 points achieved was of importance.

Only games in the competition proper (rounds 1-17) were taken into account, excluding semi finals, finals and grand finals.

TEAM PERFORMANCES

Team
     No. of
Position    Points
Points    Matches
Won
Lost
Drew
Byes
Forfeits


     Players
in Comp.      for
Against    Played

6 Red
13
-
106
300
12
1
11
-
-
-

6 Blue
12
-
227
113
12
10
1
1
-
-

7 Red
8
-
259
147
12
8
3
1
-
-

7 Blue
9
-
249
244
12
5
6
-
1
-

8A
13
5th
251
193
12
5
7
-
-
-

9A
12
10th
77
320
12
1
11
-
-
-

9B
12
6th
149
202
12
6
6
-
-
-

10B(1)
13
8th
117
290
12
2
10
-
-
-

10B(2)
13
1st
319
80
15
14
1
-
-
-

11A
14
1st
280
56
13
12
1
-
1
-

12B
19
1st
299
140
15
13
2
-
-
-

13A
20
8th
74
470
13
0
13
-
-
-

15
17
9th
84
622
15
1
12
-
2
-

16
18
4th
173
408
14
5
9
-
2
-

18
23
2nd
309
164
16
10
6
-
2
-

21
21
4th
244
263
16
9
7
-
2
-

2nd Grade
28
6th
176
280
14
4
9
1
2
1

A Grade
22
2nd
326
192
17
11
6
-
3
-

OUTSTANDING TEAM AWARD - awarded to any team upon achievements.

1975
10A

1976
12A

1977
11B(1)

1978
13A

1979
10A

1980
15A

1981
6A

1982
12A

1983
8A

1984
17

1985
13A

1986
12A

1987
23

1988
17

1989
A

1990
C

1991
11A

1992
21

1993
12A

1994
A

1995
14A

1996
AR

1997 9A

1998 19

1999
12B

MOST IMPROVED TEAM - Upto 1993, awarded to any team under 7 to under 10,

                                                  from 1994 any team under 6 to under 14.

1976
10B(2)

1977
10B(2)

1978
10B

1979
7A

1980
8A

1981
7A

1982
8A

1983
9B

1984
7(2)

1985
10B

1986
7(2)

1987
10A

1988
10B

1989
8A

1990
8B

1991
9B

1992
8A

1993
9C

1994
14

1995
13A

1996
9A

1997 6Blue

1998 7Blue

1999 7Blue

JUNIOR LEAGUE PREMIERSHIPS WON

A
2nd
AR
AR(2)
  23
22
21
20
19
18
17
16
15A

8
Nil
  1
 Nil
   2
Nil
 1
Nil
 4
Nil
 3
 2
  4

15B
14A
14B
14C
13A
13B
13C
12A
12B
12C
11A
11B
11C

  2
  5
  3
  1
  4
  2
  3
  6
  1
  2
  8
   4
  1

10A
10B
10C
9A
9B
9C
8A
8B
8C
7A
7B
7C
6A

  8
  2
  1
 7
 5
 1
 9
 2
Nil
  7
  3
 2
 1

In 1990 the under 23 competition was abandoned and was replaced with an under 21 competition in 1991.

In 1995 the under 17’s, under 19’s and under 21’s were changed to under 18’s, under 20’s and under 22’s respectively.

In 1993 the A Reserve competition commenced.

In 1997 there was an additional A Reserves competition, A Reserves 2.

In 1998 the A Reserve competition was changed to 2nd Grade.

In 1999 the ages groups were under under 16's, under 18's and under 21's.

JUNIOR LEAGUE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS



JUNIOR (U8-U12)


SENIOR (U13-A GRADE)




1970





1982




1971





1986




1972





1994




1976





1997




1981





1998




1982

1983

TOMMY BISHOP SHIELD - U7 Knock Out






1971

Winner






1972

Winner






1976

Runner-up






1982

Winner

ALL TIME POINT SCORERS (500 POINTS OR MORE)

Mark STEWART
1285

David SULLIVAN
1092

Aaron PALMER  *
928

Markus ZUSAK
879

Kane RYAN
754

Mitchell NEYLAN  *
704

Blake COUSEMACKER
606

Gary HAMMOND
604

Andrew JOHNSTON  *
599

Mark WATCHORN
578

Scott BILLSBOROUGH
560

Paul BELL
555

Joshua SPENCER
546

Dale JOHNSTON
537

Mark ROBIN  *
532

Brett SMITH
531

Brett LEVINGS
525

Warren GREEN
505

Matthew ALEWOOD
504

Brett MAY
503

* Played in 1999

AUSTRALIA

Robbie KEARNS

Mark McGAW

Mathew ROGERS

CRONULLA-SUTHERLAND DISTRICT R.L.F.C.

Paul BELL

Colin BEST

Glenn BLOOR

David BROUGHTON

Shaun BRUCE

Don CARTER

Colin COLE

Craig DAWSON

Kenneth EBB

Scott FLEMING

Kurt GILLIES

John GRIFFITHS

Wayne HALL

Gary HAMMOND

Peter HAMMOND

Andrew HICK

Mitchell HEALEY

Steven JONES

Robbie KEARNS

Adam KNIGHT

Anthony KNIGHT

Brett LONGVILLE

Mark McGAW

Leslie NICHOLLS

Mark NOAKES

Geoffrey PINK

Michael PORTER

Adam RITSON

Mathew ROGERS

Boyd RYAN

David SULLIVAN

Craig TIMMENS

John TOLHURST

Joe VAN DER VALK

Ossie WELSH

Darren ZIEGENFUSZ

CRONULLA-SUTHERLAND JUNIOR R.L.F.C.

PRESIDENTS CUP

Ray BEACROFT (3)

Colin BEAK

Daivid DEED

Lyle DIAMOND

Mark DODGE

Steven EBB (2)

David FLINT

Paul GILBERT (2)

Kurt GILLIES (2)

Peter HAMMOND


Steven HANSFORD

Warren HARRIES (2)

Tim LEESE

Mark McGAW

Greg MALONEY (2)

Craig MILLER (2)

Murray MORRISON

Glenn NELSON

Peter O'DONNELL

Geoffrey PINK

Michael PORTER


Adam PROBERT

Roby RUSHBOURNE

Shane STRUTHERS

David SULLIVAN (2)

Ted TERONE

Gary TING

John TOLHURST

Phillip WARNER

Joe WHITTLE

Michael WILLIAMS

JERSEY FLEGG CUP

Colin BALLARD (2)

Ray BEACROFT

Paul BELL

Craig DAVIES

Lyle DIAMOND

Mark DODGE

Ronald EMTAGE

Matthew FIELDING

Scott FLEMING (2)

Tye FLEMING

John GARDNER

Paul GILBERT

Kurt GILLIES

Peter GREEN

Gary HAMMOND

Peter HAMMOND

Michael HART (2)

Phillip HEWITT

JERSEY FLEGG CUP (Cont) 

Andrew HICK

Dean HOSKING (2)

Barry HOWARD

Chris HOWARD

Andrew JOHNSTON  *

Dale JOHNSTON

Mark KEARNS

Adam KNIGHT (2)

Anthony KNIGHT (2)

Jason LAURENCE

Brett LONGVILLE

Barry McMANUS (2)Brett MAXWORTHY

Craig MILLER (2)

Murray MORRISON

Cameron NAPPER

Glenn NELSON

Shane NEWTON

Mark NOAKES

Shaun O'BRYAN

Mark O'HALLORAN

Glen O'LEARY

Aaron PALMER

Michael PINK

Michael PORTER

Tony REA

Mark ROBIN

Cameron ROSSITER

John RUSSELL

Darren SANCHEZ

Craig SCUTTS (2)

Martin STEWART

Jeremy THOMPSON  *

Raymond THOMPSON

Wayne THOMPSON

Denis TING

Scott VITELLI

Phillip WARNER

Michael WARTON

Mark WATCHORN

Michael WESTON (2)

Blake WHIPPS

Darren ZIEGENFUSZ

S.G. BALL CUP

David ADAMS

Murray ASTON

Brian BALLARD

Brett BENTLEY

Paul BELL (2)

Michael BLACK

Scott BILSBOROUGH

Karl BOOTHROYD

Craig BROUGHTON

Adam BROWN

Simon BROWN

Justin BRUBAKER  *

Shaun BRUCE

Martin CAMPBELL

Paul CASSEL

Mark CHANDLER

Shaun CRAWLEY (2)

Craig DAVIES

Kenneth DENFORD

Lyle DIAMOND

Scott DUDMAN

Mark ELDER

Michael FEENING  *

Scott FLEMING (2)

Andrew FRASER

Adam GARVEY

Timothy GIBSON

Paul GILBERT

Craig GILLIES

Derek GRAY

Peter GREEN

Richard GREEN

Warren GREEN

Markham HANDCOCK

Michael HART (2)

Brett HEADLEY

Mitchell HEALEY (2)

Phillip HEWITT

Andrew HICK

Wayne HOOD

Dean HOSKING

Barry HOWARD

Dane HUNT (2)  *

Darrel HUTCHINSON

Andrew JOHNSTON

Robert KEARNS

Mark KEEGAN

Adam KNIGHT (2)

Anthony KNIGHT

Michael LATHAM

Tim LEESE

Ricky LEWIS

Brett LONGVILLE

Dean LONGVILLE

Shane McCARTHY

John McCLAREN

Paul McGRODER

Barry McMANUS    (Oatley Shield)

Greg MALONEY

Ryan MILES

Craig MILLER

Mark MONK

Bradley MOON

Murray MORRISON

Adam NAPPER

Cameron NAPPER

Glenn NELSON

Daniel NEWTON (2)

* Played 1999

S.G. BALL CUP (Cont.)

Timothy NICHOLLS

Gavin NICHOLSON

Jason OATES

Dean O'BRYAN

Shaun O'BYRAN

Peter O'DONNELL

Michael PINK

Michael PORTER

Tony REA (2) 

Anthony RICE

Adam RITSON

Cameron ROSSITER

John RUSSELL

Craig SCUTTS

Mark STEWART

Mitchell STUART

Gary TEMPLE

Andrew THEOBOLD

Jeremy THOMPSON (2) *

Raymond THOMPSON

Dennis TING          (Oatley Shield)

Gary TING             (Oatley Shield)

Cameron TOPHAM

Larry WARNER

Paul WARRINGTON

Michael WARTON

Bradley WATTS

Michael WESTON

Mark WOOLSEY

Darren ZIEGENFUSZ

HAROLD MATTHEWS CUP

David ADAMS

Michael ADAMS

Jason ANDERSON

Colin BALLARD (2)

Paul BELL

Brett BENTLEY

Karl BOOTHROYD

David BROUGHTON

Adam BROWN

Justin BRUBAKER

Shaun BRUCE

Tim BRYANT

Mathew BUCKLEY

Paul CASSEL

Mark CHANDLER

Shaun CRAWLEY

Craig DAVIES

Peter DOEPEL

Scott DUDMAN (Endeavour Cup)

Paul DWYER

Andrew FERGUSON

Darren FINDLAY

Scott FLEMING

Darren FOGARTY

Mark FOSTER

Andrew FRASER

John GARDNER

Adam GARVEY (2)

Timothy GIBSON

David GRAINGER

Peter GREEN

Warren GREEN

Markham HANDCOCK

Michael HART

Mitchell HEALEY

Andrew HICK

Jason HODSDON

Glenn HOLDEN

Dean HOOD

Dane HUNT

Andrew JOHNSTON (2)

Dale JOHNSTON

Timothy KEARNEY

Robert KEARNS

Mark KEEGAN

Dean KEMBER

Adam KNIGHT

Timothy LEESE

Brett LEVINGS

Brett LONGVILLE

Dean LONGVILLE

Mark McKERNAN

Garry McKINNON

Paul MAGUIRE

Ryan MILES

Murray MORRISON

Scott MURPHY

Adam NAPPER

Cameron NAPPER

Glenn NELSON

Gavin NICHOLSON

Daniel NEWTON

Jason OATES (2)

Dean O'BRYAN

David O'DONEELL

Matthew O'DONNELL (2)

Peter O'DONNELL

Matthew PALLISTER

Michael PORTER

Jason SMITH

Mark STEWART

Brad STREETING

Mitchell STUART (2)

Ryan STUART

David SULLIVAN

Jeremy THOMPSON

Cameron TOPHAM

Wade VAN GEMERT

Larry WARNER (Endeavour Cup)

Ken WARREN

Darren ZIEGENFUSZ

Markus ZUSAK

* Played 1999

MAL MENINGA CUP

Colin BEST

TERRY LAMB CUP

Mark McKERNAN

Mark STEWART

PRESIDENTS CUP was under 19 years (1975, 76 and 77). Prior to 1975 and after 1977 the competition was under 21 years.  In 1988 this competition was controlled by the District Club, and continues to be.

JERSEY FLEGG CUP was under 17 years (1975, 76 and 77). Prior to that and until 1984 it was under 18 years.  In 1985 it was changed to under 19 years.  In 1997 it was changed to under 20.

S.G.  BALL CUP was under 15 years prior to 1978 when it took over from the Oatley Shield.  From 1979 to 1985 it was under 16 years.  In 1986 it was under 17 years.  In 1997 it was under 18.

HAROLD MATTHEWS CUP was an under 14 K.O. having taken over from the Endeavour Cup.  In 1985 it was a 'round robin' carnival.  1986 to 1996 under 15 years.  1997 it was under 16 years.

MAL MENINGA CUP formed by the Super League in 1997 (for that year only) and was an under 19 competition.

TERRY LAMB CUP formed by the Super League in 1997 (for that year only) and was an under 17 competition.

Internet

Did you know the Junior League has a web homepage.  This page contains coming events, weekly results, club details, representative teams, etc.

http://cronsuth.webtel.net.au
For our Club it also contains details of all players games, tries, goals, awards, etc since 1968.

Cronulla-Sutherland DJRL 

1999 Representative Player of the Year

Brad Streeting (18's)
400 MATCH AWARD

Peter GREEN

250 MATCH AWARD

Kurt GILLIES
Peter HAMMOND
Drew LEVIN  *

Dean LONGVILLE
Glenn O'LEARY
Mark NOAKES


Steve JOHNSON  *

200 MATCH AWARD

Colin BALLARD

Colin BEAK

Paul BELL

Scott BILLSBOROUGH

Glenn BLOOR

Blake COUSEMACKER

Drew COUSEMACKER

Craig DAVIES

Mark DODGE

Paul DWYER

Kenneth EBB

Steven EBB

Mark ELDER

Paul GILBERT

Adam GRANT

Kevin GREEN

Wayne HALL

Markham HANDCOCK

Mitch HEALEY

Robert KEMP

David KIDD

Brett LONGVILLE

Adam LYNCH

Mark McGAW

Michael McSTAY

Murray MORRISON

Glenn NELSON

Adam NAPPER

Cameron NAPPER

Simon PARSONS

Michael PORTER

Dean SHIPWAY  *

Wayne TURNER

Scott VITELLI

Larry WARNER

Phillip WARNER

Mark WATCHORN

Markus ZUSAK

150 MATCH AWARD

Clint ALLEN  *

Barry ARKLEY

Corey ASTON

Brian BALLARD

Chad BEATTIE

Nathan BILLSBOROUGH

Glenn BLOOR

David CROFT  *

Daniel CHAPMAN

Matthew CHAPMAN

Sean CRAWLEY

Stephen DENFORD

Bruce DRIES

Andrew FERGUSON

Darren FINDLAY

Brett FLEMING

David FLINT

John GARDNER

Adam GARVEY

Matthew GILMORE

Gary HAMMOND

Brett HEADLEY

David HESFORD

Mark HESSE

David HINE

Michael HOOPER

Tommy HOOPER

Dean HOSKING

Kevin JOHANSSON

Dale JOHNSTON

Tim KEARNEY

Dean KEMBER

Peter KINGSTON

Hilton LEES

Brett LEVINGS

Brett LOWDER

Denis MARSH

Brett MAY

Ryan MILES

Tim NICHOLLS

Matthew O'DONNELL

David O'TOOLE

Aaron PALMER

Anthony PARSONS

Michael PINK

Alan REA

Tony REA

Steven SMITH

* Awarded 1999

150 MATCH AWARD (Cont.)

Warren SMITH

Wayne SMITH

Todd STEWART

David SULLIVAN

Richard TAYLOR

John TOLHURST

Kenneth WARREN

Bradley WATTS

Michael WESTON

Robert WESTON

Matthew WRIGHT

100 MATCH AWARD

Grant ABSALOM

Craig AIREY

Mathew ALEWOOD

Phillip ALLEN

Brian ANDREWS

Ryan ASPLIN

Gavin ASTON

Greg BAKER

Robert BALDOCK

Jason BALLARD

Stephen BEAK

Glen BEAMES

Grant BEAMES

Jason BEARE  *

Troy BEAUMONT

Adrian BEDFORD

Kyle BEDFORD

Christopher BELL

Jeffrey BENNETT

Michael BLACK

Chris BOLAND

Karl BOOTHROYD

Wayne BOUFFLER

Daniel BRANDER

Matthew BRANDER

Troy BRINKWORTH  *

Adam BROWN

Simon BROWN

Evan BRUNTON

Mitchell BRUNTON

Bradley BYRNE

Donovan CAMPBELL

Craig CANNINGS

Leigh CAPEL  *

Ryan CARR  *

Craig CASSEL

Mark CHANDLER

Darryl CHAPMAN

Shane CHAPMAN  *

Bradley CHARTERS

Joel CHEESMAN

Ross CLARKE

Colin COLE

Kevin COLE

Laurie COLE

Mick CONROY

Paul CONSTANZO

Jason COTTLE

James COTTON

Paul COTTON

Robert COTTON

Thomas COTTON

Trent CROFT

Lee CURTIS

Andrew DARLINGTON

Mitchell DARLINGTON

Craig DAWSON

Kenneth DENFORD

Matthew DOVES

Michael DRIES

Neil DUDMAN

Scott DUDMAN

Brett DUHIGG

Bradley EBB

Andrew EDWARDS

Peter EDWARDS

Scott EDWARDS

Aaron ESHMAN

Christian ESHMAN

Michael FARRELL

Scott FLEMING

Tye FLEMING

Ashley FRASER

Scott FRATER  *

Michael FROST

John FRY

Ross FRYER

Grant GARRICK

Todd GARVEY

Wayne GEDDES

Timothy GIBSON

Gregory GILBERT

Mark GILBERT

Craig GILLIES

Andrew GILMORE

Scott GORDON

David GRAINGER

Ben GREEN

Warren GREEN

Scott GUERIN

Troy HALL

David HAMMOND

Michael HAMMOND

Troy HARPER

Paul HAWKINS

Andrew HICK

Rodney HIRST

Glenn HOLDEN

Dean HOOD

Wayne HOOD

Robert HOST

Barry HOWARD

Daniel HOWARD

Keith HUGHES

Mark HUGHES

Paul HUGHES

Dane HUNT

Lincoln HUNT

Paul INGRAM

Craig IRELAND

Chris ISAAC

* Awarded 1999

100 MATCH AWARD (Cont.)

Bradley JACKSON

Andrew JAMES

Blake JAMES  *

Matthew JAMES

Darrel JOHNSEN

Mark JOHNSON

Andrew JOHNSTON

Brendan JOHNSTON

Mark KEEGAN

Stuart KEENAN

Nathan KENALY  *

Craig KENWORTHY

Phillip KING

Adam KNIGHT

Anthony KNIGHT

Ryan LAKER

Scott LAKER

Michael LATHAM

Ben LEDGERWOOD

John LEEBOLD

Steven LEWIS  *

Andrew LONDON

Brendon LUCK

Gareth LUPTON

Jamie LUPTON

Ryan LUPTON

Justin McLEAN

Gary McKINNON

Barry McMANUS

James McMAHON

Paul MAGUIRE

Corey MARKHAM

Ian MARSH

Kurt MARSH

Grant MAY

Ryan MAY  *

Shane MAYBERRY

David MEREDITH

Ian MIDDLETON

Craig MILLER

Ross MORRISON

Tom MORRISON

Jason MUNTZ  *

Scott NANCARROW

Chris NELSON  *

Trevor NEVILLE

Mitchell NEYLAN  *

Jason OATES

Shane OATES

Glenn O'BRIEN

David O'DONNELL

Peter O'DONNELL

Luke OLDFIELD

Stephen O'TOOLE

Andrew PERRY

Gavin PHILLIPS

Glen PHILLIPS

Cameron PIPER

Scott PIPER

Brett POOLE

Michael PRICE

Andrew PURCELL

Brett RILEY

Cameron RING  *

Mark ROBIN

Gary ROBINSON

Graeme ROBINSON

Kevin ROBINSON

Mark RADIOS

Alan ROWLING

Glenn RUSSELL

Kane RYAN

Kris SCHOFIELD

Frank SCHREUDER

Michael SCHREUDER

Craig SCHWEIGHOFFER

Kurt SCHWEIGHOFFER

Gregory SELL

Peter SHEPHERD

Craig SHIRWELL

Jimmy SHOOTER

Steven SHOOTER

Jeffrey SHORT

Peter SIMPSON

Rodney SIMPSON

Shane SIMPSON

Brendan SMITH

Brett SMITH

Daniel SMITH  *

Terry SMITH

Morris SNEPVANGERS

Joshua SPENCER

Rodney STAFF

Robert STANTON

Mark STEWART

Mitchell STUART

Bradley STUVE

Mark SULLIVAN

Ben TANNER

Andrew THORNBERRY

Ken THORNBERRY

Justin THORBURN

Craig TIMMENS

Anthony TOMS

Craig TREHEARNE

Luke TURNER

Steven TURNER

Adrian VAN DER VALK

Scott VAN DER VALK

Gregory VAUGHAN

Brett VINCENT

Gary VITELLI

Stephen WAILES

Mark WAKEFIELD

Matthew WALKER

Glenn WALTERS

David WARD

Brad WARDROBE

Colin WARNER

Shaun WARREN

Steven WARREN

Michael WARTON

Billy WEBECK

* Awarded 1999

100 MATCH AWARD (Cont.)

Ossie WELSH

Craig WHEELER

Brett WIGGINS

Todd WIGGINS

Glenn WILCOX

Brett WILLIAMS

Troy WOOD

Trent WOODHILL

Rodney WOODRUFF

Trent WOOLDRIDGE

Brendon WRIGHT

Robert ZUSAK

Awarded 1999

NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS

Highest Point Scorers:


Junior:

Hayden AIREY

7Red

110 Points


Senior:

Mark ROBIN


A Grade
  96 Points

Highest Try Scorers:


Junior:

Hayden AIREY

7Red

26 Tries


Senior:

Simon PARSONS

A Grade
14 Tries

Highest Goal Kickers:


Junior:

Mitchell NEYLAND
11A

11 Goals


Senior:

Mark ROBIN


A Grade
36 Goals

Highest Scoring Team:


Junior:

10B(2)
319 Points


Senior:

A Grade
326 Points

Best Defensive Team:


Junior:

11A

  56 Points


Senior:

18

164 Points

Brad STREETING (18) Cronulla-Sutherland DJRL representative player of the year.

HIGHEST POINT SCORERS IN EACH TEAM

Junior (U6 - U12)

6Blue
Luke RICHMOND
64

6Red
Matt MUNRO
49

7Blue
Matthew FORD
102


Alex HAYDEN
102

7Red
Hayden AIREY
110

8A
Luke LOMAS
68

9A
Comeron DUNSTAN
17

9B
Stephen CLARK
41

10B(1)
Ben LEPPARD
21

10B(2)
Nathan AIREY
57

11A
Mitchell NEYLAN
61

12B
Daniel BUXTON
40


Senior (U13 - A Grade)

13A
Kurt MARSH
40

15
James MOLLARD
16


Josh ROSE
16

16
Adam Graves
34

18
Jeremy Thompson
64

21
Jason BEARE
94

2nd Grade
Darren RYE
44

A Grade
Mark ROBIN
96

HIGHEST POINT SCORERS (50 or more)

Junior (U6 - U12)

Hayden AIREY (7Red)
110

Matthew FORD (7Blue)
102

Alex HAYDEN (7Blue)
102

Luke LOMAS (8A)
68

Luke RICHMOND (6Blue)
64

Mitchell NEYLAN (11A)
61

Luke DODGE (6Blue)
58

David MITCHELL (8A)
58

Nathan AIREY (10B[2])
57

Eathan MAY (7Red)
54

Dane FORD (10B[2])
50


Senior (U13 - A Grade)

Mark ROBIN (A Grade)
96

Jason BEARE (21)
94

Jeremy THOMPSON (18)
64

Simon PARSONS (A Grade)
58

5 SEASON AWARDS


Jack BRUBAKER
8A


Peter ELDER
9A


Mitchell FLOYD
9A


Corrie MUNTZ
9A


Daniel GOUGH
10B(1)


Reece PIPER
10B(1)


Steven RING
10B(1)


Kyle ROGERS
10B(1)


Thomas RYAN
10B(1)


Nathan AIREY
10B(2)


Dane FORD
10B(2)


Kyle MAY
10B(2)


Nathan BULLOCK
11A


Adam DRANSFIELD
11A


Chris O'REILLY
11A


Kyle BLAIR
12B


Brad CHANDLER
12B


Brett WRIGHT
12B


Mitchell O'Reilly
13A


Tim SPENCER
13A

3 SEASON AWARDS


Hayden AYRES
6Blue


Hayden AIREY
7Red


Nick BEECROFT
7Red


Mat KNIGGE
7Red


Ethan MAY
7Red


Tyson ROGERS
7Red


Aaron CARROLL
7Blue


Brayden DAVIES
8A


Ben RYAN
8A


Triestan CURTIS
9B


Jon-Ross HUNT
9B


Khan SALAMALIKIS
9B


Shane ROACHE
9A


Thomas TEUMA
9A


Jarryd RICHARDS
10B(1)


Josh BELL
10B(2)


Paul SCOTLAND
11A


Mitchell HATCH
12B


Nathan SHAW
12B

6 RED

COACH:

Matt Gilmore

MANAGER:

Jeff Munro

LINESMAN:

Len Tisdell

TRAINERS:

Rick Sandeburg, Warren O’Dempsey

OBSERVERS:
Alan Maddocks, Bob Spencer

SPONSOR:

Mocopan Coffee

TEAM:
Matt Munro, Riley Sandeburg, Kieran Glimore, Jarrod Mortimer, 

Ryan Poggi, Liam Rapley, Dean Mortimer, Jackson O’Dempsey,

Lewis Castle, Mitchell Spencer, Cameron Maddocks, Luke Tisdell

Being our first year in football all the boys showed a lot of confidence, ability and a high regard for teamwork.  Our experience grew as the season progressed and towards the end of the season we managed to give a couple of the best teams a shake up.  All the boys gave 100% until the last whistle was blown.  I would like to thank all the parents for their support throughout the season, and to all the boys for a great effort.  Remember tackle, run but most important have fun!  See you next season.













Matt

BEST & FAIREST:  Matt Munro

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Luke Tisdell

KIERAN GILMORE:  Although football wasn’t the highest priority where building sandcastles and playing with girls was, Kieran did show promise during the year with some good runs with the ball and a couple of good efforts with tackling, well done mate.

MATT MUNRO:  A champion in the making, as his efforts on the field spoke for itself with a dynamic running game and his tackling brought comments from ref’s and opposing coaches.  An outstanding first season Matt, well done.  A big future.

RYAN POGGI:  Ryan showed this year what a good footballer he is and will be in the future.  He has plenty of ability with his attacking and defensive game a pleasure to watch.  Good effort Ryan.

JARROD MORTIMER:  Jarrod always gave his best both on the field and at training.  A strong running game and not afraid to tackle or have a chat, well done buddy.

JACKSON O’DEMPSEY:  Jack was one of our youngest players, he always had a big smile on his face and really enjoyed his football.  Jack always tried hard to do what was asked of him, and his running and defensive game improved as the season progressed.  Top effort Jack.

LIAM RAPLEY:  Along with all the other boys this was Liam’s first season but you wouldn’t have known that with his great deal of ability and skill.  Liam always tried to score points for his team and was also a key man in defence, making many try saving tackles.  A player for the future, well done Liam.

CAMERON MADDOCKS:  Started the season quietly, but from the first training session showed promise with the boot which was brought to reality in the last two games with spectacular goal kicks that brought the crowd to their knees.  Well done Cameron.

LUKE TISDELL:  With what Luke lacks in size he makes up for with sheer grit and determination.  A good running game and not afraid to tackle, with experience Luke should turn into a good little footy player.  Good effort mate.

RILEY SANDEBURG:  The quiet achiever, Riley always tried his hardest both on the field and at training.  As our youngest player Riley should do well in seasons to come as his confidence builds.  Top effort Riley.

MITCHELL SPENCER:  Started the season with a bang, spilling blood in the first game and never looked back.  Mitchell was always willing to have a go, either running or tackling and never too scared to have a chat.  Good work mate.

LEWIS CASTLE:  Started the season quietly, but suddenly things clicked and suddenly Lewis became a real force in the team.  He tried his hardest on the field and at training and will do well next season.  Thanks Lewis.

DEAN MORTIMER:  I can’t say Dean started off quiet, more the opposite, Dean was never afraid to run the ball when required and tried his hardest all season.  Good effort Dean.

U6 BLUE

COACH:

Mark Dodge

MANAGER:

Phil Richmond

SPONSOR:

Run Amuk

TEAM:

Hayden Ayres, Leroy Connery, Luke Dodge, Jordan Dow,

Nathan Knigge, Blake Lucy, Luke Nichols, Mitchell Pary, 

Luke Richmond, Brad Ring, Josh Sruhan, Alex Teuma


“Dodgie’s Dirty Dozen”

11 wins, 1 draw, 1 loss, 227 points for – 113 against

What a fantastic year, all the boys pitched in every game and showed everyone what Dragons are made of.  There were plenty of tries scored by all team members with all the guys having a good time.

Thanks to all the parents for their help in the canteen, scoring and flag running through the year, and of course the cheer squad giving the guys plenty of support.

A special thanks to Mark for all his time and effort given to the team.  Mark’s skill and knowledge of the game is giving the team a great foundation of skill to build on for years to come.

Thanks to team sponsor Run Amuk for their support throughout the year, with the bbq night a big hit with all.












Phil 

After coaching the A Grade for the past three years, to coach the 6”s was a change that proved to be very rewarding and enjoyable.  To watch these boys in their first years of football developing their football skills to a point where their games became very entertaining and exciting for the spectators, was very fulfilling.

Thank you to all the parents for their support, Col Lucy for his help at training, Andrew Knigge for organising our weekend away.  A special thankyou to Phil Richmond (Philbio) for managing the side.  This was our first year together, it didn’t take us long to form a great partnership.  By the time we see this side through to A Grade we will be close to experts.












Mark 

BEST & FAIREST:  Luke Dodge

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Luke Richmond

HAYDEN AYRES:  (Country Road)  Hayden just keeps getting better and better every year.  A tough player in defence and with some strong running got him over the line a few times through the year.  Also voted the best dressed player at training?

LEROY CONNERY:  A great team player, always there in support and defence, made some great breaks, scoring some good tries and giving us the points when needed.

LUKE DODGE:  (Dodgie)  Luke had a great year, always kept the ball alive with hard running and scoring some great tries through the year, a good tough player in attack and defence.

JORDAN DOW:  J.D. gave Mark a few grey hairs when running up the sideline but always managing the break through the defence, a great support player.

NATHAN KNIGGE:  A great player, always tried his hardest, excellent in defence and scoring some good tries splitting the defence with some excellent runs.

BLAKE LUCY:  Certainly the motivator of the team, always kept all the boys fired up, a good defender and runner of the ball, was missed by the team in the last few games.

LUKE NICHOLS:  One of the faster men in the side, made plenty of ground whenever the ball came his way, scored plenty of points from some good tries, always good in defence.

MITCHELL PARY:  The littlest bloke in the side with the biggest heart, made plenty of metres when he had the ball and finally breaking the line against Kurnell, a good team player.

LUKE RICHMOND:  Certainly determined to get the ball over the line, had a great year in both attack and defence.  Scored some good long range tries, always tried his hardest.

BRAD RING:  Brad is certainly a tough competitor, always on top of the opposition stopping them in their tracks.  Good in attack and scored some terrific tries.

JOSH SRUHAN:  A player with plenty of speed, always had the opposition back peddling with some explosive runs.  Great in defence, a good team player.

ALEX TEUMA:  A late start in the season to get the ball over the line  but once he did there was no stopping him.  Scoring some terrific tries and also pretty good with the boot landing a couple of goals as well.

U7 BLUE

COACH: 

Gavin Hayden

MANAGER
:
Garry Ford

SPONSOR:

K.R.S Electrical

TEAM:

Matthew Ford, Joel Garner, Bryce Lambley, Ryan Illett, 

Aaron Carroll, Bradley Price, Robert Cashman, Dylan Circosta,

Alex Hayden

Firstly I would like to thank all the parents for all their help throughout the season.  I would especially like to thank Garry Ford for his tireless effort as team manager.  The boys in this team made coaching very easy, whether it was in the game or at training, every player gave 100% all the time.  Every player should be proud of what they achieved.

BEST & FAIREST:  Alex Hayden

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Bryce Lambley

MATTHEW FORD:  What can you say about Matt, he’s strong in all aspects of the game.  Matt showed that with his pace and deceptive step he can score from anywhere.  Defensively Matt showed himself to be very strong, topping the tackle count on several occasions.  Definitely a player of the future.

JOEL GARNER:  For one of the smaller guys in the side, Joel showed that he has a big heart, trying hard all year.  Joel ran well with the ball, taking on even the biggest defence.  “Well done Joel.”

BRYCE LAMBLEY:  Bryce proved to be a strong player, with a good understanding for the game.  Bryce tried hard in defence every game.  When he ran with the ball, Bryce was a real problem for the defence, with a great step and a strong fend.  Bryce is certainly a player to watch in the future.  Great season buddy.

RYAN ILLETT:  Ryan joined the team late in the season, but what an impact he made, easily the quickest player on the field, and with a devastating step Ryan showed he can score at will, averaging three tries per game.  Defensively Ryan is as strong as they come, he has the potential to become a champion of the future.

AARON CARROLL:  What a season this guy had, whether it was his strong deceptive running or his brilliant dummy half work, Aaron was always a problem for the defence.  Aaron never stopped working in defence, with some brilliant text book tackling he showed that he can stop even the biggest attackers.  “Big effort Champ.”

BRADLEY PRICE:  Brad “Fittler” Price was an inspiration to the other guys.  He was always smiling and the first at training and games.  He gave his all each week and opened plenty of gaps by dragging five and six defenders with each run.  Brad developed an offload as the season progressed and will be a force to reckon with in years to come.

ROBERT CASHMAN:  Rob showed great improvement in his first season.  As the games went by Rob grew in confidence and showed us some speed he was hiding early on.  He was a little unlucky not to cross the try line but always ran plenty of metres with his “stepping” runs which had the defence confused.  A great effort Rob.

DYLAN CIRCOSTA:  Dylan was the Dean Treister of our team.  He was the man blocking up the middle in defence.  He has the ability to pull down the biggest and fastest and made some darting runs up the middle.  He tried hard all season giving 100% in every game.  I’m sure Dylan will wear the No.9 as the years go by.  Well done Dylan.

ALEX HAYDEN:  Alex “the Axe” played his first game of rugby league this year, but who would have guessed?  This kid is rock solid in defence and was always there in support to finish off a try or to create his own, equal top try scorer for our team.  He was a great organiser in at second receiver and has all the skills which should make him a star of the future.  Keep your eyes out for this kid.

7 RED

COACH:

Ray Beacroft

MANAGER:

Dave Flint

SPONSOR:

KRS Electrical

TEAM: 

Nick Beacroft, Allana Ferguson, Mathew Knigge, 

Hayden Airey, Eathan May, Daniel Sheely, Tyson Rogers,

Dean Robinson.

The team performed well throughout the year only losing three games.  As the year wore on the team matured as young footballers, with the most pleasing aspect of the year being during the last game when the team defended extremely well and out of eight kids, six scored tries by backing up and stringing a number of passes together, some of the tries going the length of the paddock.  The potential from this side is enormous and some very good little footballers developing.

BEST & FAIREST:  Hayden Airey

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Matt Knigge

NICK BEACROFT:  Nick (Golden Falcon) lived up to his reputation of a potential front rower with some big runs up the centre and strong defence in the ruck.  He developed his tackling style during the year and started to read the game very well once he was running in the right direction.  He loves his football and will improve with age.

ALLANA FERGUSON:  Allana has an excellent football brain and is always in the right spot at the right time.  All heart is the only way to describe the way Allana plays the game and gives as good as she gets.  Her smarts and willingness to win got us the victory on a number of occasions during the year.  Great effort Allana.

MATTHEW KNIGGE:  Matty the pocket Dynamo, Matt showed he is a class footballer in the last two games of the year he started to believe in his own ability and scored some good tries but also stopped a few with some great cover defence.  Matt is a pleasure to coach, never a problem and does what is asked of him on the field.  I was very proud of what Matt achieved during the year.

HAYDEN AIREY:  “H” has enough ability in his little finger to do two football sides.  Scored tries in every game, he played with speed and a swerve even David Peachy would be envious of.  “H” also showed this year he has the all round game with some smashing front on tackles and desperate try saving cover defence.  “H” is an outstanding footballer and I will be watching his development over the years to come.

EATHAN MAY:  EJ showed he has a brain for football as the year progressed I leant towards EJ to direct the team around the paddock he played pivot, dummy half and ball distributor for us and did an excellent job of it.  Needs little instruction and can play above and beyond him when he wants to.  EJ is one to watch.

DANIEL SHEELY:  The wild card in the deck, Daniel was very unpredictable every time he ran out onto the field, he just loved being out there with the football in his hand.  Daniel showed, when he put his mind to it, he has what it takes to play well and led the team up all year in defence and always had a word or two for the opposition.  He is a genuine trier and that’s all a coach asks of his players, well done Daniel.

TYSON ROGERS:  Tyson, our smallest player with the biggest heart.  Tyson has fierce determination and a look to go with it, he tried every time he ran out onto the field, unfortunately he missed a few with injury.  He has a halfback cheekiness and a front rowers fire, did what was needed and displayed good football ability.  Thanks for your effort Tyson.

DEAN ROBINSON:  Robbo Junior was the biggest and strongest kid in our side and paired up with Nick to make an awesome front row.  Not many kids wanted to run up the middle when Robbo was standing there.  He also has the ability to make long runs straight up the middle carrying two or three players on his back.  Robbo has, for his age, extraordinary strength and should develop into a good footballer in years to come.  He is a great little bloke and I was proud of his year.  Good one Robbo.

To all the parents and friends who assisted throughout the year, thanks very much, I couldn’t have done it without you.  To the team as a whole, the year was worth every minute, the way they played in the last game really clicking and played as a team which is all I asked all year.  Once again, thanks to everyone for the pleasure of coaching the 1999 Engadine Dragons Under Seven Reds.

UNDER 8A

COACH:

Craig Davies

MANAGER
:
Dennis Cotton

SPONSOR:

C & D Painting

TEAM:

Wayne Bremner, Jack Brubaker, Tyler McGlinchy,

 Sean Capel, Brayden Davies, Jarrad Marshall, Davey Mitchell,

Dane Grove, Brent Howlett, Luke Lomas, Boyd Muntz,

Ben Ryan, Daniel Watts

As my first year as coach with this team it was very pleasing with many highs and very few lows, both on and off the field.  I hope this side can be together for a long time because they have an enormous amount of talent and as the years go on, learn to develop into playing as a team.  This team has the potential to beat any side they come up against.  So therefore, I thank the boys for a good year, Denis Cotton who helped me every week at training and running the water.  Also to all the parents for their help and support whenever anything needed to be done, someone was always there to help.  A special thankyou to Sue Capel for doing all our sewing.  Last but not least a very big thanks to C & D Painting for their continuing sponsorship of this side, it is greatly appreciated.












Craig

BEST & FAIREST:  Luke Lomas

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Sean Capel

WAYNE BREMNER:  Wayne’s first year of football was a good one, his running ability with the ball is his best asset so far.  A strong runner who made ground every time he got the ball.  Also a good tackler, he will improve with every year he continues to play.  Well done on your first season.

JACK BRUBAKER:  Another great year.  What Jack lacks in size he makes up with a big heart and a love for the game.  Jack’s one of the best tacklers in the team and very rarely misses his opposition.  Also he never takes a backward step when he runs with the ball, and when his held always looking to get a pass away.  Well done Jack.

SEAN CAPEL:  Sean also had a good year.  One of the quickest guy’s in the side, his best asset is his running with the ball.  Sean made many metres and scored some good tries with his strong runs.  The biggest improvement was with his tackling.  Every game he grew in confidence and just showed what he is capable of doing to the opposition when he goes in low and hard.  Well done Sean.

BRAYDEN DAVIES:  Brayden’s another player who shows size doesn’t matter when you get in there and have a go.  He probably had the toughest job in the team as first receiver which he did very well.  He also made many metres when he ran with the ball by running straight and hard.  Brayden tackles well often bringing down players twice his size.  A good year mate, keep it up.

DANE GROVE:  Dane’s first year was a pleasing one.  A quiet boy who always listens and was willing to learn, he grew in confidence and improved with every game.  Well done mate, hope to see you again next year.

BRENT HOWLETT:  Another first timer who played well as the season went on.  Once Brent learns to use his size and strength he will be a very good player in years to come.  Look forward to seeing you next year.  Well done Brent.

LUKE LOMAS:  Well what can I say but this kid has the ability to do anything.  He runs strong and hard, very rarely missed tackles and also can offload the ball in tackles.  Luke was a good asset to the team and I hope he stays a Dragon for many years to come.  Well done on the Best and Fairest award Luke.

JARRAD MARSHALL:  Jarrad’s first year was a very good one as well.  This quietly spoken kid just kept on getting better and better every week.  His best asset was his tackling.  He showed that when you tackle around the legs you can bring anyone down to the ground.  He, too will only get better the more seasons he plays.  Well done Jarrad.

TYLER MCGLINCHY:  Tyler also had a task this year as one of our dummy half players in which he did well.  Not getting the chance to have a run as much as the others, but every time he did he ran hard and made many metres.  On the other side of the game, his tackling was outstanding and he never took a backward step when meeting the opposition.  Well done on a good year Tyler.

DAVEY MITCHELL:  Davey is a player with plenty of ability.  He scored many tries this year with his pace, he is developing a nice little sidestep which helped him make a lot of ground when he ran with the ball.  Also a very good tackler who rarely missed his opposition.  He just gets better and better with every match.  Well done Davey.

BOYD MUNTZ:  Boyd started the season slowly but as the year went on played to the best of his ability and what I know he is capable of.  Boyd ran with the ball hard and strong needing two or three people to bring him down every time.  Also his defence improved out of sight and he developed into a good ball and all tackler.  Boyd will become a very good all round player in the years to come.  Well done Boyd.

BEN RYAN:  Our other dummy half who excelled in his job.  Ben didn’t get as many runs with the ball as he should have, but when he ran made many metres from dummy half.  He too is also a very good tackler with very few of his opponents getting past him.  Ben has a very big passion for rugby league and it showed every time he took the field.  Well done Ben.

DANIEL WATTS:  Daniel would be one of the quickest guys in the team and it showed by him being able to score many full length of the field tries.  He would often leave many of his opponents on the ground looking at his back as he ran past them.  He too, on his day, could tackle anyone who came his way.  In the years to come Daniel can only get better and better, I look forward to watching that.  Well done Daniel.

UNDER 9A

COACH:

Mark Elder

SPONSOR:

Engadine Automatics

TEAM:

Steven Coughlan, Josh Davies, Cameron Dunstan, Peter Elder,

Mitchell Floyd, Brett Gibbs, Scott McFadden, Joel Maine,

Corey Muntz, Shane Roach, Thomas Teuma

A bit of a struggle again this year as we were pitted against the very best teams in the Shire, but to the boys credit, in the main, they persevered and aimed up every week to give their best to a losing cause.  In what seemed like a long season at times, we experienced some low points, with some below par performances, but also quite a few good performances as well, our games against St Josephs, and second round games against Gymea and Como come readily to mind.  Certainly our game against Cronulla Caringbah (Premiers) restricting them to 13 points was definitely the highlight of the year.  Hopefully, a fairer grading next year will see the boys in a more competitive environment, playing against teams of similar ability, whereby they will see the rewards in results for playing to and above their potential, and thus feel encouraged to strive harder, achieve more, but more importantly enjoy their football and continue to do so.

I’m sure this can be achieved with the support and backing of the club to the Junior League at grading time next year, as a continuation of the same may see the better players in this age group dejected and lost to the game, sooner rather than later.  

I would like to thank all the parents for their continued support throughout the season, especially Rod Gibbs, Tom Coughlan and Steve McFadden for all their help at training, and on game days, Craig Davies for his help on Thursdays when not with the eights, the A.A. mothers on the hill for sharing the beer after training, and Engadine Automatics for their continued support of our team and the club.  

To all the boys, thank you for your efforts and the respect shown to myself and all the fathers who give their time towards making your season as much fun as possible.  Good luck next year.

BEST & FAIREST:  Steven Coughlan

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Brett Gibbs

STEVEN COUGHLAN:  This was Stevie’s best year yet.  He continues to play well above his size and weight and if his size ever catches up with his will and aggression, he will be unstoppable.  Despite his handicap (who runs the line each week) Steve was our most consistent performer over the season and deserved winner of our Best and Fairest Award.  A great year, well done mate.

JOSH DAVIES:  Josh finished close to the top of points awarded over the year, and although not a standout player, went out and did whatever was asked of him.  As first receiver, Josh’s role was very much that of organiser and calling the shots, and as the year progressed so did he in this role.  One of the few to give his undivided attention at training, Josh knew his job, and I knew he would always go out and do it.  You can’t ask for more.

CAMERON DUNSTAN:  Cam started the year as he finished the last and was going great guns until an ankle injury cost him a few weeks on the sidelines.  His return saw him a little tentative on the ankle for a while, but was still an integral part of our go forward and grunt in defence.  His hit on Gymea’s tough guy in the second round was memorable and left them looking out for him and showed just why he is such an important part of our team.

PETER ELDER:  Mr Reliable at the back, I lost count of the number of tries Peter saved with his defence at fullback.  As our fastest player, Pete needs to go looking for the ball a bit more, and head for open space as not too many players will catch him when he makes a break.  Peter could only train once a week but he made the most of that time to learn and that showed week in, week out when it came time to play.

MITCHELL FLOYD:  Mitch was our dummy half again this year, a job he knows and does well, always on the spot and very rarely throwing a bad pass.  Mitchell’s highlight was no doubt his game against St Joseph’s, far and away the best game he has ever played, especially in defence, but needs to stand up and do so more often.  He has the know how, has the abililty, and just needs the confidence to know he can do it each week.

BRETT GIBBS:  The quiet achiever, you barely know Brett’s around, but he pays attention at training, never gives less than 100% and is one of the toughest boys we have.  Brett took some terrible knocks during the year, but always aimed up again.  Brett is deceptively fast and very rarely did the opposition run around or through him.  He had, I thought, a great year and if he progresses next year as he did this year, will be more than a handful for any opposition.

SCOTT MCFADDEN:  Scott came up this year from the B grade and held his own against kids much bigger and faster than himself.  A terrier in defence, Scott’s lack of size certainly doesn’t mean lack of heart, and as such, took a few knocks during the year.  Scott’s biggest flaw is his lack of attention at training and if he overcomes this, will progress a lot further, a lot faster, but even so, should be well pleased with his efforts as the step from B grade is a big one.

JOEL MAINE:  Another player to make the jump to A grade, Joel had a very good year, knew his position, rarely left it and defended well the whole season.  He is very nippy with the ball in his hands, difficult to tackle and his try against Gymea in the second round was one of the best individual efforts of the year.  Another player who could show a little more attention at training, especially as he could only train once a week.  Special mention to mum and dad who made the trek from Campbelltown each and every week so Joel could play with his mates.  Champion stuff.

COREY MUNTZ:  Corey had another solid year, always making the hard yards, and doing the job in defence with a minimum of fuss.  Corey rarely missed training and always did whatever was asked of him.  If all the boys took a leaf from his book, a lot better team we would have.  As the season rolled on, he seemed to become more boisterous at training and more confident on the field, and will only get better in the years ahead.  Well done.

SHANE ROACH:  Shane came up from the B grade and proved to be very much a mixed bag.  He does both some great things and others not so great on the field, could very easily be one of the better players in the grade, but appears not to want to even play the game at times.  If he pays more attention at training, and takes that into a game, he could, with the talent he has, be quite a spectacular player.  The choice is his.

THOMAS TEUMA:  Thomas had a good year, but you always felt there could have been much more.  Big, strong, with a good fend, dummy, side step, jink, Thomas has it all there somewhere, we just need to find it a little more often, and he could be a real impact player for us in the years to come.  A good though sometimes lazy trainer, Thomas needs to have more confidence in his own ability, and when that comes, he will really flourish as a player.

UNDER 9B

COACH:

Colin McKinley

MANAGER: 
Donna McKinley

TEAM:

Paul Bremner, Clark Cashman, Stephen Clark, Tristan Curtis,

Kristie Hatch, JR Hunt, Heath Laing, Adam McKinley, Travis Ring, Khan Salamalikis, Chris Stanley, Kupe Tauwhare

What a year.  The guys far exceeded my expectations.  With so many new players joining the team, I thought it would take them some time to get it together.  They trained well pre season and after winning the first official game of the year, they looked like a team that had played together for a few years.  We won four games in a row mid season and were looking at the possibility of a semi spot.  The guys played their best game against the undefeated minor premiers giving them a real workout for the full thirty minutes.  We then fell into a bit of a slump and turned in a few disappointing games ending our semi’s hopes, however, to win half of our games this year was a tremendous result.  Well done guys.  Next year sees us on a bigger paddock, so it’s back to the drawing board, but I’m sure it will be just as successful with the faster runners using the extra room to their advantage.

Thanks to all our parents who helped the club throughout the season, we had a big roll up to the pub raffle, parents to ground control on both occasions, and always representation to canteen duties at home games.  And thanks also to my wife and team manager Donna, who does all the behind the scenes jobs leaving me free to only have to worry about coaching.  Have a safe and happy Christmas and we hope to see you all back next year.












Col

BEST & FAIREST:  Clark Cashman

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Tristan Curtis

PAUL BREMNER:  Our first receiver this year.  Paul teamed up with Clarky at dummy half extremely well throughout the season.  Paul’s skills are coming along well with a side step and dummy already a part of his game. He could find the try line a bit more next year with the extra room on the field.

CLARK CASHMAN:  Clark was a new addition to the team and had a great first year in league crossing the try line on two occasions, the first being the most memorable.  After he broke the defence and found open ground it took him a moment to realise it was try time.  Clark too, will find the bigger field will suit his running game.

STEPHEN CLARK:  Yet again a fantastic year for Clarky finishing the year with thirteen tries.  This was Stephen’s second year at dummy half and his ability to get quickly to his position was a great benefit to the team.  Stephen attacks very well from the ruck area finding the gaps, enabling him to break the defensive line.

TRISTAN CURTIS:  Bluey had a great season snowballing with two barging tries in our last game.  He has no fear of the opposition and was keen to tell them as he dragged four or five of them towards their own try line.  He played well in the mid field and was consistently the first man to lead the team to the attacking line.  See you next year Bluey or else.

KRISTIE HATCH:  This too was Kristie’s first year at league and after the way she committed herself throughout the season hopefully it won’t be her last.  Kristie is more than capable of dragging down the opposition regardless of their size.  As her confidence grows next year her running game will improve greatly.

JR HUNT:  JR played consistently all year and being bigger than most of the other kids he made plenty of yards with his “Martin Lang” style of hit ups and his ability to pop a pass when stopped.  Could do a bit more damage next year if he drove harder when tackling.

HEATH LAING:  Heath also a first timer and his eagerness to listen and learn made it a successful start to his football career as he scored two tries.  Being a little smaller than some didn’t deter Heath from having a go in defence or attack.

ADAM MCKINLEY:  Adam’s defence improved towards the end of the season, cutting off the opposition out wide.  He also put in a bit more effort with his hit ups as he approached the defensive line.  The pressure will be on even more next year with the extra yards to defend out wide.

TRAVIS RING:  Travis had another solid year.  His tackling efforts were a big improvement on last year, as was his attack, learning to keep away from the touch line.  Trav is always well behaved and willing to listen at training which goes to making my job a lot easier.  Congratulations Travis for kicking that goal in our last game.

KHAN SALAMALIKIS:  His great year at full back was once again what saved us on a few occasions this year.  Khan is always dangerous when he runs with the ball and isn’t scared to take on down the touch line which played a big part in his seven tries this season.  His positional play will be relied upon even more next year when the kicks become part of the game.

CHRIS STANLEY:  Had a fine first year with the team playing out on the wing.  His speed and defence out wide was a great addition to the team.  Chris showed a great tackling style taking the legs out from under most of the kids that took him on down the line.

KUPE TAUWHARE:  In his second year with the team Kupe’s confidence grew and his hit ups intensified as the season went on gaining us plenty of yards.  As he continues to grow he’ll be relied upon to charge at the opposition even more.

UNDER 10B1

COACH:

Brett Rogers

MANAGER:

Nina Ferguson

SPONSORS:

GWF Transport, KRS Electrical


TEAM:

Brett Atkin, Stuart Brown, Nathan Dibb, Dane Ferguson,

Tom Ryan,Daniel Gough, Shane Huntingdon, Ben Leppard,

Logan McGlinchy, Reece Piper, Jarryd Richards,

Kyle Rogers, Stephen Ring

We got off to a slow start this year, not knowing how the teams would pan out, but after a year that started with some of the guys never having played before and those that had only seemed to know how to “go it alone”. You guy’s managed to put it together and we really played some great football in the last round.  We really had to start the season off from scratch this year, with most of the basic skills having been forgotten and the whole concept of team spirit gone, but to your credit guys, you rallied and we were impressed.  The improvement you guys showed was terrific and the sheer determination was pretty to watch.  We hope that next year will see you all returning to play the same way that you did in the second half of most of those last few games.

Next year at training you will all need to take it a bit more seriously, because the competition’s are only going to get harder.  You guys have a terrific amount of potential and with less mucking around at training and more concentration on learning skills and teamwork will certainly see you lot winning more games.

Thanks to those parents who took the time and interest to help at training and pre game warm ups.  Also the ones that ran the line, scored and took the tackle count.  We couldn’t have done it without you.  I’m sure next year with a bit more positive attitude and support from the parents and less worrying about other teams you’ll have a lot better season.

A special thanks to Gavin Fisher of GWF Transport and Craig Airey of KRS Electrical for their team sponsorship and the donation of raffle prizes, without them the team raffle would not be possible.  Last but not least a big congratulations to Craig, Tracy, Paul and the boys from 10B2'’ on winning their Grand Final.

BEST & FAIREST:  Thomas Ryan

BEST & FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Shane Huntingdon

MOST IMPROVED:  Logan McGlinchy

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Brett Atkin

BRETT ATKIN:  A workhorse…This was Brett’s first year playing football, but you wouldn’t have guessed it.  This kid had one of the highest tackle counts every week and put his all into every tackle.  It got so that the other teams tried their hardest to steer clear because he took them down so hard.  Brett’s attacking game was terrific, he ran hard and straight and as he got more experience towards the end of the season he was looking to offload when the opportunity arose.  Great season Brett.

STUART BROWN:  Stuart showed us quite a few times this year that he is very capable of holding his own on the field.  He runs hard and fast with the ball when given the opportunity and tackles very well when he wants.  All we have to do now is to get him to concentrate and put all his energy into playing.  See you next year.

NATHAN DIBB:  “Dibbo” played a good game all year, his strongest point was always attacking, with his ability to step around most opposing players and although he only had a few runs every game, he always had the other team retreating.  When Dibbo was concentrating his defence was great.  It is obvious that Dibbo has a long way to go in his football career. Well done Dibbo.

DANE FERGUSON:  Fergo has come a long way and the improvement really showed this year.  His job this year was at first receiver and he took this responsibility seriously and didn’t let the team down.  There was no-one on that paddock that could throw a ball as well as this kid.  His tackling went from zero to being a serious contributor.  Fergo kicked a heap of conversions which made the difference in a couple of games.  Well done Fergo.

DANIEL GOUGH:  “Goughy” would have to be the teams gentleman and a pleasure to coach.  He always listened at training and applied the skills in the game.  Daniel played on the wing this season and he always played his hardest.  When it came to the game and he had to tackle someone, it was nearly always around the legs and if his team mates needed help bringing down the opposition, he was there.  Good year Daniel.

SHANE HUNTINGDON:  This was Shane’s first year playing league and showed quite clearly that he has a great deal of potential yet to come.  On his day Shane showed that he had all the tactics to outrun the opposition and he scored some beautiful tries.  When Shane decided that he was going to tackle the other team, there was no stopping him and they came down hard.  Great season Shane.

BEN LAPPARD:  Ben joined our team late in the season and weren’t we all happy that he did.  He played a strong game every week with hit-up after hit-up that consistently made us either good ground or a try.  He has a long way to go in football and it will be great to see the results ‘cause this guy has got talent.  Ben’s defensive game was always as good as his attack.  See you next year Ben.

LOGAN MCGLINCHY:  Logan always had a “never say die” attitude.  All season Logan played a great game running hard and tackling everything that moved.  Logan played in the centre’s all year and quite often the play hinged on the timing of his passes.  Another workhorse in both attack and defence, the team would be worse off without you.  See you next year.

REECE PIPER:  Reece was given the wing this year although not really liking the position he realised that not everyone gets to play their favourite position.  We he got the ball and ran hard the opposition had trouble stopping him.  He learnt he can tackle hard and not get hurt.  See you next year.

JARRYD RICHARDS:  Week after week, Jarryd put his body on the line with the seasons most spectacular try saving tackles.  It was obvious to all watching that he loved it cause he just kept smashing them in defence.  When Jarryd put his mind to it he made some great runs with the determination that often broke through many defences.  Great year Jarryd.

KYLE ROGERS:  Kyle played dummy half this year and tried his hardest to do it to the best of his ability.  Although he made a few mistakes he tried to learn from them and fix the problems.  Kyle has the ability to run the ball up and tackle well.  With a bit more confidence I am sure we will see more of this in years to come.  Good effort Kyle, see you next year.

STEPHEN RING:  What a powerhouse!  When Steve ran on to that ball not only did he scare the defence, but he also either made heaps of ground or scored a beautiful runaway try.  Steve has a long way to go in football, he’s got the size and I’m sure with a lot of hard training and concentration he’ll turn out to be a fine fotballer.  See you next year.

TOM RYAN:  A terrific all round player is Tom.  Every game he put all his efforts in and the results were outstanding.  Tom has a step to be envied, can dummy beautifully and tackle with finesse.  As the season progressed, Tom was looking to offload when he came up to a solid defence.  Terrific season Tom.

UNDER 10B2 - PREMIERS

COACH:

Craig Airey

MANAGER:

Tracy May

SPONSORS:

GWF Transport, KRS Electrical

TEAM:

Josh Bell, Jason Raper, Clint McNamara, Brett Gould, Kyle May,

Matt Towell, Daniel Hayden, Dane Ford, Kurt Hayward, Nathan Airey, Justin Crean, Dean Hayward, Brendan Smith

Whilst winning the premiership was not a priority at the start of the season it certainly made the season more rewarding for all involved with both the under 10 sides.  Unlike some of the parents from the 10B1’s, the coaching, management and players of both sides understood the circumstances surrounding why the players were put in their respective teams.  Whilst playing at different grounds we hoped that the players would support each other and feel as though they were one side.  Unfortunately I was not asked to explain how the teams were chosen, however the decision was solely mine.

There were many high points during the season, however it was the game against our own club that saddened me the most.  Having five players out of twelve that had not played rugby league before I thought that we might struggle early on in the season however, due to their willingness to learn they went through to the finals series before losing a game.

Coaching any side takes a lot of commitment and dedication however this year the task was made much simpler, not only were the boys a pleasure to coach I also had some pretty helpful assistance.  Manager Tracy “BJ” May was of great assistance, at no stage of the season did she leave anything to doubt, her willingness and eagerness to ensure that my task was simplified did not go unnoticed.  On a few occasions I was forced to miss a game or two as well as several training sessions, our trainer Paul Raper took control and was a fine assistant, not only did he help on game day; Paul also attended every training session helping with the coaching duties.  Thanks Paul, without you assistance we may not have ended the season on such a high note.

Our ball boy, Dane Raper was eager and enthusiastic and provided many highlights throughout the season, thanks Dane for the effort.

We often needed to call on the younger sides for help as we ran short of players.  Hayden Airey, Eathan May and Nicholas Beecroft lent a hand and played several games.  A huge effort considering these boys came from the under 7’s.  Thanks also to Clark Cashman and Adam McKinley, from  the 9B’s, who substituted in the finals games.  Your contribution helped us achieve our final result.

I would also like to thank Brett Rogers who often gave plenty of his time to help and support this side.  Brett also coached the 10B1’s and along with Nina and Brett Ferguson often pitched in and helped whenever needed.

Once again Gavin Fisher provided his financial support for this side and as usual the big fella did it with no fuss.  A special mention to the club executives and especially Larry Warner, Lenny Cousemacker and John Palmer, thanks for your consideration towards the youth of the Dragons.

I can only say thankyou to the parents of my side for the support and understanding throughout the season.  You should be very proud of your children, I know that it is only a kid’s comp, however it is the way every child in my side conducted himself that was special, not once did I have any reason to be disappointed with their behavior whilst in my control.

Finally thankyou to the young men that made up the under 10B2’s your effort this year will ensure that this side remains competitive and you will give the A competition a shake in the years to come.

BEST & FAIREST:  Josh Bell

BEST & FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Nathan Airey

MOST IMPROVED:  Clint McNamara

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Jason Raper

JOSH BELL:  Wow this boy can play!  If anyone saw Josh at the beginning of the season they would have seen his enormous potential but also a young man that got frustrated with his mistakes.  Josh listened and became our driving force this year.  A great running forward and a ferocious defender, his fellow players admired his stature and he left nobody in doubt that he is a player of future years.  Well done Josh and thanks for your effort over the season.

JASON RAPER:  If Josh was our muscle then Jason was our brain.  Jason has the ability to read the play well above his years, his skill level is exceptional and his leadership qualities are fine.  Jason had a fine year and whilst Jason was praised for his good work this year it was his ability to handle adversity and criticism that impressed me.  The team responded well to Jason and his contribution this year and that was one of the reasons for our success.

CLINT MCNAMARA:  Another of the new boys to league, Clint took no time at all to find his feet.  His defence was outstanding and whilst he played in the most important position, dummy half, he proved to be an elusive runner and a quick thinker.  Scored a great try from dummy half in the grand final and produced a man of the match performance in front of his harem.  You should be very proud of your effort this year.

BRETT GOULD:  This kid must have killed a black cat, walked under a ladder and broke ten mirrors.  Two broken legs in one season is a huge effort even if you were trying.  Brett joined the Dragons form the Yarrawarrah Tigers this year and displayed his abilities in the early games before breaking his leg for the first time.  Coming back from injury, Brett was never going to take it easy and unfortunately an off field incident robbed Brett of a Grand Final and us of his huge ability.  Don’t worry Brett next year will be huge!

KYLE MAY:  Kyle enjoyed a great year and is another member that has been with the side since the under sixes.  Coming from a family with three footy mad boys has enabled Kyle to hone his skills with plenty of backyard footy.  Kyle’s massive frame enabled him to score many fine tries and his darting runs often made valuable yards.  Kyle’s defence was outstanding, particularly from marker.  The season ended too quickly for Kyle as he saved the best until the end of the season.

MATT TOWELL:  As usual Matt was impressive this season.  Matt’s work rate was exceptionally high and he would often complain that he was not getting enough of the ball.  Matt’s running game often got us out of plenty of trouble and his determination saw him cross for many tries.  Matt’s ability has been well noted and again this season proved that he deserves the respect of his fellow players.  Formed a great partnership with Nathan and look out for a big 2000 from Matt.

DANIEL HAYDEN:  Our ball playing prop formed one half of the dynamic duo with Josh.  Daniel had a fine season this year particularly when the going was tough.  He showed that he has the ability to slip a pass or steam roll the opposition.  Daniel also turned his hand to goal kicking this season and was our first choice kicker.  Daniel works hard at his game and is an easy kid to coach, spends plenty of time with his dad down at Anzac honing his skills.

DANE FORD:  Can this kid talk!  Dane’s season was again high class, however his quiet manner often saw him overlooked when selecting runners.  When he did get the ball Dane was amongst the fastest in the comp and scored plenty of tries.  Dane was struck down with a mystery virus for the first semi, our only loss of the year, and his absence allowed the opposition the room to move.  A class defender and a great kid to have in any side.

KURT HAYWARD:  Or is it Dean Hayward?!  Kurt came to the Dragons fresh from soccer this year and instantly picked up the basics.  A very naturally gifted defender who, with his brother, led the way in defence.  I have no doubt Kurt’s contribution this season was a major reason for our success.  Whilst still grasping the running side of league Kurt shows enough to suggest that next year he shall blossom.

NATHAN AIREY:  Nathan had a great season and crossed for plenty of tries this year.  He is a well-balanced runner and has plenty of pace.  Nathan is prepared to back his own ability and in time shall mature into a class player.  A key member of the team who played with an injury throughout the finals but refused to sit and watch.  It’s a pity Nathan’s headed off to join the black cats next year!  A great season from Scarey.

JUSTIN CREAN:  Over from soccer this year and all the way from Cronulla, Justin improved with every game he played.  For his first year in league Justin just needed to gain some confidence and then he was away.  Justin has plenty of pace and was not afraid of the hard work, he always made plenty of yards and was finding his feet as the season finished.  Justin should be looking forward to a big season next year.

DEAN HAYWARD:  Thanks to his dad, I was able to tell the two boys apart whilst on the field, however even though they are twins and should be taken on their individual efforts, like Kurt, Dean is an outstanding prospect.  Dean would often tackle the opposition into submission with copybook tackles.  Dean is also a determined player who will not take a backward step.  I can see that even though the Hayward boys are in their first year of league there have been plenty of backyard footy games played between these two, with more to come.

BRENDAN SMITH:  Over from the shin kickers Brendan was torn between soccer and league.  An early season lapse in judgement saw Brendan off to play with the round ball only to come to his senses and return to league.  Coming from a footballing family Brendan was always going to be a success at league and continued to improve throughout the season.  Brendan is a great runner with the football and his determination saw him cross the line for many fine tries.

UNDER 11A - MINOR PREMIERS & PREMIERS

COACH:

Greg Townsend

MANAGER:

Len Cousemacker

SPONSOR:

Southern Suburbs Physiotherapy

TEAM:

Matt Mortimer, Blake James, Ashley Tasker, Daniel Smith, 

Leigh Capel, Ryan Carr, Nathan Bullock, Luke Townsend,

Chrys O’Reilly, Adam Dransfield, Mitch Neyland, 

Mitchell Kryvulycz, Paul Scotland, Ken Hyde

Conceding one loss and winning the grand final 27 to 7 this team has won four comps in a row.  Playing with flair and intelligence beyond their years this team has proven to be a very special side.  It seems incredible that a team this age could concentrate and stick to a game plan with complete dedication as this team did in the grand final.  It seems a certainty that if they stick together they will go on to bigger and better things and representative selection is a certainty.

Len, Rob and myself would like to thank all the parents for their help and support throughout the year, and thanks also to the grandparents and relatives for their support and loyalty.  Many friendships have been forged over the six years this team has been together, and this makes it all so very worthwhile.

BEST & FAIREST:  Adam Dransfield

BEST & FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Paul Scotland

MOST IMPROVED:  Matt Mortimer

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Mitchell Kryvulycz

MATT MORTIMER:  A very capable and versatile player Matt is able to slot into many different positions, and this makes him a valuable asset when injuries occur to key players.  A quiet boy with a big smile Matt is an easy boy to train and is certainly this years big improver.  Good work Matt.

BLAKE JAMES:  When Blake is playing dummy half he controls the rucks and distributes the ball with intelligence and when playing out wide his speed and flair proves a handful for the defence.  A cool dude who never gets flustered Blake plays well above his weight and puts the biggest of players on the ground with solid defence.  Blakes speed has increased considerably since Zeus has joined the family.

ASHLEY TASKER:  This was Ashley’s first year with us and proved himself a valuable acquisition.  Taking the ball up with confidence and hitting the line ferociously, he always made valuable ground when it was needed.  Ashley also pulled off some huge hits in defence.  The opposition was made to think twice when hard hitting Ritto went off for a rest and on came Ashley.  Definitely the rookie of the year.

DANIEL SMITH:  A very safe wide defender, Dan is also known for his ability to clean up loose balls and defuse any bombs which may come his way.  Dan also has the uncanny ability to elude the defence when there seems no way out.  A good kid to train Dan always does his best to carry out instructions with a mischievous grin on his face.  When Dan starts work he will make a great telephonist.

LEIGH CAPEL:  Strong, hard, straight and positive running is Leigh’s best asset.  Scoring some absolute gems of tries that always brought the crowd to their feet, Leigh is an exciting player who sets alarm bells ringing for the opposition every time he touches the ball.  He also improved his tackling this season and brought off some try saving efforts.  Good work Leigh, you continue to improve each year.

RYAN CARR:  Another excitement machine who possesses incredible acceleration and will o’ the wisp side steps.  It is hard to believe that this slightly built lad is also one of the teams best hit men.  Ryan’s low and hard tackles drive much bigger opponents backwards and often stops them in their tracks.  A player who can be a match winner, Ryan is a player with a future.  Onyer Ryan!

NATHAN BULLOCK:  Nathan had a fairly slow start to the season because of a nagging leg injury but was soon back to his best with powerful runs up the middle.  Very hard to pull down once he gets going “Ritto” is a commanding figure out in the middle and makes up many hard yards.  Nathan has also become very adept at the off load and has set up his supports to make more ground.  Robbie Kearns lookout!  Nathan also has improved his defence with some great hits causing his opposition to look for him each time they take up the ball.  Great work Ritto.

LUKE TOWNSEND:  This dynamic forward never takes a backward step and plays the game with fierce determination.  Working hard in the rucks and setting up the outside runners, Luke is the complete forward.  His devastating tackles and his running into the gaps rounds off an awesome pack.  A quiet easy going boy, Luke is a good trainer and always listens to instructions and is an essential part of the team.  Top stuff Luke!

CHRYS O’REILLY:  I have often said there seems to be two of this guy the way he covers ground and is always on the ball.  Chrys plays intelligently and has great anticipation.  He seems to bob up out of nowhere, when a try is threatening, and defuses a dangerous situation.  Chrys distributes the ball very professionally and has the uncanny ability to pass it in the most advantageous direction.  The half back of the best half back-five eight combination since Sterling and Kenny, Chrys continues to power.  Keep up the good work big “O”.

ADAM DRANSFIELD:  The second part of the famous pair Adam ranks as one of the best five-eights at this age I have seen, and that includes Adam Napper and Paul Bell.  The teams play maker and tactician Adams all round game is awesome to behold.  His kicks in general play are worthy of a Mitch Healey and his low copy book around the legs tackles often brings the crowd to stand and applaud.  Addo scored one of the best individual tries you could ever wish to see.  Chipping over the top and dashing to the spot he knew the ball would bounce, Adam took the ball at top speed and burst over for a great try.  Adam, you are HUGE!

MITCH NEYLAND:  A champion fullback and all round great player Mitch had a wonderful season.  It hardly seems possible that Mitch could improve any more but each season he seems to lift his considerable skills to newer heights.  Mitch scored some of the best tries of his illustrious career.  Also it is a very rare occasion when Mitch misses a tackle in the fullback position, which is a very difficult tackle to make.  In the six years Mitch has been playing he has been the first kicker yet this year is the first time he has missed a goal, which is testimony to how seriously dedicated he is.  As well as being a champion player Mitch is also a champion lad.  Thanks Mitch.

KEN HYDE:  Captain and great all round player Ken is also a great character.  Ken leads by example and has the respect of all his players.  With great natural ability and anticipation he backs up the runners and can sniff out a try like a bloodhound.  Though only slightly built Ken plays well above his weight.  With strong straight running Ken also tackles without fear. One of Ken’s great characteristics is his great talking ability.  With a wide vocabulary for his age Ken could sell a fridge to an eskimo.  Stick with it Ken, you’re a champ.

MITCHELL KRYVULYCZ:  In his first year with us, having come over from Menai, it didn’t take Mitch long to settle in and prove he was the buy of the year.  A very mobile lock with incredible anticipation and a great pair of hands Mitch is a high class and dedicated player.  Whenever our defence was broken his second line of defence was immaculate.  Always Johnny on the spot in attack and defence Mitch was there to clean up any lapses or sloppy handling.  An easy boy to train and who always listens, Mitch is serious about his sport.  Mitch, WELCOME!

PAUL SCOTLAND:  Scotland the brave had another fine season and is improving his skills each game.  A hard runner who seems to get through heavy traffic with ease Paul scored the first try of the match almost every week.  With a strong fend and the best off load in the game Paul is a powerful attacking machine that is awesome to behold.  Keep up the good work Paul, and you will certainly go places.  An unassuming, easy going dude, Paul is a pleasure to train and to know.  Good stuff Paul.

UNDER 12B - MINOR PREMIERS & PREMIERS

COACH:

Brett May

MANAGER:

Mark Chapman

ASST COACH:
Chris Hatch

SPONSOR:

Engadine Plumbing Supplies

TEAM:

Shane Chapman, Matt James, Daniel Buxton, Ryan May, 

Ryan Smith, Kyle Blair, Chris Bellizia, Blake Cashman, 

Brad Chandler, Mitch Hatch, Stuart Dibb, Nathan Shaw, 

Brett Wright, Tui Tauwhare, Matt Hunt, Tyson Mangioni,

Dylan Tonkin, Ryan Sherwood, Cameron Ring

A most enjoyable season.  We went through ’98 in the A’s without a win but these kids showed us what this game is all about by sticking together and being good mates.  The ’99 season came along and with a change to the B comp and some new faces we looked ahead with confidence and what a year it turned out to be.

For these kids to play with their passion and pride was a privilege to be a part of for all of us.  Minor Premiers, Grand Finalists and Premiers, be proud of what you achieved this year boys as it was your doing and you all deserve the rewards that come your way.

I would like to thank our manager Mark Chapman for his help during the season, I know he won’t forget it for quite a while.  To Chris Hatch, thanks for sticking by for the ride.  We knew we had it right and the boys showed us we were right.

Special thanks to our sponsor Engadine Plumbing Supplies, their support is appreciated and I hope we can continue this successful combination in the future.  I would also like to thank Craig Airey for his help during the finals and to Keith Holman on grand final day, a special privilege for us all.  Congratulations also to the Under 10’s & 11’s, and what a great day for the Dragons and hopefully we can build on this for the future.  Thanks also to Rod Waudby for looking after the team videos.

BEST & FAIREST:  Shane Chapman

BEST & FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Matt James

MOST IMPROVED:  Nathan Shaw

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Daniel Buxton

SHANE CHAPMAN:  Captain, Halfback.  A natural leader and footballer in one.  Shane has unlimited potential and played his heart out in every match.  Shane reads a game exceptionally well and is as tough as they come.  In my opinion the best player in the comp, well done mate.

MATT JAMES:  Vice Captain, Lock.  Haircut had a great year and deserved the vice captain role.  Another kid with heaps of potential who plays the game with plenty of heart.  A strong back rower who can make a break in the blink of an eye.  Good cover defender and one of the teams real characters.  Well done Matt.

DANIEL BUXTON:  Five-eight.  One of our major off season signings from Yarrawarrah and certainly worth every cent.  Strong attacking player with a good football brain who scored hundreds of tries.  A gutsy defender who is passionate about his footy and mates, and also had a great finals series.  A great kid to coach.

RYAN MAY:  Inside Centre.  This strapping young man also loves his football and played accordingly.  Always there to lend a hand for his mates and helped to give good service to our outside backs.  Loves to win, well done Rhino.

RYAN SMITH:  Outside Centre.  Smithy only knows one way to run and that is string and hard.  A good defender who has plenty of acceleration and scored some great tries during the season.  Also another favourite with his team mates.  Good work Ryan.

KYLE BLAIR:  Wing/Fullback.  Kyle has one of the best tackling techniques you would hope to see.  A very tough young man who proves size doesn’t matter.  Not only played well on the wing but also excelled at fullback.  Good work Kyle.

CHRIS BELLIZIA:  Wing.  A very strong kid who proved to be a handful to many opposing wingers.  Scored some good team tries and also showed good ball skills to set some up.  Well done Chris.

BLAKE CASHMAN:  Wing/Fullback.  Blake loves his football and it shows in his play.  A strong runner and good defender who also scored some great team tries.  A very good goal kicker who has pace to burn.  Well done Blake.

BRAD CHANDLER:  Wing.  One of the team’s quiet achievers who loves to play with his mates.  Brad played solidly on the wing and always made the most of his opportunities.  Well done Brad.

MITCH HATCH:  Fullback.  Mitch had a top year at fullback and enjoyed this new role and gave it everything he had.  He loves his footy and always trained with 100% effort; made his dad a happy man.  Good work Mitch.

STUART DIBB:  Front Row.  A very passionate young footballer and a pleasure to coach.  Stuart has a very strong kicking game and a good football brain; never stops trying and is always on hand to inspire his teammates.  Can kick goals with his eyes shut.  Well done Stuart.

NATHAN SHAW:  Hooker.  Nathan had a tremendous year.  The type of forward every team needs, never stops all day. His dummy half work was all class and his defence was tireless.  Great work Nathan.

BRETT WRIGHT:  Front Row.  I’m sure there are still plenty of opposition forwards still having nightmares over Brett’s bulldozing charges.  Doesn’t know the meaning of giving up and always gave us that thrust up front all good teams need.  Scored some good individual tries and started to offload as the season progressed.  Well done Brett.

TUI TAUWHARE:  Front Row.  An exceptionally popular young man with team mates and parents.  Tui was new to us this year but never shirked anything we asked of him which set a great example to his team mates.  Always smiling and willing to learn and got more involved as the year progressed.  A pleasure to coach!

MATT HUNT:  Second Row.  Matt had a strong season and it was great to see him enjoying his footy.  His strong charges up the middle were great to see and Matt was always looking to offload the footy.  Always all over the park in defence and a very popular member of our team.

TYSON MANGIONI:  Second Row.  Another ‘tough as teak’ forward who loves to get amongst it.  Tyson had a fine year with his strong runs and also hits hard in defence.  Has his own personal cheer squad who enjoyed his contributions.  Great work Tyson.

DYLAN TONKIN:  Second Row.  Our second major signing from Yarrawarrah and what a good one.  A very strong runner of the football who is a great team player.  Excellent trainer who is very popular with his mates.  A talented young man, well done Dylan.

RYAN SHERWOOD:  Second Row/Front Row.  Ryan had a strong season in both attack and defence.  Not afraid to throw his body on the line and did this with great effect stopping many opposition attacking raids.  A pleasure to coach, good work Ryan.

CAMERON RING:  Lock.  Cameron is a talented player who shows plenty of football skills.  A strong runner with a good step who always comes up with new ways to entertain his team mates.  Well done Cameron.

UNDER 13A

COACH:

Trevor Bailey

MANAGER:  
Darren Neville

SPONSOR:  

Payn Building

TEAM:

Daniel Brubaker, Blake Cole, Tom Cotton, Ben Crook,

James Forrest, Matthew Gordon, Matthew Gough,

Andrew Hyde, Chris Irwin, Nathan Kenaly, Joel Mann,

Kurt Marsh, Tim McMahon, Rhys Mowlam, Jason Muntz,

Chris Nelson, Mitchell O'Reilly, Corrie Payn, Tim Spencer

BEST & FAIREST:  Chris Irwin

BEST & FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Kurt Marsh

MOST IMPROVED:  James Forrest

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD:  Tim Spencer

This was the toughest season of footy our boys have played, the Junior League in their wisdom put us up to A grade.  Without winning a B grade premiership, I personally found this decision to be in the A grade very unfair to our boys.  It is hard enough to keep boys interested in playing without being slammed week in and week out.  We did not help ourselves with our training performances and this also reflected in our results.

That said, we had some very fine positives come from this season.  We found the game much faster, stronger and smarter in the A grade and these are all areas in which individual players improved themselves.  Tackling has never been our strength and it took our youngest player, Chris Irwin, to lead us in this department.  Chris’s tackling and his determination to play for all of the game earned him our Best and Fairest Award for this year.

Our front rowers, Chris, Joel and Tim began the season slowly but by years end had learnt the determination and toughness that comes with their position.  Second rowers, Daniel and Matthew failed to show their best and need a little concentration on the training paddock.  James Forrest also played second row and toward the end of the season became one of our leading forwards.  James’ performances earned him our Most Improved player award.

Chris at lock and Andrew at hooker made up our forward pack, sorry, Andrew never just makes up the numbers, he is an outstanding player for his size and temperament.  Jason did not grow and did not quite grasp the entirety of the half back position for this level of footy, but for the smallest boy in the comp, showed he could still do it.

Blake finished the season at five eighth and along with Jason showed great courage for one so small. Our attacking strength was in our centres with Tim and Kurt.  Kurt was our fastest runner and scored most of the team tries for the season.  He also showed the most concentration of any player, and this helped Kurt to also defend extremely well.  Kurt won our Runner Up Best and Fairest award.  Pound for pound Tim is the strongest, most determined footballer I have seen for some time.  I would like to see these two playing together still in a few years time.  Rhys, Mitchell, Matthew and Blake rotated on the wing, with all players doing very well for their team and themselves on occasions throughout the season.  Ben in his first season became an instant fullback and it was only because of a broken finger that Ben did not finish much higher in the Best and Fairest count.

I apologise for the shortened report and I would like to thank once again all our parents for a great five years.  This was my last season with the boys and I wish you all well for the coming seasons.

Special thanks to Brad Marshall for his contribution throughout the whole season.


Trevor
UNDER 15

COACH:

Randall Diamond

MANAGER:

Paul Tolhurst

SPONSOR:

Crossley Coaches

TEAM:

Josh Rose, Ryan Laker, John Clarke, Brendon Smith,Chad Cashman,

Chris Roberts, Chris Reagan, James Mollard, Scott Nancarrow,

Rodney Woodruff, David Saffioti,Brett Bullock, Chris Marshall,

Matt McKenzie,Tim Rose, Joel Cheeseman

A mixed season and hard to back up every week as you guys did when we only won one game.  That showed good courage.  Stay together as a team and you will progress.  Nice to see so many parents supporting us every game.  Keep it up boys, well done!!!!  Thanks to everyone.











Randall

BEST & FAIREST:  Joel Cheeseman

BEST & FAIREST RUNNER UP:  David Saffioti

COACH’S AWARD:  Chris Reegan

MANAGER’S AWARD:  Chris Marshall

JOSH ROSE:  An average rugby league player, however a good team member and club man.  He was a good morale boost from fullback position always talking to his team mates.  Good goal kicker.

RYAN LAKER:  Played up from the 14’s.  Sometimes not concentrating on the job although when playing fullback off the bench could catch a bomb and run out stepping from behind his own line gaining lots of metres.

JOHN CLARKE:  Not a very big boy but always had a go and was not scared to put his body on the line.  Good player off the bench and did surprise with some big tackles.

BRENDON SMITH:  Not the biggest or fastest young man in our team but man did he have a go.  Off the bench he made some tackles on guys bigger than him, surprised a few people.  Always had some sound words at half time for team members.

CHAD CASHMAN:  Had never played rugby league before, learnt with every game.  A little too much of a gentleman on the football field.  Keep playing football, it will all click one day.

CHRIS ROBERTS:  A mixed season, started at halfback then to centre, showed talent on occasions.  Loves rugby league and knows a lot of facts about the game.  Could usually kick an accurate football in general play.

CHRIS REAGAN:  Never played league before either, potentially a good rugby league player.  Does enjoy playing the game as he showed this season at inside centre.  A nice, quiet achieving young man.  Good busting runs, keep playing, you should go far.

JAMES MOLLARD:  A good five-eight, has speed and a step, loves playing the game and is a good club man.  Sometimes too hard on himself, keep trying you will go a long way.  Can kick a football and good on defence.

SCOTT NANCARROW:  Loves footy, played up from 14’s, more mature player than his years.  A quick learning, passing, running half back, confident and gives anything a go to beat the opposition.  Very competetive and good to coach.  Keep it up you will go far.

RODNEY WOODRUFF:  Vice Captain.  Quite confident at playing football, a good man to have on any football team, could play in nearly every position I put him in.  Could play five-eight, centres or forwards, played lock mainly and always put in effort against big odds.  Good club man, great tackler, could keep going up field with three or four on his back.

DAVID SAFFIOTI:  What a find!  Joined us part way through the season, good man to have on our team.  Showed speed and plenty of guts, plenty of bone crunching tackles.  Keep on playing and you will do really well.  Good second rower and a leader.

BRETT BULLOCK:  Played up from 14’s.  Good second rower.  Big boy for his age and started to use his size towards end of season.  Showed so much improvement and confidence as the season progressed.  Good hard runs up the guts, good to see someone trying so hard to keep improving his ability on the paddock.  Keep trying.

CHRIS MARSHALL:  Never played league before but obviously really enjoys his league.  Could hit the ball up well with plenty of fire in his belly.  A pleasure to coach.  Will go along way so stay big and strong and intense.

MATT MCKENZIE:  Played up from 14’s.  Good hooker, fast to ruck area.  Only a little fellow but a heart as big as a house when tackling guys twice as big as himself.  Never tackled above the knees, copy book stuff.  Could run and pass a football and find holes in defence.  Always there to help out a team mate.

TIM ROSE:  Played up from 14’s.  Tim and I had our moments but when he tried on the field off the bench it was good.  A helpful team member when he put his mind to it off the field as well.  Keep trying Tim.

JOEL CHEESEMAN:  Captain.  Every week very consistent and a leader on and off the field.  Every game good busting runs and awesome tackles.  Always running hard at the opposition making plenty of yards.  Did lots more than asked too!  Definitely has a big future in the game.  Good team and club man and a pleasure to have on board.

N.B: David, Rodney and Joel all played up to 16’s as well, good effort.  

UNDER 16

COACH:

George Crawford

MANAGER:

Graham Thurkettle

TRAINER:

Gary Pinatara

BALL BOY:

Shane Chapman

SPONSOR:

Pizza Haven

TEAM:

C Allen, A Beehag, B Bowleski, E Brunton, D Campan, 

M Chapman, P Cotton, B Counsel, B Craig, J Fiess, K Glozier,

A Graves, M Holmes, G Mason, N Pitt, N Stewart, S Waudby.

As coach I have just enjoyed another season with a great group of young guys, assisting and watching their football ability, their individual skills and self confidence progress to a high level.  A level which peaked with an outstanding performance in the best Semi-Final against Kurnell and although losing 28-30 remember guys:

“when the one great Scorer comes to write against your name, He marks not that you won or lost – but how you played the game (of life)!”

On behalf of the team management and players we congratulate the individual award winners, we thank our sponsor Pizza Haven for their endorsement, the committees of Engadine Dragons Football Club for their support, to Rod Waudby, our video technician for excellent filming, instrumental in our improvement.  Thanks Rod.

To Graham Thurkettle our manager and Gary Pinatara our trainer, thank you both for the great work throughout the season.

To all parents, your encouragement and support and interest throughout the season was greatly appreciated.

I personally am extremely proud to have been associated with you guys, I look forward to you friendship in the future and will follow your progress with great interest.











George

BEST & FAIREST:  Matt Chapman

BEST & FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Geoff Mason

COACH’S AWARD:  Ben Craig

MANAGER’S AWARD:  Clint Allen

SHANE CHAPMAN:  Ball Boy.  Plenty of great footballers commenced as ball boys and I feel sure Shane will continue this tradition.  Thanks Shane for your help this season.

CLINT ALLEN:  Fullback.  Clint is a great fullback whose game continues to improve.  A quiet guy, good listener, can absorb plenty of punishment, shows heaps of courage, a player you feel very confident with playing behind you.  A step up next year Clint, you can handle it.

ADAM BEEHAG:  Centre.  Adam is a very capable footballer, a huge game in the semi.  Adam has all the skills, as well as being big, strong, hard to tackle.  Motivation to play consistently to your ability is all that’s missing.  Show us next season.

BEN BOWLESKI:  Centre/Second Row Forward.  Formerly registered with Gymea, Ben joined us during the season after Gymea withdrew.  A great gain for us.  Ben has a tremendous tackling technique, a strong ball runner with the ability to score tries when the opportunity arises.  Unfortunately a broken thumb kept Ben out of the semi final.  I hope you enjoyed your season with us and we see you back at Engadine.  I’m sure the guys would rather play with you than against you.

EVAN BRUNTON:  Forward.  Evan has the best hit and spin, change of direction in this age level.  Strong runner with the ball makes the hard yards easily.  Defence continues to improve, good trainer, good listener, great Club player.

DANIEL CAMPAN:  Forward.  Daniel struggled with an unfortunate knee injury this season and was unable to produce his best.  I have no doubt re his courage and know a fully fit Daniel will enjoy his football in the future.

MATT CHAPMAN:  Captain, Half Back.  I have nothing but admiration for Matt.  A great competitor, great trainer, inspirational Captain, takes no cheek or nonsense from anyone (officials included) in his capacity as captain.  Matt possesses all of the rugby league skills and the courage to implement them.  I would like to see improved initial running speed and confidence to take the defence line on with this speed.  Matt you have had a great season, step up next season they’re looking over their shoulders.

PAUL COTTON:  Five eight, Lock, Half Back.  Paul is another player I admire.  The tougher the game is the more Paul enjoys himself.  The challenge to tackle guys much bigger than himself or save tries with covering tackles gives him great satisfaction and me plenty of enjoyment.  Paul had good hands and great ability to involve his support players with good ball movement.  A great Club player who makes that place stronger.

BEN COUNSEL:  Winger.  Ben is another good team player.  An accomplished winger, makes very few mistakes, good defender, great finisher, will score tries when given the opportunity.  I don’t believe we have seen the best of you yet Ben, more effort at training, exercising and strengthening to back up your ability.

BEN CRAIG:  Centre, Forward.  Ben is big and strong, ask me I have the proof!!  This guy is almost unstoppable in the centres, scored some great tries with strong determined running and the ability to get outside his opposition, score or set up support players.  Ben is a very good defender, a couple of classic tackles during the season were memorable and squared up an outstanding account.  Well done Ben a great season.

JOHN FIESS:  Front Row Forward.  Big John!  Another player having his first season with us is a great front row forward, a very determined ball runner able to score strong tries with his charges close to the try line.  A strong defender.  John has the ability to stop guys in their tracks.  Congratulations also go to John, a premiership winning junior coach with our neighbouring club Yarrawarrah Tigers.  Well done John, a big season.

KIEREN GLOZIER:  Utlilty Player.  We didn’t see a lot of Kieren this season, however when he was available to play and although short of fitness, he gave it his best shot and let no one down.  Keiren if you continue to play and there is no reason why you shouldn’t, fitness is essential in older age levels.

ADAM GRAVES:  Winger, Centre.  Adam, a new guy from Waterfall is a very capable player.  Very safe, good defender, good hands, scored some great tries.  Finishing back line plays and fielding clever cross kicks.  Hope to see you next season Adam.

MICHAEL HOLMES:  Hooker, Half Back.  Michael has had a tremendous season and had made a huge contribution to our improvement with his excellent dummy half play, great passing and clever running from that area.  Michael’s season peaked with a terrific game in the semi-final taking his personal game to a new level.  A great trainer, enthusiastic, clever player.  Enjoy your football -–the sky's the limit!

GEOFF MASON:  Lock, Utility Forward.  Geoff is another player I have great admiration for, a fierce competitor, very focused, very determined, very fit.  Geoff is a game breaker, he has the ability to receive the ball with nothing doing, break the defensive line and score points, a huge asset.  Geoff’s defence is not out of the coaching manual however it is in line with the modern game and he certainly doesn’t come up empty.  Congratulations Geoff on a great season.

NATHAN PITT:  Hooker.  Nathan was enjoying watching us play late in the season.  We received two serious injuries leaving us short of players, he borrowed gear and took the field to help his mates.  What more can I say? – a great attitude, a friend for life!  Nathan played the remaining games in the season, played strong in the semi, just a great guy to have around.  Thanks Nathan.

NATHAN STEWART:  Front Row Forward.  Nathan has had a great season.  Playing football at his level, his improvement all season gives great satisfaction to the team management and confidence to himself.  A big, strong guy who takes the ball up and can position himself to get away good off-loads.  Nathan has unlimited potential and as the confidence builds so will the ability.  Keep playing Nathan, the best is yet to come, don’t become discouraged, you were the first forward picked in our side at seasons end.  Great season.

SCOTT WAUDBY:  Five-eight, Lock.  Scott was having a huge season until the unfortunate badly fractured finger against Como.  Like all good players you don’t realise how much you rely on their contribution until they’re missing, as was the case with Scott.  Scott has all the necessary rugby league skills, a great trainer, fit, compact build, strong defender and plays hard until he drops, regardless of the score line.  Scott you deserve a big result.

To David Saffioti, Rodney Woodruff and Joel Cheeseman from the 15’s.

Thanks guys for your involvement with us towards the end of the season, you all have exceptional ability and courage to play up an age level, keep playing rugby league, you all have what it takes to make it.









George, Graham and Gary

UNDER 18 - GRAND FINALISTS

COACH:

Larry Warner

MANAGER:

Ian Bilsborough

TRAINERS:

Kendall Flint & Mitch Darlington

SPONSORS:

BWB Fabricators & Garvey Piano Removals

TEAM:

Tim Ahern, Nathan Bilsborough, Justin Brubaker, David Croft, 

Matt Crawley, Michael Feening, Adam Garvey, Matt Grant, 

Dane Hunt, Nathan Harris, Andy Johnston, Tim Lloyd, 

Denis Marsh, Jason O’Rielly, Bradley Jobe, Shane Kent,

Trent Newton, Ryan Smith, Brad Streeting, Ryan Stuart, 

Mitch Stuart, Jeremy Thomson, Justin Thorburn.

The year that came with such expectation and ended with the closest of calls sealing our fate in the grand final.  To come from fourth position to go down 8-4 in a hard fought G.F. shows the real character these guys possess.

The joining of the 16’s and 17’s from 1998 saw some eight players not come back or be selected for Jersey Flegg commitments.  For the players who turned out each week you showed what talent you have and you rose to and beyond my expectations.

As with all team games there are special people who develop and get the best out of the team.  In saying this, I must pay tribute to the guys who helped me and on some occasions tempered my emotions.  Mitch, thank you for helping with the guys each week and I hope to see you back on the paddock.  Kendall, who did our physical training and controlled the players while on the field, a fantastic effort.  To Ian, what can I say but thank you for your support not only this year but in our previous three years.  My association with you guys has without doubt helped me develop this side into the side they are.

A special thank you to all the parents who support this team, you are as much a prt of my team as are the players.

To our sponsors BWB Fabrications and Garvey Piano Removals, thank you for your years of committed support of these guys.

In closing it must be said for three years you have been more than just a team but part of my family and my way of life.  If this is my last year as coach I thank you all for the great times and successes we have achieved.  

Some will go on to reach the ultimate goal, others will drift away but remember these words “If you dream and you believe you must succeed.”  All the very best.

BEST & FAIREST:  Nathan Harris

BEST & FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Brad Streeting

COACH’S AWARD:  Ryan Smith

MANAGER’S AWARD:  Adam Garvey

TIM AHERN:  Centre.  A very strong running centre, Tim is also hard to stop with his step and swerve.  A very hard defender who works tirelessly both in attack and defence.  Tim could go a very long way in this game so I wish him all the best and hope he continues to develop those skills he possesses.

NATHAN BILSBOROUGH:  Fullback.  Once again Bils played a pivotal role in our on field performance.  Full back is a daunting position and Bils handles the pressure in a manner that gives security to the rest of the team.  A strong one on one defender and with his kick returns always beats one or two.  Another great season.

JUSTIN BRUBAKER:  Forward.  Unfortunately Justin stopped attending training and decided not to complete the season.  A shame for someone with talent.

DAVID CROFT:  Hooker.  David is a quality player who gives his all and more for his team.  David is committed to training and puts pressure on other players just with his desire to succeed.  A very good defender who scoots from dummy half well.  Another good season for David.

MATT CRAWLEY:  Wing.  Matt has the speed and ability to play at a higher level, all Matt needs is a little more discipline with external distractions.  Matt finished the year in great style with blinding runs and great defence.  A very good player.

MICHAEL FEENING:  Lock, Centre.  Michael started the year as lock and finished it a centre.  This talented young player attacks with strength and defends with great intensity.  Although finishing the year in an unfamiliar position I felt Michael played his best football in the later part of the season.  Another good season.

ADAM GARVEY:  Second Row.  Adam is without peer when it comes to work rates as a forward.  Jack Gibson would tell you give me thirteen of Adam and you can’t lose.  As a defender he is strong and hurts the opposing players and in attack he not only hits it up but supports and makes those breaks on the edge of the rucks.  Cronulla Flegg hardly won a game yet players like this didn’t get a look in.  I will say no more.  An absolutely champion young footballer and person.

MATT GRANT:  Wing.  A big, strong wing who improves each week, Matt needs a bit of confidence and he will be a force against any opposition.  An unfortunate accident cut short Matt’s year but as all good team member he helped the team for the rest of the season.

DANE HUNT:  Centre, Five-eight.  Dane is a complete footballer with strong ferocious defence and strong attacking runs.  Dane had some distractions in the first half of the season but knuckled down to business during the finals series and showed why first grade is a possibility when he desires it.  A pleasure to coach and listens and puts into practice what he is asked to.

NATHAN HARRIS:  Second Row.  Nathan was the foundation with which a team was built on.  An exciting and hard running forward who defends with strength.  Nathan’s performances did not go unnoticed being asked to play in a development game against Manly.  I predict a big future for Nathan and Cronulla may be fortunate for another local to join their ranks.  An outstanding season.

ANDY JOHNSTON:  Centre.  Andy only played two games for us due to his Flegg commitments but what a class act he is.  Talks well, a strong defender and a skillful attacker.

TIM LLOYD (Ripley):  Centre.  A strong free running centre who made good defence look ordinary at times.  On a few occasions Tim played in the forwards and his defence was strong and aggressive.  Tim, like a good bottle of wine, got better as the year progressed.  A good performance from this talented team mate.

DENIS MARSH:  Forward.  Denis came to terms with distractions and football in the later part of the season to the benefit of the team.  A strong hard running forward who hurt the opposition each time he took the ball up.  A strong defender who hit players in the old fashioned forward style.  I hope Denis decides to continue playing as he adds value to a team.

JASON (Jack) O’RIELLY:  Utility.  Although Jason prefers the forwards and he does a good job in these positions, the team benefited by him playing out wide in the later part of the season.  From the wing Jack positioned himself well and became another option by getting in and taking relieving runs to take pressure off our forwards.  A solid defender who never shirked his duties.  A good season.

BRADLEY JOBE:  Wing.  For someone having his first season Brad acquitted himself very well.  Although not playing in every game Brad’s commitment never wavered.  Brad is very quick and this acceleration saw him score several tries.  With more games under his belt Brad will develop into a very handy footballer.

SHANE KENT:  Wing.  Shane never lacked determination or commitment.  Always turning up to train although not always getting a run.  Guys like Shane is what keeps our great game alive because they turn up to play week in and week out.

TRENT NEWTON:  Wing.  Trent had a good season with committed defence and hard attacking raids out wide.  One aspect of Trent’s game to improve was his aggressive defence.  Always a player you could rely on.  Well played.

RYAN SMITH:  Hooker, Utility.  Smithy started this year believing his play may be limited to the odd game off the bench.  After day one things changed quickly and Ryan not only became a solid part of the team but by years end was one of the leading players and game breakers.  Reads the play extremely well and knows when to run and pass.  Solid and enthusiastic defender.  A great season.

BRAD STREETING:  Halfback.  Captain.  What can you say about “CLASS”?  Brad is without doubt a potential future grade player.  His acceleration and reading of the play makes him a nightmare for defenders.  In defence he is technically correct and drives with such force opposition sides feel every hit with the ferocity of a killer shark.  A true champion and a pleasure to be associated with.  Thank you.

RYAN STUART:  Front Row.  Although missing most of the season due to injury and illness, when Ryan got on the field what a difference he made.  A strong running forward with a good off load and a dominant dynamic defender.  I predict a big future for Ryan and Cronulla could have another local being promoted to senior level.  Well done.

MITCH STUART:  Front Row.  Mitch had this habit during the year of playing up with the 21’s and being more dominant than in our side.  That was until the finals and didn’t big Mitch stand up and take on four opposition.  A strong running forward with an outstanding off load.  A high work rate in defence with aggressive big hits.  Mitch works hard at all aspects of his game.  A top season.

JEREMY THOMSON:  Lock, Five-eight.  Thomo is an all round footballer.  He has a great running game both with the ball in his hands and when making those yards that count.  In defence he hits like an axe and had all opposition players looking out for him.  As a coach certain qualities stand out but not only is Thomo a great footballer he thinks, listens and puts into practice what is required.  Look at Cronulla in the future.  A great season.

JUSTIN THORBURN:  Front Row.  Unfortunately Justin only played two games due to an untimely accident.  That however didn’t stop Justin from being part of our team and he was always there to support and help.  A big hard running front row the team missed your skills this year.  All the best.

UNDER 21 - SEMI FINALISTS

COACH:

Markus Zusak

MANAGER:

Neville Croft

SPONSOR:

Accounting Taxation & Management

TEAM:

Jason Beare, Brett Hamer, Steven Wykes, Ben Jones, , Trent Croft

Luke Forbes, Nathan Rose, Lee Wilson, Aaron Palmer, , David Pratt

Daniel Chapman, Shane Cantrill, Kris Schofield, Brendan Luck, Daniel Regan, Bradley Johnston, Glenn Dryland, Mitch Osborne, Lincoln Hunt

On the one hand, this was a very disappointing season.  We finished fourth, which is not an indication of the ability level of this football team.  We began the season hot favourites, yet many of our players were dropping out, due to work, lack of desire to play, and for reasons unknown.

We did have some great times – times that made the season all worth it.  For example, who will ever forget the absolutely frightening unmasking of Chewbacca at Anzac Oval on a bright Sunday morning……

Thanks to all the players, especially to the six or seven (you know who you are) that were always at training.  Sometimes it was very frustrating, but I will always respect those fellas for their efforts.  The fact that we struggled to have motivation to train indicates that we probably got what we deserved in our semi-final.

But enough of that.

Special thanks must go firstly to Neville Croft.  Nev, I only knew you in passing before this year, but now I realise that you are a very patient man who says exactly what he believes.  I will always respect you for that.  Thank you.  Secondly, Mike Darlington put in his usual enormous effort, doing the strapping as close to one minute before a game.  Your efforts are greatly appreciated, Darlo.  Thanks for working far beyond what was ever expected.  Thanks also to Ian Bilsborough, who also did strapping for us.  He has worked tirelessly for the club for many years now.  Bill Kemp, as recorder, has probably got the most demanding job in the club, so thanks Bill for your services.  They did not go unnoticed.  I would also like to thank Larry Warner, for all of his support throughout the year, as both a president and coach.  Thanks also to our sponsor Accounting Taxation & Management.  We appreciate your contribution, as it helps us get a game of football every week.

Finally, call them whatever you want, trainers, waterboys, you know exactly who I’m talking about – Bils and Macca.  Thanks fellas for your commitment.  Your bullocking runs down the flanks were worth the price of admission, and the water-filling (especially that orange water at Waratah) was absolutely outstanding.  We had some great laughs on the sideline (and laughing at Scoey warming up).  Thanks again.

Special thanks to Kellie Watchorn, for typing out every report in this yearbook!  We are very grateful.











Markus

BEST & FAIREST:  Trent Croft

BEST & FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Brad Johnston

COACH’S AWARD:  Daniel Chapman

MANAGER’S AWARD:  Aaron Palmer

JASON BEARE:  Fullback.  The great problem with Bearey this year was that we kept losing him in one position to gain some class in another area.  He is a first rate winger and a good centre.  We missed him in those positions because we needed him at fullback.  He made the fullback position his own, turning in consistently good performances.  Bearey has a great pair of hands and plenty of pace.  His last line of defence was tested week after week.  A memorable performance was the game against Kurnell at Anzac.  Bearey scored nearly all the points, with three classy tries and his usual spot-on goal kicking.  A great try saving tackle against Joey’s at Boys Town was also a memorable moment.

BRETT HAMER:  Wing.  When he first showed up in our side, the mob from Kurnell called him Side-Show Bob, which about sums up what Hamer, or Hames, if you prefer, looks like.  Hames is a consistent trainer who seems to be obsessed with nuts.  (Just talk to him for a minute or two and they’re bound to work their way into the conversation.)  Season highlights include participation with the crowd down at Kurnell, and his barnstorming chase of every kick, every game.  Thanks Hames.  And stop hassling out Mrs Dryland.

STEVEN WYKES:  Wing.  Wyksey or Sven is possibly the greatest referee critic I have ever had the pleasure of witnessing.  His mouthing off at every referee this year was second to none as far as consistency goes – and he’s a good winger too.  He runs hard and won’t step back.  This was his first year of football and it was a successful one.  A highlight was a great hit on the De La winger that stank like beer somethin’ shockin’.  Sven was also a consistent trainer and deserved a position in the side every week.

BEN JONES:  Wing.  Every team needs a Jonesy, even if he only turns up late in the season.  When Jonesy arrived, I was curious.  He turned out to be possibly our most enthusiastic player.  He would always show up at training, kick goals for hours and tell everyone off when they were mucking around.  Jonesy’s work on the wing was outstanding for a first time league player.  When he pulls that carrot out, he comes up with the right run at the right time.  Thanks Jonesy for joining when you did.  We needed you, and your commitment and determination will be remembered.

LUKE FORBES:  Centre.  I strongly believe that Ferret breaking his jaw was the straw that broke the camel’s back for this side.  Losing him was easily our biggest loss.  He is a class act, and probably the best hole runner I have ever seen in Dragons colours.  I must also mention that Ferret was prepared to have a special mouth guard fitted for the semi-finals which didn’t turn out to be necessary.  Another thing to mention is that Ferret was at training, broken jaw and all, when many others who were still fit didn’t bother.  This shows what great character he has.  His performance against De La early in the season was superb – as good as it gets for any centre.  The lowlight would have to be the sight of Ferret’s back hair before our first comp game.  It was dead-set scary…..Thanks Ferret, for helping out at training, and on game day as part of our brilliant water boy combinations.

NATHAN ROSE:  Centre.  I think Rosey might be a bit disappointed with his season this year.  He shouldn’t be.  He is a player that expects great things from himself every game, and will try his guts out no matter what the circumstances.  In that regard, Rosey certainly performed this year, tackling himself into the ground every week.  His required move out into the centres did unsettle him a little, I believe, but he handled it well for the good of the team.  His performance at Boys Town in the centres was outstanding, in both attack and defence, making several incisive runs with that fend, and some of his copy book tackles.  Anyone with a work rate like Rosey’s is always consistent, and there wasn’t a side he didn’t perform against, so thank you Rosey.  Thanks also for carrying your gear in a beer carton, and warming up with two different boots, and forgetting your shorts, and your socks and ringing your mum to bring your mouth guard, and….. Bloody hell Rosey.  You’re one of a kind, although Wils comes close.

LEE WILSON:  Centre.  Wils, it just occurred to me again as I’m writing this that your first name is actually Lee.  So anyway Lee, you are undoubtably the most brilliant trainer we have ever seen, especially when it comes to bludging.  You can bludge at training with more style than anyone in the whole club.  A standout in that regard was when we were doing 400s and Bils said “You get this tired in a game, don’t you?”  Your reply: “Yeah, but I don’t have to chase Pratt around, do I?”  Being serious for a moment, you are definitely a footballer.  Your defence is as good as it gets, and in attack you’re always dangerous.  Another highlight of the year was when we told you to do some defence against Kurnell.  You replied “No-one will run at me.  They’re scared I’ll smash ‘em.”  Thanks Wils, your casual, always laughing nature make you the sort of bloke it’s a pleasure to know.

AARON PALMER:  Five-eight and Captain.  You could say that Fats was a little inconsistent this year, but that could be said about many.  However, there is one thing I can say about Fats without hesitation – when things were tough in a game, Fats was the one.  Like all good captains, it was Fats who stood up and took the game into his own hands.  He would do it with a great run, a few big tackles or a combination of the two. He changed many of the games we played in, turning losses into wins.  It was a pity that at times, his great efforts were not capitalised upon by the team as a whole.  When not at the RSL (I know he won’t mind me saying that), Fats is a solid trainer, and extremely knowledgeable about the game.  I must apologise to you for one thing, Fats – I didn’t talk to you enough.  When we did talk about the side, you had some great ideas, and I’m sure that one day you will make an excellent coach.

DANIEL CHAPMAN:  Halfback.  What can I say about Chappy?  It was obvious to me that in the later stages of the season, he was playing injured every week.  However, this did not see him go off the field once, when other players where asking to come off because they were tired.  Chappy never left the field, nor did he ever go down injured.  He is an excellent trainer and a tough, old style halfback with a heart other players would beg for.  When he runs, he adds a great spark to the side, and is a pleasure to watch.  His defence is first class.  Probably the biggest compliment I can give Chappy is that our last two games were the biggest games of the year (as they always are), and he was easily our best player in both games.  This is the mark of a class performer – the ability to find something extra in the big games.  Thanks Chappy, I have a great deal of respect for you as a footballer and as a person.

TRENT CROFT:  Lock.  Crofty (or Nev) was without doubt our best performer for the entire season.  No-one else matched his enthusiasm from beginning to the end.  It’s a shame that we could not take the premiership, because Nev was one of the people who really deserved it.  He was also a team member that played injured at an extremely high level, never going down, never complaining.  Nev is, above all else, an excellent defender, but he’s also a solid runner, and one of the few players prepared to offer support to others in attack.  When it comes to determination and commitment, you would like to have seventeen Trent Crofts, but in the end, you can be glad that there is only one, otherwise he wouldn’t be such a special player, and such a pleasure to have been associated with throughout the year.  Crofty’s another player who has my complete respect, as a footballer and as a bloke.  I could go into highlights, but the whole year was a highlight.

SHANE CANTRILL:  Second Row.  Shane is the football equivalent of an axe-wielding homicidal maniac.  He is enthusiastic, violent and unpredictable.  He is the King of the Sin Bin, the ref’s most talked to player, and every oppositions worst enemy.  He is also an extremely keen footballer, who can really play when his mind is on the game.  Answering to “Thick” or “Shano”, he is also the most prolific user of a mobile phone I have ever met.  Off the field, he is friendly, approachable and quite humorous.  On the field, he means business.  Highlights for Shane include his friendliness to the crowd after our win down at Kurnell, and his deadly combination with Reegs, his bizarre sidekick.  Thanks for the year Shane.  It certainly wasn’t dull with you around, and you can play football.

KRIS SCHOFIELD:  Second Row.  Watching Kris Schofield warm up before a game is like watching poetry in motion.  When you say “sprint”, Scoey gets into a trot.  When you think of the work “inspiration”, you think of Scoey warming up, not to mention his dynamic efforts on the bags at training.  If only we had it on tape…Okay, seriously, Scoey is a good footballer, moving from fullback to the pigs this year, which suited his new found size.  His menacing runs were quite delightful, as Scoey put in some solid performances.  He is also quite a good companion to go to the judiciary with.  Season highlights include hearing about Scoey’s activities in the kitchen, and watching him go for it at our Chinese dinner night.  Thanks Scoey, you will long be remembered.

BRENDAN LUCK:  Second Row.  Lucky had a season he would most likely prefer to forget, because of injury.  He was a big loss, because he is a good, tough forward who won’t ever step back.  When he returned to us, he added a great deal to our pack, with his solid defence, and his hard, straight runs.  I must also point out that Lucky was often at training, even with his broken leg.  Thanks for that, Lucky, and thanks also for the fireworks displays.  Your game against De La at Sutho was a great comeback performance.  You showed a lot of your team mates how to hit the line hard.

DANIEL REGAN:  Second Row.  Reegs arrived late in the year, and was the perfect partner to Shane.  He worked hard without thinking, and really gave the Bowlo a night to remember.  He is definitely a footballer, a good defender and attacker who gave great support to everyone else in the pack.  A quiet bloke off the field, but we will never forget one Thursday night training run.  It was disappointing that Reegs was stuck in Darwin with the Navy on our run into the semi-finals.  We missed him.

BRADLEY JOHNSTON:  Front Row.  Johnno had a bit of a slow start to the season, due mainly to injury, but when he decided to play, that was it.  Johnno is without doubt the strongest running forward in the comp, with the ability to offload.  If I was in his side, I would want to follow him every time he ran the ball.  His game against Joeys when we had the bare thirteen was the turning point, when Johnno went through a mountain of defence, and hit the ball with pride, and passion.  It was inspiring to watch Johnno on that day, and in every game after it, as he fronted our pack.  Johnno is also one of those people who is great to be around.  He speaks his mind and has time for everyone.  A champion bloke.  Inspirational.

GLENN DRYLAND:  Front Row.  Let’s face it, Head isn’t the prettiest young bloke running around, but as he said to one heckler at Boys Town, “I might be ugly, but at least I’m havin’ a go.”  Head is a character, I’ll give him that, and when he pulled on the Chewy mask down at the Zac, it really was a sight to behold.  People ran, people hid, and every single person in B Grade couldn’t help but keel over and laugh at a special moment.  All that aside, Head is a great trainer, and a bloke who is always ready for a laugh.  He loves to hit and spin, and is always there for his team mates (even if it means staying at Anzac Oval into the early hours of Friday morning).  Thanks Head, for your enthusiasm and friendship.

MITCH OSBORNE:  Front Row.  Our biggest disappointment was that Mitch never pulled out the capsicum spray at training.  Sergeant Pepper was the champion of our touch football games, but had trouble making it to games due to his work commitments.  In all honesty, I don’t think we saw the best of Mitch Osborne this year.  There were glimpses, but I guess he felt hampered by his other commitments.

DAVID PRATT:  Front Row.  Fittler is unique, to say the least. His nick-names of Panna, Freddy, Frederick and of course, Fittler, were well deserved.  He has a step like grease lightning and is safe under the high ball.  After being so unfit at the start of the year and struggling with the training, I must say that I truly admire him for keeping on coming back for more.  He stuck with it and put in some memorable performances, such as the game against Joey’s at Kareela.  In that game, he met the challenge against a good quality side and proved to himself that he can be a very capable footballer.

LINCOLN HUNT:  Hooker.  What can be written about Lincky that hasn’t been written before?  Every Tuesday and Thursday night, he’s there and he’s ready to work hard.  He’s definitely on of our best trainers (and the cutest) and he never gives anything but 100% on the paddock.  His defence is excellent.  He tackles low and hard, and when he decided to run from dummy half this year, he always made good yards.  One other thing I must say about Linc is that he is a gentleman and a pleasure to have been associated with.  Thanks Linc.

MITCHELL STUART:  Front Row.  If you go back a few pages, you will find Mitch’s name in the C Grade report.  He is to be admired for playing several games for us, often straight after his own game.  Every time Mitch played for us, he was one of our best forwards, and we are very grateful to him for helping us out.  It is a special player who can back up so frequently.  Thanks Mitch.

SECOND GRADE

COACH:

Shaun Mathieson

MANAGER:

Trevor Rogers

TRAINERS:

Tom Morrison, Aaron Eshman

SPONSOR:

Windmill Chinese Restaurant

TEAM:

Chris Brown, Mick Conroy, Paul Colenso, Andrew Colenso, 

Justin Bannon, Glen Davidson (Capt.), Richard Duce,

Paul Dwyer, David Hird, Michael Jackson, Craig Marton,

Tom Morrison, Brad Nightingale, Darren Rye, Brett Ryland,

Mick Rea, Matt Swanson, David Page, Mark Southern, Mark Elder, 

Gary Vitelli, Darren Wootten, Mick Weston.

Undefeated after the first four rounds we were looking forward to mounting a real premiership challenge, but unfortunately injuries to key players in Mick Rea, Paul Dwyer, Craig Marton, and a huge injury toll in the A Grade side which saw the core of our most experienced players called up to the senior side, cost us any chance of competing with the top sides later in the season.

But injuries alone weren’t the main reason for our demise, a lack of commitment at training not allowing us to train as a team, and this lack of cohesion came out on the field and cost us several close games and a spot in the semi finals.

I feel we’ve cost ourselves a possible premiership, and hopefully we’ve learnt a lesson and those players who will be following the playoffs will realise what could have been, and if they decide to play again next year will return to the Dragons with a determination to make up for a wasted opportunity.

You owe it to yourselves, the club, and especially Matho.

To those players who gave their all, thanks for your efforts, the solid core of the team being able to hold their heads high, and I know if you stick together you’ll be up amongst the contenders in 2000.

There are plenty of people to thank, especially those boys who played on while carrying injuries, and the Under 21 players, Shane, Head, Luke and Matt Thompson, who played up a grade showed great club spirit.

Sean Mathieson, our coach proved a tireless worker for the side and deserved a better result, but he gave his all right up to the last game, and in his coaching debut can be proud of his efforts under difficult conditions.

Aaron Eshman and Tom Morrison, our trainers were always on the job and gave Matho their full support, and a special mention to our A Grade coaches Mark Watchorn and Joel Levin for the support they gave to the side all year.

Again the Windmill Chinese Restaurant proved a great sponsor, their sixth year with the side, and we thank them, and the many other A Grade sponsors mentioned elsewhere in this yearbook.

One of the pleasing aspects of the year are the number of players who have started in the ‘ressies’ over the years and are now key members of the A Grade team, Max, Brinky, Country, Marty, Stewy J, and Scott Frater all playing a bit part in the A Grade’s success this season.

We should look back on this year as a learning experience, knowing what we have to turn around to realise our full potential in 2000.

If the majority of the team stick together, with the addition of a few keen newcomers, and a good run with injuries, we have the ability to match it with and 2nd Grade side.

Once again, thanks to all the side for your efforts during the year, and after a great end of season trip to Cairns we can get back together and work for better things.

BEST & FAIREST:  Glen Davidson

BEST & FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Adam Winnell

COACH’S AWARD:  Michael Jackson

MANAGER’S AWARD:  David Page

CRAIG MARTON:  Winger/Fullback.

Craig is still a youngster and already has many football highlights to look back on, including several seasons as a representative player for NSW in the Deaf State of Origin games against Queensland.  A member of our ’96 A Reserve premiership side, Craig has great all round skills, only a series of injuries costing him a regular A Grade position.  I hope he sticks with the Dragons in the years to come, as I have no doubt that barring injury, he could be one of our better A Grade players.  A powerful runner with the ball, with a keen positional sense, he was always a player you had a lot of confidence in.

Representative Honours – NSW Deaf Representative Team 1994-1999.

1999 Record – Played 5 games

Club Record – Played 32 games, scoring 44 points.

Senior Premierships – 1996 A Reserve.

CHRIS BROWN:  Winger.

One of the keenest members of the squad, Charlie was an integral part of our game this season, and could always be relied on to give his best.  He scored some great tries, his four pointer against St Pats at Waratah, when he took the fly following an up and under, was one of the best scored.  Always the first at training, he played nearly every game and can look back on a great year, and I’m sure we’ll be seeing Charlie in Dragon colours for a long time to come.  Unfortunately a broken arm cut short Charlie’s season but I know he’ll be back in 2000.

1999 Record – Played 12 games, scoring 4 tries and kicking 3 goals

Club Record – Played 32 games, scoring 50 points

DAVID PAGE:  Winger.

Pebbles has been with the club for the past six seasons and has always proved a valuable asset, his blistering pace and aggressive approach to the game sure to arouse the passions of even the most placid supporter.  The life of the party, especially on our end of season trips, there are plenty of tales to be told of Dave, the courage he showed just by fronting for our Gretel trip at Airlie last year, the victim of the ‘cookie monster’ stands out amongst many.  His skills have seen him a member of the NSW and Australian Deaf representative teams for many seasons.  A testiment to Dave’s courage is his turning out for a Wednesday night game with an operation scheduled the next day.

1999 Record – Played 11 games.

Club Record – Played 56 games, scoring 56 points

Representative Honours – NSW Deaf Representative side (9 times), Australian Deaf Representative side.

Senior Premierships – 1996 A Reserve

PAUL COLENSO:  Five-Eight/Fullback.

To me Jock is the type of player every team needs, able to shine in any position.  A player of great capability, he proved the backbone of this team and whenever he was on the field the team seemed to lift as he gave his best every game.  A few injuries cost up a bit of game time during the year but he always bounced back to show out amongst the best whenever he got on the paddock.  Has the class and capabilities to be a regular A grader, and I hope next year he’ll commit himself to making the top side.  He only needs a bit of luck and hopefully we’ll see a lot more football out of him next year.

Senior Club Awards – 2nd Grade Best & Fairest Runner Up 1997, Champion side 1997, 1998 Champion Team

1999 Record – Played 7 2nd Grade games, 1 A grade game, scoring 2 tries

Club Record – Played 47 games, scoring 44 points

MICK REA:  Five-Eight.

It was a body blow to the side when Mick’s season came to a shuddering holt after only four games and this was one of the main causes of the sides drop from contention after winning our first four games.  A top gun in the ’96 A Reserve premiership side and with a lot of A grade games up before that, he showed he’d lost none of the skills that’s earned him the respect he holds on a football field, his games before being injured showing the impact he would have made on this competition.  A defensive rock that couldn’t be moved, he decimated opposing scrum base combinations with his close marking and his clever ball work gave his centre plenty to work with.  Bad luck Mick but there’s plenty of football in the year’s to come.

1999 Record – Played 4 games.

Club Record – Played 93 games scoring 118 points

Senior Premierships – 1996 A Reserve, 1994 A Grade

MATT SWANSON:  Centre

Unpredictable ‘Swanno’ at his best was a match winner and he backed up a great season in ’98, with another fine year in Dragon colours.  His back up play was second to none, a good turn of speed giving him the ability to outpace most opposing backs, and with a clear sight of the line he always proved dangerous.  In defence he had a determination that was hard to match, a solid, rugged style that had a lifting effect on the team.  Never beaten until the bell, perhaps a little excitable at times, he’s proved his worth many times over in his two years with the club and hopefully he’ll be hanging around for a few more to come.

1999 Record – Played 13 games scoring 3 tries

Club Record – Played 28 games, scoring 44 points

GLEN DAVIDSON:  Front Row, Captain.

Davo stood tall in every sense of the word with a powerful season from the front row.  An inspirational captain who led by example, he improved with each game and by the end of the year was the form prop forward in the competition.  You tell a good forward by his willingness to run the hard yards and Glen never shirked the task, striving each week to lift the side, taking the ball up and leading in defence.  A tyro runner with the ball, it was a great sight seeing him charge into the rucks, and his defensive work rate was inspirational.  Only for the forward strength in the club, Glen would have been up for a lot more than the three games he featured in.  A top season Glen, and you deserve all the accolades you’ve earnt.

1999 Record – Played 14 2nd Grade games, 3 A Grade games, scoring 1 try

Club Record – Played 35 games, scoring 8 points

BRETT RYLAND:  Prop/Second Row.

A comeback season for Ryllo after over a decade out of the game and once he peaked in fitness he proved a solid forward with some great games, his steam rolling runs giving us some memorable moments.  He took some heavy knocks, but always bounced back, and while he ended up remembering little about some of the games he played in, he can rest assured he played a major part in them.  Expected to be one of the ‘hits’ on the end of season trip, I salute probably one of our most courageous players, and I hope we’ll see him next year, hopefully at our early training nights.

1999 Record – Played 9 games scoring 1 try

Club Record – Played 53 games, scoring 25 points.

ANDREW COLENSO:  Second Row.

Becoming a regular in dragon colours after six seasons with the A Grade squads, Tige is a crowd favourite who always gives great value with a 100% effort being put in every game he played.  A very level headed player, his defensive play a feature, and a keen chaser in attack, with his long striding runs and a keen passing game giving the side great yardage.  A series of niggling injuries saw him play only seven games this season, robbing the team of a lot of experience, and it is hoped he can make it back next season in some capacity.

Senior Club Awards - 1997 A Reserve Best & Fairest Runner Up, 

1997 Champion Team

1999 Record – Played 7 games

Club Record – Played 42 games scoring 35 points

Senior Premierships – 1996 A Reserve

GARY VITELLI:  Prop

When big Gazza decides to put in an appearance there is no better prop in second grade running around, and few better in A grade, but unfortunately we didn’t see as much of him this year as we would have liked.  A powerful runner of the ball, he is a past recipient of the Gary Cannings Encouragement Award, and was a member of the ’96 A Reserve premiership side.  We’ve never seen the best of Gary, which is unfortunate as he has the untapped ability to dominate his position, few could forget the game he played in the ’96 A Reserve grand final, and although now in the veteran class, if he ever got fit he’d be right up their with the best.

Senior Club Awards - 1996 Gary Cannings Encouragement Award, 

1996 A Reserve Managers Award, 1997 Champion Team

1999 Record – Played 10 games

Club Record – Played 129 games, scoring 88 points

MICK CONROY:  Second Row

Mick for year has been one of the clubs favourite sons, the respect he has gained earning him the 1996 Club Sportsmans Award.  A hard hitting forward with a high work rate, he was always high in post match discussions, his efforts on the field never going unnoticed.   Now in the veteran class, Mick has had a long career in A and A Reserve grade for the club, and was a member of the ’96 A Reserve premiership side, as well as holding the record for most appearances in the NSW and Australian Deaf Representative teams.  Work commitments restricted his playing time with us this season unfortunately, but hopefully we’ll see a lot more of a top player in 2000.

Senior Club Awards - 1996 Club Sportsmans Award, 1994 A Reserve Managers Award, 1990 A Grade Best and Fairest Runner Up.

1999 Record – Played 4 games

Club Record – Played 105 games, scoring 80 points

Senior Premierships – 1996 A Reserve

Representative Honours – NSW Deaf Team (14 yrs), Australian Deaf Team.

DARREN RYE:  Hooker

Darren’s first season with the Dragons and the experience he brought with him after a lot of seasons up in Newcastle proved invaluable to the younger players in the team.  A durable player with plenty of ticker he never shirked his task, bouncing back after some very heavy knocks during the year.  Steady at dummy half, keen in both attack and defence, the perpetual smile he carried during the  game emphasised how much he enjoys his football.  A great forward leader for this years squad, I hope this was the first of many years with the club.  Also a top goal kicker, with the knack of getting in amongst the opposition pack, his lightning reflexes saw him pick up a lot of loose ball, and always an opportunist, he was very dangerous at dummy half anywhere near the try line.

1999 Record – Played 13 2nd Grade games, 2 A Grade games, scoring 3 tries and kicking 17 goals for 46 points.

DAVID HIRD:  Second Row

David won the Gary Cannings Encouragement Award way back in 1979 and then in 1999 Dave dropped down for a run after Heathcote hit the wall and almost immediately we knew we’d gained a very competent footballer.  He might have been around for a while now, but he definitely played well below his years, and well above his weight as he threw himself into each game against much bigger opponents and always acquitted himself well.  One of our busiest forwards, a high work rate gaining him many admirers especially amongst our more critical supporters.  Another big one next year Dave.

1999 Record – Played 12 games

Club Record – Played 80 games

MARK SOUTHERN:  Front Row

Mark celebrated his first season with the club in 1996 by winning a reserve grade premiership jacket and has not looked back since.  At his best the most feared prop in the competition, his relentless pursuit of victory was one of the sides driving forces, a high work rate in both attack and defence making him a standout in every game he played.  Mark capped a fine year by being voted Man of the Match in the NSW Deaf sides win over Queensland this year, in an annual clash in which he is a regular selection, as well as being in several Australian Deaf Teams.  Always one of the first to put his hand up when the going got tough he is the type of player that can always be counted on when the going gets a bit heavy.

Representative Honours – NSW Deaf Team (7 yrs), Australian Deaf Team

1999 Record – Played 10 games

Club Record – Played 43 games scoring 4 points

Senior Premierships – 1996 A Reserve

ADAM WINNELL:  Front Row

Give this bloke an inch and he’d take a mile as opposition teams found out with constant regularity during the season.  A solid all round performer, Gunja would be a regular first grader in any other club and was one of the squads most valuable players, able to hold his head up in any company as his performances in both A and second grade attest to.  Very hard to put down when he ran the ball, his explosive bursts through the rucks was one of the teams main strengths, while in defence there were few who could match him.  A tireless worker for the team, both on and off the field, I’m sure we’ll be heralding his achievements in Dragon colours for many seasons to come.

Senior Club Awards – 1997 A Reserve Managers Award

1999 Record – Played 15 2nd grade games, 2 A Grade games, scoring 2 tries

Club Record – Played 50 games, scoring 28 points

BRAD NIGHTINGALE:  Lock

Spud had the distinction of being the only player to play our full sixteen games and he proved himself each weekend with a consistent brand of league that saw him one of our best each week.  Brad came to us when Bundeena failed to field a team this year and gave the side great service from the back of the scrum, showing a tenacious style that saw him as one of our better gains this year.  Dependable in all facets of the game, his courage couldn’t be denied after he took some heavy knocks only to bounce back into the game and leave his mark.  Resilient, he played in nearly every game and never backed off, always prepared to make the hard yards against any opposition.  Good year Brad and I hope you stick around for many more.

1999 Record – Played 16 games scoring 1 try

MICK WESTON:  Hooker

It’s been over twelve years since Mick has turned out for the club, and he showed that the long layoff didn’t do him any great harm as he slotted back into the game.  Age has probable robbed him of a little of the zip that saw him represent in the Sharks Jersey Flegg (twice) and S G Ball Cups in his early years, but the willingness he had earlier shown quickly came to the fore and he proved he still had the qualities of a fine footballer.  A skillful dummy half, he directed his runners well, picking any weak spot in opposing defence lines, and his defence was immaculate, bringing back many memories of his over 150 games in the Dragons jumper.  Unfortunately injuries limited his game time to six appearances, but I hope he’s got the bug and will be back in the new millenium.

Representative Career – Jersey Flegg (2), S G Ball Cup

1999 Record – Played 6 games

Club Record – Played 193 games, scoring 104 points

JUSTIN BANNON:  Second Row

A converted centre with several seasons behind him, including an A Reserve premiership jacket in ’96, Justin quickly adapted to play in the engine room and proved a revelation, his strong play seeing him called up to A Grade several times.  If he works at his game there is no reason he couldn’t gain a regular spot in the top grade as he has it all, speed to burn, a fearless approach to the game, great defence and a will to win and after all these years in the seconds, it would be great to see him realise his full potential.  He has only to put his mind to it and he can match it in any company, the respect he’s earned in the seconds seeing him called up to the A Grade finals squad.

Club Senior Awards – 1998 Champion Team

1999 Record – Played 6 2nd grade games, 4 A grade games scoring 1 try

Club Record – Played 66 games, scoring 68 points

Senior Premierships – 1996 A Reserve

RICHARD DUCE:   Wing, Five-Eight.

On loan to us from Wigan in the old dart, our pommy mate mightn’t be with us for long but when he returns home he will have left us with some great footballing moments, and look back on his year with the Dragons with a great amount of satisfaction.  He scored a try in his first game in Australia and never looked back, treating us with a deft display of footballing finesse, being able to play in most backline positions.

1999 Record – Played 7 games, scoring 1 try

SHANE CANTRELL:  Second Row

Shane started off with us, but after playing for several seasons in the A grade squads, found he was eligible for the U21’s and dropped back to his proper age group.  Always gives great value with a non stop game and we are looking forward to seeing him up in the A Grade squad next year.

1999 Record – Played 5 games scoring 1 try and kicking 1 goal

Club Record – Played 28 games scoring 26 points

SEAN MATHIESON:  Utility

Testimony to Sean’s commitment to his team was to turn out for a game when we were short, unfortunately a broken finger was his reward.  A top player of years past, with many seasons of A grade football behind him, the little we saw of him this year was enough to realise his class, the ability he showed having an immediate effect on the team, and lifting them against one of the better teams in the competition.

Senior Premierships – 1994 A Grade, 1996 A Reserve

1999 Record – Played 1 game

Club Record – Played 57 games, scoring 56 points

Senior Club Awards – 1994 Champion Team, 1995 A Reserve Best & Fairest Runner Up, 1994 A Reserve Coaches Award

MARK ELDER:  Centre

A real club stalwart with over 200 games up for the Dragons, Mark came out of retirement to help the team out.  Unfortunately it was a short return, an injury putting him back on the sideline, but the good news is that a very good footballer is keen to play again next year.

Representative Honours – S G Ball Cup

1999 Record – played 1 game

Club Record – Played 201 games, scoring 319 points

PAUL DWYER:  Five-Eight

One of the clubs finest sons, Mantis made a return to the paddock this season after several seasons off, only to have a nagging hamstring limit his game time to a handful of appearances.  His class was soon evident, and he showed he’d lost none of his ball skills, providing his back line with plenty of good ball with room to run it.  His experience came to the fore, especially in our last game when he held the side together for a draw against Como.  A past senior club champion, hopefully Paul has got the itch again and will turn out again next year.

Representative Honours – Harold Mathews Cup

Senior Premierships – A Grade 1992

Senior Club Awards – 1991 Senior Club Champion, 1991 A Grade Best & Fairest

1999 Record – Played 3 second grade and 2 A grade games

Club Record – Played 238 games, scoring 209 points

TOM MORRISON:  Wing

Tom was the teams strapper, but put on a jumper for four games when the team ran short.  A member of the club’s A Grade fraternity since 1986, the Fireman over the years has proven a great player for the club, and while he may have lost a yard or two in pace, the games he took part in this season saw him stand out as one of the better players on the field.  Busy in defence and a willing runner with the ball, I’m sure we haven’t seen the last of the club’s longest serving A Grader.

Senior Premierships – A Grade 1989, A Reserve 1996

Senior Club Awards – Champion Team 1995 and 1997

1999 Record – played 4 games

Club Record – played 128 games, scoring 98 points

DARREN WOTTEN:  Half

With a shortage of halfbacks in the squad, it was a major worry a t the start of the year, but Darren stepped in to fill the void and made a great fist of what is any teams key player.  Another of our Bundeena recruits, you couldn’t fault his season as he proved himself every week and with each game under his belt you could see his confidence growing and in the final rounds we had a very skilled number 7 on our books.  Tough, no frills, what he had he gave of his best, would be just some of the comments you’d make when looking back on his first year with the club after many seasons away.  Good to see Darren called up into the A Grade semi final train on squad, a just reward for his efforts during the year.

1999 Record – played 13 games, scoring 2 tries

MICHAEL JACKSON:  Winger, Half, Centre, Fullback

Jacko’s solid all round game proved one of the mainstays of the team and he gave his all each week.  Scored some great tries, coming on to the ball at speed and racing to the line, and this part of his game lifted us out of tight corners several times this season.  I can’t recall him having an off game and he proved ever consistent and his backing up of the ball runner could always be relied on for extra yardage.  Has played with the Dragons for several years now and has a lot of football still ahead of him, his versatility to fill in at any backline position, plus an astute kicking game, giving him the capabilities to compete in any company.

Senior Club Awards – 1998 A Reserve Coaches Award

1999 Record – played 13 games scoring 3 tries

Club Record – played 50 games scoring 40 points

Thanks to the following players who played for the side during the year, helping out when the sides playing strength was down due to the unexpected injury toll

Mick Carberry
2 games




retired hurt

Pete Robinson
1 game




retired hurt

Brad Johnson

1 game
scored 1 try


Under 21’s

Luke Forbes

1 game




Under 21’s

Glen Dryland

2 games




Under 21’s

Craig Batty

1 game





Dean Webb

2 games
scored 3 tries


retired hurt

Mark Cregan

2 games




Darren Scheaffer
1 game
scored 1 try


retired hurt

Shane Cantrell
5 games
scored 1 try, 1 goal

Under 21’s

A GRADE - GRAND FINALISTS

COACH:

Mark Watchorn

CO-COACH:

Joel Levin

MANAGER:

Trevor Rogers

TRAINER:

Bert Fleming

STRAPPER:

Kay Cannings

TREASURER:
Brian Cannings

SAND BOY:

Anthony Crisafulli

SPONSOR’S:
Engadine Family Tavern, Stapleton’s Meats, Ski Hutt,

Kevin R Sheather, Colourite Painting, Lyn’s Laundry

TEAM:

Justin Bannon, Troy Brinkworth, Sean Crawley, Marty Edson,

Braden Fleming, Tye Fleming, Ash Fraser, Scott Frater,

Chris Howard, Stewart Johnson, Steve Johnson, Robert Kemp,

Drew Levin, Adam Lynch, Andrew Ninnes, Simon Parsons,

Alan Rea, Mark Robin, Dean Shipway, Andrew Smith,

Jason Sparsis, Greg Taylor, Ian Wilcock, Mark Wilkes,

Markus Zusak

First of all I would like to congratulate all the players and coaching staff on their efforts in making the grand final.  I must also mention the way in which the players showed plenty of guts and character to get to the grand final, especially after lots of people didn’t give us a chance whilst we experienced an end of season slump in form.  But to turn that form around by beating De La Salle in the final and then to go down in the big one only 2-0 was a super effort.  I have no doubt that if everyone backs up again next year we can go one better.

Secondly, I’d like to thank the efforts of the coaching staff, Joel Levin, Trevor Rogers, Bert Fleming, Brian and Kay Cannings.  The help these people provided to the team this year was enormous.  I’d also like to thank the reserve grade coach Sean Mathieson for his utmost cooperation with the A grade this year.  I hope to see ya back next year.

To the sponsors, Engadine Family Tavern, Stapleton Meats, Kevin R Sheather, Colourite Painting, Lyn’s Laundry and Ski Hutt, to all these sponsors, thanks for your support through ’99 and I hope to see you all involved again next year.  A special mention must go to out sand boy, Anthony Crisafulli who didn’t miss a game all year, thanks mate.

Personally it has been a great honour to coach the A grade this year and I hope everyone involved backs up again next year and hopefully take out the premiership. 

Thanks for a great year.











Bumper
BEST & FAIREST:  Drew Levin

BEST & FAIREST RUNNER UP:  Ashley Fraser

COACH’S AWARD:  Chris Howard

MANAGER’S AWARD:  Alan Rea

ROBERT KEMP:  Hooker

Robbie’s dummy half play and work around the rucks was a major feature of our early season success, and it was a big loss when his season came to a stop after round four with a knee injury.  A very accomplished player all over the paddock, blinding speed off the mark, a relentless tackler and a top support player, he was probably our in form player until his injury, testimony to this being the number of best and fairest points he had racked up until that time.  A past Junior Club Champion with well over 200 games up for the club, it is hoped that he can overcome his latest injury and rejoin the team in 2000.  He has what it takes to make a real impact in this grade, his reputation amongst his peers speaks for itself.

Senior Club Awards – Champion Team 1996, Junior Club Champion 1990, 1993 Gary Cannings Award, 1998 Club Sportsmans Award, U20 Best & Fairest Runner Up 1996.

1999 Record – Played 4 games, scoring 1 try

Club Record – Played 207 games, scoring 404 points

JUSTIN BANNON:  Centre, Second Row

Another of our graduates from the second grade who made the most of his opportunities when called up into A grade, Justin has been with the club for the past five seasons and has given great service.  An exciting runner of the ball with a determined approach to his game, he could put on something out of nothing, his speed seeing him to great advantage during the year.  An aggressive defender, he could always be counted on to halt any forays into our line, and had the pace and ability to chase and run down anyone who got through, his cover defence a great boon to either side when he took the field for them.  Good to see him get a chance in A grade this season after his years with the ressies.

Senior Premierships – A Reserve 1996

Senior Club Awards – Champion Team 1998

1999 Record – played 4 A grade and 6 Second grade games, scoring 1 try

Club Record – Played 56 games, scoring 68 points

ANDREW SMITH:  Fullback

Smithy provided our supporters with some memorable moments during the year, his high leaps for the ball one of the many highlights of the season.  A long striding runner of the ball, his return game was incomparable, and coupled with a keen positional sense, his play from fullback proved a real headache to opposition teams, and a real bonus for the Dragons.  Still a novice in football terms, after an Aussie Rules background his potential was realised when he was selected in the Cronulla A grade side for their annual clash with South Sydney.  A player who is only going to improve with experience, his time with the Dragons in future seasons will be sure to provide us with great footballing moments.  He copped a few injuries during the year but always bounced back and is a great acquisition to the team.

Representative Honours – 1999 Jack Gibson Shield

Senior Club Awards – 1996 Champion Team, U21 Managers Award 1996

1999 Record – played 14 games scoring 10 tries

Club Record – played 41 games scoring 72 points

IAN WILCOCK:  Winger

Despite missing a lot of the year through injury, Nudge still managed to leave his mark with some memorable performances in the games he did play.  A fearless competitor, he has adapted well to the wing position after playing his earlier football in the scrum, and would rate the equal of any winger this side of the bridge.  Takes a high ball with plenty of aplomb, and could always make ground whenever he was given half a yard.  A tigerish defender, he will be the type of player future A grade players will be built around, and despite the games he missed this season, I have no doubt he’ll reclaim his position as soon as he returns, whether on the wing or in the forwards, where he has shown up in the past, putting some solid games up with limited opportunities.

Senior Club Awards – 1998 Champion Team, U21 Coaches Award 1996

1999 Record – played 5 games

Club Record – played 84 games, scoring 93 points.

SIMON PARSONS:  Centre, Fullback

I have no doubt that had Parso have played last year we would now be defending an A grade premiership, such was the impact he made to this years team.  Returning after two years with Newtown in the Metropolitan Cup, he quickly asserted his dominance on the competition, showing he had lost none of the qualities that have made him a Dragons favourite in his five previous seasons with A grade.  A devastating runner of the ball, his ball running skills have added many fine tries to the teams tally, no one there will ever forget his 80 yard match winner in the ’92 grand final, but this season he showed out as an all round performer, definitely the teams busiest player, always trying to get things moving during any dull spot in play.  All in all, a top season both in attack and defence, from a very gifted player.

Representative Honours – 1996 & 1999 Jack Gibson Shield

Senior Premierships – A Grade 1992,1993,1994,1996

Senior Club Awards –  1995 Champion Team, 1994 Club Sportsman, 

1995 A Grade Coaches Award

1999 Record – played 18 games, scoring 16 tries, kicking 1 goal

Club Record – played 236 games, scoring 313 points

SCOTT FRATER:  Wing

Scott was called up to A grade midway through the season and made the most of his opportunities with a string of solid performances.  While he found the senior competition a little more daunting than the seconds where he ran wild as a blockbusting centre, his play on the wing saw him stand up against the best to come against him, and a couple of fine tries were pencilled in against his name as he made his mark, his game against Bosco at Boys Town, one of many fine performances that spring to mind.  A keen trainer who works at his game, it was good to see the progress he made this year and hopefully he can keep it up and become an A grade regular in seasons to come.

1999 Record – played 7 A grade and 10 Second grade games, scoring 4 tries

Club Record – played 115 games, scoring 60 points

DEAN SHIPWAY:  Centre

A class act with great all round skills, Shippy didn’t do his justly earnt reputation any harm in ’99, playing some great football and he would be one of the most dependable players to come through the Dragons ranks.  An elusive, free thinking player with the ability to read the game and be on the spot when any dangerous situation arose, he was the perfect defender, a classic tackling style giving credit to his junior coaches, and in this department I can’t recall him letting anyone through, cutting them down and always way up on the stats sheet.  A perennial favourite with many seasons behind him for the club, he is closing in on his 200 games in Dragon colours, and it’s players like Dean that are the backbone of any side.  With another twelve like him and you’re in with a chance in any company.

Senior Premierships – 1995 A Grade

Senior Club Awards – Champion Team 1994, U21 Best & Fairest 1994

1999 Record – played 13 A grade and 1 Second grade games, scoring 3 tries

Club Record – played 200 games, scoring 94 points

ASHLEY FRASER:  Wing, Second Row

I have never seen a player sit in a dressing shed looking as battered as Ash did after each game, but if you’d seen the way he threw his body into it you’d understand.  A fearless competitor playing well above his weight, I don’t think I’ve seen a bigger heart on a footballer, and he was an inspiration this year.  While his medical talents were a bit ordinary, his needlework leaving a lot to be desired, you couldn’t find fault with his game, taking the ball up hard with no thought of self preservation, and his defensive game saw him bobbing up all over the field to make the tackles that counted.  A great player with hopefully a lot more A grade seasons ahead of him, we haven’t seen the best of Ash, and you realise what an awesome figure he’d be on the paddock as he fills out over the next few years.

Senior Club Awards – Champion Team 1997, A Grade Managers Award 1997

1999 Record – played 11 A grade and 1 Second grade games, scoring 1 try

Club Record – played 128 games, scoring 142 points

MARK ROBIN:  Centre, Captain.

A keenly awaited return to the side for Robes after injury has seen him on the sideline for the past two seasons, and he quickly showed he’d lost none of the skills that had made him such a dominant force in years past.  A very accomplished footballer, talented in all facets of play, he proved one of the most feared attacking players in the A grade competition, and in defence proved very hard to beat.  If you had him in front of you that’s where you came to a stop.  A captain who led by example, he also proved a skilled goal kicker, giving the side plenty of points when they counted during the year.  A keen club man who has coached many junior teams during his time with the club, he can look back on hopefully the first of a string of comeback seasons with a lot of pride.

Representative Honours – Jersey Flegg Cup

Coaching Honours – 14A premiers 1995, 13A premiers 1994, 12A premiers 1993

Senior Premierships – A Grade 1993 & 1994, A Reserve 1996, U21’s 1992

Senior Club Awards – Coach of the Year 1994, 1996 A Reserve Coaches Award

1999 Record – played 15 games, scoring 6 tries, kicking 41 goals

Club Record – played 128 games, scoring 542 points

STEVE JOHNSTON:  Wing, Lock

The current Senior Club Champion, Steve is one of the Dragons longest serving players with well over 250 games up for the club, and in every one of those games he has shown the qualities of a champion.  As safe as a bank would be the best way to describe Steve’s game.  A very competent all round footballer, his positional play was first class, either at wing, fullback or in the forwards.  A quiet, unassuming nature off the field, once he donned the magic jumper he became a fierce competitor, a willing runner of the ball.  While his tackling game could only be described as deadly and any player who managed to get around him could boast of belonging to a very exclusive club.  Steve can feel justly proud of his efforts this year, and will be the first player we’ll be chasing for the millenium side.

Senior Club Awards – 1998 Senior Club Champion, Champion Team 1994,1995,1996,1997 and 1998, A Grade Coaches Award 1998, AR2 Coaches Award 1997

Senior Premierships – A grade 1996

1999 Record – played 16 games, scoring 3 tries

Club Record – played 261 games, scoring 181 points

AL REA:  Five-Eight

Every team needs a solid foundation and Al was the rock that kept the back line together during the year.  A solid no frills player, with Al you get the same tradesman like display every game, and while some of his more flashy teammates were dazzling them out, the work Al was doing in close to the ruck saw a lot of good judges in agreeance as to his value to the team.  Quick hands and a deft kicking game backed up his ability to break the first line of defence when he ran the ball, and his defensive style always proved up to the mark with little leeway being allowed to opposition scrum base players when they chanced their arm his way.  It would be fair to consider him one of the teams veterans, but any up and comes wanting to grab the A grade number 6 jumper would have to be one straight out of the box to topple one of the sides top competitors.

Senior Club Awards – 1994 Gary Cannings Memorial Award, 1995 Champion Team, A Grade Managers Award 1996, U21 Best & Fairest Runner Up 1995.

Senior Premierships – A grade 1996

1999 Record – played 18 games, scoring 1 try

Club Record – played 199 games, scoring 154 points

TYE FLEMING:  Half

The competitions top half back, Tye made his second season in A grade memorable by a series of great games and his class prevailed each week as he rode rough shod over his opposition number 7’s.  The teams ‘General’, he did a top job directing play around the rucks, starting many attacking movements with a skillful ball service, calling plays and making sure the game plan was adhered to.  A deadly cover defender, especially behind the rucks, his speed saw him run down many attacking players when a try looked a possibility.  As good as any half we’ve had since ’89, he continues to improve with maturity and I’ve seen a lot of players with less ability go on to play grade football.  His selection in the Jack Gibson Shield side this season bears witness of the respect he has gained from his peers as a footballer, and with Tye at the scrum base the team was off to a flying start every game we played.

Representative Honours – 1999 Jack Gibson Shield, Jersey Flegg Cup

Senior Club Awards – Champion Team 1994, 1997 & 1998, A Grade Best & Fairest 1998

1999 Record – played 18 A grade and 1 second grade game, scoring 12 tries

Club Record – played 142 games, scoring 260 points.

MARK WILKES:  Lock

Country was last years A Reserve captain and best and fairest player, and after being given a chance in the first A grade trial, went on to play every game up in the clubs top side and on the form he’s shown this year will be a permanent A grader for seasons to come.  Playing a classic lock’s game he stood out with a busy cover defensive game, his tackling couldn’t be faulted and his knack of coming from nowhere to nail the ones that counted proved a real bonus.  A demon on any loose ball, his backing up play stood out, tailing and running off his second rowers gave the side great yardage. A big year for a very good player and any of our second graders who want to make the A side only have to look at Country to see what hard work and dedication, plus a little ability, can achieve.

Senior Club Awards – 1998 Champion Team, 2nd Grade Best & Fairest 1998

Representative Honours – Jack Gibson Shield 1998

1999 Record – played 17 games, scoring 2 tries and kicking 1 goal

Club Record – played 53 games, scoring 70 points

SEAN CRAWLEY:  Second Row 

If Sean had been with the side in ’98 I have no doubt we would have gone on to take out the premiership, such is the regard I hold him in for the inspiration he inspires in a side.  A player on the comeback trail after a season off, he proved an outstanding forward leader, driving his younger teammates on with a determined brand of football from the second row.  A savage defender, he put his body on the line each game, never yielding in his commitment to the side, and despite a series of nagging injuries he could never be counted out and we played our best football when he was on the paddock.  A member of some of our great A grade teams of a few years past, I hope he can back up again next year and carry on where he’s left off this season – at his best.

Representative Honours – S G Ball Cup (2), Harold Mathews Cup

Senior Premierships – A Grade 1992, 1993, 1994 and 1996

Senior Club Awards – 1994 Champion Team, A Grade B & F Runner Up 1994

1999 Record – played 13 games

Club Record – played 190 games, scoring 100 points

TROY BRINKWORTH:  Second Row 

A no-nonsense back row forward who did his talking on field with a great all round game.  One of our hardest tackling forwards who came up with some big defensive hits during a season cut short by injury.  Made the transition from last years second grade to this season being one of the top sides key players, his defensive style giving us some great moments.  Anyone seeing his tackle on a St Pats forward at Bundeena last year would testify to the power he packs.  As stated, a big loss to the teams firepower for the latter part of the season with an injury, but he’s keen to make up for lost time in 2000 and will play a major part in our quest for next years premiership.

Senior Club Awards – 1998 Champion Team, 1998 2nd Grade B & F Runner Up

1999 Record – played 6 games

Club Record – played 104 games, scoring 30 points

MARTY EDSON:  Second Row

A memorable season for Marty, called up from the second grade side, and playing some top football to consolidate a position in the senior side.  A tireless toiler in the forwards, he was constantly one of our busiest players, a high work rate making him a standout, especially in defence where some of his big hits stopped bigger opponents cold.  While devastating in defence, his strong style would stop a bus, with the ball he could always be relied upon to run it when the hard yards needed to be gained.  As good as any player going around, it was good to see him take advantage of the opportunity thrown to him this season, and on what he showed this year, there’s no reason why he won’t be a permanent member of the top team come 2000.

Senior Club Awards – Champion Team 1997, AR2 B&F Runner Up 1997

1999 Record – played 14 A grade and 2 Second grade games, scoring 2 tries

Club Record – played 49 games, scoring 28 points

BRADEN FLEMING:  Second Row

Right from day one there seems to have been a Fleming playing a major part in the fortunes of A grade and this year was no different with Braden (and brother Tye) carrying on the names reputation for fine football.  One of the sides most consistent players, he could be described as a coaches dream as he set about each game, never letting his team mates down with a very solid season, his uncompromising play, never varying in its intensity, proving one of the sides mainstays.  A high tackle count also saw his name up near the top of the stat sheets, and with the ball, his galloping runs up the middle proved a great yard earner.  With brother Brook back from his travels, it’s quite possible we’ll again have three Fleming brothers in A grade again, bringing back memories of when Mick, Kevin and Bert created havoc together back in the early seventies.

1999 Record – played 13 A grade and 1 Second grade games, scoring 2 tries

Club Record – played 48 games scoring 12 points

ADAM LYNCH:  Second Row.

One of the team’s long term A graders, Adam can look back on his fourth year in the top grade with a great deal of satisfaction.  He brought a lot of enthusiasm to the team, his busy game around the rucks one of the steadying influences in the team.  A good service at dummy half was complimented by a good running game, his backing up giving the side great yardage during the season, his darting runs up the middle always giving the opposition plenty to contend with.  In defence he shone out, especially later in the season, his solid tackling style giving opposing runners plenty to contend with as he put them on the ground with jarring regularity.  A good team player who gives his all each game.

Senior Club Awards – 1997 Champion Team, 1998 A Grade Manager’s Award

Senior Premierships – 1996 A Grade

1999 Record – played 18 games, kicking 1 goal

Club Record – played 246 games, scoring 139 points

STEWART JOHNSON:  Second Row

It was good to see Stew back with the Dragons after a few years with Bundeena and it’s a mystery how he was let go in the first place, as after a few games in the seconds he was pulled up into the A’s and was an immediate success, proving a very talented footballer.  A robust forward he played each game as hard as it came, his bullocking runs with the ball tucked away giving us many great moments during our season and he looks set for a long career in the top grade.  He doesn’t say much, but his deeds speak for him, and could always be counted on to do the hard yards when called upon, and his defence couldn’t be faulted, not many getting through him as he made the opposition back peddle with some big hits during the year.  Well done Stew.

1999 Record – played 14 A grade and 4 Second grade games, scoring 4 tries

Club Record – played 65 games, scoring 22 points

DREW LEVIN:  Front Row

The hard man of the A grade competition, Drew this year had no equal as a front rower, each week playing a top brand of football which justifiably earnt him the teams Best & Fairest award.  A past senior club champion with 251 games up he has never shirked his task, and his efforts over the latter part of the season when he battled on with injuries each game was inspirational to the rest of the side.  He “asked no quarter – gave no quarter”, he was definitely the most feared forward in the competition, a reputation he gained with his bulldozing runs and a rugged defence that proved the difference in several of our closer games this season.  His game against DLS in the final at Shark Park saw him celebrate his 250th match for the Dragons, with one of the best front row games I’ve seen in my time with the A grade.  A champion.

Senior Premierships – 1996 A Grade

Senior Club Awards – 1997 Senior Club Champion, 1997 Champion Team,

A Grade B & F 1999, A Grade Coach’s Award 1996

1999 Record – played 17 games, scoring 1 try

Club Record – played 251 games, scoring 80 points

CHRIS HOWARD:  Front Row

After a solid season last year in his rookie A grade season, in this competition Chris gained the consistency that makes a good footballer, emerging a top prop and one half of the best front row pairing going around.  A free runner with the ball, his storming runs saw him plough through, always breaking the first line of defence, drawing plenty of defenders, and his ability to offload the ball saw his support players with plenty of room to move.  Always well up on the statistic sheets, his hit ups were complimented by a busy defensive game, his tackling another bonus for the team, and his all round game saw him play in the Jack Gibson Shield game against South Sydney.  Chris will only get better and will be one of the teams foundations for as long as he wants to play.

Representative Honours – Jersey Flegg Cup, 1999 Jack Gibson Shield

Senior Club Awards – Champion Team 1996, 1998, U21 Best & Fairest 1996

1999 Record – played 18 games, scoring 1 try

Club Record – played 95 games, scoring 60 points

ANDREW NINNESS:  Hooker

Max’s dummy half play and work around the rucks was a feature of our play this season and he proved a very accomplished player in this department.  It took him a few seasons to break into the top side, but in the past two years he hasn’t looked back and is now one of the first players picked each week.  A keen eye saw him make many yards from the dummy half whenever a gap opened, and he was always able to send a runner through with a good passing game.  A tigerish defender who seemed to pop up all over the field, he followed play like a drovers dog, and his type of game saw him constantly putting opposing teams into disarray as he got in amongst them and broke them up.  The type of player every side needs.

Senior Premierships – 1996 A Reserve

Senior Club Awards – 1997 Champion Team, 1995 A Reserve Coach’s Award

1999 Record – played 15 games, scoring 3 tries

Club Record – played 82 games, scoring 100 points

The A Grade and Second Grade players and coaching staff wish to convey their appreciation to our sponsors for the 1999 season

Jumper Sponsors

A Grade
Engadine Family Tavern

2nd Grade
Windmill Chinese Restaurant

Sleeve Sponsors

Stapletons Butchers

Craig Airey – Kevin R Sheather Pty Ltd

Shorts Sponsors

Steve Ebb – Steve Ebb Engadine Automatics

Dave Robin – Colourite Painting Services

Team Sponsors

Greg Sell – Metropolitan Alarm Systems

Gavin Fisher – GWF Transport

Paul Dwyer – Paul’s Warehouse

Andy Mortimer – Jumbo Rubbish Services

Lynn’s Laundry, Engadine
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